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SITE MINING & GRAZING HISTORY INTERVENTIONS

E S C A R P M E N T  R E S O R T  |  C O N C E P T  PA C K A G E 5

The site has an extensive history of agricultural uses, but more recently was 
occupied by the NSW Government-owned Huntley Colliery from 1946 to 
1989, which was originally a small hand-worked mine from the outcrop in 
the Tongarra seam. The existing Huntley Colliery was established near the 
end of Avondale Road. A steep access road was available through dairy 
cattle farms to a small platform established about halfway up the escarpment 
of the Illawarra Range. This platform was later enlarged and extended to 
accommodate the surface buildings for the Colliery. In 1952, bulldozer works 
uncovered the Wongawilli seam. Sample testing proved satisfactory and 
accordingly, roadways were driven into the seam to develop production.

Production within the colliery increased heavily from 1953, leading it to 
become a major coal mine with a peak of 488 emplyees and which by 1966 
was the first coal mine in Australia to exceed a million tonnes a year. These 
past uses have significantly influenced the current land form in parts of the 
site and these are the areas which have been identified as suitable for new 
tourist facilities.

The site is approximately 255 ha in size and comprises a range of different 
terrains. The site can be characterised by former cleared grazing areas in 
the form of grassed paddocks, and remnant vegetation characteristic of the 
foothills of the Illawarra Escarpment. The vegetation portion of the site has 
a number of clearings spread throughout that relate to the former operation 
of the site as a Colliery. A number of the former colliery buildings are still 
present throughout the site, some of which will be retained by the proposed 
works and utilised within the Tourist Facility.

Huntley Colliery - Working the Tongarra seam at the Northern Portal 1972
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SITE MINING & GRAZING HISTORY INTERVENTIONS
Aerial Map dated 1986-87
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SITE MINING & GRAZING HISTORY INTERVENTIONS
Avondale Mine Haul Road
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SITE MINING & GRAZING HISTORY INTERVENTIONS
Aerial View of site for future Huntley Workshop and Administration Building
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SITE MINING & GRAZING HISTORY INTERVENTIONS
Huntley Coal Hopper Construction
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SITE MINING & GRAZING HISTORY INTERVENTIONS
Huntley Coal Crushing Plant
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SITE MINING & GRAZING HISTORY INTERVENTIONS
North Huntley Stockpiles
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SITE MINING & GRAZING HISTORY INTERVENTIONS
Aerial View of Huntley Colliery Administration Building and Workshop
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SITE MINING & GRAZING HISTORY INTERVENTIONS
Southern end of Huntley Mine
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CURRENT SITE CONDITIONS
Derelict Mining Buildings
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CURRENT SITE CONDITIONS
Derelict Mining Buildings

Equipment Shed

Avondale Portal

Coal Conveyor Gantry

Training Building
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CURRENT SITE CONDITIONS
Mining Debris
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CURRENT SITE CONDITIONS
Mining Debris
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CURRENT SITE CONDITIONS
Weed Infestation within the Landscape

E S C A R P M E N T  R E S O R T  |  C O N C E P T  PA C K A G E 19



CURRENT SITE CONDITIONS
Weed Infestation within the Landscape
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CURRENT SITE CONDITIONS
March - April 2022 Flood Damage due to lack of drainage maintenance
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PROJECT VISION
ESCARPMENT RESORT

The 255ha site is an abandoned former coal mining site with dilapidated 
mining buildings, remnant mining structures and hardstand areas and a 
network of bitumen sealed roads and dirt tracks formerly utilised by both the 
Huntley and Avondale Coal mines. 

This concept proposal is an initiative to repair a site with historical regional 
mining importance that sits within a quintessential Illawarra escarpment 
landscape. 

The proposal only seeks to occupy some of those parts of the site that 
have been significantly modified and degraded through the invasive mining 
operations. All the fringes of the site mining interventions are now suffering 
major weed infestation though lack of care and maintenance. The two 
existing buildings, a workshop shed and administration building, have been 
subjected to significant vandalism and weather deterioration. 

This is a true Eco-tourist facility, a luxury health and well-being resort that 
indicatively comprises a main building, free-standing suites, 1, 2 and 3 
bedroom villas together with 15-20 glamping pavilions on the former grazing 
area near the arrival pavilion making up 47-52 keys subject to the final 
operator preferred mix. In addition, there would also be a freestanding arrival 
lounge, a day spa, staff and maintenance area and ecologically focussed 
recreation facilities. Reuse of an old steel portal structure would become a 
key restaurant/bar/lounge area. The existing road and track network would 
provide for all required site circulation routes. 

This Eco-tourist proposal seeks to integrate environmental facilities such 
as the recreational use of the natural systems and will include walking 
tracks, seating, shelters, board walks and observation decks through the 
landscape. Environmental protection works such as bush regeneration and 
weed management and existing demolition rubbish removal works would 
also form part of the scheme. Some interpretative mining elements together 
with associated display structures to celebrate the former use would form 
part of the property repair and reinvention. 

The site’s ecology and mining history are fundamental attributes for an 
authentic guest experience, an experience that one would expect with a 
well-executed Eco-tourist facility. 

The realisation of this proposal will ensure further dilapidation of remnant 
mining structures and degradation of the landscape can be halted and then 
systematically managed towards an enhanced state. 
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SITE DETAILS

Site Area (Avondale Escarpment Lands):
Approx. 255 Ha (630 Arcres)

Access:
Avondale Road

Lots:
101 / 1247603

1 / 120957
1 / 386238
1 / 415430
X / 416731

B / 106828
1 / 655151
1 / 659618
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Avondale Escarpment Lands

SITE DETAILS 
ESCARPMENT RESORT
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Approach to the site - Huntley Road Huntley Mine Gate
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SITE CONTEXT VIEWS
ESCARPMENT RESORT



View from ‘Huntley Central Lookout’ View along road up to former Training Building
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SITE CONTEXT VIEWS
ESCARPMENT RESORT



E S C A R P M E N T  R E S O R T  |  C O N C E P T  PA C K A G E 28

SITE CONTEXT VIEWS
ESCARPMENT RESORT

View from ‘Huntley North Road’ View from ‘The Fig Paddock’



EXISTING KEY FEATURES
& CLEARED AREAS

ESCARPMENT RESORT

Rev Date Approved by Revision Notes

22009
Status RevDwg No.

Scale Drawn by NorthProject No.

1:6000 @A1, 50%@A3 JMAvondale Escarpment
Avondale Road Avondale NSW 2530 Australia

Drawing Title

Project Title

Masterplan

#Client Full Name
#Client Full Address

CLIENTNOTES

C_Existing Key Features Plan
T +61 2 8668 0000
F +61 2 8668 0088
turnerstudio.com.au

Level 7 ONE Oxford Street
Darlinghurst NSW 2010
AUSTRALIA

For Information

Nominated Architect: Nicholas Turner  6695, ABN 86 064 084 911

SK-100-030

THIS DRAWING IS COPYRIGHT © OF TURNER. NO REPRODUCTION WITHOUT PERMISSION. UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE THIS DRAWING
IS NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION. ALL DIMENSIONS AND LEVELS ARE TO BE CHECKED ON SITE PRIOR TO THE COMMENCEMENT OF WORK.
INFORM TURNER OF ANY DISCREPANCIES FOR CLARIFICATION BEFORE PROCEEDING WITH WORK. DRAWINGS ARE NOT TO BE
SCALED. USE ONLY FIGURED DIMENSIONS. REFER TO CONSULTANT DOCUMENTATION FOR FURTHER INFORMATION.DWG, IFC AND
BIMX FILES ARE UNCONTROLLED DOCUMENTS AND ARE ISSUED FOR INFORMATION ONLY.

DLCS Quality Endorsed Company  ISO 9001:2015, Registration Number 20476

1

DP382339

2

DP229358

14

DP3083

LOWER

HUNTLEY ROAD

RL +288.0

RL +300.0

RL +100.0

RL +580.0

RL +230.0

RL +228.0

RL +235.0

RL +301.0

RL +278.0

RL +245.0

RL +290.0

RL +311.0

RL +214.0
RL +216.0

RL +265.0

AVONDALE

CLEARING

FIG PADDOCK

AVONDALE

GATE

FIG LINK

TRACK

HUNTLEY

CLEARING

MARS

CLEARING

AVONDALE

PORTALS

CONVEYOR

GULLY

HUNTLEY

LANDING

AVONDALE

LINK TRACK

HUNTLEY

CENTRAL

HUNTLEY

NORTH ROAD

HUNTLEY

GATE

HUNTLEY

AVENUE

HUNTLEY

SOUTH ROAD

AVONDALE

MINE ROAD

HUNTLEY

CAR PARK

DAM TRACK

TANK TRACK

Huntley

Colliery

Avondale

Colliery

20

DP3083

18

DP3083

1

DP549152

7

DP3083

1

DP229358

2

DP549152

8

DP651600

21

DP1079478

1

DP120957

101

DP1247603

1

DP386238

1

DP415430

X

DP416731

B

DP106828

1

DP655151

1

DP121139

COAL

PAVILION

CONVEYOR

TRACK

HUNTLEY

DAM

UPPER

HUNTLEY ROAD

RL +318.0

RL +187.0

RL +200.0

RL +310.0

RL +318.0

RL +293.0

RL +239.0

RL +272.0

RL +258.0

RL +291.0

RL +207.0

RL +232.0

RL +220.0

Solomons Gully
Solomons G

ullySolomons Gully

S
o
lo

m
o
n
s 

C
re

e
k

S
o
lo

m
o
n
s
 C

re
e
k

M
u
lle

t C
re

e
k

Mullet Creek

Mullet Creek

21.03.22A For Information

C

26.09.23B For Design Report Use
20.02.24C For Design Report Use

LEGEND

Avondale Escarpment Lands

Primary Water Course

Intermittent Water Course

Cleared Areas

Former grazing land

Rev Date Approved by Revison Notes

22009
Status RevDwg No.

Scale Drawn by NorthProject No.

1:4000 @A1, 50%@A3 JMAvondale Escarpment
Avondale Road Avondale NSW 2530 Australia

Drawing Title

Project Title

Masterplan

NOTES

Cleared Area Plan
T +61 2 8668 0000
F +61 2 8668 0088
turnerstudio.com.au

Level 7 ONE Oxford Street
Darlinghurst NSW 2010
AUSTRALIA

For Information

Nominated Architect: Nicholas Turner  6695, ABN 86 064 084 911

SK-101-040

THIS DRAWING IS COPYRIGHT © OF TURNER. NO REPRODUCTION WITHOUT PERMISSION. UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE THIS DRAWING
IS NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION. ALL DIMENSIONS AND LEVELS ARE TO BE CHECKED ON SITE PRIOR TO THE COMMENCEMENT OF WORK.
INFORM TURNER OF ANY DISCREPANCIES FOR CLARIFICATION BEFORE PROCEEDING WITH WORK. DRAWINGS ARE NOT TO BE
SCALED. USE ONLY FIGURED DIMENSIONS. REFER TO CONSULTANT DOCUMENTATION FOR FURTHER INFORMATION.DWG, IFC AND
BIMX FILES ARE UNCONTROLLED DOCUMENTS AND ARE ISSUED FOR INFORMATION ONLY.

DLCS Quality Endorsed Company  ISO 9001:2015, Registration Number 20476

14

DP3083

LOWER

HUNTLEY ROAD

THE CORALS

AVONDALE

CLEARING

FIG PADDOCK

THE

CATHEDRAL

AVONDALE

GATE

FIG LINK

TRACK

HUNTLEY

CLEARING

MARS

CLEARING

AVONDALE

PORTALS

CONVEYOR

GULLY

HUNTLEY

LANDING

AVONDALE

LINK TRACK

HUNTLEY

CENTRAL

HUNTLEY

NORTH ROAD

HUNTLEY

GATE

CHINESE

GARDENS

HUNTLEY

AVENUE

HUNTLEY

SOUTH ROAD

AVONDALE

MINE TRACK

HUNTLEY

CAR PARK

DAM TRACK

TANK TRACK

Huntley

Colliery

Avondale

Colliery

20

DP3083

21

DP1079478

1

DP120957

101

DP1247603

1

DP386238

1

DP415430

X

DP416731

B

DP106828

1

DP655151

1

DP121139

COAL

PAVILION

CONVEYOR

TRACK

HUNTLEY

DAM

UPPER

HUNTLEY ROAD

LEGEND

Cleared former grazing land

05.09.23A For Information
27.09.23B For Consultants

B

Cleared former grazing land

Site Boundary

Land Holdings Plan

Masters Surveyors dated 16.03.2019

AVONDALE ROAD

AVONDALE ROAD

AV
ONDALE

 C
OLL

IE
RY

 R
OAD

E S C A R P M E N T  R E S O R T  |  C O N C E P T  PA C K A G E 29

N



LAND HOLDINGS PLAN
ESCARPMENT RESORT

LEGEND

Avondale Escarpment Lands
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