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Abbreviations 
Table 1 Abbreviations 

Abbreviation Definition 

DPHI Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure 

SEARs Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements 

EIS Environmental Impact Statement 

SDRP State Design Review Panel 

SSD State Significant Development 

SSDA State Significant Development Application 

EP&A Act Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

IAP2 International Association of Public Participation 

LGA Local Government Area 

DP Deposited Plan 

HCA Heritage Conservation Area 

SEPP State Environmental Planning Policy 

DCP Development Control Plan 

HIS Heritage Impact Statement 
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Introduction 
Urbis Engagement has been commissioned by the Council of Newington College (the Applicant) to prepare 
this report in accordance with the technical requirements of the Secretary’s Environmental Assessment 
Requirements (SEARs), and in support of the State Significant Development Application (SSD-78268465) for 
alterations and additions to the Newington College Senior Campus in Stanmore. 
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1 Legislative 
Context 

 In NSW, the preparation and evaluation of 
environmental assessments for state significant 
developments is legislated through the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
(EP&A Act).  

The EP&A Act outlines a series of statutory 
requirements for proponents seeking 
development approval. The EP&A Act includes 
specific requirements to provide community 
members and stakeholders with opportunities to 
participate in the planning process.   

As such, this report has been prepared in line with 
the following guidelines and requirements: 

▪ The SEARs issued for this project 

▪ The NSW Department of Planning, Housing and 
Infrastructure’s (DPHI’s) Undertaking 
Engagement Guidelines for State Significant 
Projects (March 2024) 

▪ DPHI’s Community Participation Plan (April 
2024) 

▪ The Engagement Institute’s (formerly IAP2’s) 
Public Participation Spectrum. 
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1 Legislative Context 
1.1 Response to Secretary’s Environmental Assessment 

Requirements (SEARs) 
The engagement activities and outcomes detailed within this report address the Secretary’s Environmental 
Assessment Requirements (SEARs), as issued by the NSW Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure 
(DPHI). The SEARs require demonstration of how the engagement to be undertaken for this project is 
consistent with DPHI’s Undertaking Engagement Guidelines for State Significant Projects.   

Table 2 provides the project specific SEARs that are relevant to the delivery of community and stakeholder 
engagement for this project.  

Table 2 Response to SEARs – SSD-78268465 

SEARs item Project response 

Concept proposal 

27. Engagement 

Detail engagement undertaken and demonstrate 
how it was consistent with the Undertaking 
Engagement Guidelines for State Significant 
Projects. Detail how issues raised and feedback 
provided have been considered and responded to in 
the project.  

In particular, applicants must consult with:  

▪ the relevant Department assessment team 

▪ relevant local councils 

▪ any relevant agencies including Transport for 
NSW 

▪ Registered Aboriginal Parties, and  

▪ the community. 

If the development would have required an approval 
or authorisation under another Act but for the 
application of s 4.41 of the EP&A Act or requires an 
approval or authorisation under another Act to be 
applied consistently by s 4.42 of the EP&A Act, the 
agency relevant to that approval of authorisation 

This document outlines an approach to 
engagement that is consistent with the Undertaking 
Engagement Guidelines for State Significant Projects.   

The outcomes of the consultation approach, 
including how issues raised and feedback provided 
have been considered and responded to in the 
project will be captured in the: 

▪ Engagement Outcomes Report 

▪ Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 

 

Stage 1 works 

28. Engagement  

Detail engagement undertaken and demonstrate 
how it was consistent with the Undertaking 
Engagement Guidelines for State Significant 
Projects. Detail how issues raised and feedback 
provided have been considered and responded to in 
the project.  

In particular, applicants must consult with:  

▪ the relevant Department assessment team 

This document outlines an approach to 
engagement that is consistent with the Undertaking 
Engagement Guidelines for State Significant Projects.   

The outcomes of the consultation approach, 
including how issues raised and feedback provided 
have been considered and responded to in the 
project will be captured in the: 

▪ Engagement Outcomes Report 
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▪ relevant local councils 

▪ any relevant agencies including Transport for 
NSW 

▪ Registered Aboriginal Parties, and  

▪ the community. 

If the Stage 1 works would have required an approval 
or authorisation under another Act but for the 
application of s 4.41 of the EP&A Act or requires an 
approval or authorisation under another Act to be 
applied consistently by s 4.42 of the EP&A Act, the 
agency relevant to that approval of authorisation 

▪ Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 

 

1.2 Alignment With Undertaking Engagement Guidelines for 
State Significant Projects 

This Engagement Outcomes Report has been prepared in line with DPHI’s Undertaking Engagement 
Guidelines, which provide guidance for the effective delivery of engagement to support the development of 
state significant projects in NSW. The Undertaking Engagement Guidelines provides a series of objectives for 
effective engagement.  

These community participation objectives are detailed in Table 3. This table also outlines where each 
objective has been addressed within this report.  

Table 3 Community Participation objectives 

 Objective Where has this been addressed 

1 Identify the people or groups who are interested in or are 
likely to be affected by the project. 

For an identification of the 
community and key stakeholders for 
the project, see Section 4.  

 

2 Use appropriate engagement techniques. This includes: 

- considering the accessibility of how information is 
delivered 

- the avoidance of technical language and jargon so 
information can be easily interpreted by the audience 

- the adoption of non-written forms of engagement, 
where needed. 

Appropriate engagement techniques are particularly important 
when engaging with specific groups, such as Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander groups, where engagement should be a discrete, 
planned activity undertaken by and with experienced Indigenous 
engagement specialists. 

For an overview of engagement 
activities undertaken for the project, 
see Section 5. 

For all consultation material 
presented during the consultation 
period, see the Appendix.   

3 Ensure the community are provided with safe, respectful and 
inclusive opportunities to express their views 

For an overview of engagement 
activities undertaken for the project, 
see Section 5. 

4 Involve the community, councils and government agencies 
early in the development of the proposal, to enable their 
views to be considered in project planning and design 

For details of the approach to 
engagement with key stakeholders, 
such as community, council and 
government agencies, see Section 
3. 
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5 Be innovative in their engagement approach and tailor 
engagement activities to suit the: 

- context (e.g. sensitivity of the site and surrounds) 
- scale and nature of the project and its impacts 
- level of interest in the project. 

For an overview of the project 
context, including the community 
and site context, see Sections Error! R
eference source not found. and 2.  

6 Provide clear and concise information about what is 
proposed and the likely impacts for the relevant people or 
group they are engaging with. 

For a clear description of the project 
specifics, see Section 2. 

7 Clearly outline how and when the community can be involved 
in the process. 

For an overview of engagement 
activities undertaken for the project, 
see Section 5. 

8 Make it easy for the community to access information and 
provide feedback. 

9 Seek to understand issues of concern for all affected people 
and groups and respond appropriately to those concerns. 

10 Provide feedback about how community and stakeholder 
views were used to shape the project or considered in making 
decisions. 

For community and stakeholder 
feedback on the project, see Section 
6.  

11 Be able to demonstrate how the demography of the area 
affected has been considered in how and what engagement 
activities have been undertaken. 

For the demographic profile of the 
local area, see Section 2.  

Source: DPHI’s Undertaking Engagement Guidelines for State Significant Projects – March 2024 
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2 Project 
details 

 This section provides an overview of the project 
details, including the site, the project context, a 
detailed description of the proposed 
development, and an exploration of the 
community context.  
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2 Project Details 
2.1 Description of the site and locality  
The Newington College Senior Campus is located at 200-244 Stanmore Road, Stanmore and is bordered by 
Stanmore Road to the north, Newington Road to the south and College Lane to the west. The College 
boundary also includes the Concordia building to the north at 221-235 Stanmore Road. The main campus is 
legally described as Lot 8 in DP710369 and the Concordia site is legally described as Lot A in DP109269, Lot 1 in 
DP49, Lot B in DP330028, and Lot 1 in DP526319. 

Key features of the site include: 

▪ The main campus site is a regular shaped allotment with an area of 8.7ha. The Concordia building (and 
access handle to Cavendish Street), immediately north of the main campus is irregular in shape and is 
2,903sqm in area.  

▪ The topography of the main campus is a defining characteristic, particularly the grassed slope from 
the historic Founders Building down to Johnson Oval. The site has an overall fall of approximately 18m 
from the north-west corner to south-east corner.  

▪ The at-grade car park adjacent to the Concordia building sits approximately 2.8m above the Stanmore 
Road street level and is accessed via Cavendish Street (to the rear).  

▪ The existing school buildings are largely located along the College Lane and Newington Road edges of 
the site. Existing buildings generally range from 2-4 storeys in scale. The balance of the site comprises 
at-grade car parking and sporting facilities, including sporting ovals and tennis courts.  

▪ The Concordia building across Stanmore Road is a two-storey building with basement and car parking 
accessed from Stanmore Road. An at-grade car park is located within the eastern portion of this site, 
with vehicular access from a driveway to Cavendish Street (to the north). 

▪ The site has a primary frontage to Stanmore Road (which accommodates both vehicular and 
pedestrian access to the site) and a secondary frontage to Newington Road, which is generally limited 
to pedestrian access and service vehicles.  

▪ The area surrounding the site is predominantly zoned R2 Low Density Residential and includes a 
combination of single dwellings and residential flat building ranging from 1-3 storeys in height.  
Stanmore Train Station is located approximately 220m to the north. An existing pedestrian bridge and 
signalised traffic lights provide pedestrian access over Stanmore Road to Stanmore Train Station, 
further north. 

The site is identified in Figure 1 overleaf. 
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Figure 1 Site aerial 

 

2.2 Project description 
This SSDA seeks consent for the staged development of Newington College (Newington College Masterplan), 
including:  

Concept Proposal for the provision of new and upgraded facilities, including: 

▪ Building envelope for the redevelopment of Sevington Courts to accommodate recreational facilities 
and teaching spaces (refer to detailed Stage 1 Works below). 

▪ Building envelope for alterations and additions to Centenary Hall and development of an adjoining, four 
storey teaching and learning facility (College Lane building).  This development will accommodate a 
cafeteria and dining hall, lecture theatre, multi-purpose teaching spaces and additional pastoral 
spaces. 

▪ Building envelope for the redevelopment of the Concordia building to accommodate a performance 
theatre, multi-purpose gallery and exam centre, new teaching spaces and basement car parking. The 
Concordia redevelopment includes a new pedestrian bridge across Stanmore Road to the main 
campus. 

▪ Landscaping design strategy across the campus.  

▪ Car parking provision and circulation arrangements. 

▪ Increase of 368 students and 45 full-time equivalent (FTE) staff. 

Detailed Stage 1 works, including: 

▪ Earthworks and the associated demolition of Sevington Courts. 
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▪ Construction, fit-out and operation of 3 storey building comprising multi-purpose indoor and rooftop 
courts, fitness centre, multi-purpose teaching spaces, amenities and basement car parking.  

▪ Construction, fit-out and operation of 4 storey building comprising multi-purpose teaching spaces, 
administrative functions and amenities.  

▪ Alterations to the existing driveway within the site to facilitate vehicle access to the new basement car 
park.  

▪ Temporary car park during construction phase of Stage 1 Works. 

▪ Removal 67 trees and new landscaping adjacent to the Stage 1 development site. 

▪ Increase of 368 students and 45 FTE staff.  

Figure 2  Preliminary concept plan 

 

2.3 Community context 
Newington College’s Senior School Campus is located in the suburb of Stanmore, within the Inner West Local 
Government Area (LGA). The land has associations with the Gadigal, Wangal and Dharug People of the Eora 
nation. Stanmore forms part of the NSW electoral district of Newtown, represented by Jenny Leong MP 
(Greens) and the federal electorate of Grayndler, represented by the Hon. Anthony Albanese MP (Labor), the 
current Prime Minister of Australia.   

The total population of Stanmore is 10,744 people. The population in Stanmore is highly educated; 51% have 
attained a minimum Bachelors degree, which is 83% higher than state average. Unemployment in the suburb 
is 6% lower than the state average, sitting at 4.6%.   

The median weekly household income in Stanmore is $2548, which is 39.31% higher than state average.    
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While most residents are Australian-born, there is a higher-than-average proportion of Greek (2.5%) and 
Italian (1.9%) speakers in the area.   

Figure 3 Stanmore demographic analysis 
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3 Community 
and 
stakeholder 
engagement 
approach 

 The approach to engagement for the Masterplan has 
been informed by the Engagement Institute’s Public 
Participation Spectrum and DPHI’s Community 
Participation Plan.  

This section provides an overview of how these 
frameworks have been applied in determining and 
implementing the engagement approach. 
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3 Community and stakeholder 
engagement approach 

The approach to engagement for Newington College Masterplan has been informed by and is consistent with 
the Engagement Institute’s (formerly IAP2’s) Public Participation Spectrum and DPHI’s Community 
Participation Plan.  

3.1 Purpose of engagement 
The Engagement Institute’s Public Participation Spectrum describes the goals for public participation, and the 
corresponding promise to the public.  

The engagement approach for this project has been determined based on the anticipated level of impact of 
the project on the surrounding community, the school community and key stakeholders.  

Newington College’s campus at Stanmore holds cultural, social, natural and built heritage significance for a 
number of key stakeholders. In this context, the level of impact is likely to be moderate. Aligned with the 
Engagement Institute’s Spectrum, the purpose of engagement is therefore to consult and involve the 
community and stakeholders.  

Figure 4 Engagement Institute Public Participation spectrum 

  Inform Consult Involve Collaborate Empower 

Goal To provide the 
public with 
balanced and 
objective 
information to 
assist them in 
understanding the 
problem, 
alternatives 
opportunities 
and/or solutions.  

To obtain public 
feedback on 
analysis, 
alternatives 
and/or decisions.  

To work directly 
with the public 
throughout the 
process to ensure 
that public 
concerns and 
aspirations are 
consistently 
understood and 
considered.  

To partner with the 
public in each 
aspect of the 
decision including 
the development 
of alternatives and 
the identification 
of the preferred 
solution.  

To place final 
decision making 
in the hands of 
the public.  

Promise We will keep you 
informed.  

We will keep you 
informed, listen to 
and 
acknowledge 
concerns and 
aspirations, and 
provide feedback 
on how public 
input influenced 
the decision. We 
will seek your 
feedback on 
drafts and 
proposals.  

We will work with 
you to ensure that 
your concerns 
and aspirations 
are directly 
reflected in the 
alternatives 
developed and 
provide feedback 
on how public 
input influenced 
the decision.  

We will work 
together with you 
to formulate 
solutions and 
incorporate your 
advice and 
recommendations 
into the decisions 
to the maximum 
extent possible.  

We will 
implement what 
you decide.  

Source: Engagement Institute 
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3.2 Objectives of engagement 
In line with the Engagement Institute’s Public Participation Spectrum and DPHI’s Community Participation 
Plan, engagement for the Masterplan aimed to:  

▪ Provide consistent, relevant, jargon-free and up-to-date information on the project potential impacts 
and benefits, and the planning process through accessible, tailored open lines of communication  

▪ Provide methods and opportunities for the community to give feedback to help inform the planning 
process  

▪ Respond appropriately and in a timely manner to concerns or questions raised by the community and 
stakeholders throughout the lifecycle of the project    

▪ Manage expectations by closing the feedback loop and sharing how stakeholder and community views 
influenced the project.   

Figure 5 shows the objectives of DPHI’s Community Participation Plan.  

Table 4 shows how the approach to engagement for this project meets and is consistent with these 
objectives. 

Figure 5 DPHI Community Participation Plan Objectives 

               
Open and inclusive        Easy to access             Relevant               Timely           Meaningful   

Table 4 Engagement approach and alignment with objectives 

Approach  Alignment with objectives  

Providing consistent, relevant, jargon-free and up-to-date information 
on the proposal, impacts, benefits, and the planning report process 
through accessible, tailored open lines of communication.       

Identify potential impacts on stakeholders and the community, as well 
as measures to enhance potential positive impacts and minimise 
potential negative impacts, through genuine and consistent 
consultation.  

  

Provide methods for monitoring and opportunities for the community to 
give feedback to help inform the planning process.    
    

Respond appropriately and in a timely manner to concerns or questions 
raised by the community and stakeholders throughout the lifecycle of 
the project.     

Facilitate information flow to the project team by establishing working 
relationships to ensure stakeholder and community views and local 
knowledge are appropriately incorporated into the design of the 
project.   
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Manage expectations by closing the feedback loop and sharing how 
stakeholder and community views influenced the proposal.  

  

3.3 Phased engagement approach 
In line with DPHI’s Undertaking Engagement Guidelines for State Significant Projects, early engagement was 
undertaken during the scoping phase of the project to capture insights into community and stakeholder 
sentiment as well as aspirations for the Masterplan.  

This is aligned with the ‘Involve’ level of the Engagement Institute’s Public Participation Spectrum.  

Engagement was also undertaken following receipt of SEARs to inform the development of the SSDA.  

A description of the engagement undertaken during the scoping phase and throughout development of the 
SSDA is provided below. 

3.3.1 Phase 1 engagement: Early engagement (December 2024 – February 2025) 
Phase 1 consultation was led by Urbis and AJC. This consultation built an initial understanding of the 
Masterplan for school stakeholders (teachers, students, parents, alumni), Council and elected officials. This 
phase involved conducting initial consultation via focus groups, offering briefings to Council and elected 
officials, and distributing a project newsletter to residents and businesses living within 500m of the site.  

During this phase of consultation, Urbis provided high level information about what the SSDA includes and 
explained upcoming planning processes.  

Urbis ran focus groups including three parents of students and three alumni, and through a structured 
interview process helped determine the engagement approach, including what project benefits and potential 
impacts would be of most interest or concern to key stakeholders. The process also identified how to develop 
clear communication via the most appropriate channels to support understanding and ensure priority 
information was provided. 

Urbis also established open channels of feedback.  

3.3.2 Phase 2 engagement: Engagement informing preparation of SSDA (March 
– November 2025) 

In accordance with DPHI’s expectations around early and effective engagement for state significant projects, 
Urbis developed a community and stakeholder engagement strategy that outlined proactive, transparent 
and accessible engagement across key stakeholder groups including school stakeholders (parents, alumni, 
students), government, elected officials, near neighbours of the senior campus in Stanmore, and the 
surrounding community. 

The engagement program and methods of engagement reflected the Engagement Institute Spectrum’s 
‘inform’ and ‘consult’ principles, by engaging with stakeholders on the process and progress of the 
Masterplan and Stage 1 design through three community newsletters, a community information session held 
at the College campus, two community webinars, proactive engagement via letter and briefings with elected 
officials including Inner West Council, and regular updates to a dedicated project page hosted on the 
College’s website.  

Newington College engaged the school community including staff, teachers, students and parents via school 
communication channels. 
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4 Community 
and 
stakeholders 

 Stakeholders are individuals, groups of individuals, 
or organisations that could influence or affect a 
project.  

Described in DPHI’s Undertaking Engagement 
Guidelines, the community is anyone (including 
individuals, community groups, Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander communities, culturally and 
linguistically diverse communities, peak bodies or 
businesses) interested in or likely to be affected by 
the project. 
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4 Community and stakeholders 
4.1.1 Stakeholder categories 
In addition to the required engagement specified by SEARs, stakeholders for this project were categorised by group and considered in the context of the Inner West 
LGA, the immediate community of Stanmore surrounding the campus, and the school community. The community stakeholders were identified due to their 
proximity to the site, potential concerns about the project impacts, and general interest in the project. 

Table 5 Stakeholder Categories 

School community State Government, Council 
and agencies 

Elected officials Surrounding community 
First Nations 

Parents (past, current and 
future) 

Students (current and future) 

Alumni 

Staff and faculty 

School Board and Council 

DPHI: 

▪ Planning and Assessment 
team 

NSW Department of Climate 
Change, Energy, the 
Environment and Water: 

▪ Heritage Council of NSW 

▪ Conservation Programs, 
Heritage and Regulation 
Group 

▪ Water Group 

Inner West Council: 

▪ Planning and Assessment 
team 

▪ Social Planner 

Transport for NSW  

Sydney Water  

Ausgrid  

NSW State Emergency Services  

Inner West Council (Mayor and 
Damun Ward Councillors) 

▪ Mayor Darcy Brown 

▪ Deputy Mayor Chloe Smith 

▪ Councillor Liz Atkins 

▪ Councillor Vicki Clay 

Jenny Leong MP, Member for 
Newtown (NSW Greens) 

The Hon Anthony Albanese MP, 
Member for Grayndler 
(Australian Labor Party) 

Near neighbours, including 
residents bounded by: 

▪ Bright Street 

▪ North Street 

▪ England Avenue 

▪ Newington Road 

▪ Browns Avenue 

▪ Wemyss Street 

▪ Cavendish Lane 

▪ Stanmore Road 

▪ Middleton Street 

 

Metropolitan Local Aboriginal 
Land Council 

Registered and local knowledge 
holders 
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Engagement activities 

5 Engagement 
Activities 

 This section outlines the engagement activities 
delivered between December 2024 and November 
2025 to raise community and stakeholder 
awareness of, and invite feedback on, the 
Masterplan.  
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5 Engagement activities 
Engagement activities undertaken for the project are summarised in Table 6 below.  

Table 6 Engagement activity summary 

Engagement activity  Target stakeholder 
group(s)  

Details  

Phase 1- Early engagement (December 2024 – February 2025) 

 Walk on Country and 
Design workshops  

Parents (past, current 
and future) 

Students (current and 
future) 

Alumni 

Staff and faculty 

School Board and 
Council 

First Nations 

Project architects AJC held an initial 
Walk on Country on 1 May 2025.  

Following that, AJC held a Vision and 
Validation workshop with a range of 
stakeholder groups (including staff and 
students) on 22 May 2025. This was  part 
of the pre-consultation phase. The 
purpose of the workshops was to seek 
insight to inform the ultimate vision for 
the Masterplan.  

In July 2025, AJC also facilitated a 
Cultural Immersion Activity on-campus 
as part of the Connecting with Country 
process.   

 

State Government, 
Council and agency 
consultation 

 

 

 

 

State Government, 
Council and agencies 

Newington College and its appointed 
technical consultants commenced early 
engagement with the relevant State 
Government Departments, Inner West 
Council and other relevant government 
agencies to inform the planning process 
via meetings, phone calls and emails.  

 

Stakeholder emails (1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elected officials  Urbis engaged with key stakeholders 
early and in advance of communicating 
to the local community. Stakeholders 
contacted included: 

▪ Inner West Council (Mayor and 
Damun Ward Councillors) 

▪ Jenny Leong MP, Member for 
Newtown (NSW Greens) 

▪ The Hon Anthony Albanese MP, 
Member for Grayndler (Australian 
Labor Party) 

Stakeholders were emailed on the 
following dates:  

▪ 5 December 2024 
To inform stakeholders of the early 
engagement with the community, 
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 to provide transparent information 
about the Masterplan, and to 
outline indicative timeframes for 
community consultation and the 
preparation and submission 
timeframe of the SSDA.  

  

Community 
newsletters (1) 

Surrounding 
community   

On 9 December 2024, Urbis distributed a 
newsletter to 2,173 residents and 
businesses - including Stanmore Public 
School and Cavendish Street Early 
Learning Centre- within 500m of the site. 

This initial newsletter aimed to engage 
the community early and prior to the 
consultation period.  

The newsletter informed the community 
about the Masterplan and outlined 
indicative timeframes for community 
consultation commencing in 2025, and 
submission timeframe of the SSDA. 

 

Key stakeholder group 
interviews (2) 

Parents (past, current 
and future) 

Alumni  

 

Urbis held three group interviews with 
parents, alumni and the surrounding 
community between 10 December 2024 
and 26 February 2025. 

The purpose of the interviews was to 
understand issues of interest for each 
stakeholder group, as well as preferred 
methods of communication and 
engagement through the consultation 
period to inform the EIS.  

 

Stakeholder briefings (1) Elected officials Urbis held a briefing with one key 
stakeholder in the early stages of 
engagement. On 19 December 2025, we 
met with the Office of the Hon. Jenny 
Leong MP. 

This briefing was undertaken in addition 
to meetings and briefings with Inner 
West Council as part of standard 
planning processes.  

 

Near neighbour 
doorknock 

Surrounding 
community   

On Wednesday, 26 February 2025, Urbis 
conducted a doorknock for the local 
community and nearby residents.  

Urbis visited 31 residences and engaged 
with 14 residents.  

Where nobody was home, Urbis left 
Sorry We Missed You cards. Six (6) 
residents were not interested in learning 
more about the project.  
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The purpose of the doorknock was to 
inform the consultation process for the 
preparation of the EIS, to understand the 
key issues of interest, concern or 
perceived impacts of the project from 
near neighbours, and to inform the SIA 
process particularly in relation to 
community use of sport and 
recreational facilities. 

Phase 2- Engagement informing preparation of SSDA (March – November 2025) 

 Stakeholder emails (3) Elected officials Urbis emailed key stakeholders during 
the consultation period on three 
occasions. Stakeholders contacted 
included: 

▪ Inner West Council (Mayor and 
Damun Ward Councillors) 

▪ Jenny Leong MP, Member for 
Newtown (NSW Greens) 

▪ The Hon Anthony Albanese MP, 
Member for Grayndler (Australian 
Labor Party) 

Stakeholders were emailed on the 
following dates:  

▪ 10 March 2025  
To provide an update on the 
progress of the Masterplan, provide 
elected officials with an overview of 
the community consultation 
program and timings, and outline 
opportunities to find out more and 
provide feedback. 

▪ 11 April 2025 
To inform stakeholders that 
community consultation has 
concluded and advise of next steps. 

▪ 7 November 2025 
To provide an update on the 
Masterplan including the final 
design inclusions and intention to 
submit the EIS to DPHI, and how 
community feedback is being 
addressed by the project.  

 

Community 
newsletters (2) 

Surrounding 
community   

Urbis distributed two additiona 
newsletters to 2,173 residents and 
businesses within 500m of the site on 
two occasions during the formal 
consultation period: 
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▪ 26 February 2025  
To provide an update on the 
progress of the Masterplan and 
opportunities to find out more and 
provide feedback, including the 
community information session, 
community webinar and enquiry 
lines. 

▪ 7 November 2025 
To provide an update on the 
Masterplan including how 
community feedback is being 
addressed through the project and 
the final proposal being submitted 
to DPHI.  

 

Stakeholder briefings (1) Elected officials Urbis held briefings with one key 
stakeholder during the consultation 
period to inform the EIS:  

▪ 4 June 2025 
Councillors for the Inner West Local 
Government Area 
Inner West Council Officers  

This briefing was undertaken in 
addition to meetings and briefings with 
Inner West Council as part of standard 
planning processes.  

 

Community webinars 
(2) 

Parents (past, current 
and future) 

Alumni 

Surrounding 
community   

Urbis held two community webinars 
during the consultation period:  

▪ 10 March 2025 
Attended by 96 people. During this 
webinar, Urbis and Newington 
College provided detailed 
information about the Masterplan 
and responded to more than 50 
questions from attendees. 

▪ 2 April 2025 
Attended by 25 people. During this 
webinar, Urbis and Newington 
College shared key themes of 
community feedback and the 
outcomes of State Design Review 
Panel meetings. The team also 
responded to 12 questions from 
community members.  
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Community information 
session (1) 

Surrounding 
community  

Parents (past, current 
and future) 

Students (current and 
future) 

Urbis and Newington College held a 
community information session on 
Saturday 15 March 2025.  

The purpose of the session was to 
provide an opportunity for those 
interested in the Masterplan to speak 
directly with the project team. 

Approximately 30 people attended the 
session, including community members, 
parents and College students.  

 

Project webpage Parents (past, current 
and future) 

Students (current and 
future) 

Alumni 

Staff and faculty 

School Board and 
Council 

Surrounding 
community 

Newington College has established a 
project-specific webpage for the 
Masterplan.  

The purpose of the webpage is to 
provide accurate, up-to-date 
information on the Masterplan and its 
progression through the SSDA planning 
pathway.  

Since the consultation period 
commenced in March 2025, the 
webpage has been viewed 1,359 times 
between March 2025 and January 2026. 

 

Government, Council 
and agency 
consultation 

Government and 
agencies 

Throughout the formal consultation 
process, Newington College and its 
appointed technical consultants 
engaged with relevant agencies 
throughout the planning process via 
meetings, phone calls and emails.  

 

Enquiry management Surrounding 
community 

Urbis has managed community 
enquiries via a dedicated phone and 
email line for the duration of the 
consultation period.  

To date, Urbis has received phone calls 
and 12 email enquiries.  
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6 What we 
heard 

 This section summarises key themes of feedback 
raised by the community and key stakeholders 
during the consultation period. It also 
summarises engagement with Government and 
agencies undertaken by Newington College and 
its appointed technical consultants to inform the 
SSDA.  
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6 What we heard 
6.1 Key themes – stakeholder and community feedback 
Through the second stage of engagement to inform the SSDA process, the key themes of feedback raised by 
stakeholders and the community included:  

▪ Traffic, access and parking 

▪ Potential construction impacts 

▪ Design considerations 

▪ Student capacity 

▪ Operational considerations 

Figure 6 Key themes 

     

Traffic, access 
and parking 

Potential 
construction 

impacts  

Design  
considerations 

Student 
capacity 

Operational 
considerations 

6.1.1 Traffic, road access and parking 
The most prominent theme that arose during the consultation period was traffic, access and parking.  

All neighbours spoken with during early engagement reported that the greatest impact they foresee 
impacting them as a result of the masterplan is parking spill associated with an increased student capacity.  

Neighbours and community members asked questions about whether the volume of school buses will 
increase to accommodate the increased student capacity, and shared feedback about the impact this may 
have on local traffic.  

Community members shared positive feedback about the proposed increase in parking at the campus and 
suggested that this may alleviate existing issues with staff and students parking on nearby streets. 

In addition to providing more parking, community members suggested that Newington College consider 
measures to deter staff and students from driving, such as green travel plans encouraging the use of public 
transport and providing bicycle parking.  

Community members shared concerns on a few occasions about the proposed road access arrangements 
to the site. They advised that Holt and Cavendish Street (closest to the Concordia Building) become 
congested during peak periods, and shared concerns that this may be exacerbated if access to the 
Concordia Building is provided via Cavendish Street. They felt that all access to the Concordia Building should 
be via Stanmore Road.  

6.1.2 Potential construction impacts 
Related to section 6.1.1, community members also shared feedback and some concern about construction 
vehicle access to the site, particularly in relation to the Concordia Building redevelopment. 

Community members suggested that vehicle access to the site be from Stanmore Road, rather than 
Cavendish Street, to avoid construction vehicles travelling along and turning into the site from narrow and 
predominantly residential streets.  
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They shared that having construction vehicles travelling along this road will exacerbate existing congestion 
during school pick-up and drop-off times and create safety issues on local roads particularly raising 
concerns about children attending Cavendish Early Learning Centre and Stanmore Public School, the 
Newington ELC and Newington K-6 Preparatory School.  

6.1.3 Design considerations 
The project team heard and responded to several questions about the design of the proposed buildings. 

Members of the school community shared feedback that the Masterplan should respond to the heritage 
setting of the school, to avoid any loss of connection or sentimental attachment.  

There were several suggestions from the school community around the internal fit-out of the proposed 
buildings and also questions about the kinds of uses that the Masterplan will facilitate on-site.   

One community member provided feedback about accessible design, specifically in support of students 
living with disability and support for neurodiverse students. 

6.1.4 Operational considerations 
Through the consultation period, community members provided feedback in relation to a range of 
operational considerations for the College.  

We heard feedback in relation to:  

▪ Buses parking in clearways and instances of unsafe driving 

▪ Student behaviour outside of school hours 

▪ How the school is encouraging staff and students to use public transport, and considerations of green 
travel plans 

▪ Community access to the campus 

▪ Implications of the Masterplan for school fees. 

Community members see the Masterplan as an opportunity to address these concerns with its school 
community.  
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6.2 Detailed summary of issues raised - Community 
This section provides a detailed summary of issues raised by members of the community during each engagement activity and outlines how the project responds 
to this feedback Issues are shown as raised in each activity, they are not ranked by frequency. 

Table 7Community feedback 

Stakeholder How this group was consulted Feedback received Project response 

School community 

▪ Parents (past, current 
and future) 

▪ Students (current and 
future) 

▪ Alumni 

▪ Staff and faculty 

▪ School Board and 
Council 

▪ Group interviews (2) 

▪ Community webinars (2) 

▪ Walk on Country and Design 
workshops  

▪ Community information 
session (1) 

▪ Enquiry channels (1800 
hotline and email) 

Section 0 above provides 
additional detail around the 
purpose and reach of 
engagement activities for this 
stakeholder group.  

Net benefit of the Masterplan 

Parents and alumni asked questions about the 
‘net benefit’ of the Masterplan and made 
several suggestions about proposed uses of 
the key development areas and additional 
features that Newington could include, such as 
improvements to the library, swimming pool, 
basketball and tennis court, and improved 
dining and canteen. 

Net benefit of the Masterplan 

The Masterplan seeks to improve and 
repurpose Newington College’s current 
buildings to support the College’s goal of 
becoming fully co-educational in the future by 
increasing teaching, whole-of-school 
assembly spaces, sports and recreation, 
culture and arts, and student dining spaces. 

Potential impacts on historic significance of 
the Campus 

Some parents and alumni shared concern 
about potential impacts to the heritage setting 
of the school and requested that the 
Masterplan give consideration to how to 
conserve this.  

Potential impacts on historic significance of 
the Campus 

The areas identified for development have had 
appropriate regard to the heritage 
significance of the site, including key buildings 
and significant trees, whilst also increasing 
learning facilities and amenities for the next 
generation of students and their families.  

A Heritage Impact Statement (HIS) has been 
prepared for and submitted as part of the 
SSDA. The HIS addresses potential impacts on 
the heritage setting of the school and outlines 
potential mitigation measures. 
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The SSDA (including the HIS) will be made 
available for the community to review during 
the public exhibition period. 

Potential impacts to school learning 
environment 

Parents shared concerns about potential 
impacts to the school’s learning environment 
associated with construction of the Masterplan, 
and how this might affect student experience.  

Potential impacts to school learning 
environment 

The Masterplan proposes staged development 
of the Stanmore senior school campus to 
avoid major disruptions to the learning 
environment during the construction period.  

Should the SSDA be approved, the College will 
prepare a detailed Construction Management 
Plan (CMP). The CMP will outline potential 
construction impacts and measures to 
minimise those impacts.  

Staff, students and parents will be notified well 
in advance of construction commencing.  

Sentimental attachment 

Alumni shared feedback that the Masterplan 
may result in a loss of sentimental attachment 
to parts of the school.  

Sentimental attachment 

The Masterplan seeks to improve and 
repurpose Newington College’s current 
buildings without impacting the character and 
heritage of the campus.  

Accessibility 

One parent asked how accessibility for 
students living with disability / design for 
sensory inclusion will be considered as part of 
the Masterplan. 

Accessibility 

Accessibility and inclusion are a priority for the 
College. This will be considered as part of the 
detailed design stage – ensuring a suitable 
learning environment for students of varying 
ability.  

A Building Code of Australia (BCA) Report has 
been prepared for and submitted as part of 
the SSDA. The BCA Report addresses 
compliance with the relevant accessibility 
standards. 
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The SSDA (including the BCA Report) will be 
made available for the community to review 
during the public exhibition period. 

Surrounding community (within 500m of the site) 

Near neighbours, including 
residents bounded by: 

▪ Bright Street 

▪ North Street 

▪ England Avenue 

▪ Newington Road 

▪ Browns Avenue 

▪ Wemyss Street 

▪ Cavendish Lane 

▪ Stanmore Road 

▪ Middleton Street 

▪ Community newsletters  

▪ Near neighbour doorknock 

▪ Community webinars 

▪ Community information 
session 

▪ Project webpage 

▪ Enquiry channels (1800 
hotline and email) 

Section 0 above provides 
additional detail around the 
purpose and reach of 
engagement activities for this 
stakeholder group. 

Student and staff parking 

Several community members shared feedback 
and some concern about parking spill 
associated with an increased student capacity 
under the Masterplan.  

Some community members also raised 
concern about increasing parking at the 
Concordia Building, as this may increase the 
volume of traffic using local roads.   

Student and staff parking 

The Masterplan will more than double the 
available car parking on-site, providing 
adequate parking for the proposed student 
capacity increase.  

A Transport Impact Assessment (TIA) has been 
prepared for and submitted as part of the 
SSDA.  

The TIA examines potential traffic impacts 
associated with the delivery of the Masterplan, 
including during pick-up and drop-off times, 
and suggest mitigation measures.  

A Green Travel Plan has also been prepared 
for and submitted as part of the SSDA.  The 
Green Travel Plan outlines how Newington 
College will encourage walking, cycling and 
public transport usage during operation of the 
Masterplan to reduce potential parking 
impacts.  

The SSDA (including both the TIA and Green 
Travel Plan) will be made available for the 
community to review during the public 
exhibition period. 

Traffic 
Several community members raised concerns 
about potential traffic impacts resulting from 
the Masterplan:  

Traffic 
A TIA has been prepared for and submitted as 
part of the SSDA.  

The TIA examines potential traffic impacts 
associated with the delivery of the Masterplan, 
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▪ One community member expressed 
concern that an increase in student 
capacity at Newington could lead to more 
school buses using local roads.  

▪ Several community members advised that 
Cavendish and Holt Streets already 
become congested during pick-up and 
drop-off times.  

▪ One community member provided 
feedback that Buildings 2A and 2B in the 
Masterplan will push more traffic onto 
College Lane during the construction 
phase and once operational 

including during pick-up and drop-off times, 
and suggest mitigation measures.  

The SSDA (including the TIA) will be made 
available for the community to review during 
the public exhibition period. 

Potential view loss 

Some neighbours on Bright Street raised 
concern about a potential loss of views from 
their property across the College grounds, 
associated with increased height on the 
Sevington Courts.  

Potential view loss 

A Visual Impact Assessment (VIA) has been 
prepared for the SSDA.  

The VIA examines potential view loss and 
suggests measures to minimise impacts and 
be submitted as part of the SSDA.  

The SSDA (including the VIA) will be made 
available for the community to review during 
the public exhibition period.  

 Construction impacts 

Community members asked questions about 
the staging and hours of construction, as well 
as how the College plans to manage noise, 
pollution, and safety during this period. 

Construction impacts 

The Masterplan proposes staged construction 
to minimise cumulative impact on the 
surrounding community, with the 
redevelopment of the Sevington Courts 
forming Stage 1. 

Should the SSDA be approved, construction 
hours will be as per the Conditions of Consent 
granted by DPHI.  
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A Construction Management Plan (CMP) will 
also be prepared. The CMP will outline how the 
College will manage noise, pollution, and 
safety during this period. 

Vehicle access to the Concordia building 

Community members advised they do not 
want heavy vehicles using local roads during 
construction as this may create safety issues.  

They advised access to the Concordia Building 
should instead be via the state road network. 

Vehicle access to the Concordia building 

Newington College, AJC (architects and 
project managers) and Urbis have worked 
closely with Inner West Council and Transport 
for NSW to address vehicle access for the 
Concordia Building. Through this consultation, 
a shared access arrangement is proposed to 
allow the distribution of traffic involving entry 
via Cavendish Street and left-turn-only exit 
onto Stanmore Road. This solution is the most 
suitable arrangement to minimise local traffic 
impacts and ensure the access is 
fit-for-purpose. 

Inner West Council has expressed in-principle 
support for this arrangement.  

Newington College will continue to engage 
with Transport for NSW and Inner West Council 
about vehicle access to the Concordia 
Building as required through the planning 
process.  

Operational considerations 

Community members provided feedback and 
raised concerns about several operational 
matters at Newington College, including: 

▪ Buses parking in clearways and instances 
of unsafe driving 

▪ Student behaviour outside of school hours 

Operational considerations 

These matters have been raised with 
Newington College. The College is continuing 
to address these matters via the appropriate 
channels with the school community.  
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▪ How the school is encouraging staff and 
students to use public transport 

▪ Community access to the campus 

▪ Implications of the Masterplan for school 
fees 

Pedestrian footbridge 

Some community members asked questions 
about the inclusion of a pedestrian footbridge 
in the Masterplan, including whether this will be 
publicly accessible.  

Pedestrian footbridge 

The proposed new bridge is part of the 
Concept Masterplan and is intended to 
improve connection and accessibility from the 
College to the Concordia building.  

The proposed bridge would also ensure 
accessibility is considered for students, as the 
current bridge across Stanmore Road is not 
accessible for people with disability. 

The proposed footbridge will be publicly 
accessible. 

Engagement with Inner West Council 

Some community members asked how Inner 
West Council is being involved in development 
of the SSDA.  

Engagement with Inner West Council 

Engagement with Inner West Council was 
undertaken during both phases of 
consultation, and is a requirement of the 
SEARs, issued by DPHI.  

Newington College, Urbis and AJC have 
engaged with Council officers via a formal 
pre-DA meeting and throughout development 
of the SSDA.  

In addition, Newington College and Urbis have 
engaged with the Mayor and Damun Ward 
Councillors via emails and meetings during 
the scoping phase and throughout 
development of the SSDA.  

Detailed feedback received from Inner West 
Council is provided in Section 6.4 below.   
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First Nations 

▪ Metropolitan Local 
Aboriginal Land Council 

▪ Registered and local 
knowledge holders 

Engagement with the 
Metropolitan Local Aboriginal 
Land Council and Registered 
Aboriginal Parties is documented 
in the Aboriginal and Cultural 
Heritage Assessment Report, 
(ACHAR), submitted as part of 
the SSDA. 

Feedback from the Metropolitan Local 
Aboriginal Land Council and Registered 
Aboriginal Parties is documented in the 
Aboriginal and Cultural Heritage Assessment 
Report, (ACHAR), submitted as part of the SSDA.  

Newington College and its appointed 
technical consultants will continue to engage 
with the Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land 
Council and Registered Aboriginal Parties 
throughout design development.  
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6.3 Key themes – Key stakeholders 
This section details raised by key stakeholders including elected officials, DPHI, Inner West Council and other 
state government agencies throughout the engagement process, and the project’s response to this 
feedback. 

Key themes of feedback received during this period included: 

▪ Access to the Concordia Building must be carefully considered, balancing a range of stakeholder 
aspirations for the site 

▪ Consultation with TfNSW must inform the design of the proposed new pedestrian bridge  

▪ The project must give consideration to the nearby Heritage Conservation Area (HCA). 

▪ Design considerations, including interface with Stanmore Road and the heritage setting of the Campus.   

Additional detail is provided in Section 6.4 below.  
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6.4 Detailed summary of issues raised – Key stakeholders 
Table 8 Key stakeholder feedback 

Stakeholder How this group was consulted Feedback received Project response 

Government and agencies 

NSW Department of Planning, 
Housing and Infrastructure 
(DPHI) 

▪ Planning and assessment 
team 

On Monday 30 September 2024 
Newington College and Urbis 
Planning held a scoping meeting 
with DPHI’s Planning and 
Assessment team. 

Flood impacts 

DPHI queried if the site was flood 
affected and if dewatering was 
required for the basement car park.  

 

Flood impacts 

The site has been identified as having 
potential for overland flows, and as such, an 
Integrated Water Management Plan and 
Sediment & Erosion Control Plan have been 
prepared for and submitted as part of the 
SSDA.  

Dewatering is also required for some stages of 
the Masterplan and this will be addressed in 
the EIS. 

Social Impact Assessment (SIA) 

DPHI highlighted the importance of 
following the SIA guidelines.  

Social Impact Assessment  

The SIA has been prepared in accordance with 
the relevant guidelines.  

Pedestrian bridge 

DPHI encouraged early consultation 
with TfNSW regarding the proposed 
pedestrian bridge. 

Pedestrian bridge 

The project team has consulted with TfNSW 
regarding the pedestrian bridge. The 
outcomes of that consultation are 
documented below.  

State Design Review Panel On 27 November 2024, Newington 
College, Urbis, and AJC met with the 
State Design Review Panel to seek 
preliminary feedback before 
applying for SEARs.  

During the meeting, the State Design 
Review Panel supported a range of 
elements and outlined several other 
recommendations to inform ongoing 
design development.  

These recommendations have been 
addressed in the final Masterplan, submitted 
as part of the SSDA.  
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Stakeholder How this group was consulted Feedback received Project response 

On 26 March 2025, Newington 
College, Urbis and AJC held a follow-
up meeting with the State Design 
Review Panel to seek feedback to 
inform the design scheme 
submitted as part of the SSDA.  

During the meeting, the State Design 
Review Panel supported a range of 
elements and outlined several other 
recommendations to inform ongoing 
design development.  

These recommendations have been 
addressed in the final Masterplan, submitted 
as part of the SSDA.  

Inner West Council  

▪ Planning and Assessment 
team 

On Friday 24 January 2025 Urbis 
Planning met with the Inner West 
Council’s Planning and Assessment 
team to brief them on the project. 

Public access arrangements 

Council expressed interest in 
activation and use of public space for 
the community.  

Public access arrangements 

The College is proposing to provide 
community access to the Sevington Building 
as part of the SSDA. This includes access 
outside of school hours.   

The details of this access arrangement are 
outlined in the EIS and the Plan of 
Management, submitted as part of the SSDA.  

Shared use of other facilities to be delivered in 
the future stages of the Masterplan will be 
determined as part of the future applications. 

Tree management 

Council asked which trees will be 
retained along Stanmore Road and 
highlighted the need for a Tree 
Management Plan that also considers 
future projects that will impact trees. 

Tree management 

The Masterplan includes retention of the 
majority of existing trees along Stanmore 
Road and will increase tree canopy coverage 
across the site to 22%.  

Any trees removed to accommodate the 
Masterplan will be replaced 1 for 1.  

Traffic and parking 

Council encouraged Newington to 
consider community impacts around 
parking and traffic. 

Traffic and parking 

A Transport Impact Assessment (TIA) has 
been prepared for and submitted as part of 
the SSDA.  
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Stakeholder How this group was consulted Feedback received Project response 

The TIA examines potential traffic impacts 
associated with the delivery of the Masterplan, 
including during pick-up and drop-off times, 
and suggests mitigation measures.  

On Wednesday 14 May 2025 Urbis 
Planning met with the Inner West 
Council’s Planning and Assessment 
team for a formal pre-lodgement 
meeting.  

Council outlined a range of matters 
that the SSDA must address: 

▪ Demonstrate that the proposal 
does not affect the heritage 
significance of the heritage listed 
buildings in the site and is 
sympathetic to the Heritage 
Conservation Area (HCA). 

▪ Design advice was provided with 
respect to urban structure, urban 
grain, height and massing, 
building type, facade and 
interface, and materiality. 

▪ A Conservation Management Plan 
and Heritage Impact Statement 
are required as part of the SSDA. 

▪ Photomontages required to 
demonstrate visual impact. 

▪ Proposal should demonstrate how 
it complies with DCP parking 
requirements. 

▪ Council's preferred vehicle access 
to Concordia is for all 
access/egress via Stanmore Road 
to minimise traffic impacts on 
local streets. Council confirmed 
that a shared access 

Newington College has addressed the 
requested matters in the SSDA:  

▪ Impacts to heritage significance have 
been adequately addressed as part of 
the SSDA. 

▪ The various design matters have raised 
by Council have been considered as part 
of the SSDA. 

▪ A Conservation Management Plan and 
Heritage Impact Statement accompany 
the SSDA. 

▪ Photomontages have been prepared as 
part of the Visual Impact Assessment and 
demonstrate that the proposal will not 
have an adverse visual impact on 
surrounding properties and the public 
realm. 

▪ The TIA has addressed the DCP parking 
requirements. 

▪ The Applicant has worked with Council 
regarding the design of the vehicle 
access (exit via left-turn only) to 
Stanmore Road. 

▪ As detailed in the Landscape Design 
Report, the proposal will result in a 
increase in tree canopy. 
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Stakeholder How this group was consulted Feedback received Project response 

arrangement with entry from 
Cavendish St and exit to 
Stanmore Road would provide a 
practical alternate solution 

▪ Council outlined various matters 
to be considered in relation to 
tree management, including the 
requirement to demonstrate no 
net loss of canopy. 

▪ Details required to clarify shared 
use of school facilities by the 
community. 

▪ Council outlined various matters 
in relation to neighbouring 
amenity impact. 

▪ Proposal is to consider 
stormwater management 
requirements of the DCP. 

▪ Proposal is to consider waste 
management requirements of the 
Development Control Plan (DCP). 

▪ Requirements of Sustainable 
Buildings State Environmental 
Planning Policy (SEPP) to be 
addressed. 

▪ Requirements of Resilience and 
Hazards SEPP to be addressed. 

▪ The development would need to 
be noise attenuated in 
accordance with AS2021-2000 - 
Acoustics - Aircraft Noise 

▪ Opportunities for the shared use of school 
facilities are outlined in the SSDA. 

▪ Amenity impacts have been adequately 
addressed in the SSDA. 

▪  The civil design has addressed the DCP 
requirements. 

▪  The waste management plan has 
addressed the DCP requirements. 

▪ In accordance with the Sustainable 
Buildings SEPP, the SSDA is accompanied 
by an ESD Report, Net Zero Statement and 
NABERS Embodied Emissions Form 

▪ A Detailed Site Investigation has been 
prepared in accordance with the 
Resilience and Hazards SEPP and confirms 
that the site is suitable for the proposed 
development. 

▪ The proposed development has been 
noise attenuated accordingly as outlined 
in the Noise and Vibration Impact 
Assessment. 



 

Newington SSDA Outcomes Report  What we heard 42 
 

Stakeholder How this group was consulted Feedback received Project response 

Intrusion-Building Siting and 
Construction. 

Inner West Council  

▪ Environment team 

On 28 October 2025, Urbis’ Heritage 
team sought preliminary feedback 
on the Conservation Management 
Plan for the Newington College 
Masterplan SSDA from Inner West 
Council’s Environment team.   

On 13 November 2025, Council 
acknowledged that the Conservation 
Management Plan adequately covers 
most aspects of the history and 
management of the site and made 
several suggestions to be addressed 
during finalisation.  

The requested matters have been addressed 
in the final Conservation Management Plan, 
submitted as part of the SSDA.  

Inner West Council  

▪ Development Engineering 
team 

On Wednesday 11 March 2026, Traffix 
sought feedback from Council on 
the temporary car park, which forms 
part of the Stage 1 works.  

On Thusday 26 March 2026, Council 
responded to confirm there was no 
objection to the temporary staff car 
park as outlined in the proposed Car 
Park Plan (Drawing reference SK120 
Rev 3, dated 5 December 2025) 
subject to the following: 

▪ Concurrence from TfNSW for the 
vehicle crossing; 

▪ A Section 138 approval being 
obtained from Council for the 
vehicle crossing works; 

▪ When the temporary carpark is no 
longer required the vehicle 
crossing shall be removed and 
restored to kerb and gutter and 
footpath in accordance with the 
requirements of Council and 
TfNSW; and 

▪ Replacement mature trees to be 
installed upon completion of the 
works.  This shall be undertaken in 

Separate feedback was obtained from TfNSW 
in relation to the temporary car park as 
summarised later in this table. 

The Applicant accepts Council’s 
requirements as conditions of consent. 
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consultation with our Council's 
Urban Forest Team. 

Transport for New South Wales 
(TfNSW) 

▪ Traffic team 

On Friday 1 November 2024 Urbis 
Planning, Newington College, Traffix 
and AJC met with TfNSW to discuss 
the proposed pedestrian bridge over 
Stanmore Road. 

TfNSW noted that the proposed 
pedestrian bridge would need 
consider relevant TfNSW guidelines 
and specifications. 

Noted. The reference design for the pedestrian 
bridge responds to the relevant TfNSW 
guidelines and specifications.  

On Tuesday 1 April 2025 Urbis 
Planning, Newington College, Traffix 
and AJC met with TfNSW to discuss 
the proposed vehicle access out of 
the Concordia building. 

TfNSW outlined their preferred position 
for all access / egress via Cavendish 
Street.  

Newington College, AJC (architects and 
project managers) and Urbis have worked 
closely with Inner West Council and Transport 
for NSW to address vehicle access for the 
Concordia Building. Through this consultation, 
a shared access arrangement is proposed to 
allow the distribution of traffic involving entry 
via Cavendish Street and left-turn-only exit 
onto Stanmore Road. This solution is the most 
suitable arrangement to minimise local traffic 
impacts and ensure the access is 
fit-for-purpose. 

Inner West Council has expressed in-principle 
support for this arrangement.  

Newington College will continue to engage 
with Transport for NSW and Inner West Council 
about vehicle access to the Concordia 
Building as required through the planning 
process.  

On Thursday 30 October 2025, Urbis 
Planning and AJC meet with TfNSW 
to discuss the reference design for 
the proposed pedestrian bridge over 
Stanmore Road. 

After consideration of the information 
provided in the meeting and the 
understanding that the bridge will 
permit 24/7 public access, the 
following comments were provided: 

These comments have been addressed in the 
EIS and Design Report, submitted as part of 
the SSDA. 
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▪ The bridge is in a heritage area so 
please ensure you have 
considered the design 
requirements to address visual 
impacts of the bridge 

▪ The stairwell on the northern side 
does not appear to be designed 
for public access and your team 
will need to address design 
requirements for safe public 
spaces 

▪ Consideration should be given to 
the urban design objectives for 
projects within road corridors. 

▪ As part of the future application 
for the bridge, please assess the 
sightlines to the existing traffic 
signal lanterns at the existing at-
grade pedestrian crossing when 
approaching from both directions 
to ensure that the bridge does not 
obscure existing lanterns, signs 
etc. 

 

On Wednesday 17 December 2025, 
TfNSW provided further feedback via 
email correspondence in relation to 
the proposed pedestrian bridge. 

TfNSW advised that the concept plans 
for the proposed pedestrian bridge 
had been reviewed and that the 
detailed design would need to 
consider the following: 

▪ Designed by a TfNSW approved 
technical practitioner/ 
organisation in accordance with 

These matters will be considered in the 
detailed design of the proposed pedestrian 
bridge as part of the detailed SSDA for Stage 6. 
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applicable bridge standards and 
specifications of TfNSW which 
specify a design life of 100 years. 

▪ If the bridge is to be dedicated to 
TfNSW, the bridge land and the 
required maintenance space 
should also be dedicated as 
public road so that it is publicly 
accessible, 24/7, and the bridge 
should be designed so that it is 
separable from the building. 

▪ If the bridge is to be owned and 
maintained privately, an 
easement for public use will need 
to be in place to adequately cover 
the bridge and connected stairs, 
lifts and ramps. 

▪ One side of the bridge is within a 
building.  In this instance, fire 
safety, security and lighting 
requirements should comply with 
relevant building codes in 
addition to the relevant bridge 
requirements. 

▪ It is recommended to have public 
lifts separate from the building lift 
for the occupants, with fire 
separation of the public lift from 
any building lift. 

▪ The developer will need to sign a 
maintenance / interface 
agreement with TfNSW to confirm 
that the bridge asset over state 
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road will be inspected and 
maintained in accordance with 
TfNSW Bridge Inventory and 
Inspection Policy . 

▪ The developer will need to submit 
an inspection report every 2 years 
to TfNSW along with the 
maintenance record. 

▪ If any high-risk maintenance 
action is identified in the asset, 
TfNSW should be notified of 
defects and the risk management 
measures including the repair 
strategy. 

▪ The developer will be required to 
enter into a Works Authorisation 
Deed (WAD) with TfNSW.  The 
works must be designed and 
constructed in accordance with 
the conditions of the WAD and 
any relevant consent conditions 
which are provided by TfNSW.   

▪ All works shall be at no cost to 
TfNSW. 

▪ The developer will need to Submit 
the Works As Executed (WAE) 
documents to TfNSW on 
completion. 

Following receipt of TfNSW’s earlier 
feedback on the proposed bridge, 
Urbis sought further advice on 
Thursday 8 January 2026 regarding 

TfNSW responded on Thursday 12 
March 2026 to advise the following if 
the bridge is to be owned and 
maintained privately: 

The Applicant acknowledges that concurrence 
from TfNSW is required as part of the SSDA for 
the proposed bridge over Stanmore Road. 
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the process that would need to be 
followed post approval and the 
extent of the easement required. 

▪ Inner West Council owns 
Stanmore Road and as such, no 
stratum easement is required 
within the road reserve boundary 
for the bridge.  

▪ The proposed bridge will require 
TfNSW’s concurrence under 
Section 138 of the Roads Act 1993 
and this would be assessed as 
part of the formal DA process via 
a referral from the relevant 
consent authority.  

▪ Once the DA is approved, the 
developer would be required to 
enter into a Works Authorisation 
Deed (WAD) for the detailed 
design and construction of the 
bridge.  As part of this process, a 
formal easement for access 
would be required to be provided 
within the Newington College land 
which provides the public with 
access 24/7 or as agreed with 
Council. 

▪ A feature and level survey would 
be required for the purposes of 
the easement extents which 
would likely be confined the 
footprint of the built form of the 
bridge with a cadastral survey. 

▪ A bridge of this nature would likely 
have a 100-year design life and 
would need to be built separately 

The Applicant accepts TfNSW’s requirements 
for the pedestrian bridge as conditions of 
consent that would need to be satisfied as 
part of the detailed SSDA for Stage 6 of the 
Concept Proposal (Concordia redevelopment 
and associated pedestrian bridge). 
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from any adjoining building so 
that if the adjoining building had 
to be demolished, the bridge 
could stand separately. 

▪ A Section 88b instrument under 
the Conveyancing Act 1919 would 
need to be prepared with agreed 
terms signed between Council 
and the Applicant.  This 
instrument would be attached to 
the title of the property to ensure 
that any future land holder is 
aware of the requirements of the 
bridge and access on the land. 

▪ Once agreed, the easement and 
agreement would be registered 
with the Land Registry Services 
(LRS). 

Sydney Water Engagement with Sydney Water 
occurred via the Sydney Water 
online portal throughout 
development of the SSDA.  

Sydney Water advised that the existing 
watermains are suitable for the 
proposal. They also identified that a 
Section 73 application is required upon 
development consent to ensure 
Sydney Water assets within the site 
are protected during construction.  

Sydney Water have responded to water 
supply available pressure and flow 
applications and concluded that water mains 
are suitable for the proposed development 
works. Sewer and water mains traverse the 
site and it has been identified that a Section 
73 application is required upon development 
consent to ensure the Sydney Water assets 
within the site boundaries are suitably 
protected during construction. 

Ausgrid Engineering consultant Steensen 
Varming contacted Ausgrid for 
advice through a preliminary 

Ausgrid confirmed that the existing 
substations rating and capacity was 
not sufficient for the Sevington Courts 

As a result of the advice provided by Ausgrid, it 
is confirmed that existing substation S.50147 
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enquiry submitted in March 2025. 
Further to this there was additional 
email correspondence in July 2025. 

proposal and that a new transformer 
would be required. 

cannot be used to supply the new building 
and that a new transformer would be required. 

Elected officials 

The Hon. Anthony Albanese MP ▪ Stakeholder letters 

 

To date, no response has been 
received from The Hon. Anthony 
Albanese MP.  

The College will continue to engage with The 
Hon Anthony Albanese MP as required by the 
project.  

Jenny Leong MP, Member for 
Newtown 

▪ Stakeholder letters 

▪ Stakeholder briefings 

Enquiry channels (1800 hotline and 
email) 

Pedestrian footbridge 

The Member for Newtown queried how 
the proposed new pedestrian 
footbridge would interface with the 
existing footbridge.  

Pedestrian footbridge 

The proposed new bridge is part of the 
Concept Masterplan and is intended to 
improve connection and accessibility from the 
College to the Concordia building. The 
proposed bridge would also ensure 
accessibility is considered for students, as the 
current bridge across Stanmore Road is not 
accessible for people living with disability. 

Location of proposed works 

The Member for Newtown enquired if 
the proposal was contained to the 
boundary of the school. 

 

Location of proposed works 

The Masterplan is contained within the 
boundary of the senior school campus, 
including the existing Concordia Building 
opposite the campus on Stanmore Road.  

Community access to facilities 

The Member for Newtown questioned 
if community access to the proposed 
facilities would be considered.  

 

Community access to facilities 

The College is proposing to provide 
community access to the Sevington Building 
as part of the SSDA. This includes access 
outside of school hours.   
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The details of this access arrangement are 
outlined in the EIS and the Plan of 
Management, submitted as part of the SSDA.  

Shared use of other facilities to be delivered in 
the future stages of the Masterplan will be 
determined as part of the future applications. 

Inner West Council  

▪ Mayor Darcy Brown 

▪ Deputy Mayor Chloe Smith 

▪ Councillor Liz Atkins 

▪ Councillor Jessica D’Arienzo 

▪ Councillor Vicki Clay 

▪ Councillor Victor Macri 

▪ Stakeholder letters 

▪ Stakeholder briefings 

Enquiry channels (1800 hotline and 
email) 

Community consultation 

The Councillors queried if the 
community has been consulted about 
the shared access arrangements for 
the Concordia building.  

Community consultation 

The community has been informed of the 
shared access arrangements via community 
newsletters and a community webinar.  

 

Shared access arrangement 
(Concordia Building) 

The Councillors questioned how 
access to the Concordia Building 
would be provided if TfNSW did not 
support entry / exit via Stanmore 
Road.  

The Councillors queried if access to 
Stanmore Road would be left turn only 
from Concordia. 

 

 

Shared access arrangement (Concordia 
Building) 

Vehicle access to the Concordia Building will 
be via Cavendish Street.  

Vehicle egress from the Concordia Building 
will be via a left turn only onto Stanmore Road.  

In-principle support for this arrangement has 
been provided by Inner West Council and is 
reflected in the final SSDA.  

Construction traffic impacts 

The Councillors asked about potential 
impacts associated with construction 
traffic, including: 

Construction traffic impacts 

A Transport Impact Assessment (TIA) will be 
prepared for and submitted as part of the 
SSDA.  
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▪ How construction traffic will be 
managed 

How trucks waiting in local streets will 
be managed 

The TIA will examine potential traffic impacts 
during construction and operation of the 
project.   

The SSDA will be made available for the 
community to review during the public 
exhibition period. 

If the project is approved, Newington College 
will develop a Construction Traffic 
Management Plan (CTMP). The CTMP will set 
out measures to minimise the impact of 
construction traffic and outline procedures for 
managing construction-related complaints. 

Operational considerations 

The Councillors questioned how 
Newington is managing a range of 
matters associated with school pick-
up and drop off, including: 

▪ Parents sitting in cars out the front 
of local homes during pick up 
times 

▪ Encouraging students to use 
public or active transport 

 

Operational considerations 

These matters have been raised with 
Newington College. The College is continuing 
to address these matters via the appropriate 
channels with the school community. 
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7 Future community and stakeholder 
engagement 

Newington College will continue to keep stakeholders and the community informed of the project approval 
process through the exhibition and determination phases by:   

▪ Continuing to engage with the community about the project, its impacts, and the approval process.  

▪ Enabling the community to seek clarification about the project through the two-way communication 
channels.   

Pending consent from DPHI, and specific conditions of consent, Newington College will maintain regular 
updates and maintain open lines of enquiry, feedback and response with the community throughout all 
stages of the project. Communication will include, but will not be limited to: 

▪ Regular updates of the project website: https://www.newington.nsw.edu.au/community/ssda/.  

▪ Regular updates to the school community via Newington College communication channels.  

▪ Updates via letter and emails to elected officials, Inner West Council and the community at key project 
milestones, and during works as required. 

▪ Undertaking community and stakeholder engagement at each stage of the masterplan development 
in accordance with DPHI and Inner West Council community participation guidelines. 

  

https://www.newington.nsw.edu.au/community/ssda/
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Disclaimer 
This report is dated 8 April 2026 and incorporates information and events up to that date only and excludes 
any information arising, or event occurring, after that date which may affect the validity of Urbis Ltd (Urbis) 
opinion in this report.  Urbis prepared this report on the instructions, and for the benefit only, of COUNCIL OF 
NEWINGTON COLLEGE (Instructing Party) for the purpose of Engagement Outcomes Report (Purpose) and 
not for any other purpose or use. To the extent permitted by applicable law, Urbis expressly disclaims all 
liability, whether direct or indirect, to the Instructing Party which relies or purports to rely on this report for any 
purpose other than the Purpose, and to any other person which relies or purports to rely on this report for any 
purpose whatsoever (including the Purpose). 

In preparing this report, Urbis was required to make judgements which may be affected by unforeseen future 
events, the likelihood and effects of which are not capable of precise assessment. 

All surveys, forecasts, projections and recommendations contained in or associated with this report are made 
in good faith and on the basis of information supplied to Urbis at the date of this report, and upon which Urbis 
relied. Achievement of the projections and budgets set out in this report will depend, among other things, on 
the actions of others over which Urbis has no control. 

In preparing this report, Urbis may rely on or refer to documents in a language other than English, which Urbis 
may arrange to be translated. Urbis is not responsible for the accuracy or completeness of such translations 
and disclaims any liability for any statement or opinion made in this report being inaccurate or incomplete 
arising from such translations. 

Whilst Urbis has made all reasonable inquiries it believes necessary in preparing this report, it is not 
responsible for determining the completeness or accuracy of information provided to it. Urbis (including its 
officers and personnel) is not liable for any errors or omissions, including in information provided by the 
Instructing Party or another person or upon which Urbis relies, provided that such errors or omissions are not 
made by Urbis recklessly or in bad faith. 

This report has been prepared with due care and diligence by Urbis and the statements and opinions given 
by Urbis in this report are given in good faith and in the reasonable belief that they are correct and not 
misleading, subject to the limitations above. 
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Picture 1 December newsletter 
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Picture 2 February newsletter 

  



 

Newington SSDA Outcomes Report  
Appendix A  

Community Newsletter – December 2024 59 
 
 

  



 

Newington SSDA Outcomes Report  
Appendix A  

Community Newsletter – December 2024 60 
 
 

 
  



 

Newington SSDA Outcomes Report  
Appendix A  

Community Newsletter – December 2024 61 
 
 

 
  



 

Newington SSDA Outcomes Report  
Appendix B  

Community Newsletter – February 2025 62 
 
 

  

Appendix B  
Community Newsletter – February 2025 



 

Newington SSDA Outcomes Report  
Appendix B  

Community Newsletter – February 2025 63 
 
 

 

 



 

Newington SSDA Outcomes Report  
Appendix B  

Community Newsletter – February 2025 64 
 
 

 

 



 

Newington SSDA Outcomes Report  
Appendix B  

Community Newsletter – February 2025 65 
 
 

 

 



 

Newington SSDA Outcomes Report  
Appendix B  

Community Newsletter – February 2025 66 
 
 

 



 

Newington SSDA Outcomes Report  
Appendix C –  

Community Newsletter November 2025 67 
 
 

  

Appendix C –  
Community Newsletter November 2025 



 

Newington SSDA Outcomes Report  
Appendix C –  

Community Newsletter November 2025 68 
 
 

 

 



 

Newington SSDA Outcomes Report  
Appendix C –  

Community Newsletter November 2025 69 
 
 

 



 

Newington SSDA Outcomes Report  
Appendix C –  

Community Newsletter November 2025 70 
 
 

 

 



 

Newington SSDA Outcomes Report  
Appendix C –  

Community Newsletter November 2025 71 
 
 

 

 



 

Newington SSDA Outcomes Report  
Appendix D  

Community Newsletter Distribution Area 72 
 
 

  

Appendix D  
Community Newsletter Distribution Area 



 

Newington SSDA Outcomes Report  
Appendix D  

Community Newsletter Distribution Area 73 
 
 

Map 1 Community letter distribution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map 2 Doorknock map 
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