Simon Truorg

From: Peter Myers <metope@bigpond.com>
Sent: Monday, 2 February 2015 10:24 AM

To: Simon Truong

Subject: Submission Details for Peter Myers (object)

Confidentiality Requested: no
Submitted by a Planner: no
Disclosable Political Donation: no

Name: Peter Myers
Email: metope@bigpond.com

Address:
18 Seaview Street

South West Rocks, NSW
2431

Content:
E-mail submission being sent from my computer to your departmental address.

IP Address: cpe-121-218-181-43.Inse4.cht.bigpond.net.au - 121.218.181.43
Submission: Online Submission from Peter Myers (object)
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view_activity&id=116225

Submission for Job: #6751 Tourism and Visitor Accommodation
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view job&id=6751

Site: #3007 The Sandstone Precinct
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view site&id=3007

Peter Myers

E : metope@bigpond.com




“BRIDGE STREET HIGH”
A NEW PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL TO BE HOUSED IN THE FORMER NEW SOUTH WALES
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT BUILDING BRIDGE STREET SYDNEY 2000

Peter Myers Architect 2573 NSW PO Box 312 South West Rocks NSW 2431 02 6566 5769  February 2015

This proposal is based on current statutory requirements for the design of school buildings in
Australia. Our intention is to house a new public secondary school for 1200 students within the
existing NSW Education Department Building which faces Bridge, Bent, Loftus and Young Streets
and which is a profound work of urban architecture and of national significance.

Having secured a “Bridge Street High” beachhead (or is it a bridgehead?) of, say, senior year
history classes in the former Ministerial suite overlooking Young Street, a considered and
understated conversion of this fine building can begin, while also constructing the already proposed
Farrer Theatre (February 2014) within the former service courtyard. This adaptive re-use project
aims to retain and reconfigure the existing fitting-out so as to give each of the fifty 24-student
classrooms and dedicated spaces a unique and readily identifiable place within the markedly
coherent original structure.

At 9.75m2 overall per student, for a total of 1200 students, the existing building needs to provide
11,700m?2 over four classroom floors, while also including the roof and garden terraces as shown
plus ground floor assembly spaces, etc. This total area is easily met within the building as
completed in 1956 and so a number of later and now redundant additions can be either further
adapted or removed.

The welcoming civic intimacy of Farrer Place is a natural focus for the architectural organisation of
Sydney's new school. Farrer Theatre's seating for 500 is easily increased to 1200 for school
ceremonies, etc., by constructing opening panels in the side walls so as to unite the two adjacent
internal wet-weather assembly spaces into a single large auditoria. The existing courtyard volume
allows for generous perimeter corridor access to each room, as well as providing excellent
ventilation across original high ceilings from the carefully positioned, opening steel casement
windows of the external sandstone walls: hence, comfortable, tall and energy efficient classrooms!

The existing top-floor Departmental art gallery space will be retained and put back into communal
use: it was for many decades the annual exhibition venue for the Society of Artists. This restored
gallery affirms complexity as the ideal of our “Bridge Street High” proposal. By also
accommodating other learning capacities - a new theatre, a recovered art gallery - our proposed new
urban high school will become a beacon in reclaiming Sydney's now much depleted urbanity.

Slow moving platform elevators, at all street entries and serving every second floor, will allow for
normal inter-classroom movement. The existing roof terrace can be easily reconstructed as a
pergola constructed to provide shaded walks: similarly garden terraces spanning the courtyard will
give each class a welcome circuit breaker without needing to Journey to either the roof terrace or
street level.

The Department of Education is a robust, monolithic building: this modest conversion to
accommodate an inner city public high school is hardly an imposition on a structure that was built
as a perpetual civic monument, and which was intentionally designed to be adaptable to new state
functions. Please give your support to “Bridge Street High™!

metopel bigpond.com
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PROPOSED THEATRE FOR FARRER PLACE SYDNEY 2000 IN THE FORMER
NEW SOUTH WALES EDUCATION DEPARTMENT BUILDING

Peter Myers Architect 2573 NSW PO Box 312 South West Rocks NSW 2431 6566 5769 February 2014

Our project proposes that a new 500 seat theatre be constructed in the service courtyard of the
former Education Department Building by George McRae (1858-1923): this fine work of public
architecture is bounded by Farrer Place and Bridge, Young and Loftus Streets and is only a stone's
throw from Circular Quay.

As the existing building has entrances on all four sides it is possible to make a theatre fronting
Farrer Place in what was the residual courtyard of McRae's Classical Revival palazzo without
intruding upon the rest of the structure or unduly limiting future uses of the remaining spaces.
Farrer Place is a hard won and friendly urban space now very much in need of a higher civic
purpose, hence our proposal for a new theatre.

Access from Farrer Place is excellent: the existing entry has only a modest flight of stairs to foyer
level, making for good disabled access via a new ramp adjacent to these stairs. Consequently,
twenty wheelchair spaces are allowed for in the seating design, all with appropriate washrooms and
facilities, etc.

This proposal meets a pressing need in contemporary Sydney for a 500 seat theatre with full stage
facilities and a workshop with vehicular access. The stage has a generous fly tower with wings and
a cross-over passage concealed by the cyclorama (which itself can be moved forward to provide for
good recital acoustics). Escape provisions are easily met with a rated corridor constructed to give a
grade exit at Young Street as well as ready access via the entry foyer to Farrer Place itself (and the
stage workshop would be similarly rated for escape purposes).

The auditorium is on two levels: the Stalls at RL 00 with stepped seating for 300 (including 20
wheelchairs) and a Circle at RL 4930 with stepped seating for 200 (including standing room for 20).
All fitting-out would be entirely in timber sustainably sourced and the acoustic isolation will be
excellent as the existing sandstone and concrete building is itself a massive external noise insulator.
The principal criteria is to provide for an infimate and readily accessible theatre in the city's centre
for a metropolitan audience: I believe this Farrer Theatre design does meet this ideal at a reasonable
cost and with no loss to the amenity of the existing structure. Indeed, our project will be a necessary
catalyst for the rehabilitation and transformation of George McRae's very accomplished building,
itself a wonderful complement to its Bridge Street neighbours, James Barmnet's earlier Colonial
Secretary's Office and Lands Department.

At $24, 097,100 this is not an expensive project for the central city, particularly when, at $48.194
per seat, this overall cost is commensurate with similar civic theatre projects in other cities, such as
Los Angeles. Of course, demolition of now redundant later additions and the construction of an en-
suite set of terraced gardens and a new rooftop pergola as inclusions pushes out the cost a bit;
however this welcoming and inclusive recovered courtyard would be priced in relation to future
uses for the whole building and so it might well cost us less. :

The next stage in this project will be to make a scale model, probably at 1/100, and to further study
the many architectural nuances of constructing a successful civic theatre. At this stage we ask for
your support in petitioning the NSW Government to halt the sale of these fine buildings, our
patrimony, and to make them available for the civic betterment that this and similar projects will
engender. Please contact your local ML A and register your support to save these fine buildings!

metope@bigpond.com &% %
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Simon Truong

From: John Freeman <freejohn@bigpond.com>

Sent: Monday, 2 February 2015 8:40 AM

To: Simon Truong

Subject: Submission Details for John Freeman (comments)
Attachments: Sandstone precinct submission.pdf

Confidentiality Requested: no
Submitted by a Planner: no
Disclosable Political Donation: no

Name: John Freeman
Email: free.john@bigpond.com

Address:
123 Macquarie St

Sydney, NSW
2000

Content:
Please see attachment

IP Address: - 101.171.170.139
Submission: Online Submission from John Freeman (comments)
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view_activity&id=116221

Submission for Job: #6751 Tourism and Visitor Accommodation
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view job&id=6751

Site: #3007 The Sandstone Precinct
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view_site&id=3007

John Freeman

E : free.john@bigpond.com




Sandstone precinct

1. Thave been a resident of The Astor on Macquarie Street for 25 years. My concerns are about
the cumulative adverse impacts of nearby developments on the amenity of my home and
neighbourhood. There are several issues that the EIS does not satisfactorily resolve.

Sandstone precinct name
2. T object to the use of the term “sandstone precinct”, which has no history of use. This EIS is
about two separate buildings separated by a street. All they have in common is government
ownership and construction material. Introducing the term “sandstone precinct” implies that
the two buildings should be joined together and managed as a single building. I do not accept
that this is so; a case for it has to be made.

Shadows
3. The shadow diagrams show that the additional floors on the Education Building would cause
more of Farrer Place to be in shadow at the equinoxes. As sunlight access is already poor, an
increase in shadows in Farrer Place (particularly at the equinoxes) is not acceptable.

4. Sun access to the facades of sandstone buildings is also important. The additional floors on
the Education Building would reduce the sunshine on the facades of the Lands Department
building. The EIS has not comment on this.

Rail corridor
5. The SEARs called for more information on the rail corridor. That the rail tunnel would be
60m below the site does not dispose of the issue of whether or not subterranean works at this
site would constrain the design of the railway. Suppose it is desired to build a station at this
location. Now on the St Petersburg metro, Admiralteyskaya station is 105m below surface, so
a depth of 60m does not preclude a station here, and the site is one of the few in government
ownership along the route.

6. The failure of the government to improve public transport capacity in the city centre in step
with the increase in floor space has been destructive of the amenity of residents at The Astor,
where I live. We want this railway, and we want a station nearby.

Change of use
7. The heritage consultants appear not to have assessed the change of use in the proper manner.
The Burra Charter sets out the process very clearly:

8. The policy should identify a use or combination of uses or constraints on uses that retain the
cultural significance of the place. New use of a place should involve minimal change, to
significant fabric and use; should respect associations and meanings; and where appropriate
should provide for continuation of practices which contribute to the cultural significance of
the place.

9. Graham Brooks and Associates have considered the practicalities of alternative uses. It is
therefore surely not beyond their wit (especially having regard to Graham’s exceptional
capabilities as stated in the documents) to go on to explain how the proposed use can best
“respect associations and meanings”, and provide for “continuation of practices which
contribute to the cultural significance of the place”. I feel it is a matter for the owner and the



owner’s consultants to make proposals. Even if the proposed uses are indeed the best way
forward, we still have to do it properly!

Activation
10. According to the exhibition documents, the proposals will lead to:

....... increased street activation and revitalisation of the northern end of Sydney CBD
which will greatly strengthen the City’s role in the global economy. This will encourage
a range of new opportunities for workers, visitors and the wider community in a
centrally located, highly accessible part of the CBD.

11. The EIS fails to explain why the northern end of the CBD needs “revitalisation”. I have lived
in the northern end of the CBD for 25 years, and I have not observed any need for
revitalisation.

12. The EIS fails to explain how the proposal will increase “street activation”. It does not explain
what it means by “street activation”. The Sydney Local Environmental plan contains the
following definition:

Active Frontage means street frontages where there is an active visual engagement
between those in the street and those on the ground floors of buildings. Frequent
building entries that face and open towards the street, transparent street frontages,
quality materials and refined details, and mixed land uses will make streets more
diverse and attractive for pedestrians and increase the perception of safety and
encourage higher levels of pedestrian activity.

13. However, there are no proposals for creating additional building entries or modifying the
heritage fagade.

14. Moreover, it is not credible that the proposal will “greatly strengthen the City’s role in the
global economy”, and the EIS does not quantify the boost in the city’s Gross Domestic
Product or explain the mechanism by which this economic miracle will occur. If there really
is a simple, straightforward way to “greatly strengthen the City’s role in the global economy”
many people would love to know what it is.

Conservation Management Plan
15. The SEARs called for updated CMPs for the two buildings. The applicant has not provided
these documents for the exhibition and public. These are documents are of fundamental
importance. Even if [ am prepared to accept the proposed new uses, I first want to see how the
applicant proposes to manage the changes, and what safeguards there will be for the heritage
impacts.
Subterranean works
16. There is no consideration of whether the subterranean spaces under the streets and Farrer
Place might be required for public utilities in the future. Sydney Council has previously
exhibited proposals for vacuum solid waste collection and new energy distribution systems
(trigeneration). Sydney Council should not be surrendering parts of the public domain unless
there is a tangible public benefit (for example, connection to a station). The exhibition
documents do not identify a public benefit and they do not provide any assurance that there
will be no future public requirement for the space under the streets and Farrer Place.

Community consultation
17. The exhibition documents do not comply with the SEARs. In particular, there has been no
consultation with community groups and affected landowners (for example, the Owners



Corporation Network, AMP Capital). There are several residential buildings nearby (and new
residential buildings are proposed); issues of concern to local residents include late night
trading, sunshine access, traffic congestion, and demand for visitor parking (which is
extremely limited in this part of the CBD).

John Freeman
1 February 2015

The Astor
123 Macquarie Street
Sydney 2000



Simon Truong

From: 3 v oo 154 e

Sent: Monday, 2 February 2015 5:53 PM

To: Simon Truong

Subject: Submission Details for

Attachments: Education Building Reueveiopment_ sriage St Opposite Bridgeport.pdf

Confidentiality Requested: yes
Submitted by a Planner: no
Disclosable Political Donation: no

Name:
Email: |

Address:

Content:
1) Provision of Permanent Fixed Privacy Screens to the North Facing windows of the Hotel so the Hotel Rooms do not look
directly into the windows of the Bridgeport Apartments across the road on the Northern side of Bridge St

2) Increasing the setbacks on the new extensions on the roof of the Education Building so they are not visible from the
Apartments on the Northern side of Bridge Street

Please refer attached marked up drawings
Thank you kindly for your consideration of the above matters.
IP Address: - 203.39.124.193

Submission: Online Submission fromr
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view _acuvity&ia=116266

Submission for Job: #6751 Tourism and Visitor Accommodation
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view job&id=6751

Site: #3007 The Sandstone Precinct
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view_site&id=3007
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Simon Truong

From:

Sent: Monday, 2 February 2015 3:52 rm

To: Simon Truong

Subject: Submission Details for Tom Ledden (object)

Confidentiality Requested: yes
Submitted by a Planner: no
Disclosable Political Donation: no

Name:
Email .

Address:

Content:
RE-USE OF DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION BUILDINGS

Submission

| have concerns about this proposal and the process of its assessment. For such significant buildings in such an historic and
important precinct | believe that only though and scrupulous planning and assessment will satisfy public concern and | don't
believe that this has so far been done. Consequently, | consider this proposal should be rejected for many reasons including
the following.

1. The level and extent of consultation appear to have been poor and inadequate and there appears to have been a lack of
consultation with some appropriate bodies.

2. No consideration has been given to alternative possible uses of the buildings. The buildings could be adapted satisfactorily
for a number of other uses - at least one of which has been put forward by a group of eminent architects but neither it nor other
uses have been evaluated in the process.

3. Itis hard to escape the conclusion that instead of assessing various optional uses for the buildings this exercise is one of
supporting a decision that has already been taken.

4. The implications of the likely listing of "Colonial Sydney" on the National Heritage Register Listing for which these building
have been nominated do not appear to have been addressed.

5. The Concept Plan process is flawed. After the Barangaroo Concept Plan was approved many very significant changes were
made to the concept. |, and | suspect many other people, will have no confidence, giving this bad history, that the same thing
would not happen with this proposal.

6. | understand that the State Significant Development process overrides the provisions of the Heritage Act - a very disturbing
arrangement when dealing with buildings as significant as these.

7. | believe that the Heritage Assessment is inadequate.

8. The proposed increase in height of the Education Department building is significant and, | think, unacceptable because of its
impact when viewed from adjoining streets. Any increase in height should be set back so as to not detract from the building
when viewed from the adjoining streets.

9. There should be no additional vehicular access ramps unless they can be arranged so as not to detract from the buildings.
The way seems to have been left open to deal with the issue of vehicular access at a later stage which | feel is an
unsatisfactory situation.

10. It is unclear how hotel room facilities can be incorporated into the buildings without damaging their heritage value.

| support the re-use of these buildings but believe this proposal should not be proceeded with until:

* a thorough, full and adequate assessment of the proposal is conducted including an evaluation of the economic and social
benefits of other possible uses for which the buildings could be adapted, and

* a genuine full and comprehensive community consultation on the future of the buildings is undertaken.

IP Address: cpe-58-164-40-179.Inse5.ken.bigpond.net.au - 58.164.40.179
Submission: Online Submission from’ T

1



https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view activity&id=116252

Submission for Job: #6751 Tourism and Visitor Accommodation
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view job&id=6751

Site: #3007 The Sandstone Precinct
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view_site&id=3007




Simon Truong

From: Philippa Clark <pclark@claytonutz.com>
Sent: Monday, 2 February 2015 2:36 PM

To: Simon Truong

Subject: Submission Details for Philippa Clark (object)

Confidentiality Requested: no
Submitted by a Planner: no
Disclosable Political Donation: no

Name: Philippa Clark
Email: pclark@claytonutz.com

Address:
60a Waitara Parade

Hurstville Grove, NSW
2220

Content:

| believe these historic buildings should be turned into the inner-city public high school that Sydney desperately needs. The
proposal by the Greens to fill the public education shortage in the inner city is eminently sensible, and would put the Sandstone
Precinct to much better use than just another hotel.

IP Address: ip-17-139-161-203.static.pipenetworks.com - 203.161.139.17
Submission: Online Submission from Philippa Clark (object)
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view_activity&id=116240

Submission for Job: #6751 Tourism and Visitor Accommodation
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view job&id=6751

Site: #3007 The Sandstone Precinct
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view_site&id=3007

Philippa Clark

E : pclark@claytonutz.com




Simon Truong

From: IanThom <ianwpthom@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, 31 January 2015 8:04 PM
To: information-Planning

Subject: The Sandstone Precinct
Attachments: HPF Sandstones Submission.pdf
Dear Sirs,

Please find attached a copy of the submission from the Henry Parkes Foundation relative to the proposed sell off of
the wonderful sandstone buildings in Bridge Street, Sydney.

A hard copy was posted on Friday.

Would you please forward this email to the Manager, Major Project Assessments.

Thank You,

lan Thom

Chairman

Henry Parkes Foundation



The

HENRY PARKES FOUNDATION
30 January 2015

The Manager

Major Project Assessments

NSW Department of Planning and Environment
GPO Box 39 SYDNEY NSW 2001

Dear Sir/Madam.

Re: Lands Department and Education Department buildings — exhibited stage 1 development
application to dispose of buildings for tourism purposes

I write on behalf of the Henry Parkes Foundation. a registered charity organisation dedicated to conserving
the legacy of Sir Henry Parkes. and to promoting the social justice issues for which he is renowned and
which remain relevant to our contemporary society.

The Foundation is very concerned about this proposal. These two buildings. together with the Chief
Secretary’s building on the corner Macquarie Street. are one of the most important surviving groups of
historic buildings in Australia. Their importance is due not only to their physical fabric. but the social
history which is embedded in this fabric. For all of their long lives they have accommodated arms of the
public service and ministries which have been and will always be critical to a stable society. Thus they have
deep symbolic significance to our community. and surely this should not be compromised? We have
studied the documents on exhibition and this issue is hardly mentioned. There is lengthy discussion of other
possible uses but no convincing evidence that their continued occupation by our public service. ministers
and staff would not be by far the best option.

We acknowledge that the stated intention is to conserve the physical structure of the buildings. although we
cannot understand how it will be practical to preserve the precious interiors intact if new tourist
accommodation is imposed. How will it be possible to construct new luxury toilets. spa baths etc inside
these beautiful rooms. -particularly those in the Lands Department. -without destroying their value? No
evidence whatever is provided as to how this could be achieved.

While the interiors of the Education building are less significant their social history is equally relevant. We
are aware of suggestions that the building could be used as a city high school: this is a potentially excellent
proposal. given the growing demand for inner-city school places. a proposal which has not ‘rated a
mention” in the documents on exhibition. This initiative would continue the association of the building with
public education. and would avoid a repetition of the recent widely reported situation recently faced by the
Government in having to acquire an expensive site to accommodate the demand for a new inner-city
primary school. It would bring additional life and vitality to this part of the city. without excessive
emphasis on “tourism’. Other additional large hotels are already being proposed nearby. such as the
redevelopment of Goldfields House.

Given the 19th century reforms in public education initiated by Sir Henry Parkes. which ensured that all
children in the then Colony would benefit at a time when half were unable to attend school. we have a
continuing concern as to how school education can be better served in the 21st century. Our Board has also
considered a proposal for a new high school in the Education building which would have the potential to set
new standards and inspire young people to further advance principles for a free open and generous society.
A brief summary Appendix is attached. We urge you and our State Government to respond creatively to the
ideals embodied in this visionary proposal.

We are concerned that recent statements and press releases by Ministers supporting the disposal of the
buildings appear to come only from the narrow viewpoint of economic rationalism. ignoring social and
symbolic values. Market forces will adequately satisfy the need for tourist accommodation. without
sacrificing such valuable public properties.

Yours taithfully.

Lo

[an Thom
Chair. Henry Parkes Foundation

PATRON PROFESSOR THE HONOURABLE DAME MARIE BASHIR AD CVO
PO BOX 1360. NEUTRAL BAY NSW 2089 AUSTRALIA Pi: =61 2 9953 9678

info@ parkesfoundation.org.au % www parkesfoundation.org.au
ABN 16 377 523 455 @ AN DEDUCTIBILITY REF. NO. DGR 475061



APPENDIX TO SUBMISSION: HENRY PARKES FOUNDATION
Our vision for a new inner city high school in the Education Department building

High school education offers a unique opportunity to impact on our vouth in ways that enhance our
democratic way of life and inspire young people to further advance principles for a fiee. open and
generous society

The new high school will:

*  Stand as a model for schools in the future through its use of technology and its pedagogy

e By its diversity in students reflect our multicultural society

e Deliver strong democratically principled curricula .Hold high academic and personal expectations of
its students

e Value student voice that translates to student personal empowerment

e Facilitate student autonomy in terms of flexible curriculum. goal setting and self-management

o Bealiving monument to Australian values of collaboration and mateship

e Beaself-selection school (not *Selective High School’): students apply because of the school ethos

e Include adult mentors from chosen professions as well as educators using an open door “it takes a
village to raise a child™ approach elevating education by community commitment

e  Become a centre ot excellence in educational pedagogy and research fellowship

e Provide a “heart” to the city as students contribute to the human profile of our city streets

e  Be transparent in its communication and promotion of a school that is different and special

e Promote peace education through eftective communication and conflict resolution as core values

The very building vwhich represents the history of education in NSWwill morph into a lighthouse institution
that creates a 21st century vision for future generations with an educational model that reflects hest
practice democratic principles



Simon Truong

@

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Confidentiality Requested: no
Submitted by a Planner: no
Disclosable Political Donation: no

Name: Clive Gunton

Clive Gunton <clive.gunton@gmail.com>

Monday, 2 February 2015 7:28 AM

Simon Truong

Submission Details for company Clive Gunton Urban Designs (org_comments)

Organisation: Clive Gunton Urban Designs (Principal)

Govt. Agency: No
Email: clive.gunton@gmail.com

Address:
unit 08

Sydney, NSW
2000

Content:

| applaud the concept of renewing the precinct and conserving these sandstone buildings but am concerned at the extent of the
proposed roof top additions to the Education Building. The roof additions have been rightly minimised on the Lands Building
and this should be taken as the model for the Education Building. The "fifth elevation", the roof, is extremely important in this

context.

IP Address: cpe-138-130-71-245.Ins1.cht.bigpond.net.au - 138.130.71.245
Submission: Online Submission from company Clive Gunton Urban Designs (org_comments)
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view_activity&id=116217

Submission for Job: #6751 Tourism and Visitor Accommodation
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view job&id=6751

Site: #3007 The Sandstone Precinct

https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view_site&id=3007

Clive Gunton

E : clive.gunton@gmail.com




Simon Truong

From: Mora Main <mmain@ozemail.com.au>
Sent: Sunday, 1 February 2015 11:59 AM

To: Simon Truong

Subject: Submission Details for Mora Main (object)

Confidentiality Requested: no
Submitted by a Planner: no
Disclosable Political Donation: no

Name: Mora Main
Email: mmain@ozemail.com.au

Address:
3 Judges Lane

Waverley, NSW
2024

Content:

The principle of these asset sales may benefit their restoration and maintenance; it may also fund infrastructure elsewhere,
outside the city. However, the Lands Department and Education buildings are models of public durability and sustainability in
an evolving city, and could serve well into the future for public purposes - a public high school has already been identified as
needed in the area and clearly high schools can benefit from central locations as modelled by St Andrews & St Mary's
cathedral schools, St Vincents at Potts Point, etc. A high school in this location could benefit students in so many ways as they
could easily access existing recreational and cultural facilities in the city: the Swimming pool complex at St Mary's Cathedral,
playing fields over the Domain carpark, the Australian Museum, Aquarium, Conservatorium of Music, the Botanic Gardens,
MCAA, Art Gallery, and of course excellent transport. Surely this is a more useful public purpose than a sale to fund yet more
unwanted and out of date freeways which will further trash Sydney as a world city;

Governor Macquarie's vision for Sydney should not disappear into high end commercial oblivion and his Lands Department
restored as a Central focus for Land information using modern technology; this could be invaluable in partnership with the Dept
of Planning for the complex processes of land use Planning in the face of climate change. Just the moment when changes are
responding to a warming world is the moment to harness the best brains and resources into a centre of excellence for
sustainable planning. And once again maps should be sold from the Lands Dept building!

There are many ways to bring purposeful use to the sandstone precinct, and exclusivity of use by high-end tourists is neither
sustainable (susceptible to economic variability) nor worthy of these proud public institutions, particularly in the face of many
looming needs. No sale please!

IP Address: 172.35.70.115.static.exetel.com.au - 115.70.35.172
Submission: Online Submission from Mora Main (object)
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view activity&id=116189

Submission for Job: #6751 Tourism and Visitor Accommodation
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view job&id=6751

Site: #3007 The Sandstone Precinct
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view_site&id=3007

Mora Main

E : mmain@ozemail.com.au
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Simon Truong

From: Philip Drew <drew.inspirep@idx.com.au>

Sent: Tuesday, 13 January 2015 10:35 AM

To: Simon Truong

Subject: COMMENTS ON THE EIS STATE SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT OF BRIDGE STREET

LANDS & EDUCATION BUILDINGS

Dear Simon Truong,

Please find below my response to the EIS. It is a very disappointing document that has been set
up with the aim of misleading and disguising the real purpose behind this sell-off. | do trust a
serious and mature review will take place and genuine thought is given to a more visionary
development of the two properties in the public interest to enhance Sydney's social capital in a
substantive manner.

Yours sincerely,

Philip Drew
RESPONSE:
Philip Drew B Arch (UNSW) M Arch (Syd)
12 View Street
ANNANDALE
NSW 2038

Tel. 02 9660-8369
Email: drew.inspirep@idx.com.au
Tuesday, December 30, 2014

Mr. Simon Ttuong

Department of Planning and Infrastructure
23-33 Bridge Street

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Tel. 92286111

E: simon.truong@planning.nsw,gov.au

Re: The EIS, Exhibition of State Significant Development for Tourist and Visitor Accommodation at
the Sandstone Precinct (Lands Building and Education Building and surrounding Road and Public
Reserves), 23-33 and 35-39 Bridge Street, Sydney (SSD 6751).

Dear Simon Truong,

The decision to offer the two sandstone properties on Bridge Street for 99-year leasehold as boutique hotels
would appear to have been undertaken without conducting a comprehensive and thorough investigation of
alternative uses that would be most suitable and less disfiguring. Nor was there any opportunity for an
informed public debate to occur. Instead the sell-off has largely been conducted in secret.

The investigation into the financial viability of the projected conversion of the two properties is flawed, the
costs involved far exceeding prospective returns even over the long term. Bridge Street is not the Grand
Canal, and Sydney is not Venice, to make it all so muck worse, the Education Department and the Lands
Department do no boast views of Port Jackson or Sydney Cove and one cannot imagine George Cluny
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choosing to celebrate his wedding at €4,000/night to instead. And that really is the kind of clientele that
would be needed to support such a high cost development and conversion.

There does not appear wide consultation or research was conducted beforehand to ascertain the most
appropriate and suitable re-use of the two buildings. Instead a decision was taken to offer the properties for
sale then later, as freehold without first having a full and comprehensive understanding of the global costs
real and investigation into the long term implications arising from the inherent incompatibility of the two
existing buildings to meet the stringent functional demands for efficient hotel operation at the top luxury
segment of the market.

Sydney is already one of the most expensive cities globally for hotel accommodation, a discovery many
visitors and tourists doubtless find discouraging. This must act as a powerful disincentive when considering
whether to visit Sydney. Just how an additional 270 rooms will boost tourism in NSW is something one
must marvel at, much less, how the presence of the two such new hotels will add to street activity in any
measurable positive way is far from apparent or in evidence from the EIS document.

One can only conclude that this is a strategy by the government to avoid its responsibility to maintain and
develop these last remaining architectural representatives of what was an impressive and historically
significant unified government quarter. One cannot but contrast the meanness and lack of vision compared
to Governor Lachlan Macquarie in 1810:

‘In an age when the home government thought of the public as little more than an unwashed and unruly
mass, Macquarie invoked the idea of public service and public space. The age of Macquarie was one of
infrastructure and engineering enabled by government labour and funds—for public use. These
programs were an early example of social investment, and far ahead of their time. In many ways they
anticipate the ideals (;f social democracy in the sense of government with common welfare as a guiding
ethical imperative.

In this light it is difficult not to see the current decision and action as being much the same as, at the very
least, in the same plundering spirit as the Rum Conspirator’s attempt to privateer of the public realm. Both
buildings are priceless public assets that should not be adulterated for reasons of short term financial
expediency.

FLAWS AND OMISSIONS IN THE EIS

I would strongly urge your government reconsider its decision and offer the following reasons why far
superior uses should be explored, that would both greatly enhance the attraction of Sydney as a magnet and
tourist destination and contribute much so than the present ill-considered proposal:

1. HIGH REDEVELOPMENT COST OF DEVELOPMENT WILL RESULT IN EXCESSIVE
ROOM TARIFF. The cost of the redevelopment is estimated at $252,762,000, or $936,155/room
not including the interest on the capital over so many years or the purchase price of the leasehold.
This is to provide 270 rooms of varying amenity and severely limited room size evident across the
CBD, and without views of the harbour. The high cost of the development, the necessary high
capitalization and finance arrangements, will ultimately result in high nightly room tariffs in excess
of $1,000/night stay. For the Lands Building with only 70 rooms envisaged, this will likely translate
to a tariff of $1,500 to $2,000/night, well in excess of what the average punter can afford.

2. HERITAGE FENESTRATION IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH ROOM REQUIRMENTS. The
existing building fenestration is incompatible with respect to the requirements for closely spaced
windows to each room. This will involve either the sacrifice of efficient room layout or matching
the room sizes to harmonise with the fenestration. Large rooms will have to be paid for, hence much



higher room tariffs in excess of $1500/night stay. A further consequence will be the comprehensive
rebuilding of the interiors and to enable the heavy plumbing services essential in such facilities

3. GUTTING OF HERITAGE INTERIORS. Reconstruction of floors within both buildings to meet
modern international hotel standards of plumbing and room amenities etc., such that at the end of the
99-year leasehold the buildings will result in the permanent loss real architectural authenticity and
connection with their original interior character.

4. OVERSHADOWING TO INCREASE. Overshadowing will increase a further 3.6% affecting the
public domain. As a photographer, the city is lost in gloom especially in winter. The dying of the
light is a permanent feature of Sydney. A host of shadow diagrams (p. 49 on) demonstrate the extent
and how critical the current situation is. What is less well appreciated, much less recognised, is the
fact that the elaborately decorated facades demand sunlight for them to be seen and admired at their
best. This is now problematic across the city. In the instance of the Education Building the front
entrance portico is lit by the sun for no longer than 15 minutes each day as a shallow band of
sunlight crosses it.

Obviously this is the fault of earlier planning decisions to permit high-rise towers to be built in the
immediate vicinity, but it points the overall failure to properly reflect on and control development so
not as to visually degrade our most important heritage buildings.

5. ABANDOMENT OF THE PUBLIC DOMALIN. In its effect the sale signals the abandonment of
the public domain and its sacrifice on the altar of private gain. The proposed development below
Farrar Place and under surrounding areas of the two properties to provide ancillary service facilities
vital to the operation of the hotels must inevitably disrupt the precinct for several years. What is the
gain and benfit and to the people in return?

ALTERNATIVE: CREATE WORLD CLASS ATTRACTIONS THAT ADD SOCIAL CAPITAL

If the government is sincere about attracting overseas tourists its objectives would be better served by
converting the Education Building to a centre (museum) which explains the history of public education,
pioneering achievements and innovations, developments since the 19™ century such as Wyndham
revolution, and ideas for future education with demonstration learning areas deploying advanced digital
technology."™ That is, turn the building into a centre for the understanding of children and their needs, and
as a centre of creative development, play and learning, which ought to be treated as one of our society’s
foremost objectives.

The Lands Building might instead become a centre for Architecture and Design with facilities for
exhibiting and storing architectural drawings, models and photography and with a focus on recent forays
into the digital visualization and 3D recording of monuments. In such a heavily urbanised country such as
Australia, this surely should be given the importance it warrants by encouraging public interest in and
understanding of the contribution of well designed architecture to the well being of its citizenry. (3]
Indeed, as many overseas architecture museums (Australia is one of the very few first world countries not to
have such a facility), demonstrate, it could also serve as a platform for public debate on architectural and
planning matters of wide public concern as happens elsewhere such as at Frankfurt.

If this does not appeal, the Lands Building might be considered as an adjunct extension within the CBD
proper to the Art Gallery of NSW, thereby avoiding the loss of public parkland around the existing gallery
building if it is to expand in the future.

I attach a copy of my letter to the Sydney Morning Herald (Friday December 5, 2014) on the subject for
your information.

A positive consequence of the preceding suggestions is that the concept of a comprehensive cultural
precinct based on the re-use of such outstanding architectural heritage in NSW government ownership
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would be further enhanced by federal government support and involvement. The objective would be to
plan the new facilities as world class cultural nationally important assets in much the same way as Japan has
followed by ensuring a national approach to its science museums.

[ do trust that the matters raised will receive serious attention and review, along with my suggestion that the
sandstone precinct be re-thought and dedicated as a cultural precinct instead of being sold off for what can
only amount to a short-term financial budgetary measure that can be of little long term advantage or benefit
to the people of this State of New South Wales.

Yours sincerely,

Philip Drew (Architectural historian, critic and author)

Philip Drew

12 View Street

ANNANDALE

NSW 2038

Tel. (61 2) 9660-8369, Mb. 042 092 0415
drew.inspirep@idx.com.au

M L uke Slattery, The First Dismissal, Penguin Specials, Penguin Group Australia, Melbourne, 2014, p. 44.

"1 See Brian Hopkins (Ed.) with Ronald G. Barr, F. Michel and Philippe Rochatt, The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Child
Development, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2005.This volume gives some idea of the exciting possibilities and
opportunities that might be explored in a museum given over to exploring past developments in public education, present
knowledge, and most important of all, where education should go in the future given the extreme and unforeseeable needs in the
21* century. This will be a time of great economic, technological and environmental change, callenges which a forward looking
educational policy must successfully anticipate. A museum could play a leading and focal role in galvanising and preparing
society to meet these new challenges.

i3] See Diermar Steiner, ‘icam, 30 years lecture: architectural museums today’, icam print 03, December 2009, pp. 56-63.
Regarding the failure of Australia in comparison with other first world countries in this regard see, Philip Drew,”Why Australia
needs a national architecture museum’, architecture bulletin, March/April, 2009, pp. 18-23.



Simon Truong '9

From: Dominique Lamusse <dlamusse.notaire@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, 25 January 2015 2:52 PM

To: Simon Truong

Subject: Preservation of Sydney's old buildings.

Dear Mr. Truong,
A visitor from Mauritius Island, | was in Sydney from the 4™ January until the 18™.

| was able to see for myself how Sydney with its green parks, trees, leafy and well planned neighbourhoods, the
whole set up aided by the fabulous backdrop of its harbour is a pleasant city with a climate which although hot at
some times (we were in the midst of summer) is nowhere near as humid and suffocating as the one we are
presently experiencing in Mauritius.

You have got a wealth of Victorian-era building, from the department of education (opposite the Bridgeport
apartments on bridge street where we were staying) to the Victoria Building on George Street, to name only two, let
alone whole neighbourhoods like Paddington.

Speaking to another resident of the Bridgeport Apartments, Mr. Francis Harvey who | understand is a retired
journalist and among other things a former assistant registrar at Macquarie University, | understand that significant
developments are being planned for the Lands Building and Education Building on Bridge Street, which no doubt, if
implemented, would considerably affect their historical heritage function and appeal if it is not to be destroyed
altogether.

I humbly pray that for the sake of remembering Sydney’s past (a country who does not acknowledge its past in my
humble opinion compromises its future) with living examples of the structures erected 200 years ago, the Planning
and Environment Department of New South Wales abstain from doing anything that would affect the physical
appearances of those Buildings.

Surely the City of Sydney and Government of New South Wales can afford to preserve these buildings inside out.

The painful example of my home country, Mauritius, where what precious little remains of our colonial heritage is
being wiped out (oddly enough the settlement of the French in Mauritius during the first half of the 18" century
being before taken over by the British in 1810, precedes that of Sydney) suffices to remind me that any Government
willing to preserve and enhance its history (notwithstanding its shortcomings) should spare no effort to preserve the
old buildings which are remaining “témoignages” of the past.

This is exactly what is being done in Réunion Island, a French Department around 150 kms to the South West of
Mauritius where the contrast with Mauritius could not be greater.

I will end with mail with highlighting a little bit of historical fact and mentioning that before the opening of the Suez
Canal and during much of the 19" century, almost all ships headed for Australia from Europe used to dock in
Mauritius which being in the Western Bassin of the Indian Ocean was the last port of call before Western Australia,
and both Flinders and Lapeyrouse stayed in Mauritius, “en route” to Australia. A monument has been dedicated to
Flinders on the outskirts of the city of Curepipe, Mauritius and a road (and might be a monumnent as well) bears the
name of Lapeyrouse on the other side of this same town.

I thus sincerely hope that the authorities of Sydney and New South Wales will jealously and passionately preserve
the remnants of the 18™ & 19" Century Sydney.

Thanking you in anticipation,



Sincerely yours,

Dominique Lamusse
Notaire

4th Floor, Hennesy Court

Pope Hennessy Street

Port Louis, Mauritius

Tel : (230) 210 4112 - 210 2731 / Fax : (230) 210 2597
Mobile : (230) 5780 5333

Email : dlamusse.notaire@gmail.com

Please consider the environment before printing this email / Avant d’imprimer cet e-mail, pensez a [’environnement

Ce mail confidentiel est exclusivement réservé a son destinataire. EDL n'en garantit ni I'authenticité ni l'intégrité. Ce mail ne peut en aucun cas engager EDL ni lui &tre opposé. Si
vous n'en étes pas destinataire, il vous est rappelé que toute utilisation, divulgation ou reproduction de ce message ou de son contenu est strictement interdite. Si vous avez regu ce
message par erreur, merci de le renvoyer a 'expéditeur et de le supprimer de votre messagerie.

This e-mail message may contain privileged or confidential information and is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. EDL guarantees neither its
authenticity nor its inviolability. This message cannot commit EDL or be binding on EDL. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination or
copying of this e-mail or of any information contained therein is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail by error, please notify the sender, and delete it from your system.
Thank you. .



Simon Truong

From: Ian Rose <ianrose3@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, 29 January 2015 10:56 AM
To: Simon Truong

Subject: Submission Details for Ian Rose (object)

Confidentiality Requested: no
Submitted by a Planner: no
Disclosable Political Donation: no

Name: lan Rose
Email: ianrose3@gmail.com

Address:
172 Underwood St

Paddington, NSW
2021

Content:
Dear Sir/Madam,

| urge you to reconsider proposed hotel for the Lands Building and Education Building and build a high-school instead.

Sydney desperately needs another high-school, the Lands Building and Education Building are perfect for this use with very
little being need to be spent on refitting for this purpose.

As the buildings are already owned by us, the Govt will have very little outlay costs to make this project work.

The other option is to spend more than all the money made (from turning these building into a hotel) on a new site and
buildings for a high-school.

Squandering the opportunity to build a high-school here would be a crime against society.

Even though | don't have children in need of a high-school, | recognise the benefits for the whole of society if we have a high-
school that is easy to get to in the city for children that live here and in the eastern suburbs.

The hotel proposal doesn't really comply with 10.1.3 Definitions in a way a high-school would.
A high-school would conform to 10.2.2 Use of the Building, whereas a hotel wouldn't.

| don't see how a hotel could comply with Policy 2.1 whereas a high-school could very easily.
| I complying with Policy 2.5 Uses to be Encouraged.

After reading of the site's illustrious chronology | can think of nothing more perfect than a high-school, whereas a hotel just
cheapens the whole site and it lowers our values as a society.

Utilising the opportunity to build a high-school in these properties will be one of the best things this Government will be
remembered for.

| look forward to your considered reply.

Yours sincerely, lan Rose

IP Address: 124-170-211-54.dyn.iinet.net.au - 124.170.211.54
Submission: Online Submission from lan Rose (object)
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view_activity&id=116053

Submission for Job: #6751 Tourism and Visitor Accommodation
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view job&id=6751




Site: #3007 The Sandstone Precinct
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view site&id=3007

lan Rose

E : ianrose3@gmail.com




Simon Truong

From: Don White <whitedon@bigpond.net.au>
Sent: Thursday, 29 January 2015 11:44 AM

To: Simon Truong

Subject: Submission Details for Don White (object)

Confidentiality Requested: no
Submitted by a Planner: no
Disclosable Political Donation: no

Name: Don White
Email: whitedon@bigpond.net.au

Address:
34 Bathurst Street

Woollahra, NSW
2025

Content:
Education and Land Buildings are perfect for a high-school and not a hotel.

IP Address: cpe-58-172-249-22.cqzo1.cht.bigpond.net.au - 58.172.249.22
Submission: Online Submission from Don White (object)
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view_activity&id=116059

Submission for Job: #6751 Tourism and Visitor Accommodation
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view job&id=6751

Site: #3007 The Sandstone Precinct
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view site&id=3007

Don White

E : whitedon@bigpond.net.au




Simon Truong

From: John Kaye <john.kaye@parliament.nsw.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 28 January 2015 3:41 PM

To: Simon Truong

Subject: Submission Details for company Greens NSW (org_object)

Attachments: 2013-14 EFA Political Donations and Electoral Expenditure Disclosure_John

Kaye.pdf; sub150128_Dept Plan and Enviro_Education Building Bridge St Syd_v2.pdf

Confidentiality Requested: no

Submitted by a Planner: no

Disclosable Political Donation: yes

Name: John Kaye

Organisation: Greens NSW (Member of Parliament)

Govt. Agency: No
Email: john.kaye@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Address:
NSW Legislative Council

Sydney , NSW
2000

Content:
Please see submission attached.

IP Address: mailout.parliament.nsw.gov.au - 202.146.8.4
Submission: Online Submission from company Greens NSW (org_object)
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view_activity&id=116021

Submission for Job: #6751 Tourism and Visitor Accommodation
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view job&id=6751

Site: #3007 The Sandstone Precinct
https://majorprojects.affinitylive.com/?action=view _site&id=3007

John Kaye

E : john.kaye@parliament.nsw.gov.au




Parliament House

Macquarie Street Sydney NSW 2000
JohnKaye P (02) 9230 2668 F (02) 9230 2586
MEMBER OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Jahin kays@nariament nsw.gov.u
PARLIAMENT OF NEW SOUTH WALES www.johnkaye.org.au

THE SANDSTONE PRECINCT: 23-33 BRIDGE STREET AND 35-39 BRIDGE STREET, SYDNEY
Department of Planning and Environment: Development application SSD 14_6751
Greens NSW Submission

28 January 2015
The NSW government through Government Properties NSW has applied for concept approval to

"adaptively re-use two iconic heritage buildings at 23-33 Bridge Street and 35-39 Bridge
Street, Sydney (the ‘Sandstone Precinct’) for high quality tourism and visitor
accommodation.”

The Greens NSW welcome the opportunity to comment on the Stage 1 Development Application.

The Greens call on the Department of Planning to reject the application, specifically with respect to the
structure at 35-39 Bridge Street ('Education Building') on the grounds that:

¢ The site presents one of the last opportunities for a new comprehensive public high school to service the
Inner Eastern Sydney community;

¢ The Inner east of Sydney is facing a substantial and debilitating shortage of public, comprehensive high
school capacity, which will only grow with population increase and evolving demographics;

¢ Development as a tourist facility will foreclose on the option to adaptively re-use this site as a public
high school;

¢ Development of the site as tourist facilities will damage a critical component of the heritage of the site
which has been a facility for the purposes of supporting the public education system of NSW since its
initial construction in 1915.

¢ Protection of the complete heritage values of the Education Building can only be achieved by
maintaining the building as a public education institution.

The growing demand for public secondary education

The Education Building is located in close proximity to Sydney suburbs in the inner west, lower north
shore, central and eastern suburbs that are expected to experience population growth of 241,000 by
2031.

Development in the Inner Eastern and Eastern suburbs of Sydney over that period will increase
population densities and create additional demands on public high schools that are already operating
at or near capacity.

The education market in some of these areas is dominated by non-government schools which do not
adequately serve the needs of members in the Inner Sydney community who cannot afford to enrol

' Department of Education and Communities, Background Information: Strengthening the Provision of Public

Secondary Education in the Inner Sydney Area, p. 1 (http://dec.engagementhg.com/consultation)



their children in such institutions or who reject non-government education for reasons that include
matters of principle, values, belief and educational outcomes.>

The demand for additional public high school capacity in inner Sydney is reflected in data that has
been released by the Department of Education and Communities (DEC).

It has been projected that total capacity across inner Sydney public secondary schools can
accommodate projected demand only until 2018.°

After 2018 these schools will be operating at or near full capacity.*

These figures are based on aggregated capacity and assume substantial movement of children across
the city and between suburbs. Some public high schools have already reached their practical capacity
and are turning enrolments away that would sensibly be located in that school.

In early 2014 the Department of Education and Communities (DEC) commissioned the Inner City
Schools Working Party to conduct an Inner Sydney high school community consultation.’

Feedback received from principals and teachers, P&C representatives, community workshops and
written feedback flagged the need for capital works to build a new school in order to reduce
enrolments at existing schools.®

The buildings located at Bridge Street were specifically referred to as ‘suggested sites’.”

The working party delivered its recommendations to the government at the end of 2014.% It has not
been publicly released.

Securing a new site for a public high school is a critical planning objective

Section 4 of the Education Act 1990 specifies the intention of parliament to ensure that every child has
access to public education, in two of the four principles:

(c) it is the duty of the State to ensure that every child receives an education of the
highest quality,

(d) the principal responsibility of the State in the education of children is the
provision of public education.

Without additional capacity, the commitment of the state to offer free, secular public education to all
children, which started with the passage of the Public Instruction Act in 1880, would be breached.

2 http://www.smh.com. au/natlonal/ education/parents- DLlSh for—mnerc1tv—to have-comprehensive-high-school-

20140209-329xqg.html ;

says community-20140909- 10edog html
? As above, p. 3

As above p.3

§ https [[www det.nsw. edu au/media/downloads/news/yr2014/inner-syd-consult/summary5-
wrlttenfeedbackpd
7 https://www.detnsw.edu.au/media/downloads/news/yr2014/inner-syd-consult/summary1-

principalsandteachersworkshops.pdf, p. 10.

https://www.det.nsw.edu.au/media/downloads/news/yr2014/inner-syd-consult/summary2-

invitedpcrepresentativesworkshops.pdf, p. 9.

https://www.det.nsw.edu.au/media/downloads/news/yr2014 /inner-syd-consult/summary4-

targetedcommunityconsultationactivities.pdf p. 33.

¥ http://www.dec.nsw.gov.au/about-us/news-at-det/announcements/inner-sydney-high-school- consultation
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For the first time in 135 years, students would be told that they cannot be accommodated at a public
school and their parents should make arrangements in the catholic system or at an independent
instruction.

Securing additional capacity to meet the growing demand is therefore a critical function of the state
government.

However, poor planning, and a lack of commitment to public education, meant that governments over
the past twenty years have failed to secure sites in the Inner City’.

The failure to recognise that increasing densities would result in substantial growth in the school aged
population meant that public schools were closed and in some cases public education sites have been
sold to the non-government sector .

Securing an additional site suitable to the development of a new public high school as soon as possible
is thus a critical planning function.

There are now very few land holdings of an appropriate size and in an appropriate location that would
be suitable for the development of a new school.

The Bridge St building is one of the last remaining opportunities for a school development.

The Environmental Planning and assessment Act 1979, s. 5(a) state that the objects of the Act are, inter
alia, to encourage:

(iv) the provision of land for public purposes,
(v) the provision and co-ordination of community services and facilities

The adaptive re-use of Education Building as a school is critical to the provision of for a public purpose
and the provision of community services (public education) and facilities (a new public high school).

Allowing the redevelopment of this site as tourist facility would be contrary to these objects.

The Education Building is well located and suitable for adaptive re-use as a school

Bridge Street is in an excellent location with respect to public transport, being within easy walking
distance of a major bus node servicing much of the east and inner city areas and also at a major train

station.

Children from a range of suburbs where public high schools are or are about to experience enrolment
stress would be within walking distance or a single public transport journey of the site.

Potential for conversion of the Bridge St buildings into a school has been noted by a group of 8
prominent Australian architects including Australian Institute of Architects' gold medallists Richard
Leplastrier and Peter Myers. "

The group wrote to the Premier and Treasurer stating,
"Surely here is an unlikely to be repeated opportunity to make a very fine city-based school in

a building that belongs to the citizens and is currently under the custodianship of the
Department of Education.""

? http //www.smh.com.au/nsw/sydney-schools-face-queues-as-selloff-scheme-backfires-20140215-32s00.html

° Dover Helghts Girls High School, Maroubra Junction Infants and the TAFE Annex at Queens Park
'h

0141129 11w69u html
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Heritage considerations strongly favour a school over tourist facilities

The Commonwealth Department of Environment and Heritage's 2004 statement "Adaptive re-use,
preserving our past, building our future"" identified

"seeking a new use for the building that is compatible with its original use"

as one of three key mechanisms

“to help ensure that an adaptive reuse project has minimal impact on a building’s heritage
values"

The Burra Charter ' defines "compatible” as

1.11 Compatible use means a use which respects the cultural significance of a place. Such a use
involves no, or minimal, impact on cultural significance.

The cultural significance of the Education Building is substantial and has been continuously developed
since the building was first opened in 1915.

Its presence has played a critical role for teachers, students and the community and it has been at the
centre of the state's public schooling and TAFE system.

In many ways, its role as an education building has been a key determinant of the economic, cultural,
political and social development of NSW.

Changing that use to tourism would not be compatible in any sense of the word and specifically not in
the sense ascribed to it by the Burra Charter and by modern heritage conservation practice.

The values of the Education Building go beyond its remarkable sandstone carvings, its proportion and
its relationship to the surrounding buildings. These attributes are critical, unique and worth
preserving on their own.

However, the heritage of this building is substantially amplified by its relationship to the historical and
continued development of a world-leading public education system and hence the state of NSW.

Removing the building from that context would undermine that supra-value and reduce the ability of
the community to understand the building in its context and in the role that it played in the history of
the state.

In some situations compatible re-use is not available.

However, in the case of the Education Building an obvious and highly compatible re-use is not only
available, but would fulfil an urgent need for the provision of public infrastructure.

The re-use of the building as a school would allow future generations to understand it in the context of
its educational past and would thus protect its cultural significance.

Development as a tourism facility would destroy that significance.

"2 http:/ /www.smh.com.au/nsw/sydney-landmark-should-house-future-city-school-say-top-architects-

20141129-11wéqu.html
" http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/resources/3845f27a-ad2c-4d40-8827-

8c643c7adcdzﬁles[adaptlve reuse.pdf
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Conclusions

As enrolments continue to increase, the planning system can either admit its own inability to fulfil the
objects of its act or it can secure this site for the future of public education.

Re-use of this site as a school would preserve its heritage through a compatible application.
Conversely, redevelopment as a tourist facility would severe the link with the building's past and
destroy its heritage values.

In consideration of the future increase in public education enrolments, feedback from the community
and the comments of prominent architects there is strong evidence to suggest that the Bridge Street
building should be reserved for use as a public high school in the future.

The Greens NSW call for the current Stage 1 Development Application to be rejected.
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