"MOSMAN HERITAGE REVIEW 1996

STREET ADDRESS Bradleys Head Road REFERENCE NO 062
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 1915-1927 ARCHITECT/DESIGNER

; Various
STYLE

BUILDER

Various. Inter-War, Exotic Public Works Department

HERITAGE LISTINGS PERIOD

]| Register of the National Estate (AHC) - Register =) Heritage Council Register - s130 Orders: 1788-1840 (O .
] Register of the National Estate (AHC) - Interim [J Government Department Heritage Register: 1840-1890 ()
B4 Regional Environmental Plan Heritage Schedule B Register of National Trust of Australia:

M Local Environmental Plan Heritage Schedule [ within National Trust Conservation Area: 1890 - 1915 U
[ LEP Heritage Schedule - Conservation Area W Register of Significant 20th Century Architecture (RAIA 1915-1%40 W
[J Heritage Council Register - PCO [J Art Deco Society 1940-1960 ©
(0 Heritage Council Register - ICO [J Otheristing/s (please specify) 1960 - 2
O institute of Engineers (NSW) Heritage Register .

HISTORICAL NOTES

Sydney's original oo was established in 1800 on seven acres of land at Billy Goat Swamp in Moore Park where Sydney Girls'
High School was subsequently built. The Zoo was operated by the Royal Zoological Society of NSW. By the beginning of this
century, the Zoo had outgrown its site and plans were made to exchange the land to Aston Park at Mosman. The Mosman land
was dedicated for the purposes of zoological gardens on 12th April 1912. It appears that the original work was carried out by
private contractors for the Royal Zoological Society. In 1915 however, the Public Works Department took over the construction.
The Zoo was officially opened on 7 October, 1916 under the control of the Taronga Zoological Park Trust. The Zoo is now

administered by the Zoological Parks Board of New South Wales.

OTHER INFORMATION SOURCES

Written
Oral
Graphic
; SIGNIFICANCE _ =
| Local: ; ' Statement
; A major social facility and entertainment and recreational
venue for Sydney, with international prominence.
State: Recreation. Cultural Sites, Leisure. Recognised as the leading Australian zoo facility. 1t
contains some remarkable and unusual structures, many
Reai g of them deliberately exotic or grand in their preser_\tatlon.
eglonal: It demonstrates present and past zoological practices,
both for the exhibits and the manner in which they are
: X - displayed. It remains a prominent landscape feature in
National: Sydney Harbour.
. Representative Rare
Aesthetic S
Historic S
Scientific S
Soclal S
l.ﬁvel of Sgniﬁca_nge_: H=National S=State R=ngional L=Local.
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Appendix C
National Trust of Australia (NSW) Listing Card for Taronga Zoo






S b TARONGA yZOOLOGICAL PARK PRECYNCT Bradleys Head Road
District} ; —
?&?ﬁg_g_ Mosman. Min CARD 1 OF 8
i GovtAres  Council :
Author of G Downed
Proposal
E::;aos:l {Nacmig or idgntification of Listingl {Addcess or Locetion)
ed CLASSIFIED Blbliogrephy Prince ;J.H. The Firgt One. . [Ownerend Address
m PRECIH.CT Huridred Years of _the¢ Roydl Zoological| The Zoological Parks
| Catagory Society of NSW 1879-1979 : N Board of New South Waleg
?&‘.’?'&'} See over
nch
%"."m Usel !
|g-nkm Briethy cover the poiats on the following check Hst where they acs relevant end within your knowledge. i
Sydney's original zoo was established in 1880 on seven acres of land at Billy
Style :

. ion  Goat Swemp in Moore Park wheré Sydney’ Girls' High School was-subsequently
i buile. The Zoo was operated by the Royal Zoological Society of NSW.
Architect/é . By the beginning of this cenmtury, the Zoo had ‘outgrown its site -and plans were
< Suedh made to exchange the land to"Aahtbp Park at Mosman.. The Mosman land wase
Comuruction  dedicated for the purposes of zoologicel gardens on 12th April 1912. Work

on the site began iu August 1912. It appears that the original work was
oy . carried.out by private contractors for the Boyal Zoological Society. Im 1915,
D : however, the Putlic Works Department.took over the construction. The final
fasnces s dravings. for the wmaju entrance buildinge are signed by L Davie, the Director-
General of Public Works, and dated 12th January, 1916. They contain an approva
P dated 12th August, 1916, by the Government Architect, Ceorge McRae.
fThe Zoo wae officially opened on 7 Octobér, 1916 under the control of the Taronga

jBoclogical Park Trust. The Zoo is wow adwinistered by the Zoological Parks Board
fof New South Wales. A i

Taronga Park Zoo is a unique complex of highly individual structure. The thre
ings (¥ain Batrance, Indian Elephant House and Lower Exit) are an economical
f a grand style, and show an interesting mixture of classicel, Italianate
liring features. The varioué other Baroque, Oriental and rustic structures
tant record of fashions in landscape architecture and concepts behind animal
hie time of construction. The extensive use of concrete and cement in cages
uctures 1is particularly noteworthy, amd presents an educational contrast

T use of timber and natural vegetation in the more modern open plan




COMMITTEE REFERENCES :

HOSMAN TARONGA ZOOLOGICAL PARK PRECINCT

LSC/77: 17/ 7/78: recommended CLASSIFY

HBC/241: 21/ 8/78: defer pending report

LSC/104: 25/ 8/80: recommended CLASSIFY

HBC/264: 11/ 9/80: prepare CLASSIFIED listing proposal
HBC/270: 2/ 2/81: referred to (alterations to Lower Entrance)
HBC/285: 12/10/81:. prepare listiug proposal ~ urgently
HBC/294: 31/ 5/82: defer pending better reasons for listing
HBC/295: 21/ 6/82: recommended CLASSIFIED

HBC/298: 13/ 9/82: defer

HBC/299: 27/-9/82: amend propoaal

HB(/354: 19/5/86: G Downes to inspect

Description (continued)

The Zoo site covers approximately seventy acres.
on the site which have architectural werit
clephant house,

of enclosures in which cemenr and concrete

various rustic elements, particularly seating.

The Indian elephant house is one of the
built to house Taronga Zoo'
Indian elephant,

Bradley's Head Road

The principal buildinrg
are the msin entrance, the L&
the lower emtrance, the aquarium, the floral clock, a nf

.1s used to simulate rocks andc

key buildings in the Zoo.
& wost famous exhibit ar the time, Jessie, th

Jessie was given to the Zoo in 1883 by the King of Sia
She was an important feature of the Zoo until 1939 when she died. The

importance which the People of Sydney attached to her is demonstrated by
the extraordinary interest im her removal from Moore Park to Mogman.

the architectural style of
elephant house, with its large central dome,
is clecarly intended to
buildings of Iudia.
The main entrance and lower exit are high Victorian in-style although th“
were designed and built late in the Edwardian perifod. To some extent, t
Indfan influence is carried across into the main entrance which has 2 13§

’ dome ag ite central feature. The main entrance is decorated with sculpt
representations of animal heads and the entrance hall ie tiled and alseo
decorated with animal heads. : ;

.~ The Ind
and oriental decoration,
give the flavour of the “Taj Mahal" and similar gU'



BUILDINGS AND ITEMS OF NOTE IN TARONGA ZOOLOGICAL PARK PRECINC
- ; {1‘

MAIN ENTRANCE

THE INDIAN FLEPHANT uousn

J.OWER EXIT

THE AQUARIUM

THE PLORAL CLOCK

AVIARIES

RUSTIC AND OTHER ELEMENTS INCLUDING

THE TREE HOUSE: RUSTIC SEATING: BAROQUE LANDSCAPING NEAR THE ELEP

HOUSE: CAST Igon LIGHT STANDARDS OR POWER POLES: THE GIRAFFE HOU ki
HIMALAYAN -mnx ENCLOSURE AND AFRICAN LION ENCLOSURE. W
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(Town or District)

- MOSMAN

MATN ERTRANCE - TARONGA Z0O Bradley's Heéad Road

Part of TARONGA ZOOLOGICAL PARK
PRECINCT

1 Auvthor of

Post Code 2088 Mun. of
Local Govt Area

ke oo Mpaman = e

fropotet G. Douwmes

CARD Z OF 8

Proposal

Dete of April 1982

(Name or Identification of Listing) (Addrest or Location)

Listing

Susgected  CLASSIFIED Bibllogrephy
Gatesiry | BRECINET

Owner snd Addroes B

Commiues®® Group. card I
(Trust Usel HBC

The Zoological Parks Roa
of New South Wales

Councll
(Trust Use)

Description

Style
Construction
Use
Archltect/s
Builder/s
Date of
Construction
Prasent
Condition
History
Owners
Boundaries
of proposed
listing

Briefly cover the points on the followling check list whers they sre relevant and within your knowledge.

The majn entrance was constructed in 1915-1916 by the Department of Works
in accordance with final plans prepared by the Department of Works and
appraoved by the Government Architect. The style 1s high Victorian. - The
construction is in brick with decoration, probably im plaster, and

incorporating sculpturcd animal heads. The central dome is the key featur
of the structure.

Reasons for listing

Natlonal Trurt of Aurtnils [N.S.WY,) Listing Fropos! NTN .05

if anvy.

Skatch plan and photos
Attech edditionsl photos



MOSMAN _ LOWER EXIT . : . Bradley's Head Road

part of TARONGA' ZOOLOGICAL PARK '

{Town or Dlsteict! —d PRECINCT
. 2088 Mosman . )i '
Authorof G Downes SO ‘
Fo e i fedoa .
T fbfcpﬂoofduna&oﬂd 198(
pewof  April 1982
Proposdl. . - | (Namme o 1dentification of Listing) (Address or Location)
S‘W‘“L@;_“Z"-_""CI' LASSIFIED Bibliogrephy . _ Qwner and Addcess
PRECINCT — Zoological Parks Board of
u,.ﬁeeggtoup Card 1 NS :

: ,}g},w 6 covec the points on the fottowing check ligt whare they are ratevent and within youwr knavdadge.

R .

.t mj_abuﬂdmg is not as important as the wain entrance or the Indian
elephant house, but with those buildings completes the three main elements
of the original architecture of the Zoo and for that reason is important.

National Trust of Australie (N.S.W.) Listiog Proposel




HMOSMAN!

{Towm ar Dutrict)

fost Coda 2088 Mosman

Local Govt Aret Mun. Council

THE INDIAN ELEPHANT HOUSE
Part of TARONGA ZOOLOGICAL PARK

PRECINCT

CARD 4 OF 8

Bradley's Head Rog.

Category PRECINCT

(Trust Usel

Committes SE%[BG(!TOUP Card 1

Council
(Trust Use)

Owner and Address IR i

Authm of

#ropossf G. Downes

Data of :

mul April 1982 (Name or Ideatiflcation of Usting) T
S d —

siEed o - CIMGEREIRLL |0 e or

Zoological Parks Rqg
New South Waleg

Style
Consturuction

Architect/s
Bullder/s

Construction
Present
Condltion
History
Ownars
Boundaries
of propossd
llsting 2

Description Brlefly cover the polats on the followlng check Hrt whera they ace relevont and within your knowdedge.

Uss This was constructed at the same time as the main entrancé The style
also high Victorian with substantial oriental elemente CTo give the ove
S impression of an Indian palace of the "Taj Mahal" style.

(See also Group Card)

Reasons for listing

Skatch plan and photos
Attach addltions! phatos
If any,

Natlonal Trust of Austrelis (N.SW.} Linting Proposel NTN.OS






