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03 Site Analysis
VIVIAN FRASER INTERVENTION

1984-2017

Architect Vivian Fraser considered the challenge of
converting Wharf 4/5 from a wool store in 1922 into a
Theatre in 1985 to be ‘extraordinarily difficult’

The Vivian Fraser and Richard Wherrett scheme was
not achieved without design compromise &
challenges, and significant interventions to the
heritage fabric.

STC50 Architectural Design Report

WORKSHOP

_Inefficient use of space - only one set up area
_No area to erect sets above 5.8M

_Manual handling issues

_Uneven workshop floor + poor ventilation systems

LOADING

_No loading dock for security, dispatch
and receivables

SCENIC

_Poor ventilation

_Inadequate spraying facilities
_Poor wash up area

HICKSON ROAD ENTRANCE

_Only one public entrance to STC

_No sense of arrival/poor way finding
_Box Office/reception entry not visible /
welcoming

PRODUCTION OFFICES

_Over-crowded
_Subject to noise + fumes from workshops

COSTUMES + WARDROBE

TECHWORLD

_Inefficient use of space
_Poor access

_Poor acoustics for sound
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LOFT, ARCHIVES + SEASON
TICKETS

_Poor acoustics
_Over-crowded
_Poor access

_Over-crowded, storage system requires upgrade,
inefficient use of space

_Poor facilities for wigs + makeup + dying/fabric
treatment

_Roof leaks

_Poor thermal performance

REHEARSAL ROOMS

_Poor acoustics

_Poor thermal performance

_No breakout spaces

_Second room is too small
_Rehearsalinterrupted by bump in to theatres

WHARF 1

_Poor acoustics and sight lines

_Poor head height and compromised space for technical zone

_End of life fit out + outdated theatre technology

_Poor access

_Restricted configuration + limited options for theatrical innovation
_Roof leaks

THE WALK

_Shared path of travel with public makes
bump-in and bump-outs inefficient

_Poor equitable access, including limited
universal access to bathrooms

KITCHEN

_Too small for service

\ _All deliveries via loading dock and workshop
_Limited store

FIRETUNNEL

_Outdated fire solution
_Inefficient use of low height
space

WHARF 2

_Poor Acoustics
_Inadequate dressing rooms
_Poor access

_Restricted configuration and expensive to
convert to other uses

DRESSING ROOMS
_Dressing rooms in need of complete
refurbishment

ADMIN WHARF ENTRANCE

No entry or exit at End of Wharf or Mid Wharf
Overcrowded with sub-standard amenities
_Roof leaks
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PROPOSED CONDITIONS

The Next 45 Years

WORKSHOP

_Two set up areas created

_Forklift access and improved ventilation systems ROOF MODIFICATION
_New Gantry crane to move material

_Improved storage of material

_Allow Theatre sets to be built at full height

The STC50 proposal will be the Wharf’s third iteration.

Its works are largely confined to modifying the 1984
refurbishment internally, and adopting a light touch
approach to the heritage fabric.

LOADING

_Secure access

BACK OF HOUSE PATH OF TRAVEL

_Secure access
_Separated from Front of House

_Dedicated receiving and dispatch office

HICKSON ROAD ENTRY

_Enhanced, visible + accessible

TECHWORLD

_New production offices
_Improved storage

LOFT

_Multi-use space maintained

COSTUME + WARDROBE

_New office for receiving of material
_Bathroom and shared utility services

PROPS STORE

storage consolidated

_Props store and Props making co-located and

HASSELL
© 2016

_Natural daylight and naturally ventilated
_Ease of transporting sets

Proposed Conditions:

Part 1 Works

Part 2 Works

ADMIN + ATRIUM

_Alladmin co-located

_Customer service function

_STC ‘Main Street’

_Staff bathrooms and kitchenette
_Mid Wharf public bathrooms

PLANT ROOM

shared use of services

_Centralised and efficient

ROOF MODIFICATION

_Allow for clear head height to technical zones in Theatre 1, improve sight
lines and allow flexible seating configurations

THEATRE

_Modern theatre systems
_Column free space with improved height for sight lines, rigging and technical
equipment.

REHEARSAL ROOMS + SUPPORT

_Two rehearsal rooms of equal size

_Sound proofed

_Rehearsal breakout spaces with bathroom facilities

WHARF ENTRANCE
_Accessible Mid Wharf access

THEATRE

_Flexible space with 200 retractable seats
_Foyer space via new Atrium
_New dressing room

KITCHEN + PUBLIC MULTI-USE SPACE

_Increased kitchen facilities with reheat kitchen for
public multi-use space

i & _Goods lift access
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WHARF ENTRANCE
New End of Wharf Balcony & Entrance
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