LOCALITY STATEMENTS

2.1.5

Bridge Street/Macquarie Place/Bulletin Place Special
Character Area
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Bridge Street was the earliest east-west link across the Tank Stream between
George and Macquarie Streets. It is significant for its association with a major
colonial government building programme in the 1880's, which included the First
Government House and Macquarie Place Reserve. Both the Reserve and Bridge
Street represent the early planning of the colony with a street pattern that is
reflective of the area's early topography.

The area retains evidence of its establishment by Governor Macquarie as the
geographic and administrative centre of the colony, with the sandstone obelisk
placed at the centre of Macquarie Place to mark the point from which all distances
in the colony were measured.

A cohesive group of landmark sandstone buildings, some occupying whole
blocks, define important public spaces and corners. Bridge Strest offers an
important vista to the Conservatorium of Music to the east and views to the water.
Other views are distinguished by significant buildings within the area, especially
those with special roof features.

The intact system of supporting lanes, some incorporated within building facades,
is rare in the City and improves pedestrian permeability.

Principles

(@ Development must achieve and satisfy the outcomes expressed in the
character statement and supporting principles.

(b) Recognise and enhance Bridge Street as one of Sydney’s pre-eminent
urban spaces and as the locality of heritage items which have housed
activities of State and National significance.

(c)  Protect and extend morning sun access to Macquarie Place, Bridge Street
and First Government House Place.

(d)  Conserve the existing significant laneways in the area and encourage active
uses, where compatible with their significance.

(e) Maintain and reinforce existing important public spaces, intersections and
corners, in particular those crowned by significant buildings, such as the
Lands Department and the Chief Secretary’s Departrment Building.

() Maintain and enhance existing views to the water, and also significant vistas
to the Lands Department Building from Loftus Street, Macquarie Place
and Bridge Street itself, in addition to the vista along Bridge Street to the
Conservatorium of Music.
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(g) Maintain and reinforce the cohesive and rare streetscape character of
Bridge Street and Macquarie Place by requiring new buildings to be built
to the street alignment and with building heights that reinforce the existing
predominant street frontage height.

(h) Protect vistas that terminate at significant heritage buildings, including
nineteenth and twentieth century public and commercial buildings.
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2.1.6 Macquarie Street Special Character Area

i
|

Macquarie Street contains a collection of highly significant buildings dating from
the early 19th century to the late 20th century. Originally a government precinct,
it has expanded to embrace first residential, professional, then commercial and
tourism uses.

Macquarie Street forms the eastern built edge of the City Centre. It is
characterised by two distinct sides: its western built edge consists of medium
scale buildings, stepping up to the city high rise beyond, creating a prominent city
skyline when viewed from the Botanic Gardens; while the eastern edge includes
the Botanic Gardens and to the south a cohesive rare group of public buildings of
national significance, that terminate east-west streets and create significant vistas,
particularly from Martin Place.

Macquarie Street is an important civic street providing a vista terminated to the
south by Hyde Park, with views north to the Opera House.

Principles

(@) Development must achieve and satisfy the outcomes expressed in the
character statement and supporting principles.

(b)  Recognise Macquarie Street as one of Sydney’s pre-eminent public spaces
flanked by heritage items which house activities of State and national
significance.

(c)  Protect and extend mid-winter lunchtime sun access to Hyde Park, the Royal
Botanic Gardens and the Domain.

(d) Improve and enhance the public domain and pedestrian amenity of the
street and promote its image as a grand and civic boulevard.

(¢)  Maintain and reinforce the urban character and scale of Macquarie Street
and sense of built edge definition to the western side of the Royal Botanic
Gardens by requiring new buildings to:

i. be built to the street alignment; and

i, have street frontage heights and building setbacks above street
frontage heights, consistent with the prevailing scale, form and
character of buildings nearby.

()  Emphasise Macquarie Street as the eastern built edge of the City and
maintain the stepped building form from it westwards towards the
north-south ridge of the City centre,
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Maintain and enhance existing views and vistas to the harbour and Opera
House to the north and Hyde Park to the south.

Conserve and enhance the heritage significance of the area including
the nineteenth and twentieth century public, institutional, religious and
commercial buildings and their settings.

Ensure new development is designed and sited to protect the heritage
significance of heritage items within the area, with special consideration
given to heritage curtilage of heritage items established by an approved
Conservation Management Plan.
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2.1.4 Circular Quay Special Character Area
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Circular Quay's significance lies in its position at the head of Sydney Cove, its
function as the harbour gateway to the city and as a major celebratory public
space. It was the location of the earliest colonial settlement. Customs House and
its relationship to the Quay is physical evidence of the importance of the Quay in
maritime activities in the 19th and early 20th centuries.

During the 20th century commercial shipping gave way to the pedestrian
commuter and transport interchange function which reinforced the place as a
major transport hub and a focal point for the City.

The Quay is characterised by significant public spaces facilitating unique views

to the water, the Harbour Bridge and the Opera House, and also views from

the water to the City beyond. These open spaces are enclosed by buildings of
different architectural styles and periods, reflecting the history and development of
the Quay. While the buildings to the east of the Quay have a relatively consistent
character, scale and form, those to the south exhibit a notable disparity in building
scale, form and architectural treatment, representative of their different periods.

Principles

(@)

(b)

Development must achieve and satisfy the outcomes expressed in the
character statement and supporting principles.

Recognise Circular Quay as a Special Character Area with a unique
character where Sydney Harbour meets the City, with a series of significant
public spaces.

Reinforce the urban character and scale of Circular Quay by requiring new
buildings to be built to the street alignment, and to have a transition of
building heights from Circular Quay to the maximum building height of the
northern area of Central Sydney.

Ensure that any development associated with the important transport
interchange provided at Circular Quay is consistent with enhancement of the
public domain of Circular Quay.

Ensure that the important history, symbolic value and significance of the
Quay and its maritime uses are interpreted in the design of new spaces and
buildings.
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() Maintain and enhance views to the water, the Harbour Bridge and the Opera
House from various spaces of the Quay, and from the water to the Quay and
the City beyond.

(g) Maintain and reinforce the image of the area as a major focal point and its
function as a celebratory public space.

(h) Enhance interpretation of the historical development of the area including
progressive changes to the natural shoreline and geography including the
tank stream and cultural changes from a trading port to civic focus.
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