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Relationship to Victoria Park
The existing avenues of trees create strong links between the Campus landscape and Victoria Park, although recent ‘infill’ planting 
has reduced the formal character of the avenue planting.

The existing figs along Parramatta Road were planted in the 1920s.
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Great Hall Axis

Key Sightlines
The avenues of trees along the north and south sides of University Avenue are important framing devices for key views in and out of 
the Campus. 

The existing trees along Parramatta Road screen the site from the street.

Respond to axial vista to Great Hall.

Main Axis

Secondary Axis

Reinforce links to Victoria Park



Extending the Campus 
The Ground Level of the CCW Museum should extend the campus groundplane, welcoming visitors from all approaches, whilst 
addressing the site’s topography.

The site slopes down from west to east. Across the 3 tennis courts the levels drop 3m. 

This is steeper than 1:20, which means that AS.1428 restricts ramp lengths and requires landings, handrails and tactiles.

Link to Campus

Reinforce links to Victoria Park



 Looking west on central axis of Great Hall  



 Looking east from central axis of Great Hall towards site  
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Setbacks
Reinforce definition of University Place by responding to Fisher Library setbacks and existing landscape:

> On western side reinforce formal address to The Quadrangle and Great Hall

> On eastern side consider opportunities to “break away” from formal response to existing buildings with more informal response 
to landscape setting 



RL. 48.52

 Aerial view, looking northeast towards city centre  

12.8m



 Looking northeast towards city centre  

12.38m

Pavement
RL 36.14

RL. 48.52
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 The Quadrangle and Great Hall Scale Comparison  



Building Form Principles Building Height 
Set building into slope to control scale and volume of building above ground, and relate to Fisher Library and The Quadrangle.

Explore potential to step to the east to allow more height / volume, without challenging the character and scale of University Place.

The available site area requires a 5 - 6 storey building - limit storeys above ground to maintain key views from the Great Hall.

2 storeys above ground relates to the height of Fisher Library.

Great Hall
Forecourt University Place

Platforms and terraces break 
down scale of building 

within landscape setting

Utilise below ground space

CCW Museum

12.8m



Building Form Principles Building Height 
Explore potential to step to the east to allow more height / volume, without challenging the character and scale of University Place.

University Place
Great Hall
Forecourt

CCW Museum



Building Form Principles Massing - Relationship to Great Hall 
Western side responds to axial entrance to Great Hall and western facade of Fisher Library.  

Formal response to University Lawn, reinforces this space as one of the most important outdoor rooms of the Campus.



Building Form Principles Massing
A range of building forms have been tested for their response to key sightlines, axes, heights and how usable, effective external 
spaces can support the internal functions of the building.



Building Form Principles Massing
As form steps down hillside, the building form breaks into smaller parts to create terraces and platforms within the landscape.



Pedestrian Access Eastern side
Most pedestrians will need to cross University Avenue to access the CCW Museum.

Decision points along the main pedestrian routes should facilitate easy and safe road crossing.

Paving could be expanded across the existing road surface to slow traffic and define a pedestrian priority zone and crossing point.
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Pedestrian Access Considerations

1 From Victoria Park
 It will be important for the 

CCW Museum to open up and 
encourage pedestrians, on the 
main route from Victoria Park, to 
cross University Avenue

2 Informal Garden Pathway
 A pathway from the Parramatta 

Road entrance should lead to the 
main Museum entrance

3 Parramatta Road Boundary
 The pathway along the Campus 

boundary to Parramatta Road 
should be upgraded 

Potential paving 
upgrade to encourage 
pedestrians to cross 
University Avenue to 
access CCW Museum

Potential paving and 
other upgrades to 
strengthen legibility 
of Campus entry and 
better integrate Baxter’s 
Lodge



Pedestrian Access Western side
If the Ground Level is considered an extension of the Campus ground plane, with a range of facilities for public access, then it is 
desirable to create an entry that gathers together the main approaches.

A new pedestrian crossing over University Avenue can provide an accessible pathway from Eastern Avenue.
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Visitor Access

1 Formal Entrance
 Visitor entrance on axis to Great 

Hall reinforces the ceremonial 
experience of arrival

 Provide adequate setdown areas 
and weather protection at entry

2 From Eastern Avenue
 The approach from the Fisher 

Library is the only accessible 
path way from the centre of the 
campus due to the existing levels 
exceeding accessible gradients 

3 From Victoria Park
 The main pedestrian pathway 

from Victoria Park tracks along 
the southern side of University 
Avenue and cuts diagonally 
across to stairs adjacent to Fisher 
Library - this pathway is not 
accessible

New
pedestrian 
crossing

Visitor setdown

Great Hall Axis



Formal Museum Entry
An open, inviting and permeable entrance to the south and west sides is desirable. 

Activity along these façades is desirable.

Terraces on the south side offer views through the trees to a busy pedestrian pathway and are protected from traffic noise.



Loading Dock Access Options
A loading dock is required for museum-related goods and artefact movements, as well as for general servicing of the building.

A separate dock for waste and restaurant-related goods is desirable, but will require extra space.

The University’s objective to minimise vehicles using University Place suggests loading access off University Place is not desirable.

Access off University Avenue is possible, but will require careful management.
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Dock Access Options

1 Off University Place
 Levels require at grade servicing 

to Ground Level - loss of usable 
able for dock and turning area 

 Possible impacts to existing trees

2 Off University Place
 Loading area located below 

Ground Level

 Two existing figs need to move 
for access roadway

3 Off University Avenue
 Direct access into basement

 Some impacts on existing trees

 More excavation 

 Traffic management at entry



A

B

C

Campus Cafe Locations - Current   

Existing Campus F&B Outlets

A Holme
 Courtyard cafe with wide variety of 

food and beverage
 Licensed
 Good weather protection
 Internal and external seating
 Limited / poor outlook

B New Cafe
 Visible position on Eastern Avenue
 Limited offering
 Limited seating
 Westerly aspect - no sun in morning 

and exposed to hot sun in afternoon
 

C Law Cafe
 Varied offering
 External and internal seating
 Central position on Eastern Avenue



Museum Cafe Location Options
A cafe and terrace to the eastern side enjoys excellent outlook and morning sun, which is different from other cafes in this part of the 
Campus.

Cafe 
& 

Terrace

Excellent morning sun



Materiality & Detailing
Consider counterpoint, contrast and complementing significant neighbours in response to setting:

> Fine grain vertical sandstone coloured masonry expression relates to gothic character of  The Quadrangle and Great Hall

> Counterpoint to grand horizontal expression of Fisher Library, relate to general building height

> Frame views and create interstitial transition spaces



 The Quadrangle  



Response to Brief



Design Principles Embrace the landscape 
Create a network of spaces around the building that integrate the building into its setting and provide a range of opportunities for 
use, display and engagement.



Design Principles Embrace the landscape 
Provide spaces within the building which embrace and engage with the landscape.



Design Principles Arrival Experience 
Entry experience must be comfortable, accessible and create an appropriate transition between outside and inside.



Design Principles Arrival Experience 
Entry experience should provide protection at entry and adequate space to deal with groups.



Design Principles Circulation
Make the journey through the building one of discovery, but without compromising legibility.

Use spatial variation to provide exhibition spaces with distinct characters without compromising exhibition flexibility. 



Design Principles University Collections inspire design response
The University’s collections are a unique combination of artefacts, objects and specimens. 



Design Principles Flexibility for long life
Ensure architecture, structure and services are modular and coordinated to provide the building with a high level of flexibility.


