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Loading Dock Options Considered
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Main Entrance

The main entrance has been 
located off University Place, to 
reinforce the importance of this 
major formal outdoor open space 
within the Campus.

The entry doors relate to the 
Great Hall axis across University 
Place.

Visitor Vehicle Setdown

Visitors arriving by bus or public 
car can be set down along the 
pavement to University Place/

Accessibility

The approach from the Fisher 
Library is the only accessible 
path way from the centre of the 
Campus due to the existing levels 
exceeding accessible gradients.

The Entry Forecourt provides 
a gathering space at the entry 
position, and provides a vista 
to the Great Hall and The 
Quadrangle.

Servicing & Deliveries

The loading dock and principal 
BOH spaces are accessed 
through a link off University 
Avenue, before the roadway 
forms the important vista to the 
Quadrangle from Victoria Park.

This location helps reduce 
traffic impacts on the main axial 
pathway between University 
Place and Victoria Park, which 
was identified by Gehl Architects 
as a major Campus entry point, 
whereas pedestrian movements 
to and from Parramatta Road are 
comparatively small.

The link has been sized to allow 
small and medium sized vehicles, 
including garbage trucks, to enter 
and exit the loading dock in a 
forward direction.

The link will be closed off with 
a roller shutter, integrated into 
terracing as part of the landscape 
works.

Fire Brigade Access

The Fire Booster Pump assembly 
is integrated into the landscape 
to the northwest of the main 
entrance off University Place.
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A number of options for the loading dock entrance have been investigated to best service the building. 

A range of options for the position of the loading dock portal were considered as set out below: 

North side 

Access from Parramatta Road is not possible due to: 

• existing bus lanes and high traffic volumes and even if feasible, would have major detrimental
impacts on the existing significant trees along this Campus boundary

• prohibited by RMS as Parramatta Rd being a main arterial Road.

Western side (off University Place) 

Loading access from University Place was not preferred because: 

• The location of a loading off University Place would increase vehicle movements in this part
of the Campus, whereas the University has a long term objective to reduce vehicle movements 
across the Campus and promote greater pedestrian priority zones

• The location of a loading dock off University Place would require much of the ground floor to
be allocated to non-public functions, reducing the operational efficiency and amenity of the
main entrance of the building

• The location of a loading dock off University Place would require an increase in building height
due to the headroom clearance requirements for large vehicles

Southern Side (off University Avenue) 

• Any vehicle access pathway into the loading dock from the southern side would require the
removal of several significant trees from the important view corridor between the Quadrangle 
and Victoria Park
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• An access pathway would separate the grassed landscape surrounds to the building, limiting 
active uses for students, staff and visitors and require more hardstand pavement areas 

 

Eastern Side (off University Avenue) 

• Two options for access from the eastern side were explored. 
• A location closer to the main axis between Victoria Park and the Quadrangle would be visually 

intrusive from this main pedestrian pathway, and be more likely to have detrimental impacts 
on existing trees. 

• A location closer to Parramatta Road allows the portal to be set within the existing topography 
without challenging Baxter’s Lodge as the principal structure at this entry to the Campus, and 
minimise impacts on existing trees (Preferred Option) 

 


