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Rita Hatem

From: River Murray Health <RiverMurrayHealth@mdba.gov.au>
Sent: Wednesday, 18 February 2026 10:00 AM
To: Rita Hatem
Cc: Engagement
Subject: RE: Notice of Exhibition – Forbes Solar Farm (SSD-72383210)

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

OFFICIAL 

 
 
Dear Rita 

 
Thank you for the opportunity of reviewing and advising on NSW SSD-72383210 Forbes Solar Farm. 

 
In considering this proposal, the MDBA’s role is to ensure the water quality of the River Murray is 
maintained or improved, contribuƟng to the protecƟon of the riverine and floodplain environment. 

 
Based on the informaƟon provided, the MDBA has completed its assessment in accordance with the 
provisions under Clause 49 of Schedule 1 (Murray-Darling Basin Agreement) of the Water Act (2007). 

 
Our assessment concludes the proposal is unlikely to significantly impact the flow, use, control, and quality 
of water of the River Murray, noƟng: 

 the proposal’s locaƟon appears suitably zoned and is in the mid-Lachlan catchment well away from 
the River Murray and its tributaries/anabranches 

 the project area sensibly comprises water course exclusions and riparian buffers, with hydraulic 
invesƟgaƟons indicaƟng unlikely adverse impacts to water course bed/bank stability. 

 
Should you have any further queries, please direct them to RiverMurrayHealth@mdba.gov.au.  

 

Regards, 

Mike Ridley 

Senior Project Officer, River Murray Water Quality 

River ConnecƟvity | Water Quality & Salinity 
River Management 

Murray–Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) 
Canberra | Ngunnawal 
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www.mdba.gov.au 
 
We offer respect & acknowledge the TradiƟonal Owners as Custodians of Country throughout our Basin & their conƟnued connecƟon to land, 
water & community. 
 
 
 

OFFICIAL 

From: Jess Fountain <Jessica.Fountain@dpie.nsw.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, 22 January 2026 10:33 AM 
To: River Murray Health <RiverMurrayHealth@mdba.gov.au> 
Cc: Rita Hatem <Rita.Hatem@planning.nsw.gov.au>; Engagement <Engagement@mdba.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Notice of Exhibition – Forbes Solar Farm (SSD-72383210) 
 
Hi Mike 
 
Thanks for confirming receipt. 
 
When your team have finalised your advice, please forward it to Rita Hatem as I will be moving to a new team 
next week. 
 
Regards 
 
Jess Fountain 
Project Officer 
Energy, Resources and Industry 
Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure 
 
T (02) 9860 1559   E jessica.fountain@dpie.nsw.gov.au 
 
dphi.nsw.gov.au 
 
Level 31, 4PSQ, 12 Darcy Street, PARRAMATTA NSW 2150 
Locked Bag 5022, PARRAMATTA NSW 2124 
 
 

                                                                                               
 

 

              
 
I acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land and pay respects to Elders past and present. I also acknowledge all Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander staff working with the NSW Government.  
 
Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
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From: River Murray Health <RiverMurrayHealth@mdba.gov.au>  
Sent: Wednesday, 21 January 2026 4:47 PM 
To: Jess Fountain <Jessica.Fountain@dpie.nsw.gov.au> 
Cc: Rita Hatem <Rita.Hatem@planning.nsw.gov.au>; Engagement <Engagement@mdba.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Notice of Exhibition – Forbes Solar Farm (SSD-72383210) 
 

OFFICIAL 

 
Hi Jess 
 
Acknowledging receipt of below invitation for advice on the Forbes Solar Farm EIS. 
 
Aiming to assess internally and provide approved response by 20/2 as requested, however will advise if 
delayed. 
 

Regards, 

Mike Ridley 

Senior Project Officer, River Murray Water Quality 

River ConnecƟvity | Water Quality & Salinity 
River Management 

Murray–Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) 
Canberra | Ngunnawal 

 
www.mdba.gov.au 
 
We offer respect & acknowledge the TradiƟonal Owners as Custodians of Country throughout our Basin & their conƟnued connecƟon to land, 
water & community. 
 
 

OFFICIAL 

From: Jess Fountain <Jessica.Fountain@dpie.nsw.gov.au>  
Sent: Tuesday, 20 January 2026 2:53 PM 
To: Engagement <Engagement@mdba.gov.au>; River Murray Health <RiverMurrayHealth@mdba.gov.au> 
Cc: Rita Hatem <Rita.Hatem@planning.nsw.gov.au> 
Subject: Notice of Exhibition – Forbes Solar Farm (SSD-72383210) 
 
Dear Murray Darling Basin Authority 
 
The Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (Department) has received an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the Forbes Solar Farm (SSD-72383210). 
 
The EIS will be publicly exhibited from Friday 23 January 2026 until Friday 20 February 2026. 
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The EIS can be viewed on the Department’s Major Projects website at www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-
projects/projects/forbes-solar-farm from Friday 23 January 2026. 
 
The Department invites you to advise on the proposal, including advice on recommended conditions by Friday 
20 February 2026. 
 
If you have any enquiries, please contact Rita Hatem on (02) 8275 1033 or via email at 
rita.hatem@planning.nsw.gov.au. 
 
Regards 
 
Jess Fountain 
Project Officer 
Energy, Resources and Industry 
Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure 
 
T (02) 9860 1559   E jessica.fountain@dpie.nsw.gov.au 
 
dphi.nsw.gov.au 
 
Level 31, 4PSQ, 12 Darcy Street, PARRAMATTA NSW 2150 
Locked Bag 5022, PARRAMATTA NSW 2124 
 
 

                                                                                               
 

 

              
 
I acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land and pay respects to Elders past and present. I also acknowledge all Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander staff working with the NSW Government.  
 
Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
 
DISCLAIMER: This message, and any attachments, is intended for the addressee(s) named and may 
contain confidential or privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient please 
immediately delete this email, and any attachments, and notify the sender. This email is subject to 
copyright and no part of it may be used without the express written permission of the copyright 
holder(s). The views expressed in this message may be those of the individual sender and are not 
necessarily the views of the Murray-Darling Basin Authority ("the MDBA"). To the extent permitted by 
law the MDBA does not represent or guarantee that the email and any attachments are free of errors, 
viruses or defects. The MDBA accepts no liability for loss or damage arising from the use of this email 
or any attachments.  


