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1.0 PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT
This design report has been created to explain the design intent of the 

the strategy integrates with the master plan and architectural design 

always been a part the original project bid and has been considered as 
a part of the fundamental thinking as the design has developed. This 
design report demonstrates how the various signage elements have 
been integrated into the overall design in line with the original design 
principles of the Precinct.

1.1  INTRODUCTION

domain are aligned with the over design concepts for Darling Harbour 

display strategy has been informed by the underlying design principles 

decision making process for the project. These design principals were 
developed in direct response to the NSW Government Brief for SICEEP 
to ensure alignment of the whole concept with the NSW Government 

1.2  RELEVANT DOCUMENTS

documents;

1. Environmental Impact Statment

only to assist in understanding the overal signage strategy and extents 
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2.0 DARLING HARBOUR LIVE (DHL)  
      DESIGN PRINCIPLES 
 

2.1  MASTER PLAN FIVE DESIGN  
       PRINCIPLES

principals were developed for the project which help guide the concept 

principles:

 
1. The Boulevard 

 
 

   through to CBD 
4. Diverse architecture at the scale of the city 
5. Expanded landscape

precinct.

A conscious decision was made not to employ the same architectural 
language for all buildings, due to their very large scale, and achieve a 
balance by some buildings being more expressive and by others more 
recessive to ensure there was not an overpowering of the site to the 
visitor. 

01 The Boulevard

02 3 key spaces/places

03 New places 
connecting at grade 
to Pyrmont/Ultimo 
integrated through 
to CBD

04 Diverse 
architecture at the 
scale of the city

05 Expanded 
landscape

01

02

03

04

05
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2.2  ALIGNMENT WITH SICEEP  
       PLANNING OBJECTIVES

are summarised below and in the adjacent diagrams;

 - Tumbalong Park

instance. The Boulevard is the main organising element that connects 
the site north-south and provides ‘points of address’ to each of 

named the SICEEP Character Areas as per the following; Waterfront 
Park - Harbourside, Tumbalong Park - Tumabalong Park, Urban Park - 

the intedned charceter and use of each of these places as the master 
plan developed.

which focuses on the Tumbalong and Harbouside character areas which 

experience. 

SICEEP Character area briefing planSICEEP Connectivity briefing plan
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International Exhibition Centre 

International Theatre 

International Convention Centre 
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2.2   ARCHITECTURAL EXPRESSION

represented by the diagrams opposite which informed;  
_Architectural concept & form,  
_Colour & materiality,  
_Interior design,  

 
_Signage & graphics

Each of the underlying concepts are informed by the buildings 

large buildings and respect their scale in the context of the whole city.

The ICC Theatre was seen as the most expressive and ‘urban’ of the 

with Tumbalong Park. The ICC Sydney is a strong design statement 

by a strong landscape stepped and terraced upon which all the building 
reside.

These early principles have proven to be strong and have been adhered 
to through the projects development having informed the design 

green, while the ICC Sydney has used subtle shades of cool whites, 
greys and blues.

experience. Conversely the level of intensity decreases towards the ICC 

the south, with a focus on the ‘Event Deck’ and Bar which can be 

events like the Melbourne Cup, Olympics, FIFA World Cup etc.

Concept Form and Colour Interiors and Materiality

Signage and graphics Lighting 
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3.0  INTERACTIVE DISPLAY  
       PROPOSAL
3.1    ARCHITECTURE INTEGRATED DISPLAY  
        SYSTEM STRATEGY 
Demonstrated in the diagrams opposite shows that the greatest intensity 

Buildings with the ICC Theatre having the highest visual impact through 

display system proposal is true to these underlying design principles as 

and use as a ‘concert venue’ reinforcing the event spectacle and adding 
to the overall experience for patrons/visitors.  

Sydney is located on the south façade at high level to be predominantly 

directly the immediate public realm around the venue. Similar the ICC 

from the expressway. There is a large screen located on the south 

appropriate as it serves the events in this space directly and can be used 
as a ‘large TV’ to create a ‘live site’  for major events like Melbourne Cup, 
FIFA World Cup, Olympics etc.

Architectural expression 

More Entertainment More Civic More Intensity Less Intensity

More Entertainment

More Intensity

More Civic

Less Intensity

ICC Theatre
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3.2   BUILDING IDENTIFICATION SIGNAGE

operators branding to achieve an integrated signage strategy.

-

-

Building identification look and feel approche 

- 

Design approche of the Building identification sign with back lighting

International Convention Centre Building identification sign International Convention Centre Building identification sign 

International Convention Centre Building identification sign 
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3.3   PUBLIC REALM INTERACTIVE DISPLAY  
        SYSTEM STRATEGY

system in the public realm is concentrated to The Boulevard and 
Tumbalong Place. The Boulevard forms the main organising element 
of the site providing clear access and address to all major venues 

as part of the whole event experience. Tumbalong Place is designed as 
the pre and post  event space for the theatre, so it is appropriate that 

to The Boulevard and Tumbalong Place allows the rest of the public 
realm to be a calmer urban parkland.

with these fundamental and binding public realm design drivers, with 

Namely:

realm is restricted to the line of the Boulevard in order to reinforce this 
north south axis and primary pedestrian movement line

of green space, to help reduce the mass of each signage blade and to 

with primary sight lines, to help connect across and through spaces and 
operate in part as visual cues to reinforce permeability

 

Western side

• Designed to be non-climbable and placed to ensure a minimum 
spacing within each cluster and to other public realm furniture to avoid 
entrapment and/ or to ensure safe and convenient passing

• Screens placed at considered distances from light poles so as not to 

Reference image 

 Public realm interactive display system screen - visualisation Public Realm - Interactive display system screens - concept

Public realm interactive display system - visualisation

• No bins are located within the Boulevard or within proximity to the 
signs

• Local power within blades for street entertainment.

the boulevard, which is the consistent unifying element that links the 
site north to south

• each blade cluster sits within the eastern half of the boulevard, 

• spacing of the blades clusters are even along the length of the 
Boulevard, with distances between furniture and other urban elements 
allowing for safe pedestrian movement 



00011

D A R L I N G  H A R B O U R  L I V E

 



00012

D A R L I N G  H A R B O U R  L I V E

Mr Jerome Johnson
Lend Lease
Darling Harbour Live
Darling Harbour Live Site Office
Sydney NSW 2000

6 October 2015

Dear Mark

Landscape Architectural Design Statement for Digital Activation Development 
Application

HASSELL confirm that the designed digital activation proposal for SICEEP public realm aligns 
with the design concept for Darling Harbour Live. We have described below how the digital 
activation strategy has been informed by the underlying design principles for the site.

Design Principals
Fundamental to the precinct wide master plan have been five (5) key design drivers, around 
which all of the public realm design work, materials selection and detailing have evolved.

These are:
The Boulevard – central pedestrian promenade
Three Squares – three active spaces
Green Harbour – reflection of past histories
Permeability – access and connection
Public realm – expanded open space

Page 1 of 2

_______File

Appropriateness of Digital Activation Proposal
The proposed digital activation has been designed to work with these fundamental and binding 
public realm design drivers, with materiality and positioning carefully considered to reinforce 
them.

In particular:
Digital activation within the pedestrian public realm is restricted to the line of the Boulevard in 
order to reinforce this north south axis and primary pedestrian movement line
Blade signage materiality is intentionally mirrored to increase the reflection of the wider public 
realm, to visually increase the extent of green space, to help reduce the mass of each signage 
blade and to offer a folly and or play element to the public space
Location of digital activation is located and angled to work with primary sight lines, to help 
connect across and through spaces and operate in part as visual cues to reinforce 
permeability

Regards

Angus Bruce
Head of Landscape Architecture

3.4   LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS STATEMENT



3.5   MAP OF ALL DIGITAL SCREEN LOCATIONS
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Building mounted

 
free standing
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4.0 ALIGNMENT WITH SICEEP PERMANENT       
      SIGNAGE AND ADVERTISING GUIDELINES
 
4.1   SUMMARY OF SICEEP GUIDELINES

Harbour Live.

are aligned with the over design concepts for Darling Harbour Live.

• 
day/ night entertainment and event space.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• To communicate the City’s leadership in contemporary ideas and expression

• 

• Provides the ability for precinct partners to brand and name in support of their sponsorship

4.2   Guideline Principles 
The guiding principles are set to ensure that signage hardware and screen content promotes Darling Harbour as a 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
cultural expression

• 

• 

4.3   Vision

• 

• 

• Provide a sense of environment and place that delivers the look and 
feel of entertainment

• 

• 

• 

• Provide signature spaces and in the process showcase the city and 
make it an integral part of the Darling Harbour experience

• 
and public realm

4.2   ARCHITECTURAL STYLE AND         
        INTEGRATION WITH THE BUILT  
        FORM

• 
for both signage structures and content.

• Use mostly digital format / technology enabled infrastructure 

•  
visitor ownership/ civic pride

• 
signage integrated within the architecture/ built form in 

• Protect, conserve and interpret Sydney’s natural and cultural 
heritage

• 

• 
sense of place of the locality

• 

• Integrate new technology

• 
integrated approach to signage and messaging within Darling 

• Provides an integrated approach to signage and messaging within 

• Provides a consistent sense of place throughout the precinct with a 
balance  between natural and technological elements

• 
allow their use in a number of scenarios.  All signage sits on a IPTV 

• 

• 
Darling Harbour experience. 

• 

4.2.3 

• Has been designed to a high standard and has been architecturally 
integrated with the approved buildings. 

• 

• 

• Has been designed to provide signage that is integrated with 
approved buildings. Standalone signage infrastructure has 
been minimised and is only proposed along the boulevard to 
seamlessly mesh with all public realm elements. 

• 
natural and cultural heritage.  A statement from TKD Architects is 
provided as Appendix F. 

• 

• 

• 
through the precinct. 

• Latest technology LED screens and content delivery streams  will 

and interact with patrons and the general public



00015

D A R L I N G  H A R B O U R  L I V E

THEATRE

EXHIBITION

CONVENTION

STR
EET

TUMBALONG PARK

DARLING DRIVE

T11-A

T11-B
T17

T09 T12

E20

E02

T01T18

E10

E08 E07 E09
C05

C06

C09

C07

P1
P2 P3 P4

P7P6

P5

45m2 
of overall area.

 Alignment with SICEEP Guidelines

Digital LED building signage
Digital ‘LED Blade’ public realm signage

Digital 

THEATRE

EXHIBITION

CONVENTION

COCKLE BAY

STR
EET

TUMBALONG PARK

DARLING DRIVE

T11-A

T11-B
T17

T09 T12

E20

E02

T01
T18

E10

E08 E07 E09
C05

C06

C09

C07

P1
P2 P3 P4

P7P6

P5

 Public Domain "Blade" LED Screens

Building Facade LED Screens

 Static Building Identification Signage

Live Site
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 Alignment with SICEEP Guidelines

 Alignment with SICEEP GuidelinesSign Description    

 

Description  Building 
Identification 

Height  4.0m 

Width  9.6m 

Area 38.4m2 

Hours  24 

Content  Precinct info:  

Event info:  

OHS info:  

Partner info:  

Live site:  

Still imagery:  

Audio  

Video  

3.2
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 Alignment with SICEEP Guidelines

 Alignment with SICEEP Guidelines
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 Alignment with SICEEP Guidelines

 Alignment with SICEEP Guidelines
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 Alignment with SICEEP Guidelines

 Alignment with SICEEP Guidelines
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 Alignment with SICEEP Guidelines

 Alignment with SICEEP Guidelines
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 Alignment with SICEEP Guidelines

 Alignment with SICEEP Guidelines
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 Alignment with SICEEP Guidelines
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ALIGNMENT TO PUBLIC REALM SIGNAGE GUIDELINES  

Freestanding Sign

Signage which is incorporated into free

Also includes signage which is incorporated

–– Freestanding signs must be scaled appropriately to the venues and precinct scale.

–– Skytrackers may be incorporated into free standing signs

–– The skytracker hardware should be concealed as far as possible.

P1 and P4 each consist of two(2) blades located within the public realm. Each 

P2, P3, P5, P6 and P7 each consist of three(3) blades located within the public 

 

 



5.0_
DRAWINGS
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5.0    DRAWINGS

5.1 Digital screen for buildings and public realm



5.1_
DIGITAL SCREENS FOR BUILDINGS AND PUBLIC REALM



5.2_
FIXED INDENTIFICATION SIGNS FOR BUILDINGS



5.3_
PUBLIC REALM WAYFINDING SIGNAGE



5.4_
VEHICULAR WAYFINDING SIGNAGE


