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DESIGN RATIONALE

PROJECT OVERVIEW

In response to projected enrolment growth in the local area, Smalls Road School is a new Kindergarten to Year 

6 public school located on Smalls Road, Ryde.  The School will have space for up to 1000 students.   The 

school will deliver new future focused learning spaces, a new hall, library and covered outdoor learning areas.

THE LANDSCAPE DESIGN LENS

CONTEXT AND CHARACTER   
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The intent of the design is to create a landscape that will provide both a PLACE 
FOR LEARNING and a PLACE FOR NATURE for all staff, students, teachers, 
guardians and visitors. 

DESIGN OBJECTIVE - “C.A.R.E.” 
CREATE  landscape spaces that encourage interaction and communication among children and that is 
conducive to meeting or gathering for learners and staffs of different ages, social and cultural background.

ACTIVATE  multi-functional and flexible spaces that can accomodate varied functions and activities that will allow 
children to explore, engage and reach beyond their comfort zone.

REMAKE  outdoor learning environments that enhance the wellbeing of children and staffs, forms integral part of 
teaching and learning, and reinforces positive behavior among children / learners such as spaces for reflection and 
taking time-out.

ENGAGE learners and staff in preserving the school’s native bush and green environment by providing a place 
that showcase the natural environment.
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DESIGN INSPIRATION

DESIGN INSPIRATION 

Creating a learning journey through the landscapes that forms the Sydney Basin...

FORESTS & WOODLANDSSYDNEY BASIN GRASSLANDS

Landscape Spaces as windows to....

SYDNEY LANDSCAPE AS A LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
 “For tens of thousands of years, the lives and sense of cultural identity of 
Indigenous Australians were inextricably linked to the land, its forms, flora 
and fauna. Today, the identity of all Australians is shaped by a relationship 
with the natural environment.”

(http://www.australia.gov.au/about-australia/our-country/our-natural-environment)
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Landscape Design Intent

LANDSCAPE DESIGN INTENT 
Create flexible landscape spaces that cater various 
activities such as play, outdoor learning, assembly, 
meeting, gathering or areas for time-out for students, 
staffs and visitors to enjoy.

Provide nature-based landscape spaces that will 
provide students opportunities to explore and 
experience the natural environment such as soil, 
water, plants and habitats. Create spaces that will 
provide students access to fresh air and sunlight. 
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GARDEN EDGE
150mm x 150mm
Plain Grey Concrete

SANDSTONE CRAZY PAVE SAND BARK

FULL DEPTH COLOURED 
CONCRETE
Colour: CCS SUNDANCE

FULL DEPTH COLOURED 
CONCRETE
Colour: CCS CHEROKEE

FULL DEPTH COLOURED 
CONCRETE
Colour: CCS CANVAS

EXPOSED AGGREGATE 
Aggregate: ‘Haleys Comet’ 
Finish: Light exposed 
Full depth concrete colour varies 
Supplier: Hanson or equivalent

EXPOSED AGGREGATE 
Aggregate: ‘Honey Red’ 
Finish: Light exposed 
Full depth concrete colour varies 
Supplier: Hanson or equivalent

EXAMPLE OF USE

random boulder seats Sawn sandstone blocks
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2600mm (L) x 755mm (H) x 620mm (D)

Frame:	 Black Powder Coated Steel, 
Cladding:	Black Powder Coated Steel, 
Slats:	 Select Timber Hardwood 
Supplier:	 MOS or equivalent

MATERIAL PALETTE -
HARDSCAPE

TACTILE INDICATORS
300mm x 300mm x 40mm  
Type: Precast concrete paver 
Colour:	 Black 
Supplier: Chelmstone or 
equivalent

2600mm (L) x 720mm (H) x1780mm (D) -

Frame:	 Black Powder Coated Steel, 
Cladding:	Black Powder Coated Steel, 
Slats:	 Select Timber Hardwood 
Supplier:	 MOS or equivalent

600mm (W) x 1240mm (H) x 605mm (D) -

Cladding:	 Black Powder Coated Steel, 
Chute and Cover: Black Powder Coated Steel 
Slats:	 Select Timber Hardwood 
Supplier:	 MOS or equivalent
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200mm min. pot size 200mm min. pot size 200mm min. pot size

140mm min. pot size

3.5m Height x 2.0m Spread 2.5m Height x 2.0m Spread6m Height x 3m Spread4.5m Height x 2.5m Spread

Banksia spinulosa
HAIRPIN BANKSIA

Westringia fruticosa
COASTAL ROSEMARY

Stenotaphrum secundatum
BUFFALO GRASS (for shaded 
area)

Cynondon dactylon
GREEN COUCH

5m Height x 3m Spread 3.5m Height x 2.0m Spread 5m Height x 3m Spread

Syncarpia glomulifera
TURPENTINE TREE

Syzigium australe
BRUSH CHERRY

Brachychiton acerifolius
FLAME TREE

140mm min. pot size

Themeda australis
KANGAROO GRASS

140mm min. pot size

Chrysocephalum apiculatum
YELLOW BUTTONS

140mm min. pot size

Isolepis nodosa
CLUB RUSH

140mm min. pot size

Myoporum ellipticum
CREEPING BOOBIALLA

Banksia integrifolia
COAST BANKSIA

Banksia robur
SWAMP BANKSIA

Alloxylon flammeum
TREE WARATAH

Doryanthes excelsa
GYMEA LILY

Viola hederacea
NATIVE VIOLET

140mm min. pot size

Lomandra longifolia
MAT-RUSH

Lophostemon confertus
BRUSH BOX

MATERIAL PALETTE -
SOFTSCAPE

GENERAL PLANTING NOTES
–– 	Provide low maintenance planting with minimal water requirements

–– 	Retain and protect existing trees where possible

–– 	Provide low planting where sight lines are to be maintained (CPTED)

–– 	Reflect the existing landscape character

–– 	Improve school amenity and microclimates

–– 	Provide screening and buffer planting where required


