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APPENDIX A1 – CONSULTATION LOG 

STAGE 1.1: LETTERS TO AGENCIES  

Contact Contacted By Details 

Organisation Person Organisation Person Date Method Notes 

Heritage NSW N/A Austral ZB 6/11/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.1. Closes 25 June 2024. 

Illawarra LALC N/A Austral ZB 6/11/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.1. Closes 25 June 2024. 

NNTT N/A Austral ZB 6/11/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.1. Closes 25 June 2024. 

NTSCORP N/A Austral ZB 6/11/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.1. Closes 25 June 2024. 
Wingecarribee Shire 
Council 

N/A Austral ZB 6/11/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.1. Closes 25 June 2024. 

Local Land Services N/A Austral ZB 6/11/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.1. Closes 25 June 2024. 
Office of the 
Registrar N/A Austral ZB 6/11/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.1. Closes 25 June 2024. 

Austral ZB NNTT N/A 6/11/2024 Email Auto Reply. 

Austral ZB Heritage NSW N/A 6/11/2024 Email Auto Reply. 

Austral ZB Local Land Services N/A 6/11/2024 Email Auto Reply. 

Austral ZB Wingecarribee Shire 
Council 

N/A 6/11/2024 Email Auto Reply. 

Austral ZB Illawarra LALC Aara Welz 6/12/2024 Email Could not supply a list of cultural knowledge holders. 
Registered interest. 

Austral ZB Heritage NSW Colleen 
Klingberg 

6/12/2024 Email Response is being prepared. Reference: DOC24/454307. 

Austral ZB NNTT N/A 6/12/2024 Email Relevant Native Title: Gundungurra Area Agreement. 

Austral ZB Local Land Services Fiona Banham 6/12/2024 Email Unable to provide list of cultural knowledge holders. 

Austral LLC Heritage NSW Barry Gunther 6/13/2024 Email List of registered stakeholders. 

Austral ZB Office of the Registrar N/A 6/14/2024 Email Suggested ILALC as relevant authority. 
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STAGE 1.2: REGISTRATION OF INTEREST 

Contact Contacted By Details 

Organisation Person Organisation Person Date Method Notes 

Badu (Murrin Clan/Peoples) Karia Lea Bond Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Barraby Cultural Services  Lee Field Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email 
Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Bellambi Indigenous Corporation Gandangara 
Traditional Owners  

Ms Kim Moran Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Bilinga (Murrin Clan/Peoples) Simalene Carriage Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Clive Freeman  Clive Freeman Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Cubbitch Barta 
Glenda Chalker; 
Rebecca Chalker Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Post 

Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Cullendulla (Murrin Clan/Peoples) Corey Smith Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Darryl Caines Darryl Caines Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Dharug (Murrin Clan/Peoples) Andrew Bond Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email 
Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Duncan Falk Consultancy Duncan Falk Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Gadhu Dreaming Gordon Campbell Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Gary Caines Gary Caines Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email 
Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Gilay Consultants Carol Slater Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Goobah Development PTY LTD (Murrin 
Clan/Peoples) 

Basil Smith   Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Gundungurra Aboriginal Heritage Association Inc.  Sharyn Halls; Mr 
Andrew White Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  

17 July 2024. 

Gundungurra Tribal Council Aboriginal Corporation Chairperson; 
Sharon Brown Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  

17 July 2024. 
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Mr Eddy Neumann, 
Solicitor Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  

17 July 2024. 

Gundungurra Tribal Technical Services Sam Wickman Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Gundungurra Tribal Technical Services 
Teangi Mereki 
Foster Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email 

Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Gundungurra Tribal Technical Services Larry Hoskins Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Gundungurra Tribal Technical Services Peter Foster Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email 
Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Gundungurra Tribal Technical Services David Bell Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Gundungurra Tribal Technical Services Pimmy Johnson 
Bell 

Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Gundungurra Tribal Technical Services Christopher Payne Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Gunyuu (Murrin Clan/Peoples) Kylie Ann Bell Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council Adell Hyslop  Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

James Davis James Davis Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Jerringong (Murrin Clan/Peoples) Joanne Anne 
Stewart Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  

17 July 2024. 

Kamilaroi Yankuntjatjara Working Group Phil Khan Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Karrial (Murrin Clan/Peoples) Karrial Johnson Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Konanggo Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Services  Robert Young  Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email 
Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Mundawari Heritage Consultants Dean Delponte Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Munyunga (Murrin Clan/Peoples) Kaya Dawn Bell Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email 
Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Mura Indigenous Corporation (icn:8991) Phillip Carroll Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Murra Bidgee Mullangari Aboriginal Corporation  Darleen Johnson; 
Ryan Johnson 

Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 
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Murramarang (Murrin Clan/Peoples) Roxanne Smith Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Murrumbul (Murrin Clan/Peoples) Mark Henry Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

A&K Cultural Heritage Ali Maher Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Nundagurri (Murrin Clan/Peoples) Newton Carriage  Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Pejar Local Aboriginal Land Council                                   Delise Freeman Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Pemulwuy (Murrin Clan/Peoples) Pemulwuy Johnson Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email 
Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

South Coast NSW Aboriginal Elders  Owen Carriage Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

South West Rocks Aboriginal Corporation 
Edward Moran; 
William Moran Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email 

Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Tharawal Local Aboriginal Land Council Robyn Straub Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Thawun Aboriginal Consultancy  Jason Mitchell Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email 
Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Thomas Dahlstrom Offers ACH value by using 3D 
Laser and Drone technology 

Thomas Dahlstrom Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Thoorga Nura John Carriage Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Three Ducks Dreaming Surveying and Consulting Leonard Wright Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email 
Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Tungai Tonghi Troy Tungai Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Walbunja (Murrin Clan/Peoples) Hika Te Kowhai  Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Walgalu (Murrin Clan/Peoples) Ronald Stewart Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email 
Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Warra Bingi Nunda Gurri  Nathanial Kennedy Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email 
Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Wingikara (Murrin Clan/Peoples) Hayley Bell Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email 
Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Woronora Plateau Gundungara Elders Council Paul Cummins Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 
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Wullung (Murrin Clan/Peoples) Lee-Roy James 
Boota  Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  

17 July 2024. 

Yamanda Aboriginal Association Aunty Annie 
Warren Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  

17 July 2024. 
Yerramurra (Murrin Clan/Peoples) and Taste of 
Tradition Native Aboriginal Corporation 

Robert Parson Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Yurrandaali  Bo Field Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Yurwang Gundana Consultancy Cultural Heritage 
Services.  

Dean Bell; Merekai 
Bell Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  

17 July 2024. 

RAW Cultural Healing  
Raymond 
Weatherall  Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email 

Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Teena Riley Teena Riley Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Girragirra Murun Aboriginal Corporation Diana Astin Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email 
Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Wingarra Wilay Aboriginal Corporation Raymond Moon Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Gadu chts Colin Walker Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email 
Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Nattai Aboriginal Culture & Heritage Consultation 
Service 

Alan Medhurst Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Southern Native Brendon Carberry Austral ZB 7/3/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.2. Registration closes  
17 July 2024. 

Austral ZB Outllook N/A 7/3/2024 Email Pejar LALC undeliverable. 

Austral ZB Outllook N/A 7/3/2024 Email Gary Cains undeliverable. 

Austral ZB Outllook N/A 7/3/2024 Email Goobah Development undeliverable. 

Austral ZB 

Thomas 
Dahlstrom 
Offers ACH 
value by using 
3D Laser and 
Drone 
technology 

Thomas 
Dahlstrom 7/3/2024 Email Registered for project. 

Austral ZB Woronora 
Plateau 

Paul 
Cummins 7/4/2024 Email Registered for project. 
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Gundungara 
Elders Council 

Austral ZB Duncan Falk 
Consultancy 

Duncan 
Falk 7/6/2024 Email Registered for project. 

Austral ZB 

Murra Bidgee 
Mullangari 
Aboriginal 
Corporation  

Darleen 
Johnson; 
Ryan 
Johnson 

7/9/2024 Email Registered for project. 

Kamilaroi Yankuntjatjara Working Group Phil Khan Austral ZB 7/11/2024 Email Asked to be removed from project. 

Austral ZB Cubbitch 
Barta 

Glenda 
Chalker; 
Rebecca 
Chalker 

8/16/2024 Email Late registration. 
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STAGE 1.3: NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENTS 

Contact Contacted By Details 

Organisation Person Organisation Person Date Method Notes 

Austral ZB Goulburn Post Jenny Baxter 6/26/2024 Email Confirmed placement of ad in Southern Highlands News on 3 July 2024. 

 

STAGE 1.4: NOTIFICATION OF REGISTERED STAKEHOLDER 

Contact Contacted By Details 

Organisation Person Organisation Person Date Method Notes 

Heritage NSW N/A Austral ZB 7/29/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.4 list. 

ILALC N/A Austral ZB 7/29/2024 Email Sent Stage 1.4 list. 

Austral ZB Heritage NSW N/A 7/29/2024 Email Auto reply. 

Austral ZB Microsoft Outlook N/A 7/30/2024 Email Failed to deliver to ILALC emails. 

ILALC Admin Austral ZB 7/30/2024 Phone Asked ILALC about email delivery and confirmed ILALC emails were down. 

Heritage NSW N/A Austral ZB 8/20/2024 Email Sent updated Stage 1.4 list. 

ILALC N/A Austral ZB 8/20/2024 Email Sent updated Stage 1.4 list. 

 

  

mailto:admin@australarch.com.au
http://www.australarchaeology.com.au/


24039 BERRIMA GAOL | ACHA 

 

 

e: admin@australarch.com.au   |   w: www.australarchaeology.com.au                       | 9 

STAGE 2: PRESENTATION OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROPOSED PROJECT AND STAGE 3: GATHERING INFORMATION 
ABOUT CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Contact Contacted By Details 

Organisation Person Organisatio
n Person Date Metho

d Notes 

Illawarra LALC Aara Welz Austral ZB 
7/29/202

4 Email Sent Stage 3 letter. Stage closes 26 August 2024. 

Thomas Dahlstrom Offers ACH value by 
using 3D Laser and Drone technology 

Thomas Dahlstrom Austral ZB 7/29/202
4 

Email Sent Stage 3 letter. Stage closes 26 August 2024. 

Woronora Plateau Gundungara Elders 
Council Paul Cummins Austral ZB 

7/29/202
4 Email Sent Stage 3 letter. Stage closes 26 August 2024. 

Duncan Falk Consultancy Duncan Falk Austral ZB 7/29/202
4 Email Sent Stage 3 letter. Stage closes 26 August 2024. 

Murra Bidgee Mullangari Aboriginal 
Corporation  

Darleen Johnson; Ryan 
Johnson 

Austral ZB 7/29/202
4 

Email Sent Stage 3 letter. Stage closes 26 August 2024. 

Austral ZB Microsoft 
Outlook N/A 7/29/202

4 Email Woronora Plateau Gundungara Elders Council 
Email undeliverable. 

Woronora Plateau Gundungara Elders 
Council 

Paul Cummins Austral ZB 7/29/202
4 

Email Resent Stage 2 & 3 with corrected email. 

Illawarra LALC Aara Welz Austral ZB 
7/29/202

4 Email 
Resent Stage 3 letter with updated figures. Stage 
closes 4 September 2024. 

Thomas Dahlstrom Offers ACH value by 
using 3D Laser and Drone technology Thomas Dahlstrom Austral ZB 7/29/202

4 Email Resent Stage 3 letter with updated figures. Stage 
closes 4 September 2024. 

Woronora Plateau Gundungara Elders 
Council 

Paul Cummins Austral ZB 7/29/202
4 

Email Resent Stage 3 letter with updated figures. Stage 
closes 4 September 2024. 

Duncan Falk Consultancy Duncan Falk Austral ZB 
7/29/202

4 Email 
Resent Stage 3 letter with updated figures. Stage 
closes 4 September 2024. 

Murra Bidgee Mullangari Aboriginal 
Corporation  

Darleen Johnson; Ryan 
Johnson Austral ZB 7/29/202

4 Email Resent Stage 3 letter with updated figures. Stage 
closes 4 September 2024. 

Austral ZB Microsoft 
Outlook 

N/A 7/30/202
4 

Email Failed to deliver to ILALC emails. 

ILALC Admin Austral ZB 7/30/202
4 Phone Asked ILALC about email delivery and confirmed 

ILALC emails were down. 

Illawarra LALC Aara Welz Austral ZB 8/12/202
4 

Email Resent Stage 3 letter with updated figures. Stage 
closes 4 September 2024. 
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Cubbitch Barta Glenda Chalker; Rebecca 
Chalker Austral ZB 8/19/202

4 Email Sent Stage 2 & 3 letter (late registration). 

Austral ZB Illawarra 
LALC 

Aara 
Welz 9/2/2024 Email Requested surveys to be completed after Stage 2 

& 3. Supports methodology. 

Austral ZB 

Murra 
Bidgee 
Mullangari 
Aboriginal 
Corporation  

Darlee
n 
Johnso
n; Ryan 
Johnso
n 

9/3/2024 Email Endorses recommendations in updated letter. 
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STAGE 4: REVIEW OF DRAFT CULTURAL HERITAGE ASSESSMENT REPORT 

Contact Contacted By Details 

Organisation Person Organisation Person Date Method Notes 

Illawarra LALC Aara Welz Austral FS 8/1/2025 Email Sent Stage 4 Draft ACHA - Stage 4 closes 5pm on 
5 February 2025 

Thomas Dahlstrom Offers ACH 
value by using 3D Laser and 
Drone Technology 

Thomas 
Dahlstrom Austral FS 8/1/2025 Email Sent Stage 4 Draft ACHA - Stage 4 closes 5pm on 

5 February 2025 

Woronora Plateau Gundungara 
Elders Council Paul Cummins Austral FS 8/1/2025 Email 

Sent Stage 4 Draft ACHA - Stage 4 closes 5pm on 
5 February 2025 

Duncan Falk Consultancy Duncan Falk Austral FS 8/1/2025 Email Sent Stage 4 Draft ACHA - Stage 4 closes 5pm on 
5 February 2025 

Murra Bidgee Mullangari 
Aboriginal Corporation  

Darleen 
Johnson; Ryan 
Johnson 

Austral FS 8/1/2025 Email Sent Stage 4 Draft ACHA - Stage 4 closes 5pm on 
5 February 2025 

Cubbitch Barta Glenda Chalker; 
Rebecca Chalker 

Austral FS 8/1/2025 Email Sent Stage 4 Draft ACHA - Stage 4 closes 5pm on 
5 February 2025 

Austral FS Cubbitch Barta Glenda 
Chalker 8/1/2025 Email Email reply from Glenda requesting a hardcopy of 

the draft ACHA 

Cubbitch Barta Glenda Chalker Austral FS 8/1/2025 Email 
Replied to Glenda to confirm a hard copy will be 
issued and will email when this has been 
completed 

Austral FS 
Murra Bidgee 
Mullangari Aboriginal 
Corporation  

Darleen 
Johnson 8/1/2025 Email 

Response from Darleen Johnson - 'I have read the 
project information and ACHA for the above 
project, we endorse the recommendations made'. 

Cubbitch Barta Glenda Chalker Austral FS 9/1/2025 Email Email to Glenda confirming that a hard copy has 
been sent in the post 

Cubbitch Barta Glenda Chalker Austral CB 9/1/2025 Post 
Hard copy of the draft ACHA  for stage 4 sent to 
Glenda per request 

Austral FS Duncan Falk 
Duncan 
Falk 

9/1/2025 Email 

Response from Duncan 'Regarding this site, I 
believe there were test pits planned to test for 
PAD, was that testing conducted and what were 
the results from it?' 

Duncan Falk Consultancy Duncan Falk Austral FS 10/1/2025 Email Reply to Duncan's enquiry 
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Reference: 24039 

11 June 2024 

 

To whom it may concern,  

RE: STAGE 1: REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FOR BERRIMA GAOL 
ADAPTIVE REUSE DEVELOPMENT, 2-4 ARGYLE STREET, BERRIMA NSW 

You are receiving this letter due to your organisation being named as a reasonable source of information 
that must be contacted as under Stage 1 (section 4.1.2) of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation 
Requirements for Proponents 2010 (Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water NSW 
2010) (Consultation Requirements). Section 4.1.2 of the Consultation Requirements makes it the 
proponent’s responsibility to ascertain, from reasonable sources of information such as your 
organisation, the names of Aboriginal people who may hold cultural knowledge relevant to determining 
the significance of Aboriginal objects and / or places. 

Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd (Austral) has been engaged by Blue Sox Investments Pty Ltd to undertake 
an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment (ACHA) in the development of a new boutique hotel, multi-
level carpark, function centre, restaurant, café, and other tourism related facilities and amenities on the 
site of the Berrima Gaol. The proposed ACHA is being undertaken to determine the impact the 
development will have on Aboriginal cultural material, as part of a State Significance Development (SSD) 
under Part 5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. The study area is situated within 
the Wingecarribee Shire Local Government Area (LGA) and is located within the boundaries of the 
Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council (ILALC).  

Austral Archaeology will actively seek to involve stakeholders in decisions regarding Aboriginal cultural 
heritage issues arising from this project. Additional information will be made available to all registered 
Aboriginal stakeholders as the project progresses. The purpose of consultation is to assist the proposed 
applicant in the preparation of an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit and to assist the Director General 
of the Department of Premier and Cabinet (DPC) in his or her consideration and determination of the 
application. The project will be undertaken in accordance with the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. 

In accordance with the consultation requirements, please note that the relevant client contact for this 
project is: 

Jonathan Thompson 

Blue Sox Investments Pty Ltd  

27 Australia St 

Camperdown NSW 2050 

Email: jthompson@bluesox.com.au 

 

All correspondence regarding provision of names and contact details of Aboriginal people who may hold 
cultural knowledge relevant to the project should be provided in writing to: 

mailto:info@australarch.com.au
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Lindsay Costigan 

Senior Archaeologist 

Austral Archaeology 

601 Princes Highway 

Yallah, NSW 2530 

Phone: 0402 745 058 

Email: lindsayc@australarch.com.au 

Austral requests that your organisation supplies the requested information by 25 June 2024. Please 
note that under Section 4.1.6 of the Consultation Requirements, Austral is required to supply details of 
all registered Aboriginal stakeholders to Heritage NSW and ILALC. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me for further information at the contact details provided below. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Zoe Bosevski 

Archaeologist 

Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd 

ABN: 55 629 860 975 

M: 0421 454 355 

E: zoeb@australarch.com.au 

mailto:info@australarch.com.au
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REFERENCES 

Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water NSW 2010 Aboriginal cultural heritage 
consultation requirements for proponents 2010. 
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Local Land Services 
 

  
30/08/2023 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Catchment Management Authorities are listed in Section 4.1.2 (g) of the Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation 
requirements for proponents 2010, under Part 6, National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 as a source of information 
to obtain the “names of Aboriginal people who may hold cultural knowledge relevant to determining the 
significance of Aboriginal objects and/or places”. We understand that with the loss of Catchment Management 
Authorities in NSW such requests are likely to be forwarded to Local Land Services. 

South East Local Land Services is a partner with many Aboriginal communities in the region on natural resource 
management (NRM) projects. We are not, however, the primary source for contacting or managing contact lists 
for Aboriginal communities or persons that may inform or provide comment on planning issues. Currently we do 
not coordinate or administer any Aboriginal reference group for our region. 

Please direct your enquiry to Heritage NSW via the central mailbox heritagemailbox@environment.nsw.gov.au. 

 

 

 

Kind regards, 

  

per Rebecca Bradley 

Stakeholder and Investment Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Choose an item.  
YASS NSW 2582  
02 6118 7700  
 
www.lls.nsw.gov.au/regions/south-east. 1 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___https:/www.lls.nsw.gov.au/regions/south-east___.Y3A0YTphdXN0cmFsYXJjaDpjOm86MGRhMTg1NDViYWI3ZDIyZGFkZGFmYTJmZGE3ZGVmYjk6NjoyNDBkOmMyNjVlYzAwZTgzYTgzMjhkMzc4NGYxYWM2Njg4OTZlOTI4MDg5NmI0MGI1MDc1ZjAxOGZhODQ1NmVhN2FlZmE6cDpU


























Address: Level 3, 2 – 10 Wentworth Street, PARRAMATTA NSW 
2150

Post: P.O Box 5068, PARRAMATTA NSW 2124 
Phone: 02 8633 1266

OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

14 June 2024 

By email: lindsayc@australarch.com.au 

Austral Archaeology 
601 Princes Highway 
YALLAH NSW 2530 

Dear Lindsay, 

RE: STAGE 1: REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FOR BERRIMA GAOL ADAPTIVE 
REUSE DEVELOPMENT, 2-4 ARGYLE STREET, BERRIMA NSW (Ref: 24039) 

We refer to your email dated 11 June 2024 seeking the identification of Aboriginal 
organisations and people who may have an interest in the proposed development of 
a new boutique hotel, multi-level carpark, function centre, restaurant, café, and 
other tourism related facilities and amenities on the site of the Berrima Gaol, NSW. 

Under Section 170 of the Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 (NSW), the Office of the 
Registrar is required to maintain the Register of Aboriginal Owners (RAO) for New 
South Wales. A search of the RAO has shown that there are currently no Registered 
Aboriginal Owners in the project area. 

We suggest you contact the Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council on 
(02) 4226 3338 or via email admin@ilalc.org.au as they may wish to participate.

Yours sincerely 

Rachel Rewiri  
Project Officer  
Office of the Registrar, Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 
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Reference: 24039 

3 July 2024 

RE: STAGE 1: NOTIFICATION OF BERRIMA GAOL ADAPTIVE REUSE 
DEVELOPMENT, 2-4 ARGYLE STREET, BERRIMA, NEW SOUTH WALES 

To whom it may concern, 

Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd (Austral) has been engaged by Blue Sox Investments Pty Ltd to undertake 
an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment (ACHA) in regard to the development of a new boutique 
hotel, multi-level carpark, function centre, restaurant, café, and other tourism related facilities and 
amenities on the site of the Berrima Gaol at 2-4 Argyle Street, Berrima, New South Wales (NSW), Lot 
102 DP1283819 (the study area).   

Austral has been made aware that you or your organisation may hold cultural knowledge relevant to 
determining the significance of Aboriginal objects and / or places. As part of Stage 1 of the Aboriginal 
Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for Proponents 2010 (Department of Environment, 
Climate Change and Water NSW 2010) [the Consultation Requirements], you are invited to register your 
interest to participate in the ACHA and consultation process for the project. 

The proposed ACHA is being undertaken to determine the impact the development will have on 
Aboriginal cultural material, as part of as part of a State Significance Development (SSD) under Part 5 of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. The study area is situated within the 
Wingecarribee Shire Local Government Area (LGA) and is located within the boundaries of the Illawarra 
Local Aboriginal Land Council (ILALC). 

Austral will actively seek to involve stakeholders in decisions regarding Aboriginal cultural heritage 
issues arising from this project. Additional information will be made available to all registered Aboriginal 
stakeholders as the project progresses. The purpose of consultation is to assist the proposed applicant 
in the preparation of an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) and to assist the Director General of 
the Department of Premier and Cabinet in his or her consideration and determination of the application. 
The project will be undertaken in accordance with the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. 

In accordance with the consultation requirements, please note that the relevant client contact for this 
project is: 

Jonathan Thompson 

Blue Sox Investments Pty Ltd  

27 Australia Street 

Camperdown, NSW 2050 

Email: jthompson@bluesox.com.au 

mailto:info@australarch.com.au
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All correspondence regarding provision of names and contact details of Aboriginal people who may hold 
cultural knowledge relevant to the project should be provided in writing to: 

Lindsay Costigan 

Senior Archaeologist 

Austral Archaeology 

601 Princes Highway 

Yallah, NSW 2530 

Phone: 0402 745 058 

Email: lindsayc@australarch.com.au 

As a person or organisation who may hold cultural knowledge relevant to determining the significance 
of Aboriginal objects and / or places associated with the proposed project, you are invited to register 
your interest to be consulted for this project. The closing date for registrations of interest is  
17 July 2024.  

Please note that under Section 4.1.6 of the Consultation Requirements, Austral is required, unless you 
state otherwise, to supply details of all registered Aboriginal stakeholders to Heritage NSW and ILALC 
as part of this process. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me for further information at the contact details provided below. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Zoe Bosevski 

Archaeologist 

Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd 

ABN: 55 629 860 975 

M: 0421 454 355 

E: zoeb@australarch.com.au 
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REFERENCES 

Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water NSW 2010, ‘Aboriginal cultural heritage 
consultation requirements for proponents 2010’. 
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Don’t have a 
property eagle?
Get the eagle eye view of property.
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Proud history of service to the community of the Southern Highlands
• Committed to upholding professional standards
• Tailored to your financial or religious requirements
• Local funeral directors on call at all times
• Chapel Services Available

Lady Rose Funerals
A proud, locally owned and family operated business
SERVICING THE SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS

4862 1833
www.ladyrosefunerals.com.au

n Understanding with 
simplicity and dignity
36 Bowral Street, Bowral 2576

Deaths & Funerals

DANIELLE, Christina Henrica

Mother of Toby, mother-in-law to Magda and
grandmother of Adam and Henry

Passed away peacefully on Sunday 30th June,
aged 78 years, after battling a long illness

She was a cherished member of the local
community, known for her generosity and

willingness to support others in need

Her warm spirit and loving nature touched the
lives of many

She will be deeply missed by all those who
knew her

Deaths & Funerals

Berrima Gaol ACHA at 2-4 Argyle
Street, Berrima NSW

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment –
Registration of Interest

Blue Sox Investments Pty Ltd of 27 Australia St
Camperdown NSW has commissioned Austral
Archaeology Pty Ltd (Austral) to undertake an
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment (ACHA)
in regard to the Adaptive Reuse Development at
2-4 Argyle Street, (Lot 102 DP1283819), Berrima,
NSW, the site of Berrima Gaol  On behalf of the
proponent, Austral wishes to consult Aboriginal
people to assist with a cultural heritage
assessment which may result in an Aboriginal
Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP)  Consultation is
required to assist the Director General of the
Department of Premier and Cabinet (DPC) in his
or her consideration of the application
Consultation will be accordance with the DPC's
Consultation Requirements 2010  Parties with
cultural knowledge relevant to the significance of
Aboriginal object(s) andr place(s) are invited to
register their interest. More information about the
project will be provided after registration
For more information please contact:
Jonathan Thompson
Blue Sox Investments Pty Ltd
27 Australia St
Camperdown NSW 2050

 jthompson@bluesox.com.au
To register, please contact:
Lindsay Costigan
Senior Archaeologist
Austral Archaeology
601 Princes Highway
Yallah, NSW 2530
Phone: 0402 745 058

 lindsayc@australarch.com.au
Registration closes 17 July 2024

addirect.com.au

addirect.com.au

Public Notices

Farm Garage Sale
Canyonleigh

Sat 13th 9am till 3pm
Sun 14th 9am till 2pm

Follow the signs
wide variety

more info on gumtree
 0498 745 985

Natural Resource Management (NRM)
Ranger, Leading Hand (Identified)

Full time Fixed 1 year contract
Southern Highlands

The Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council is
looking for an experienced and qualified person
for the position of NRM Ranger, Leading Hand
based at Yerrinbool
Note: Aboriginality is a genuine occupational
qualification and is authorised by S14(d) of the
Anti-Discrimination Act 1987 (NSW)
Benefits working with the ILALC include;

Above award pay
NFP benefits including salary packaging

For further information: To obtain a copy of
the position description email your request to
admin@ilalc.org.au. Alternatively for a
confidential discussion contact Adell Hyslop,
Chief Executive Officer by email at
ceo@ilalc.org.au or call 0480 398 657
To apply: Email your resume and a 2-page
covering letter addressing the selection criteria
to admin@ilalc.org.au. Successful candidates
must provide Confirmation of Aboriginality,
National Criminal Check (NCC) and Working
with Children Check (WWCC)
Closing date: Friday 12th July 2024 at 11.59pm

HOUSEKEEPER CLEANER AVAILABLE
Experienced in all aspects of household duties

including washing and ironing.
HONEST & RELIABLE

Excellent references available on request.
Reg. ABN holder.
Ph: 0428 401 181

Minimum 4 hours. No end of lease bond cleans
or air B&B's. No one-off cleans!

Downsizing Sale
Mowers, garden tools,
6x4 trailer, BBQ, furni-
ture, steam cleaner,
much more. SAT &
SUN. July 13-14. 10
Carisbrooke Row, East
Bowral

Connect with  
Classifieds
Place a Classifieds ad

6492 1177  
 

Save time, submit online 24/7  
ad .com.au

Ongoing business advertising self service  enquiries: 
acmadonline@

Print and online packages available  throughout 
Australia

Emoji now available 

direct

classifieds@begadistrictnews.com.au

austcommunitymedia.com.auaustcommunitymedia.com.au

classifieds@southernhighlandnews.com.au

acmadonline@austcommunitymedia.com.au

02 4861 2333

Print and online packages available
throughout Australia

Advertising self service enquiries:
acmadonline@austcommunitymedia.com.au

Save time, submit online 24/7
addirect.com.au

Positions Vacant Work WantedGarage Sales Garage Sales

Connect with Classifi eds
Phone: 02 4861 2333

Email: classifieds@southernhighlandnews.com.au

southernhighlandnews.com.au  Wednesday, July 3, 2024 SOUTHERN HIGHLAND NEWS 13
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Registered stakeholders – 24039 Berrima Gaol, 2-4 Argyle St 

Berrima, NSW (ACHA) 
 

Organisation Contact Person Date Registered Communication 

Illawarra LALC Aara Welz 12 June 2024 Email 

Thomas Dahlstrom Offers ACH 
value by using 3D Laser and Drone 

technology 

Thomas 
Dahlstrom 

3 July 2024 Email 

Woronora Plateau Gundungara Elders 
Council 

Paul Cummins 4 July 2024 Email 

Duncan Falk Consultancy Duncan Falk 6 July 2024 Email 

Murra Bidgee Mullangari Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Darleen Johnson; 
Ryan Johnson 

9 July 2024 Email 

 

A total of 5 groups have registered to participate as stakeholders during the project for Berrima Gaol 
ACHA (REF: 24039). 
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Registered stakeholders – 24039 Berrima Gaol, 2-4 Argyle St 
Berrima, NSW (ACHA) 

 

Organisation Contact Person Date Registered    Communication 

Illawarra LALC Aara Welz 12 June 2024 Email 

Thomas Dahlstrom Offers ACH 
value by using 3D Laser and Drone 

technology 

Thomas 
Dahlstrom 

3 July 2024 Email 

Woronora Plateau Gundungara Elders 
Council 

Paul Cummins 4 July 2024 Email 

Duncan Falk Consultancy Duncan Falk 6 July 2024 Email 

Murra Bidgee Mullangari Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Darleen Johnson; 
Ryan Johnson 

9 July 2024 Email 

Cubbitch Barta 
Glenda Chalker; 
Rebecca Chalker 

16 August 2024 
(late registration) 

Email 

 

A total of 6 groups have registered to participate as stakeholders during the project for Berrima Gaol 
ACHA (REF: 24039). 
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Reference: 24039 

7 August 2024 

 

To whom it may concern, 

RE: STAGE 2 – PROJECT INFORMATION FOR ABORIGINAL 
CULTURAL HERITAGE ASSESSMENT OF BERRIMA GAOL 
ADAPTIVE REUSE DEVELOPMENT, 2-4 ARGYLE STREET, 

BERRIMA, NEW SOUTH WALES 

You are receiving this letter as a registered Aboriginal party (RAP) for the Berrima Gaol Adaptive Reuse 

Development project.  

The following information is being provided to comply with Stage 2 of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Consultation Requirements for Proponents 2010 (DECCW 2010a) [the Consultation Requirements]. This 

letter relates explicitly to sections 4.2.1 to 4.2.4 of the Consultation Requirements. 

PROJECT DETAILS 

Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd (Austral) is undertaking an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment (ACHA) 

on behalf of Blue Sox Investments Pty Ltd (the proponent) at 2-4 Argyle Street, Berrima, New South 

Wales (NSW) [the study area], within the Wingecarribee Shire Local Government Area. The development 

will include a new boutique hotel, multi-level carpark, function centre, café, and other tourism related 

facilities and amenities on the site of the Berrima Gaol. 

This ACHA is being conducted to fulfill Requirement 19 of an SSD-SSI Planning Secretary’s Environmental 

Assessment Requirements (SEARs) for the Berrima Hotel and Tourist Facility  

(SSD-66876472). 

Based upon these requirements, Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd (Austral) has been engaged by Blue Sox 

Investments Pty Ltd to conduct an ACHA; this process may result in an application for an Aboriginal 

Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) being made.  

This letter presents the proposed project information and initiates arrangements for the dissemination of 

further details to RAPs during the assessment process. 

The location of the study area is outlined in Figure 1 and Figure 2, with proposed works shown on  

Figure 3. 

IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

The following impact assessment process will be completed in accordance with the following guidelines: 

• Consultation Requirements. 

• Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigations of Aboriginal Objects in NSW (DECCW 2010b) [the 
Code of Practice]; and, 

• Guide to Investigating, Assessing and Reporting on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage in NSW (Office 

of Environment and Heritage 2011). 

mailto:info@australarch.com.au
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BACKGROUND RESEARCH 

In addition to contacting the relevant Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal stakeholders, background research 

will include searches of public statutory and non-statutory heritage databases and research into relevant 

archives as an essential aid to determining the significance of the study area to local Aboriginal people. 

The following database and register searches will be undertaken:  

• A search of the Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS) database. This 

database lists known sites of archaeological and cultural significance to Aboriginal people. This 

will confirm the nature of any Aboriginal cultural values which may be present within the study 

area. This search will also highlight sites and places of significance in the immediate vicinity. This 

search may also provide previously produced reports or studies of relevance to this study.  

• A search for items or places of Aboriginal significance on non-statutory heritage databases. These 
include the Register of the National Estate and the National Trust.  

• A search of the Local Environmental Plan for Aboriginal heritage places or issues.  

• A search for items or places of Aboriginal significance on statutory heritage databases. These 
include the National Heritage List and the State Heritage Register. 

In addition to these database searches, research into the ethnographic, environmental, archaeological 

and Aboriginal historical context will also be undertaken. The results of this research will assist in 

determining the potential for Aboriginal archaeological and cultural material and places to be located 

within the study area. 

The background research will need to be collated and précised into a succinct yet thorough literature 

review. This written work will form a vital part of subsequent methodological development and 

production of the final cultural heritage assessment report. 

CONSULTATION WITH ABORIGINAL STAKEHOLDERS 

The Aboriginal people of Australia are part of the oldest and continuous-living cultures in human history. 

Aboriginal people’s cultural heritage is recognised and valued as a unique and essential component of the 

identity of all Australian people.  

Aboriginal cultural heritage provides the essential links between the past and the present – it is a crucial 

part of Aboriginal people’s cultural identity, connection and sense of belonging to Country.  

The objective of community consultation is to ensure Aboriginal people have the opportunity to improve 

assessment outcomes by: 

• Providing relevant information about the cultural significance and values of the Aboriginal 

objects and/or place. 

• Influencing the design of the methodology to assess the cultural and scientific significance of 
Aboriginal objects and places.  

• Actively contributing to the development of cultural heritage management options and 

recommendations for any Aboriginal objects and/or places within the proposed project area; and, 

• Providing feedback and commenting on draft assessment reports before the proponent submits 
them to Heritage NSW.  

This information pack forms part of the ongoing consultation with Aboriginal stakeholders, being  

Stage 2 of the Consultation Requirements, which requires consultants to present information about the 

mailto:info@australarch.com.au
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proposed project to stakeholders. This will also be accompanied by a Stage 3 methodology document, 

which will thoroughly detail the proposed testing methodology.  

Based on this project's size and complexity, information about the project will be disseminated in writing 

only. 

INVESTIGATION OF ABORIGINAL OBJECTS AND / OR PLACES 

The field survey was conducted on 11 July 2024 by Lindsay Costigan (Senior Archaeologist) and Zoe 

Bosevski (Archaeologist), and Aboriginal Representative Duncan Falk of Duncan Falk Consultancy. The 

archaeological survey of the study area was undertaken in accordance with requirements 5 to 10 of the 

Code of Practice to identify any previously unknown Aboriginal objects, sites, or places. 

An archaeological testing program will need to be completed in accordance with requirements 14 to 17 

of the Code of Practice; this program will aim to collect information about the nature and extent of sub-

surface Aboriginal objects. The testing program will contribute to an understanding of site characteristics 

and local and regional prehistory that can be used to inform mitigation measures for the project. 

Further information on the methodology to be used for the archaeological survey and test excavation 

program will be presented as part of the Stage 3 documentation. 

REPORTING 

Austral will produce an ACHA that will include but not be limited to: 

• Introduction 

• Planning Framework 

• Aboriginal Background 

• Site Analysis 

• Maps and Site Plans etc. 

• Aboriginal Stakeholder Consultation 

• Assessment of Archaeological Potential 

• Archaeological Testing Analysis and Results 

• Impact Assessment 

• Conclusions and Management Recommendations 

As part of Stage 4 of the Consultation Requirements, Aboriginal stakeholders will be provided with the 

draft ACHA for review and comment. Any comments and responses received by Austral, or the 

proponent, will be documented in the final ACHA. Austral will respond to all comments received and will 

outline how these have been considered and/or implemented as part of the final ACHA (DECCW 2010a, 

p. 6). 

PROJECT SCHEDULE 

To meet these objectives Heritage NSW has developed four stages of consultation which must be met for 

each cultural heritage assessment. There are several mandatory timeframes associated with the 

Consultation Requirements; these are summarised in Table 1 and Table 2. 
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Table 1  Statutory timeframes for consultation 

Stage Timeframe 

Stage 1: Notification of project proposal and registration of interest 14 days 

Stage 2: Presentation of information about the proposed project - 

Stage 3: Gathering information about cultural significance.  28 days 

Stage 4: Review of the draft cultural heritage assessment report.  28 days 

Table 2  Project Milestones, estimated completion dates and status 

Stage 
Statutory 

Timeframe 
(days) 

Completion dates Status 

Background research - TBD In progress 

Aboriginal consultation 

Stage 1 - Notification of project proposal 
and registration of interest 

14 
17 July 2024 Completed 

Archaeological Survey - 11 July 2024 Completed 

Stage 2 - Presentation of information about 
the proposed project 

28 
29 July 2024 In progress 

Stage 3 - Gathering information about 
cultural significance 

28 
29 July 2024 In progress 

Archaeological testing - - To be completed 

ACHA draft report - - To be completed 

Stage 4 - Review of ACHA by stakeholders 28 - To be completed 

ACHA finalisation - - To be completed 

Approval of AHIP 60 - To be completed 

ROLES, FUNCTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Section 5 of the Consultation Requirements outlines the roles and responsibilities of the parties that are 

typically involved in the consultation process. The roles, functions and responsibilities for this project are 

summarised in Table 3. 

Table 3  Roles, responsibilities and functions of parties involved in the project 

Party Roles, Responsibilities and Functions 

RAPs To provide cultural information and feedback on draft methodologies and the ACHA. To 

participate in meetings and workshops, and fieldwork, when invited.   

Austral, on behalf of 

the proponent 

Will consult with RAPs by supplying suitable project information and providing the 

opportunity for RAPs to provide input into the heritage management process. 

As per the Consultation Requirements, Section 3.4 on page 9 states that “[c]onsultation should not be 

confused with employment”. In line with this, while Austral will ensure that consultation with all RAPs is 
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undertaken in accordance with the Consultation Guidelines, the proponent is not obliged employ all 

registered stakeholders for the fieldwork component of this project.  

Table 4 outlines the feedback and input process offered to Aboriginal people for each stage of the 

consultation process. 

Table 4  Feedback and input process for stages of the consultation process to be completed 

Stage Expected Feedback 

2 
Feedback on the project proposal including nature, scope and methodology. Raise any concerns about 

cultural perspectives or assessment requirements. 

3 

Contribute to culturally appropriate information-gathering and the research methodology. Provide 

information that will enable the cultural significance of Aboriginal objects and/or places within the 
proposed project area. Have input into the development of any cultural heritage management 

options. 

4 Provide feedback on any aspect of the draft ACHA report. 

Should you have any questions or queries regarding the design or methods of construction relating to 

these works, contact information for the proponent is listed below: 

Jonathan Thompson 

Blue Sox Investments 

27 Australia St 

Camperdown NSW 2050 

Email: jthompson@bluesox.com.au 

Should you have any cultural concerns, perspectives or assessment requirements, please do not hesitate 

to contact me for further information at the contact details provided below. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Zoe Bosevski 

Archaeologist 

Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd 

ABN: 55 629 860 975 

M: 0421 454 355 

E: zoeb@australarch.com.au 
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Reference: 24039 

29 July 2024 

 

To whom it may concern, 

RE: STAGE 2 – PROJECT INFORMATION FOR ABORIGINAL 
CULTURAL HERITAGE ASSESSMENT OF BERRIMA GAOL 
ADAPTIVE REUSE DEVELOPMENT, 2-4 ARGYLE STREET, 

BERRIMA, NEW SOUTH WALES 

You are receiving this letter as a registered Aboriginal party (RAP) for the Berrima Gaol Adaptive Reuse 

Development project.  

The following information is being provided to comply with Stage 2 of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Consultation Requirements for Proponents 2010 (DECCW 2010a) [the Consultation Requirements]. This 

letter relates explicitly to sections 4.2.1 to 4.2.4 of the Consultation Requirements. 

PROJECT DETAILS 

Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd (Austral) is undertaking an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment (ACHA) 

on behalf of Blue Sox Investments Pty Ltd (the proponent) at 2-4 Argyle Street, Berrima, New South 

Wales (NSW) [the study area], within the Wingecarribee Shire Local Government Area. The development 

will include a new boutique hotel, multi-level carpark, function centre, café, and other tourism related 

facilities and amenities on the site of the Berrima Gaol. 

This ACHA is being conducted to fulfill Requirement 19 of an SSD-SSI Planning Secretary’s Environmental 

Assessment Requirements (SEARs) for the Berrima Hotel and Tourist Facility  

(SSD-66876472). 

Based upon these requirements, Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd (Austral) has been engaged by Blue Sox 

Investments Pty Ltd to conduct an ACHA; this process may result in an application for an Aboriginal 

Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) being made.  

This letter presents the proposed project information and initiates arrangements for the dissemination of 

further details to RAPs during the assessment process. 

The location of the study area is outlined in Figure 1 and Figure 2, with proposed works shown on  

Figure 3. 

IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

The following impact assessment process will be completed in accordance with the following guidelines: 

• Consultation Requirements. 

• Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigations of Aboriginal Objects in NSW (DECCW 2010b) [the 
Code of Practice]; and, 

• Guide to Investigating, Assessing and Reporting on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage in NSW (Office 

of Environment and Heritage 2011). 
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BACKGROUND RESEARCH 

In addition to contacting the relevant Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal stakeholders, background research 

will include searches of public statutory and non-statutory heritage databases and research into relevant 

archives as an essential aid to determining the significance of the study area to local Aboriginal people. 

The following database and register searches will be undertaken:  

• A search of the Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS) database. This 

database lists known sites of archaeological and cultural significance to Aboriginal people. This 

will confirm the nature of any Aboriginal cultural values which may be present within the study 

area. This search will also highlight sites and places of significance in the immediate vicinity. This 

search may also provide previously produced reports or studies of relevance to this study.  

• A search for items or places of Aboriginal significance on non-statutory heritage databases. These 
include the Register of the National Estate and the National Trust.  

• A search of the Local Environmental Plan for Aboriginal heritage places or issues.  

• A search for items or places of Aboriginal significance on statutory heritage databases. These 
include the National Heritage List and the State Heritage Register. 

In addition to these database searches, research into the ethnographic, environmental, archaeological 

and Aboriginal historical context will also be undertaken. The results of this research will assist in 

determining the potential for Aboriginal archaeological and cultural material and places to be located 

within the study area. 

The background research will need to be collated and précised into a succinct yet thorough literature 

review. This written work will form a vital part of subsequent methodological development and 

production of the final cultural heritage assessment report. 

CONSULTATION WITH ABORIGINAL STAKEHOLDERS 

The Aboriginal people of Australia are part of the oldest and continuous-living cultures in human history. 

Aboriginal people’s cultural heritage is recognised and valued as a unique and essential component of the 

identity of all Australian people.  

Aboriginal cultural heritage provides the essential links between the past and the present – it is a crucial 

part of Aboriginal people’s cultural identity, connection and sense of belonging to Country.  

The objective of community consultation is to ensure Aboriginal people have the opportunity to improve 

assessment outcomes by: 

• Providing relevant information about the cultural significance and values of the Aboriginal 

objects and/or place. 

• Influencing the design of the methodology to assess the cultural and scientific significance of 
Aboriginal objects and places.  

• Actively contributing to the development of cultural heritage management options and 

recommendations for any Aboriginal objects and/or places within the proposed project area; and, 

• Providing feedback and commenting on draft assessment reports before the proponent submits 
them to Heritage NSW.  

This information pack forms part of the ongoing consultation with Aboriginal stakeholders, being  

Stage 2 of the Consultation Requirements, which requires consultants to present information about the 
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proposed project to stakeholders. This will also be accompanied by a Stage 3 methodology document, 

which will thoroughly detail the proposed testing methodology.  

Based on this project's size and complexity, information about the project will be disseminated in writing 

only. 

INVESTIGATION OF ABORIGINAL OBJECTS AND / OR PLACES 

The field survey was conducted on 11 July 2024 by Lindsay Costigan (Senior Archaeologist) and Zoe 

Bosevski (Archaeologist), and Aboriginal Representative Duncan Falk of Duncan Falk Consultancy. The 

archaeological survey of the study area was undertaken in accordance with requirements 5 to 10 of the 

Code of Practice to identify any previously unknown Aboriginal objects, sites, or places. 

An archaeological testing program will need to be completed in accordance with requirements 14 to 17 

of the Code of Practice; this program will aim to collect information about the nature and extent of sub-

surface Aboriginal objects. The testing program will contribute to an understanding of site characteristics 

and local and regional prehistory that can be used to inform mitigation measures for the project. 

Further information on the methodology to be used for the archaeological survey and test excavation 

program will be presented as part of the Stage 3 documentation. 

REPORTING 

Austral will produce an ACHA that will include but not be limited to: 

• Introduction 

• Planning Framework 

• Aboriginal Background 

• Site Analysis 

• Maps and Site Plans etc. 

• Aboriginal Stakeholder Consultation 

• Assessment of Archaeological Potential 

• Archaeological Testing Analysis and Results 

• Impact Assessment 

• Conclusions and Management Recommendations 

As part of Stage 4 of the Consultation Requirements, Aboriginal stakeholders will be provided with the 

draft ACHA for review and comment. Any comments and responses received by Austral, or the 

proponent, will be documented in the final ACHA. Austral will respond to all comments received and will 

outline how these have been considered and/or implemented as part of the final ACHA (DECCW 2010a, 

p. 6). 

PROJECT SCHEDULE 

To meet these objectives Heritage NSW has developed four stages of consultation which must be met for 

each cultural heritage assessment. There are several mandatory timeframes associated with the 

Consultation Requirements; these are summarised in Table 1 and Table 2. 
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Table 1  Statutory timeframes for consultation 

Stage Timeframe 

Stage 1: Notification of project proposal and registration of interest 14 days 

Stage 2: Presentation of information about the proposed project - 

Stage 3: Gathering information about cultural significance.  28 days 

Stage 4: Review of the draft cultural heritage assessment report.  28 days 

Table 2  Project Milestones, estimated completion dates and status 

Stage 
Statutory 

Timeframe 
(days) 

Completion dates Status 

Background research - TBD In progress 

Aboriginal consultation 

Stage 1 - Notification of project proposal 
and registration of interest 

14 
17 July 2024 Completed 

Archaeological Survey - 11 July 2024 Completed 

Stage 2 - Presentation of information about 
the proposed project 

28 
29 July 2024 In progress 

Stage 3 - Gathering information about 
cultural significance 

28 
29 July 2024 In progress 

Archaeological testing - - To be completed 

ACHA draft report - - To be completed 

Stage 4 - Review of ACHA by stakeholders 28 - To be completed 

ACHA finalisation - - To be completed 

Approval of AHIP 60 - To be completed 

ROLES, FUNCTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Section 5 of the Consultation Requirements outlines the roles and responsibilities of the parties that are 

typically involved in the consultation process. The roles, functions and responsibilities for this project are 

summarised in Table 3. 

Table 3  Roles, responsibilities and functions of parties involved in the project 

Party Roles, Responsibilities and Functions 

RAPs To provide cultural information and feedback on draft methodologies and the ACHA. To 

participate in meetings and workshops, and fieldwork, when invited.   

Austral, on behalf of 

the proponent 

Will consult with RAPs by supplying suitable project information and providing the 

opportunity for RAPs to provide input into the heritage management process. 

As per the Consultation Requirements, Section 3.4 on page 9 states that “[c]onsultation should not be 

confused with employment”. In line with this, while Austral will ensure that consultation with all RAPs is 
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undertaken in accordance with the Consultation Guidelines, the proponent is not obliged employ all 

registered stakeholders for the fieldwork component of this project.  

Table 4 outlines the feedback and input process offered to Aboriginal people for each stage of the 

consultation process. 

Table 4  Feedback and input process for stages of the consultation process to be completed 

Stage Expected Feedback 

2 
Feedback on the project proposal including nature, scope and methodology. Raise any concerns about 

cultural perspectives or assessment requirements. 

3 

Contribute to culturally appropriate information-gathering and the research methodology. Provide 

information that will enable the cultural significance of Aboriginal objects and/or places within the 
proposed project area. Have input into the development of any cultural heritage management 

options. 

4 Provide feedback on any aspect of the draft ACHA report. 

Should you have any questions or queries regarding the design or methods of construction relating to 

these works, contact information for the proponent is listed below: 

Jonathan Thompson 

Blue Sox Investments 

27 Australia St 1 

Camperdown NSW 2050 2 

Email: jthompson@bluesox.com.au 

Should you have any cultural concerns, perspectives or assessment requirements, please do not hesitate 

to contact me for further information at the contact details provided below. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Zoe Bosevski 

Archaeologist 

Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd 

ABN: 55 629 860 975 

M: 0421 454 355 

E: zoeb@australarch.com.au 
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Reference: 24039 

29 July 2024 

 

To whom it may concern, 

RE: STAGE 3 – PROJECT METHODOLOGY FOR ABORIGINAL 
CULTURAL HERITAGE ASSESSMENT OF BERRIMA GAOL 
ADAPTIVE REUSE DEVELOPMENT, 2-4 ARGYLE STREET, 

BERRIMA, NEW SOUTH WALES 

You are receiving this letter as a registered Aboriginal party (RAP) for the Berrima Gaol Adaptive Reuse 

Development project.  

The following information is being provided to comply with Stage 3 of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Consultation Requirements for Proponents 2010 (DECCW 2010a) [the Consultation Requirements]. This 

letter relates explicitly to sections 4.3.1 to 4.3.7 of the Consultation Requirements. 

The purpose of this letter is to present the proposed methodology to the RAPs for the preparation of an 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment (ACHA) for the project. You are also requested to supply any 

cultural information you wish to provide that can assist in the identification of Aboriginal objects or places 

as part of the assessment process. In accordance with Section 4.3.2 of the Consultation Requirements, 

RAPs are provided with the opportunity to review and provide feedback on the proposed methodology 

outlined in this letter. Please supply this feedback to: 

Jonathan Thompson 

Blue Sox Investments 

27 Australia St 1 

Camperdown NSW 2050 

Email: jthompson@bluesox.com.au 

Please provide your feedback, including additional protocols that you wish to be adopted into the 

information gathering process and assessment methodology by 5pm on 26 August 2024. 

PROPOSED WORKS 

The proposed works for this project include a new boutique hotel, multi-level carpark, function centre, 

café, and other tourism related facilities and amenities on the site of the Berrima Gaol. The location of 

proposed works is shown on Figure 1. 

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 

Austral has undertaken a review of documentary sources to understand the Aboriginal heritage values 

that are likely to occur within the study area. 

BACKGROUND 

An extensive search of Heritage NSW’s Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS) 

database was conducted on 20 June 2024 (Client service ID: 902654). The search identified  
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57 Aboriginal archaeological sites within a 5-kilometre search area, centred on the proposed study area 

(Table 1).  

Table 1  AHIMS sites identified within 5 kilometres of the study area 

Site Type Occurrence Frequency (%) 

Artefact 42 73.68% 

Potential Archaeological Deposit (PAD) 6 10.53% 

Grinding Groove 4 7.02% 

Modified Tree 3 5.26% 

Artefact, Grinding Groove 1 1.75% 

Artefact, Potential Archaeological Deposit (PAD) 1 1.75% 

TOTAL 57 100% 

The AHIMS search has identified that there are sites located within proximity to the study area; these are 

identified in Table 2. The location of AHIMS sites in proximity to the study area are outlined in  

Figure 2. 

Table 2  AHIMS sites identified within of in close proximity to the study area 

Site Name (AHIMS No.) Site Features Site Type Distance from study area 

B 1; (AHIMS No. 52-2-1216) Artefact Open Site 165 metres 

Wingecarribee Iso Glass; (AHIMS No. 52-

1-0389) 

Artefact 
Open Site 

178 metres 

WR PAD; (AHIMS No. 52-2-1309) Artefact Shelter with Deposit 224 metres 

WR 3; (AHIMS No. 52-2-1301) Artefact Open Site 498 metres 

WR 9; (AHIMS No. 52-2-1307) Artefact Open Site 495 metres 

WR 4; (AHIMS No. 52-2-1302) Artefact Shelter with Deposit 697 metres 

WR 8; (AHIMS No. 52-2-1306) Modified Tree Open Site 775 metres 

WR 5; (AHIMS No. 52-2-1303) Artefact Shelter with Deposit 943 metres 

PREDICTIVE STATEMENTS 

Based upon the AHIMS search results and a preliminary review of ethnographic, soils, geology, landform, 

disturbance and resource information pertinent to the study area, Austral has prepared a series of site 

prediction statements that have been used to inform the project methodology, these are outlined in Table 

3. 

  

mailto:info@australarch.com.au
http://www.australarchaeology.com.au/


24039 – BERRIMA GAOL | STAGE 3 LETTER 
 

 

e: info@australarch.com.au        |        w: www.australarchaeology.com.au 3 
 

Table 3  Aboriginal site prediction statements 

Site Type Predictive Statement 

Aboriginal ceremony and dreaming 

sites 

Ceremony and dreaming sites can only be identified by Aboriginal people 
with the knowledge of such areas. None are currently recorded within the 
study area.  

Aboriginal places While there are no currently recorded Aboriginal places within the study 
area, the nature of this site type being in close proximity to water and gently 
undulating landforms, means Aboriginal places may occur in the area’s 
immediate vicinity. Based on prior studies located in surrounding areas 
close to the study area, there have been many recorded Aboriginal camp 
sites in the area, which may increase the potential of the study area to 
contain locations of Aboriginal places from the prior use of the land by 
Aboriginal people for their semi/and or permanent camps.   

Artefact sites Many artefact sites have been recorded in proximity to the study area, both 
being in prior camp sites and shelters of nearby locations. The study area is 

however largely disturbed, so much of the artefact sites that remained 
within the grounds may have already been lost/damaged/removed. 

However, the potential of Aboriginal artefact sites and contact archaeology 
potentially remain in high levels within the grounds given the initial 

buildings were erected in 1844. Accessibility of Archaeology may however 
reduce the likelihood of finding such Archaeological remains before the 

current proposed works.  

Axe grinding grooves Rock outcrops are common in the gorges throughout the region. Grinding 
groove sites have been identified in proximity to the study area. They may 
be present if suitable sandstone outcrops or boulders are present. Several 
grinding grooves have been recorded in proximity to the study area.  

Burials There are no recorded burials within or near the study area, therefore there 
is a low chance of this site type being located during works. However, given 
that executions were carried out very early on within this site, there may be 
remnants of these executions still located within the grounds of the site. 
However, this has not been recorded.  

Modified trees Scarred trees have been recorded within proximity to the study area, 
although during the survey, no remaining trees within the study area were 

identified as being modified trees.  

Potential archaeological deposits 

(PADs) 
The study area is in the immediate vicinity of Wingecarribee River. The area 

within the study area that is adjacent to the river is an elevated terrace. Due 
to terraces being understood as high potential landforms, it was determined 

to have moderate potential and archaeological testing is suggested in this 
area.  

Furthermore, close proximity to water also increases the given 
archaeological potential of a site or study area. Therefore, potential PADs 
are likely to be present within the study area. Many PADs have been 
recorded in proximity to the study area.  

Rock Shelters with art and/or 
deposit 

Rock outcrops are common in the gorges throughout the region. Rock 
shelters may be present if suitable sandstone outcrops or boulders are 
present. However highly unlikely in the study area given it is inland within 
the flat, cleared land of the Berrima township.  

Shell middens Shell middens may be present due to the proximity of the Wingecarribee 
River which is a tributary of the larger Nepean and Hawkesbury rivers of 
the region. No shell middens are currently recorded within the study area.  
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Site Type Predictive Statement 

Stone quarries Rock outcrops are common in the escarpment bordering the Wingecarribee 
shire. The historic Mount Gibraltar Quarries are located within 10 km of the 
study area. However, no stone quarry is in or within close proximity to the 
Berrima Gaol site.  

ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK 

The following section outlined the assessment methodology to be employed in the preparation of the 

ACHA. 

SURVEY METHODOLOGY 

An archaeological survey was conducted on 10 July 2024 by Lindsay Costigan (Senior Archaeologist), Zoe 

Bosevski (Archaeologist), and one RAP, Duncan Falk of Duncan Falk Consultancy, in attendance.  

The survey conformed with requirements 5 to 10 of the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of 
Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales (DECCW 2010b) [the Code of Practice]. The method employed 

during the survey was aimed at recording all (or a representative sample of all) evidence of Aboriginal land 

use that was visible on the surface. An assessment of the likelihood of material traces of Aboriginal land 

use being present under the ground surface (potential archaeological deposits) was also completed. The 

survey was completed in accordance with a sampling strategy that ensured all landforms that may be 

impacted by the project were inspected. 

Recording during the survey consisted of both photographic and written recording techniques. 

Representative photographs of survey units and landforms were taken, and all photographs included a 

graded metric scale. Where Aboriginal objects were identified during the survey, their diagnostic 

attributes were recorded, and each object was photographed (as per requirements 6 and 7 of the Code of 

Practice). No Aboriginal objects were recorded during the survey.  

Survey units were inspected using pedestrian transects following the methodology set out in Burke and 

Smith (2004, pp. 74–80). The survey documented the conditions present to assess the effectiveness of 

the survey. The following aspects of the survey were recorded: 

• Visibility and exposure for each survey unit. 

• Landform and general soil location for each survey unit. 

• Land surface and vegetation conditions encountered during the survey. 

• Survey coverage in accordance with Requirement 9 of the Code of Practice. 

• Where Aboriginal objects are / were identified, the spatial extent of direct evidence and the 

physical boundaries of each site were / will be determined. 

• The extent of disturbances and an assessment of the integrity of known or likely Aboriginal sites. 

All survey data was collected using Global Positioning System (GPS) enabled devices and the Map Grid of 

Australia (94) coordinate system. 

SURVEY RESULTS 

The pedestrian survey identified three landforms are present within the study area, these consist of a flat 

which Berrima Gaol is built upon, adjacent terrace, and southern slope. The flat and its immediate 

surrounds are considered low potential and are not recommended for archaeological testing. The small 

terrace located on the western border of the site and the southern garden area slope, however, are 

recommended for testing due to their undisturbed nature and proximity to the Wingecarribee River. 
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Areas of archaeological potential are shown on Figure 3. 

The site inspection acted to ground-truth the results of a desktop analysis of landforms and disturbance 

present within the study area and serve as the basis for the differentiation of areas of archaeological 

potential marked by the low, moderate and high archaeological potential. Areas of PAD identified during 

the site survey will therefore be the focus for testing in accordance with the Code of Practice for either 

parts of the PAD that have no visibility or to determine the extent of identified sites. 

TEST EXCAVATION SAMPLING STRATEGY 

The objectives of the test excavations are to characterise the nature, extent and archaeological 

significance of Aboriginal objects which may associated with areas of PAD present within the study area.  

In accordance with Requirement 15b and based on the methodology outlined in the preceding section for 

the differentiation of PADs, Austral has developed a sampling strategy that will be utilised for the 

investigation of those areas identified to have archaeological potential within the study area.  

FRAMEWORK FOR SAMPLING 

The test excavations will consist of the excavation of 11 test pits, which will be placed in areas identified 

as moderate potential in order to sample all parts of identified PADs which are at risk of harm from 

proposed works. As required, the test excavation program may also provide additional information 

relating to the nature, extent and distribution of sub-surface Aboriginal objects within the study area. The 

location of the proposed test pits is shown on Figure 4. 

Our test excavation methodology is based on the Code of Practice which states that all “test excavations 

must be excavated using hand tools only” and “the first excavation [pit] must be excavated in 5 

[centimetre] spits at each area – either PAD or site – being investigated. Based on the evidence of the first 

excavation [pit], 10 [centimetre] spits or sediment profile/stratigraphic excavation (whichever is smaller) 

may then be implemented” (DECCW 2010b, p. 26). The Code of Practice is also clear on how many test 

pits should be excavated and their placement. 

The test excavation will conform with Requirement 16 of the Code of Practice. This will include: 

• The hand excavation of 500-millimetre by 500-millimetre test pits in areas considered to have 

high or moderate archaeological sensitivity. These pits have been placed on an approximate  

20-metre grid across landforms with moderate archaeological potential confirmed during site 

survey. 

• All excavation will be conducted by hand, and the excavation of initial test pits will proceed in 50-
millimetres spits. Based on the results of the initial test pits, subsequent test pits will be 

excavated either in 100-millimetre spits or by stratigraphic unit, depending on which unit is 

smaller. 

• Recording of each test pit will be conducted during excavation using either printed pro forma or 

digital pro forma stored on an electronic tablet.  

• 100% of excavated potential artefact bearing deposit will be sieved using 5-millimetre screens. 
Austral has allowed for dry sieving as part of the excavation program. Dependant on the soils 

encountered and site conditions, material may need to be wet sieved. Water for the sieving 

station would be provided by a water tanker and pump.  

• A pit will be expanded by excavation of an additional 500-millimetre by 500-millimetre pit at  

5- or 10-metre interval in a cardinal direction of, or immediately adjacent to the original pit if a 

high density of artefacts and/or unique artefact(s) and/or cultural feature is identified. The 
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direction and distance of expansion will be guided by the location of artefact(s) and/or feature(s) 

identified in the original pit and based on discussion between archaeologists and Aboriginal 

stakeholders in the field. The total volume of expansion pits is not to exceed 2 metres2, and 

additional expansion pits are not to be excavated outward once the nature of the site has been 

clearly demonstrated.  

• In the event that modern disturbance or contamination is identified to a degree whereby it has 

likely displaced or wholly removed Aboriginal objects which may have been present, a discussion 

will be held with Aboriginal stakeholders on site to determine whether the test pit should be 

moved or abandoned. The overall sampling strategy may be adjusted to remove any such test pits 

as long as the testing program is able to demonstrate that it has confirmed the nature and extent 

of the archaeological deposit associated with the relevant PAD. 

• Artefacts will be collected from the sieves and bagged according to excavation pit provenance. 
Each test pit will be backfilled to the best of our ability with the sieved material excavated from 

the pits at the conclusion of the testing program. 

ARTEFACT COLLECTION AND STORAGE 

Collection and salvage of all artefacts will be undertaken according to the following methodology.  

• Each artefact identified during the subsurface testing will be relocated and temporarily stored at 

Austral’s Yallah office located at 601 Princes Highway, Yallah, NSW 2530. After the submission 

of the final subsurface testing report, the collected Aboriginal material will be taken to a location 

within or near to the study area previously agreed upon by the proponent and all registered 

Aboriginal stakeholders for reburial in accordance with requirements of the Code of Practice.  

• The landowner on whose property this area may be located is to be approached for consent to 
return the Aboriginal archaeological material to site. If the site where the artefacts are to be 

returned is situated upon Crown Land, then the appropriate authority managing the Local 

Government Area is to be approached and informed.  

• A representative of Austral, all RAPs and Blue Sox Investments Pty Ltd are to be invited to 

attend/participate in the return of artefacts to Country.  

• A GPS recording of the location is to be made and recorded as a new Aboriginal site. A site card 
will be completed, and the resulting site registered on Heritage NSW’s AHIMS database. 

Should it be necessary to move these artefacts at a later date, it is a requirement that a Care and Control 

agreement be completed as part of any AHIP application. This will require the identified Aboriginal 

stakeholders and Heritage NSW to be consulted over a suitable relocation site. This new site will also 

require GPS coordinates and all necessary details to be recorded with Heritage NSW’s AHIMS database. 

CONSULTATION 

As part of Stage 3 of the Consultation Requirements, Aboriginal stakeholders are to be provided with a 

28-day period to have the opportunity to review and provide feedback on the proposed methodology.  

As a registered stakeholder, we ask that you review the above methodology and provide feedback 

regarding: 

• Any known Aboriginal objects or areas of cultural significance that are present within the study 

area. 

• Any information regarding nearby places of cultural significance. This includes places of social, 
spiritual and cultural value.  
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• Any culturally relevant information that may affect the archaeological interpretation of the site. 

• Any protocols that you wish to be implemented or changed regarding the excavation strategy. 

• Any protocols that you wish to be implemented or changed regarding the collection and reburial 

or conservation of any identified cultural heritage. 

• Any management recommendations, such as ways to avoid or mitigate harm to the Aboriginal 
cultural heritage on site.   

The information provided will be used to understand the context and values of Aboriginal objects and / or 

places located within the study area. The information will be used as the basis of assessment for heritage 

values and to better inform the archaeological assessment of significance. 

CULTURALLY SENSITIVE INFORMATION 

Austral would like to take this opportunity to invite RAPs to provide culturally appropriate information. 

All cultural information that is provided as part of the consultation process will be recorded in the 

consultation log and will be discussed in the ACHA. RAPs must advise Austral if the information they are 

providing is to be considered confidential.  

When providing this information, RAPs must detail the nature of the sensitivity and how this knowledge 

is to be restricted. Based on this information, Austral will formulate a methodology to record this 

information that is consistent with the values communicated. Where culturally sensitive information has 

been disclosed, the ACHA will identify this on the front cover. Alternatively, the ACHA may be finalised 

in a restricted and unrestricted format for private and public dissemination. All documentation and 

recordings will be stored securely. 

CARE AND CONTROL OF ABORIGINAL OBJECTS 

As stated previously, all cultural material will be temporarily stored at Austral’s Yallah office. Once this 

has been analysed, all cultural material will be subject to one of the following processes: 

• The Care and Control of Aboriginal objects will be negotiated with RAPs as part of the 

consultation process included in the ACHA. This will be enacted into a Care and Control 

Agreement. 

• Aboriginal objects may also be returned to Country and reburied as soon as practicable in 
accordance with requirements 16b and 26 of Code of Practice. 

Austral requests that RAPs provide any preferences they have for the care and control of Aboriginal 

objects as part of the review of this document. 

REPORTING 

Austral will complete an ACHA that includes the results of the Aboriginal community consultation 

undertaken. The ACHA will consist of: 

• Introduction 

• Planning Framework 

• Aboriginal Background 

• Site Analysis 

• Maps and Site Plans etc. 
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• Aboriginal Stakeholder Consultation including all submissions received from RAPs and 

responses to the issues raised. 

• Assessment of Archaeological Potential 

• Archaeological Testing Analysis and Results 

• Impact Assessment 

• Conclusions and Management Recommendations 

Please take the time to read this letter and feel free to contact me on the number provided below should 

you wish to raise any concerns or if you require additional information.  

Should you have any cultural concerns, perspectives or assessment requirements, please do not hesitate 

to contact me for further information at the contact details provided below. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Zoe Bosevski 

Archaeologist 

Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd 

ABN: 55 629 860 975 

M: 0421 454 355 

E: zoeb@australarch.com.au 
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24039 - 2-4 Argyle Street, Berrima NSW - ACHA

Source: NSW LPI Aerial Drawn by: FOT   Date: 2024-06-20

Study Area

Legend

0 25 50 75 m

GDA 1994 MGA Zone 56

Scale: 1:1500



52-2-1301

52-2-1302

52-2-1303

52-2-1304 52-2-1306

52-2-1307

52-2-1309

52-2-1216

52-1-0389

254400

254400

254800

254800

255200

255200

255600

255600

256000

256000

256400

256400

61
80
00
0 6180000

61
80
40
0 6180400

61
80
80
0 6180800

61
81
20
0 6181200

Figure 2 - AHIMS sites in close proximity to the study area 
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Figure 3 - Archaeological potential identified within the study area 
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Figure 4 - Proposed test pit locations within areas of archaeological potential 
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Reference: 24039 

7 August 2024 

 

To whom it may concern, 

RE: STAGE 2 – PROJECT INFORMATION FOR ABORIGINAL 
CULTURAL HERITAGE ASSESSMENT OF BERRIMA GAOL 
ADAPTIVE REUSE DEVELOPMENT, 2-4 ARGYLE STREET, 

BERRIMA, NEW SOUTH WALES 

You are receiving this letter as a registered Aboriginal party (RAP) for the Berrima Gaol Adaptive Reuse 

Development project.  

The following information is being provided to comply with Stage 2 of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Consultation Requirements for Proponents 2010 (DECCW 2010a) [the Consultation Requirements]. This 

letter relates explicitly to sections 4.2.1 to 4.2.4 of the Consultation Requirements. 

PROJECT DETAILS 

Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd (Austral) is undertaking an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment (ACHA) 

on behalf of Blue Sox Investments Pty Ltd (the proponent) at 2-4 Argyle Street, Berrima, New South 

Wales (NSW) [the study area], within the Wingecarribee Shire Local Government Area. The development 

will include a new boutique hotel, multi-level carpark, function centre, café, and other tourism related 

facilities and amenities on the site of the Berrima Gaol. 

This ACHA is being conducted to fulfill Requirement 19 of an SSD-SSI Planning Secretary’s Environmental 

Assessment Requirements (SEARs) for the Berrima Hotel and Tourist Facility  

(SSD-66876472). 

Based upon these requirements, Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd (Austral) has been engaged by Blue Sox 

Investments Pty Ltd to conduct an ACHA; this process may result in an application for an Aboriginal 

Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) being made.  

This letter presents the proposed project information and initiates arrangements for the dissemination of 

further details to RAPs during the assessment process. 

The location of the study area is outlined in Figure 1 and Figure 2, with proposed works shown on  

Figure 3. 

IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

The following impact assessment process will be completed in accordance with the following guidelines: 

• Consultation Requirements. 

• Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigations of Aboriginal Objects in NSW (DECCW 2010b) [the 
Code of Practice]; and, 

• Guide to Investigating, Assessing and Reporting on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage in NSW (Office 

of Environment and Heritage 2011). 
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BACKGROUND RESEARCH 

In addition to contacting the relevant Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal stakeholders, background research 

will include searches of public statutory and non-statutory heritage databases and research into relevant 

archives as an essential aid to determining the significance of the study area to local Aboriginal people. 

The following database and register searches will be undertaken:  

• A search of the Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS) database. This 

database lists known sites of archaeological and cultural significance to Aboriginal people. This 

will confirm the nature of any Aboriginal cultural values which may be present within the study 

area. This search will also highlight sites and places of significance in the immediate vicinity. This 

search may also provide previously produced reports or studies of relevance to this study.  

• A search for items or places of Aboriginal significance on non-statutory heritage databases. These 
include the Register of the National Estate and the National Trust.  

• A search of the Local Environmental Plan for Aboriginal heritage places or issues.  

• A search for items or places of Aboriginal significance on statutory heritage databases. These 
include the National Heritage List and the State Heritage Register. 

In addition to these database searches, research into the ethnographic, environmental, archaeological 

and Aboriginal historical context will also be undertaken. The results of this research will assist in 

determining the potential for Aboriginal archaeological and cultural material and places to be located 

within the study area. 

The background research will need to be collated and précised into a succinct yet thorough literature 

review. This written work will form a vital part of subsequent methodological development and 

production of the final cultural heritage assessment report. 

CONSULTATION WITH ABORIGINAL STAKEHOLDERS 

The Aboriginal people of Australia are part of the oldest and continuous-living cultures in human history. 

Aboriginal people’s cultural heritage is recognised and valued as a unique and essential component of the 

identity of all Australian people.  

Aboriginal cultural heritage provides the essential links between the past and the present – it is a crucial 

part of Aboriginal people’s cultural identity, connection and sense of belonging to Country.  

The objective of community consultation is to ensure Aboriginal people have the opportunity to improve 

assessment outcomes by: 

• Providing relevant information about the cultural significance and values of the Aboriginal 

objects and/or place. 

• Influencing the design of the methodology to assess the cultural and scientific significance of 
Aboriginal objects and places.  

• Actively contributing to the development of cultural heritage management options and 

recommendations for any Aboriginal objects and/or places within the proposed project area; and, 

• Providing feedback and commenting on draft assessment reports before the proponent submits 
them to Heritage NSW.  

This information pack forms part of the ongoing consultation with Aboriginal stakeholders, being  

Stage 2 of the Consultation Requirements, which requires consultants to present information about the 
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proposed project to stakeholders. This will also be accompanied by a Stage 3 methodology document, 

which will thoroughly detail the proposed testing methodology.  

Based on this project's size and complexity, information about the project will be disseminated in writing 

only. 

INVESTIGATION OF ABORIGINAL OBJECTS AND / OR PLACES 

The field survey was conducted on 11 July 2024 by Lindsay Costigan (Senior Archaeologist) and Zoe 

Bosevski (Archaeologist), and Aboriginal Representative Duncan Falk of Duncan Falk Consultancy. The 

archaeological survey of the study area was undertaken in accordance with requirements 5 to 10 of the 

Code of Practice to identify any previously unknown Aboriginal objects, sites, or places. 

An archaeological testing program will need to be completed in accordance with requirements 14 to 17 

of the Code of Practice; this program will aim to collect information about the nature and extent of sub-

surface Aboriginal objects. The testing program will contribute to an understanding of site characteristics 

and local and regional prehistory that can be used to inform mitigation measures for the project. 

Further information on the methodology to be used for the archaeological survey and test excavation 

program will be presented as part of the Stage 3 documentation. 

REPORTING 

Austral will produce an ACHA that will include but not be limited to: 

• Introduction 

• Planning Framework 

• Aboriginal Background 

• Site Analysis 

• Maps and Site Plans etc. 

• Aboriginal Stakeholder Consultation 

• Assessment of Archaeological Potential 

• Archaeological Testing Analysis and Results 

• Impact Assessment 

• Conclusions and Management Recommendations 

As part of Stage 4 of the Consultation Requirements, Aboriginal stakeholders will be provided with the 

draft ACHA for review and comment. Any comments and responses received by Austral, or the 

proponent, will be documented in the final ACHA. Austral will respond to all comments received and will 

outline how these have been considered and/or implemented as part of the final ACHA (DECCW 2010a, 

p. 6). 

PROJECT SCHEDULE 

To meet these objectives Heritage NSW has developed four stages of consultation which must be met for 

each cultural heritage assessment. There are several mandatory timeframes associated with the 

Consultation Requirements; these are summarised in Table 1 and Table 2. 
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Table 1  Statutory timeframes for consultation 

Stage Timeframe 

Stage 1: Notification of project proposal and registration of interest 14 days 

Stage 2: Presentation of information about the proposed project - 

Stage 3: Gathering information about cultural significance.  28 days 

Stage 4: Review of the draft cultural heritage assessment report.  28 days 

Table 2  Project Milestones, estimated completion dates and status 

Stage 
Statutory 

Timeframe 
(days) 

Completion dates Status 

Background research - TBD In progress 

Aboriginal consultation 

Stage 1 - Notification of project proposal 
and registration of interest 

14 
17 July 2024 Completed 

Archaeological Survey - 11 July 2024 Completed 

Stage 2 - Presentation of information about 
the proposed project 

28 
29 July 2024 In progress 

Stage 3 - Gathering information about 
cultural significance 

28 
29 July 2024 In progress 

Archaeological testing - - To be completed 

ACHA draft report - - To be completed 

Stage 4 - Review of ACHA by stakeholders 28 - To be completed 

ACHA finalisation - - To be completed 

Approval of AHIP 60 - To be completed 

ROLES, FUNCTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Section 5 of the Consultation Requirements outlines the roles and responsibilities of the parties that are 

typically involved in the consultation process. The roles, functions and responsibilities for this project are 

summarised in Table 3. 

Table 3  Roles, responsibilities and functions of parties involved in the project 

Party Roles, Responsibilities and Functions 

RAPs To provide cultural information and feedback on draft methodologies and the ACHA. To 

participate in meetings and workshops, and fieldwork, when invited.   

Austral, on behalf of 

the proponent 

Will consult with RAPs by supplying suitable project information and providing the 

opportunity for RAPs to provide input into the heritage management process. 

As per the Consultation Requirements, Section 3.4 on page 9 states that “[c]onsultation should not be 

confused with employment”. In line with this, while Austral will ensure that consultation with all RAPs is 
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undertaken in accordance with the Consultation Guidelines, the proponent is not obliged employ all 

registered stakeholders for the fieldwork component of this project.  

Table 4 outlines the feedback and input process offered to Aboriginal people for each stage of the 

consultation process. 

Table 4  Feedback and input process for stages of the consultation process to be completed 

Stage Expected Feedback 

2 
Feedback on the project proposal including nature, scope and methodology. Raise any concerns about 

cultural perspectives or assessment requirements. 

3 

Contribute to culturally appropriate information-gathering and the research methodology. Provide 

information that will enable the cultural significance of Aboriginal objects and/or places within the 
proposed project area. Have input into the development of any cultural heritage management 

options. 

4 Provide feedback on any aspect of the draft ACHA report. 

Should you have any questions or queries regarding the design or methods of construction relating to 

these works, contact information for the proponent is listed below: 

Jonathan Thompson 

Blue Sox Investments 

27 Australia St 

Camperdown NSW 2050 

Email: jthompson@bluesox.com.au 

Should you have any cultural concerns, perspectives or assessment requirements, please do not hesitate 

to contact me for further information at the contact details provided below. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Zoe Bosevski 

Archaeologist 

Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd 

ABN: 55 629 860 975 

M: 0421 454 355 

E: zoeb@australarch.com.au 
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Figure 1.1 - Location of the study area
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Figure 1.2 - Detailed aerial imagery of the study area
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Figure 1.3 - Proposed development of the study area
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Reference: 24039 

7 August 2024 

 

To whom it may concern, 

RE: STAGE 3 – PROJECT METHODOLOGY FOR ABORIGINAL 
CULTURAL HERITAGE ASSESSMENT OF BERRIMA GAOL 
ADAPTIVE REUSE DEVELOPMENT, 2-4 ARGYLE STREET, 

BERRIMA, NEW SOUTH WALES 

You are receiving this letter as a registered Aboriginal party (RAP) for the Berrima Gaol Adaptive Reuse 

Development project.  

The following information is being provided to comply with Stage 3 of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Consultation Requirements for Proponents 2010 (DECCW 2010a) [the Consultation Requirements]. This 

letter relates explicitly to sections 4.3.1 to 4.3.7 of the Consultation Requirements. 

The purpose of this letter is to present the proposed methodology to the RAPs for the preparation of an 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment (ACHA) for the project. You are also requested to supply any 

cultural information you wish to provide that can assist in the identification of Aboriginal objects or places 

as part of the assessment process. In accordance with Section 4.3.2 of the Consultation Requirements, 

RAPs are provided with the opportunity to review and provide feedback on the proposed methodology 

outlined in this letter. Please supply this feedback to: 

Jonathan Thompson 

Blue Sox Investments 

27 Australia St 1 

Camperdown NSW 2050 

Email: jthompson@bluesox.com.au 

Please provide your feedback, including additional protocols that you wish to be adopted into the 

information gathering process and assessment methodology by 5pm on 4 September 2024. 

PROPOSED WORKS 

The proposed works for this project include a new boutique hotel, multi-level carpark, function centre, 

café, and other tourism related facilities and amenities on the site of the Berrima Gaol. The location of 

proposed works is shown on Figure 1. 

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 

Austral has undertaken a review of documentary sources to understand the Aboriginal heritage values 

that are likely to occur within the study area. 

BACKGROUND 

An extensive search of Heritage NSW’s Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS) 

database was conducted on 20 June 2024 (Client service ID: 902654). The search identified  
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57 Aboriginal archaeological sites within a 5-kilometre search area, centred on the proposed study area 

(Table 1).  

Table 1  AHIMS sites identified within 5 kilometres of the study area 

Site Type Occurrence Frequency (%) 

Artefact 42 73.68% 

Potential Archaeological Deposit (PAD) 6 10.53% 

Grinding Groove 4 7.02% 

Modified Tree 3 5.26% 

Artefact, Grinding Groove 1 1.75% 

Artefact, Potential Archaeological Deposit (PAD) 1 1.75% 

TOTAL 57 100% 

The AHIMS search has identified that there are sites located within proximity to the study area; these are 

identified in Table 2. The location of AHIMS sites in proximity to the study area are outlined in  

Figure 2. 

Table 2  AHIMS sites identified within of in close proximity to the study area 

Site Name (AHIMS No.) Site Features Site Type Distance from study area 

B 1; (AHIMS No. 52-2-1216) Artefact Open Site 165 metres 

Wingecarribee Iso Glass; (AHIMS No. 52-

1-0389) 

Artefact 
Open Site 

178 metres 

WR PAD; (AHIMS No. 52-2-1309) Artefact Shelter with Deposit 224 metres 

WR 3; (AHIMS No. 52-2-1301) Artefact Open Site 498 metres 

WR 9; (AHIMS No. 52-2-1307) Artefact Open Site 495 metres 

WR 4; (AHIMS No. 52-2-1302) Artefact Shelter with Deposit 697 metres 

WR 8; (AHIMS No. 52-2-1306) Modified Tree Open Site 775 metres 

WR 5; (AHIMS No. 52-2-1303) Artefact Shelter with Deposit 943 metres 

PREDICTIVE STATEMENTS 

Based upon the AHIMS search results and a preliminary review of ethnographic, soils, geology, landform, 

disturbance and resource information pertinent to the study area, Austral has prepared a series of site 

prediction statements that have been used to inform the project methodology, these are outlined in Table 

3. 
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Table 3  Aboriginal site prediction statements 

Site Type Predictive Statement 

Aboriginal ceremony and dreaming 

sites 

Ceremony and dreaming sites can only be identified by Aboriginal people 
with the knowledge of such areas. None are currently recorded within the 
study area.  

Aboriginal places While there are no currently recorded Aboriginal places within the study 
area, the nature of this site type being in close proximity to water and gently 
undulating landforms, means Aboriginal places may occur in the area’s 
immediate vicinity. Based on prior studies located in surrounding areas 
close to the study area, there have been many recorded Aboriginal camp 
sites in the area, which may increase the potential of the study area to 
contain locations of Aboriginal places from the prior use of the land by 
Aboriginal people for their semi/and or permanent camps.   

Artefact sites Many artefact sites have been recorded in proximity to the study area, both 
being in prior camp sites and shelters of nearby locations. The study area is 

however largely disturbed, so much of the artefact sites that remained 
within the grounds may have already been lost/damaged/removed. 

However, the potential of Aboriginal artefact sites and contact archaeology 
potentially remain in high levels within the grounds given the initial 

buildings were erected in 1844. Accessibility of Archaeology may however 
reduce the likelihood of finding such Archaeological remains before the 

current proposed works.  

Axe grinding grooves Rock outcrops are common in the gorges throughout the region. Grinding 
groove sites have been identified in proximity to the study area. They may 
be present if suitable sandstone outcrops or boulders are present. Several 
grinding grooves have been recorded in proximity to the study area.  

Burials There are no recorded burials within or near the study area, therefore there 
is a low chance of this site type being located during works. However, given 
that executions were carried out very early on within this site, there may be 
remnants of these executions still located within the grounds of the site. 
However, this has not been recorded.  

Modified trees Scarred trees have been recorded within proximity to the study area, 
although during the survey, no remaining trees within the study area were 

identified as being modified trees.  

Potential archaeological deposits 

(PADs) 
The study area is in the immediate vicinity of Wingecarribee River. The area 

within the study area that is adjacent to the river is an elevated terrace. Due 
to terraces being understood as high potential landforms, it was determined 

to have moderate potential and archaeological testing is suggested in this 
area.  

Furthermore, close proximity to water also increases the given 
archaeological potential of a site or study area. Therefore, potential PADs 
are likely to be present within the study area. Many PADs have been 
recorded in proximity to the study area.  

Rock Shelters with art and/or 
deposit 

Rock outcrops are common in the gorges throughout the region. Rock 
shelters may be present if suitable sandstone outcrops or boulders are 
present. However highly unlikely in the study area given it is inland within 
the flat, cleared land of the Berrima township.  

Shell middens Shell middens may be present due to the proximity of the Wingecarribee 
River which is a tributary of the larger Nepean and Hawkesbury rivers of 
the region. No shell middens are currently recorded within the study area.  
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Site Type Predictive Statement 

Stone quarries Rock outcrops are common in the escarpment bordering the Wingecarribee 
shire. The historic Mount Gibraltar Quarries are located within 10 km of the 
study area. However, no stone quarry is in or within close proximity to the 
Berrima Gaol site.  

ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK 

The following section outlined the assessment methodology to be employed in the preparation of the 

ACHA. 

SURVEY METHODOLOGY 

An archaeological survey was conducted on 10 July 2024 by Lindsay Costigan (Senior Archaeologist), Zoe 

Bosevski (Archaeologist), and one RAP, Duncan Falk of Duncan Falk Consultancy, in attendance.  

The survey conformed with requirements 5 to 10 of the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of 
Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales (DECCW 2010b) [the Code of Practice]. The method employed 

during the survey was aimed at recording all (or a representative sample of all) evidence of Aboriginal land 

use that was visible on the surface. An assessment of the likelihood of material traces of Aboriginal land 

use being present under the ground surface (potential archaeological deposits) was also completed. The 

survey was completed in accordance with a sampling strategy that ensured all landforms that may be 

impacted by the project were inspected. 

Recording during the survey consisted of both photographic and written recording techniques. 

Representative photographs of survey units and landforms were taken, and all photographs included a 

graded metric scale. Where Aboriginal objects were identified during the survey, their diagnostic 

attributes were recorded, and each object was photographed (as per requirements 6 and 7 of the Code of 

Practice). No Aboriginal objects were recorded during the survey.  

Survey units were inspected using pedestrian transects following the methodology set out in Burke and 

Smith (2004, pp. 74–80). The survey documented the conditions present to assess the effectiveness of 

the survey. The following aspects of the survey were recorded: 

• Visibility and exposure for each survey unit. 

• Landform and general soil location for each survey unit. 

• Land surface and vegetation conditions encountered during the survey. 

• Survey coverage in accordance with Requirement 9 of the Code of Practice. 

• Where Aboriginal objects are / were identified, the spatial extent of direct evidence and the 

physical boundaries of each site were / will be determined. 

• The extent of disturbances and an assessment of the integrity of known or likely Aboriginal sites. 

All survey data was collected using Global Positioning System (GPS) enabled devices and the Map Grid of 

Australia (94) coordinate system. 

SURVEY RESULTS 

The pedestrian survey identified three landforms are present within the study area, these consist of a flat 

which Berrima Gaol is built upon, adjacent terrace, and southern slope. The flat and its immediate 

surrounds are considered low potential and are not recommended for archaeological testing. The small 

terrace located on the western border of the site and the southern garden area slope, however, are 

recommended for testing due to their undisturbed nature and proximity to the Wingecarribee River. 
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Areas of archaeological potential are shown on Figure 3. 

The site inspection acted to ground-truth the results of a desktop analysis of landforms and disturbance 

present within the study area and serve as the basis for the differentiation of areas of archaeological 

potential marked by the low, moderate and high archaeological potential. Areas of PAD identified during 

the site survey will therefore be the focus for testing in accordance with the Code of Practice for either 

parts of the PAD that have no visibility or to determine the extent of identified sites. 

TEST EXCAVATION SAMPLING STRATEGY 

The objectives of the test excavations are to characterise the nature, extent and archaeological 

significance of Aboriginal objects which may associated with areas of PAD present within the study area.  

In accordance with Requirement 15b and based on the methodology outlined in the preceding section for 

the differentiation of PADs, Austral has developed a sampling strategy that will be utilised for the 

investigation of those areas identified to have archaeological potential within the study area.  

FRAMEWORK FOR SAMPLING 

The test excavations will consist of the excavation of 8 test pits, which will be placed in areas identified as 

moderate potential in order to sample all parts of identified PADs which are at risk of harm from proposed 

works. An area of moderate potential in the north-west of the site has tested positive for asbestos and 

benzopyrene contamination, and thus will not include any testing in this area. A copy of the environmental 

scientist’s contamination report is available upon request. As required, the test excavation program may 

also provide additional information relating to the nature, extent and distribution of sub-surface 

Aboriginal objects within the study area. The location of the proposed test pits is shown on Figure 4. 

Our test excavation methodology is based on the Code of Practice which states that all “test excavations 

must be excavated using hand tools only” and “the first excavation [pit] must be excavated in 5 

[centimetre] spits at each area – either PAD or site – being investigated. Based on the evidence of the first 

excavation [pit], 10 [centimetre] spits or sediment profile/stratigraphic excavation (whichever is smaller) 

may then be implemented” (DECCW 2010b, p. 26). The Code of Practice is also clear on how many test 

pits should be excavated and their placement. 

The test excavation will conform with Requirement 16 of the Code of Practice. This will include: 

• The hand excavation of 500-millimetre by 500-millimetre test pits in areas considered to have 

high or moderate archaeological sensitivity. These pits have been placed on an approximate  

20-metre grid across landforms with moderate archaeological potential confirmed during site 

survey. 

• All excavation will be conducted by hand, and the excavation of initial test pits will proceed in 50-
millimetres spits. Based on the results of the initial test pits, subsequent test pits will be 

excavated either in 100-millimetre spits or by stratigraphic unit, depending on which unit is 

smaller. 

• Recording of each test pit will be conducted during excavation using either printed pro forma or 

digital pro forma stored on an electronic tablet.  

• 100% of excavated potential artefact bearing deposit will be sieved using 5-millimetre screens. 
Austral has allowed for dry sieving as part of the excavation program. Dependant on the soils 

encountered and site conditions, material may need to be wet sieved. Water for the sieving 

station would be provided by a water tanker and pump.  
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• A pit will be expanded by excavation of an additional 500-millimetre by 500-millimetre pit at  

5- or 10-metre interval in a cardinal direction of, or immediately adjacent to the original pit if a 

high density of artefacts and/or unique artefact(s) and/or cultural feature is identified. The 

direction and distance of expansion will be guided by the location of artefact(s) and/or feature(s) 

identified in the original pit and based on discussion between archaeologists and Aboriginal 

stakeholders in the field. The total volume of expansion pits is not to exceed 2 metres2, and 

additional expansion pits are not to be excavated outward once the nature of the site has been 

clearly demonstrated.  

• In the event that modern disturbance or contamination is identified to a degree whereby it has 
likely displaced or wholly removed Aboriginal objects which may have been present, a discussion 

will be held with Aboriginal stakeholders on site to determine whether the test pit should be 

moved or abandoned. The overall sampling strategy may be adjusted to remove any such test pits 

as long as the testing program is able to demonstrate that it has confirmed the nature and extent 

of the archaeological deposit associated with the relevant PAD. 

• Artefacts will be collected from the sieves and bagged according to excavation pit provenance. 

Each test pit will be backfilled to the best of our ability with the sieved material excavated from 

the pits at the conclusion of the testing program. 

ARTEFACT COLLECTION AND STORAGE 

Collection and salvage of all artefacts will be undertaken according to the following methodology.  

• Each artefact identified during the subsurface testing will be relocated and temporarily stored at 
Austral’s Yallah office located at 601 Princes Highway, Yallah, NSW 2530. After the submission 

of the final subsurface testing report, the collected Aboriginal material will be taken to a location 

within or near to the study area previously agreed upon by the proponent and all registered 

Aboriginal stakeholders for reburial in accordance with requirements of the Code of Practice.  

• The landowner on whose property this area may be located is to be approached for consent to 

return the Aboriginal archaeological material to site. If the site where the artefacts are to be 

returned is situated upon Crown Land, then the appropriate authority managing the Local 

Government Area is to be approached and informed.  

• A representative of Austral, all RAPs and Blue Sox Investments Pty Ltd are to be invited to 
attend/participate in the return of artefacts to Country.  

• A GPS recording of the location is to be made and recorded as a new Aboriginal site. A site card 

will be completed, and the resulting site registered on Heritage NSW’s AHIMS database. 

Should it be necessary to move these artefacts at a later date, it is a requirement that a Care and Control 

agreement be completed as part of any AHIP application. This will require the identified Aboriginal 

stakeholders and Heritage NSW to be consulted over a suitable relocation site. This new site will also 

require GPS coordinates and all necessary details to be recorded with Heritage NSW’s AHIMS database. 

CONSULTATION 

As part of Stage 3 of the Consultation Requirements, Aboriginal stakeholders are to be provided with a 

28-day period to have the opportunity to review and provide feedback on the proposed methodology.  

As a registered stakeholder, we ask that you review the above methodology and provide feedback 

regarding: 
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• Any known Aboriginal objects or areas of cultural significance that are present within the study 

area. 

• Any information regarding nearby places of cultural significance. This includes places of social, 
spiritual and cultural value.  

• Any culturally relevant information that may affect the archaeological interpretation of the site. 

• Any protocols that you wish to be implemented or changed regarding the excavation strategy. 

• Any protocols that you wish to be implemented or changed regarding the collection and reburial 

or conservation of any identified cultural heritage. 

• Any management recommendations, such as ways to avoid or mitigate harm to the Aboriginal 

cultural heritage on site.   

The information provided will be used to understand the context and values of Aboriginal objects and / or 

places located within the study area. The information will be used as the basis of assessment for heritage 

values and to better inform the archaeological assessment of significance. 

CULTURALLY SENSITIVE INFORMATION 

Austral would like to take this opportunity to invite RAPs to provide culturally appropriate information. 

All cultural information that is provided as part of the consultation process will be recorded in the 

consultation log and will be discussed in the ACHA. RAPs must advise Austral if the information they are 

providing is to be considered confidential.  

When providing this information, RAPs must detail the nature of the sensitivity and how this knowledge 

is to be restricted. Based on this information, Austral will formulate a methodology to record this 

information that is consistent with the values communicated. Where culturally sensitive information has 

been disclosed, the ACHA will identify this on the front cover. Alternatively, the ACHA may be finalised 

in a restricted and unrestricted format for private and public dissemination. All documentation and 

recordings will be stored securely. 

CARE AND CONTROL OF ABORIGINAL OBJECTS 

As stated previously, all cultural material will be temporarily stored at Austral’s Yallah office. Once this 

has been analysed, all cultural material will be subject to one of the following processes: 

• The Care and Control of Aboriginal objects will be negotiated with RAPs as part of the 

consultation process included in the ACHA. This will be enacted into a Care and Control 

Agreement. 

• Aboriginal objects may also be returned to Country and reburied as soon as practicable in 
accordance with requirements 16b and 26 of Code of Practice. 

Austral requests that RAPs provide any preferences they have for the care and control of Aboriginal 

objects as part of the review of this document.  
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REPORTING 

Austral will complete an ACHA that includes the results of the Aboriginal community consultation 

undertaken. The ACHA will consist of: 

• Introduction 

• Planning Framework 

• Aboriginal Background 

• Site Analysis 

• Maps and Site Plans etc. 

• Aboriginal Stakeholder Consultation including all submissions received from RAPs and 
responses to the issues raised. 

• Assessment of Archaeological Potential 

• Archaeological Testing Analysis and Results 

• Impact Assessment 

• Conclusions and Management Recommendations 

Please take the time to read this letter and feel free to contact me on the number provided below should 

you wish to raise any concerns or if you require additional information.  

Should you have any cultural concerns, perspectives or assessment requirements, please do not hesitate 

to contact me for further information at the contact details provided below. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Zoe Bosevski 

Archaeologist 

Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd 

ABN: 55 629 860 975 

M: 0421 454 355 

E: zoeb@australarch.com.au 
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Figure 1.3 - Proposed development of the study area
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Figure 2.1 - AHIMS sites in close proximity to the study area
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Figure 3.0 - Archaeological potential identified within the study area
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Figure 4.0 - Proposed test pit locations within areas of archaeological potential
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