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The materiality of the Walsh Bay Arts Precinct Waterfront 

Square is derived from the surrounding heritage con-

text, yet is distinctly separate in terms of material pal-

ette, character and colour, in accordance with the Burra 

Charter conservation principles.

The composition achieves a delicate balance between 

offering a distinctly contemporary public space which 

neither copies nor confuses itself with the surrounding 

heritage structures, whist still respecting the materiality 

and industrial context of the Precinct. To achieve this, 

the project has taken a two-fold approach. The first is a 
connection to historical narrative, where the use of ma-

terials such as timber, netting and catenary structures 

harks back to the Precinct’s days as a working dock. 

The second embraces an industrial and utilitarian ap-

proach to space via clearly new and abstract surfaces 

such as industrial grating, and a clean planar rectangle 

of lawn, both of which enhance and define the spatial 
composition of the waterfront. The geometry and loca-

tion of the lawn within the waterfront square has been 

amended to greater reflect this strategy.
 

The application of lawn for contexts, such as Walsh Bay 

is a regularly utilised and highly successful design strat-

egy deployed in many multi-award winning heritage and 

adaptive reuse projects, including those that sit within 

an industrial harbour context. Examples in Australia 

include the Paddington Reservoir Gardens, Ballast Point 

Park, Cockatoo Island, the MCA, and the new Tonsley 

Main Assembly Building. Well known international proj-

ects include The Highline, The Danish National Maritime 

Museum and Torpedo Hall Apartments. 
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WATERFRONT SQUARE PAVEMENT STRATEGY



20/03/17

PRECEDENT IMAGES



20/03/17

02 | 04. Design Interrogation
PRECEDENT IMAGES


















	00-Cover
	LD_DD_01-Legend
	LD_DD_05-Sections _ Elevation
	LD_DD_06-Sections _ Elevation
	LD_DD_07-Materials_ Finishes Plan - Colour
	a.pdf
	LD_DD_03 [Layout/ Gradient Plan]
	Viewport-12
	Viewport-4
	Viewport-40


	vv.pdf
	LD_DD_04 [Materials/ Finishes Plan]
	Viewport-23
	Viewport-5
	Viewport-7
	Viewport-39





