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25 August 2016 
 

Attn: Ben Sawley 
Resource Co RRF  
PO Box 542 
Enfield Plaza, SA 5085   

via: Matt Bell (mattbell@bellarc.com.au) 

 

Dear Ben,  

 

Re: Resource Co Resource Recovery Facility, 
35-37 Frank Street, Wetherill Park - Landscape Statement 

 

Tract Consultants were originally engaged by Bell Architecture December 2015 to prepare a 
conceptual landscape package based upon Mott McDonald’s (project Civil Engineer) 
stormwater management plan and site grading. Following concerns regarding proposed site 
levels, the Ahrens Group engaged Triaxial Consulting to further refine the site grading and 
stormwater management of the development site. 

The revised concept provided by Triaxial consulting allows the integrity of the landscape 
concept originally undertaken in December 2015 / January 2016 to be maintained, with minor 
amendments, whilst better integrating the development with its neighbours. 

As a result of the revised site levels, the retaining wall to the Northern boundary has been 
reduced from 5.2m high to 3.25m high. The retaining wall to the Western boundary has been 
reduced in height and length (terminating near the weighbridge). There is a stronger street 
address (i.e. better visual connection / less segregation) with Frank Street as the reduced site 
levels have negated the need for retaining walls along the Southern boundary and allowed 
for a slight increase in garden bed area.  

The resulting landscape treatment for 35 – 37 Frank Street, Wetherill Park has been designed 
to complement the architecture of the proposed administration building, accommodate the 
practical aspects of the industrial facility whilst being respectful of the existing streetscape 
character and significantly improve the landscape amenity to the lot.  

Along the Western boundary a variable height retaining wall is still required to accommodate 
a variable level shift of the neighbouring industrial estate. This retaining wall system has been 
designed to minimise impact on the root zone of the existing neighbouring trees, in 
accordance with arborist recommendations. A 1.8m high fence will be installed along the 
retaining wall and return along the northern boundary. The western boundary will also be 
planted with screening shrubs and grasses to improve visual amenity.  

A retaining wall is proposed along the Northern boundary, and 3m clear of the Northern 
boundary easement, to accommodate a variable level shift with the neighbouring industrial 
development. This wall will include a vehicle safety barrier, concrete footpath and 1.8m high 
fence. 

The existing landscape character to the frontage of the site is poor and currently comprised of 
only turf and various tree species in relatively modest condition. An opportunity exists to 
rejuvenate and significantly improve the quality of the landscape/streetscape character by 
incorporating a variety of elements that will complement the architecture of the building and 
improve the streetscape character. This would involve removing some 17 trees in relatively 
poor condition to accommodate new hardscape areas and subsequent earthworks and 
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replacing with some 21 advanced specimen trees. Refer to the arborist report for details of 
existing trees, and landscape plan for details of new planting. 

The proposed landscape design has sought to provide a dedicated 5m vegetated buffer 
integrated with pedestrian orientated urban character within the 10m setback area by 
incorporating various hard and soft landscape elements to discreetly facilitate functional 
movement and the parking of light vehicles, whilst providing passive / contemplative space 
for visitors and staff to enjoy. 

High quality permeable landscape materials such as Eco-Trihex within the car park area, 
allows stormwater to be retained on-site for longer periods of time and reduces the impact 
upon council’s existing infrastructure during times of heavy rain. Garden beds are 
incorporated within the carpark area as well, to help soften visual impact of the permeable 
paved area.  

A variety of hardscape materials of varying colours / textures including precast pavers, setts 
and masonry walls are used to articulate the plaza and forecourt space and provide a sense of 
arrival, address and identity. The front wall treatment around the entry plaza borrows from the 
architectural vernacular and presents an integrated approach by incorporating a battened 
palisade fence system to reflect that being used in the detailing of the administration 
building.  

Architectural bench seating is provided within the plaza, shaded by the proposed deciduous 
feature tree planting to facilitate a comfortable and desirable microclimate for visitors and 
staff all year round. The main pedestrian entry from the street to the building is directed 
through the small urbanised entry plaza and is suitable for all abilities access (i.e. wheelchairs) 
as per Australian Standards.  

The DCP requires a 10m landscape setback to Frank Street boundary, for “Landscaping” only 
(except where driveways are located). “Landscaping” is not defined in the DCP (vis-a-vis hard 
or soft). DCP Control (item 9.4.1 Landscaping) provides for the use of decorative paving 
treatments, and the use of planting to visually soften areas, provide shade and reduce heat 
effects.  

The landscape threshold addressing Frank Street has been designed to include a dedicated 
5m wide garden bed and a 20m wide mixed-use zone incorporating landscaped car park and 
plaza areas comprising; feature paving, articulated walls, fences, footpaths, permeable paving, 
furniture, garden beds and shade trees. 

This revised site levels allows the landscape component of the new development to be better 
integrated into existing site conditions established along all boundaries and ultimately 
provides a new and improved 25m wide streetscape between the new building and Frank 
Street boundary. 

 

Regards, 

 

Ben Moorcroft 
Senior Landscape Architect 
Tract Consultants Pty Ltd 
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