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Thank you for your request dated 4 April 2014 inviting input into the Director General Requirements 

for the above project. We have reviewed the proposal and note that additional to the impacts 

identified in the Preliminary Environmental Assessment, Crown Lands suggest the following be 

addressed in the full Environmental Impact Statement: 

 
Access WaysAccess WaysAccess WaysAccess Ways    

The preliminary assessment highlights that preference will be given for undertaking construction of 

tracks and infrastructure on existing access ways.  These access ways will include significant areas of 

Crown Land, such as Crown roads and travelling stock reserves. These parcels of Crown Land often 

provide important vegetation connectivity and structural complexity in cleared landscapes – making 

them most vulnerable to further disturbance.   

 

Within the northern sections of the Project area, the possibility of utilising cleared land for access 

ways and infrastructure should be assessed against the implications of further disturbance to existing 

Crown Land parcels with high value for public use, conservation and wildlife corridors. 

 

Further detail relating to habitat fragmentation needs to be provided. 

 

Recreation/AmenityRecreation/AmenityRecreation/AmenityRecreation/Amenity    

The State Forest has historically provided the local community and tourists with the opportunity for 

enjoyment of public land and natural values within close proximity to the large rural urban centre of 

Narrabri. Such recreational use of public land will be lost or significantly altered across the project 

area, and alternatives should be explored fully in the EIS.   

 

The feasibility of works taking place on adjacent cleared lands with limited agricultural productivity 

has not been addressed. 
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Groundwater ImpactsGroundwater ImpactsGroundwater ImpactsGroundwater Impacts    

Calculations need to be provided on the amount of water to be extracted from aquifers.  Disposal 

procedures for these quantities of water will need to be fully outlined, including areas to be irrigated, 

sources of licensed discharge and full descriptions of treatment methodology. 

Geological implications of water/gas extractions, outline risk levels for collapse of seams/aquifers. 

 

Expansion on the issue of “changes to groundwater quality” is required.  

 

Surface Water ImpactsSurface Water ImpactsSurface Water ImpactsSurface Water Impacts    

Of the highly significant surface water impacts outlined, no mitigation or avoidance strategies were 

supplied in the preliminary assessment.   

 

The EIS must provide details of measures taken to avoid or mitigate all of the impacts listed. 

 

Should you wish to discuss this further please contact Anna Cronin on (02) 6764 5127. 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 
 

Rebecca JohnsonRebecca JohnsonRebecca JohnsonRebecca Johnson    

Coordinator Client Services 

Crown Lands 

NSW Trade and Investment 
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FE14/248        
C14/143 
14th April 2014 
Sophie Butcher 
Mining Projects 
NSW Department of Planning & Infrastructure 
GPO Box 39 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 
 
Dear Sophie 
 
RE: Narrabri Gas Project (SSD 6456) Director Genera l Requirements – NSW DPI 
Fisheries 
 
NSW DPI Aquaculture & Aquatic Environment Branch (AAE) is responsible for 
ensuring that fish stocks are conserved and that there is “no net loss” of key fish 
habitats upon which they depend. To achieve this, the Department ensures that 
developments comply with the requirements of the Fisheries Management Act 1994 
(namely the aquatic habitat protection and threatened species conservation 
provisions in Parts 7 and 7A of the Act respectively) and the Policy and Guidelines 
for Fish Habitat Conservation and Management (Update 2013). 
 
The EA should specifically address impacts on the aquatic ecology of waterways 
(e.g. Bohena, Bibblewindi, Cowallah, Yellow Spring & Jack Creeks) as proposed 
below; 
 
GENERAL AQUATIC ECOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT  
An aquatic ecological assessment should be made of the impacts of the development 
on Bohena, Bibblewindi, Cowallah, Yellow Spring & Jack Creeks & include the 
following information; 
• A recent aerial photograph (preferably colour) of the locality (or reproduction of 

such a photograph) should be provided. 
• Area which may be affected either directly or indirectly by the development or 

activity should be identified and shown on an appropriately scaled map (and 
aerial photographs). 

• Waterways within the area of development are to be identified. 
• Description and quantification of aquatic and riparian vegetation should be 

presented and mapped. This should include an assessment of the extent and  
condition of riparian vegetation and the extent and condition of freshwater aquatic 
vegetation and the presence of significant habitat features (e.g. gravel beds, 
snags, reed beds, etc) 

• Details of the location of all waterways crossings and construction designs, such 
as bridges, culverts, access tracks, or pipelines. 
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WATERWAY CROSSINGS 
The design and construction of bridges, culverts, access tracks or pipeline crossings 
across all waterways should be undertaken in accordance with the Department's 
Policy and Guidelines for Fish Friendly Waterway Crossings (2004) Why Do Fish 
Need to Cross the Road? The waterway crossings need to ensure that the works are 
undertaken with minimal impact on the aquatic environment within the immediate 
vicinity of the proposed works. Fisheries NSW need to be consulted with regards to 
any temporary measures that will result in blocking fish passage. This includes coffer 
dams, temporary access tracks or redirecting flows whilst works are conducted. 
 
RIPARIAN BUFFER ZONES 
Fisheries NSW policy advocates the use of terrestrial buffer zones as per the Policy 
and Guidelines for Fish Habitat Conservation and Management (Update 2013) 
available on the Department’s website at 
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/habitat/publications/policies,-guidelines-and-
manuals/fish-habitat-conservation  which states that “NSW DPI will generally require 
riparian buffer zones to be established and maintained for developments or activities 
in or adjacent to TYPE 1 or 2 habitats or CLASS 1-3 waterways.”  
 
Should you have any queries regarding this correspondence please contact me on 
(02) 6763 1255 or 0429 908 856. 

 
David Ward 
Regional Assessment Officer (Tamworth) 
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 Contact Christie Jackson 
 
Phone (02) 6701 9652   
 
Email christie.jackson@water.nsw.gov.au 
 
Our ref  ER22899 
 

 
Ms Sophie Butcher 
NSW Department of Planning & Infrastructure 
GPO Box 39 
SYDNEY  NSW  2001 

Dear Ms Butcher 
 
Request for Director General Requirements for Narrabri Gas Project (SSD 6456) [Our Ref: 
ER22899] 
 
The NSW Office of Water (Office of Water) has reviewed the supporting documentation 
accompanying the request for Director General’s Requirements and provides the following 
comments below, and further detail in Attachment A. 
 
It is recommended that the Environmental Impact Statement be required to include: 
 

• Assessment of any water licensing requirements (including those for ongoing water take 
post-closure). 

• Details of water proposed to be taken (including through inflow and seepage) from each 
water source as defined by the relevant water sharing plan. This should include a 
description of the expected spatial and temporal pattern of water take (eg year on year), as 
well as a detailed site water balance outlining predicted annual water production for the life 
of the project. 

• The identification of an adequate and secure water supply for the life of the project. 
Confirmation that water can be sourced from an appropriately authorised and reliable 
supply. This is to include an assessment of the current market depth where water 
entitlement is required to be purchased. 

• A detailed description of the produced water resulting from the project, including outlining 
the management, treatment and disposal methods to be implemented, and the final 
disposal pathway. 

• A detailed assessment against the NSW Aquifer Interference Policy (2012), using the NSW 
Office of Water assessment framework. 

• Assessment of impacts on surface and ground water sources (both quality and quantity), 
related infrastructure, watercourses, riparian land, and groundwater dependent 
ecosystems, and measures proposed to reduce and mitigate these impacts. 

• Proposed surface water and groundwater monitoring for the project. 

• Detailed surface water and groundwater modelling to assess impacts of the project, 
undertaken in accordance with standards outlined in relevant National and State 
Guidelines. The EIS should also describe plan for ongoing validation calibration and 
development of the model. 

• Consideration of relevant Federal and State policies and guidelines. 
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• Details of all relevant management plans to be developed for the project, including, but not 
limited to, water management plans, produced water management plan, monitoring plans, 
rehabilitation plans and erosion and sedimentation control plans. 

• A description of how the proponent plans to stage development of the project, including the 
development of any plans, models, infrastructure, and monitoring requirements. 

• A table outlining where each element of the Director General’s Requirements are 
addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement. 

Should you require further information please contact Christie Jackson, Water Regulation Officer 
on (02) 6701 9652. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mitchell Isaacs 
Manager Strategic Stakeholder Liaison 
14 April 2014 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

NSW Office of Water Comments on Director General Requirements   
NARRABRI GAS PROJECT (SSD 6456) 

 
Relevant Legislation 
The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) should take into account the objects and regulatory 
requirements of the Water Act 1912 and Water Management Act 2000 (WMA 2000), as applicable. 
Proposals and management plans should be consistent with the Objects (s.3) and Water 
Management Principles (s.5) of the WMA 2000. 
 
Water Sharing Plans 
The proposal is located within the area covered by the: 

• Water Sharing Plan for the Namoi Unregulated and Alluvial Water Sources. 
• Water Sharing Plan for the Upper and Lower Namoi Groundwater Sources. 
• Water Sharing Plan for the NSW Great Artesian Basin Groundwater Sources. 
• Water Sharing Plan for the NSW Murray-Darling Basin Fractured Rock Groundwater 

Sources. 
• Water Sharing Plan for the NSW Murray-Darling Basin Porous Rock Groundwater Sources. 

The EIS is required to: 

• Demonstrate how the proposal is consistent with the relevant rules of the Water Sharing 
Plan (WSP) including rules for access licences, distance restrictions for water supply works 
and rules for the management of local impacts in respect of surface water and groundwater 
sources, ecosystem protection, water quality and surface-groundwater connectivity. 

• Provide a description of any site water use (amount of water from each water source) and 
management including all sediment dams, clear water diversion structures with detail on 
the location, design specifications and storage capacities for all the existing and proposed 
water management structures. 

• Provide an analysis of the proposed water supply arrangements against the rules for 
access licences and other applicable requirements of any relevant WSP. 

• Provide a detailed and consolidated site water balance. 

 
Relevant Policies and Guidelines 
The EIS should take into account the following policies (as applicable): 

• NSW Aquifer Interference Policy (2012); 
• Guidelines for Controlled Activities on Waterfront Land (2012); 
• NSW State Rivers and Estuary Policy (1993); 
• NSW State Groundwater Policy Framework Document (1997); 
• NSW State Groundwater Quality Protection Policy (1998); 
• NSW State Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems Policy (2002); and 
• Department of Primary Industries Risk Assessment Guidelines for Groundwater Dependent 

Ecosystems (2012). 
• NSW Water Extraction Monitoring Policy (2007) 
• Australian Groundwater Modelling Guidelines (2012) 
• NSW Code of Conduct for Coal Seam Gas Well Integrity (DTIRIS 2012) 
• Guidelines for Groundwater Monitoring and Modelling Plan (NOW, 2014) 

 
http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/Water-management/Law-and-policy/Key-policies/default.aspx 
http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/Water-licensing/Approvals/Controlled-activities/default.aspx 
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The EIS needs to demonstrate the proposal is consistent with the spirit and principles of these 
policy documents. 

 
Licensing Considerations 
 
The EIS is required to provide: 

• Identification of water requirements for the life of the project in terms of both volume and 
timing (including predictions of potential ongoing groundwater take following the cessation 
of operations at the site - if relevant). 

• Details of the water supply source(s) for the proposal including any proposed surface water 
and groundwater extraction from each water source as defined in the relevant Water 
Sharing Plan/s and all water supply works to take water.  

• Explanation of how the required water entitlements will be obtained (i.e. through a new or 
existing licence/s, trading on the water market, controlled allocations etc.). 

• Information on the purpose, location, construction and expected annual extraction volumes 
including details on all existing and proposed water supply works which take surface water, 
(pumps, dams, diversions, etc) and  

• Details on all bores and excavations for the purpose of investigation, extraction, 
dewatering, testing and monitoring. All predicted groundwater take must be accounted for 
through adequate licensing or relevant exemptions.  

• Details on existing dams/storages (including the date of construction, location, purpose, 
size and capacity) and any proposal to change the purpose of existing dams/storages 

• Details on the location, purpose, size and capacity of any new proposed dams/storages.  

Water allocation account management rules, total daily extraction limits and rules governing 
environmental protection and access licence dealings also need to be considered. 
 
The EIS should also include details regarding the treatment/storage/disposal of extracted water, 
including potential impacts on the environment, surface and/or groundwater quality and other water 
users as appropriate. 
 
The Harvestable Right gives landholders the right to capture and use for any purpose 10% of the 
average annual runoff from their property. The Harvestable Right has been defined in terms of an 
equivalent dam capacity called the Maximum Harvestable Right Dam Capacity (MHRDC). The 
MHRDC is determined by the area of the property (in hectares) and a site-specific run-off factor. 
The MHRDC includes the capacity of all existing dams on the property that do not have a current 
water licence. Storages capturing up to the harvestable right capacity are not required to be 
licensed but any capacity of the total of all storages/dams on the property greater than the MHRDC 
may require a licence. 
 
For more information on Harvestable Right dams visit: 
http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/Water-licensing/Basic-water-rights/Harvesting-runoff/Harvesting-
runoff 
 
Groundwater Assessment 
To ensure the sustainable and integrated management of groundwater sources, the EIS needs to 
include adequate details to assess the impact of the project on all groundwater sources including: 

• Works likely to intercept, connect with or infiltrate the groundwater sources. 

• Any proposed groundwater extraction, including purpose, location and construction details 
of all proposed bores and expected annual extraction volumes. 
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• A description of the flow gradients and physical and chemical characteristics of the 
groundwater source (including connectivity with other groundwater and surface water 
sources). 

• Sufficient baseline monitoring for groundwater quantity and quality for all aquifers and 

GDEs to establish a baseline incorporating typical temporal and spatial variations. 

• The predicted impacts of any final landform on the groundwater regime. 

• The existing groundwater users within the area (including the environment), any potential 
impacts on these users and safeguard measures to mitigate impacts. 

• An assessment of the quality of the groundwater for the local groundwater catchment. 

• An assessment of the potential for groundwater contamination (considering both the 
impacts of the proposal on groundwater contamination and the impacts of contamination on 
the proposal). 

• Measures proposed to protect groundwater quality, both in the short and long term, so that 
remediation is not required. 

• Protective measures for any groundwater dependent ecosystems (GDEs). 

• Proposed methods of the disposal of waste water and approval from the relevant authority. 

• The results of any models or predictive tools used. 

Where potential impact/s are identified the assessment will need to identify limits to the level of 
impact and contingency measures that would remediate, reduce or manage potential impacts to 
the existing groundwater resource and any dependent groundwater environment or water users, 
including information on: 

• Any proposed monitoring programs, including water levels and quality data. 

• Reporting procedures for any monitoring program including mechanism for transfer of 
information. 

• An assessment of any groundwater source/aquifer that may be sterilised from future use as 
a water supply as a consequence of the proposal. 

• Identification of any nominal thresholds as to the level of impact beyond which remedial 
measures or contingency plans would be initiated (this may entail water level triggers or a 
beneficial use category). 

• Description of the remedial measures or contingency plans proposed. 

• Any funding assurances covering the anticipated post development maintenance cost, for 
example on-going groundwater monitoring for the nominated period. 

 
Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems 
 
It is suggested the EIS considers the potential impacts on any Groundwater Dependent 
Ecosystems (GDEs) at the site and in the vicinity of the site and: 

• Identify any potential impacts on GDEs as a result of the proposal including:  

o the effect of the proposal on the recharge to groundwater systems; 
o the potential to adversely affect the water quality of the underlying groundwater system 

and adjoining groundwater systems in hydraulic connections; and 
o the effect on the function of GDEs (habitat, groundwater levels, connectivity). 

• Provide safeguard measures for any GDEs. 
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Watercourse and Riparian Land 
 
The EIS should consider the Guidelines for Controlled Activities on Waterfront Land (2012). 
 
The EIS should address the potential impacts of the project on all watercourses likely to be 
affected by the project, existing riparian vegetation and the rehabilitation of riparian land. It is 
recommended the EIS provides details on all watercourses potentially affected by the proposal, 
including: 

• Scaled plans showing the location of: 
o watercourses and top of bank; 
o riparian corridor widths to be established along the creeks;  
o existing riparian vegetation surrounding the watercourses (identify any areas to be 

protected and any riparian vegetation proposed to be removed); 
o the site boundary, the footprint of the proposal in relation to the watercourses and 

riparian areas; and 
o proposed location of any asset protection zones. 

• Photographs of the watercourses.  

• A detailed description of all potential impacts on the watercourses/riparian land. 

• A description of the design features and measures to be incorporated to mitigate potential 
impacts. 

• Geomorphic and hydrological assessment of water courses including details of stream 
order (Strahler System), river style and energy regimes both in channel and on adjacent 
floodplains. 

 
Drill Pad, Well and Access Road Construction 
 

• While approvals under the Water Management Act 2000 are not required due to the 
exemptions in the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979, any construction 
activity within 40m of any watercourse crossings, should be designed by a suitably qualified 
person, consistent with the NSW Guidelines for Controlled Activities (July 2012). 

 
• Construction of all wells must be undertaken by a driller holding a water drillers’ licence 

valid in New South Wales. 
 

• The length of time that a core hole is maintained as an open hole should be minimised.  
 

• Construction, suspension and abandonment should be carried out in accordance with the 
NSW Code of Practice for Coal Seam Gas Well Integrity (DTIRIS 2012). 

 
End Attachment A 

 



































































Sophie Butcher - FW: DGRs Input Request - Narrabri Gas Project (SSD 6456) 

  
Hello Sophie, 

  

I have been asked to respond on behalf of Forestry Corporation of NSW (FCNSW) with respect to providing 

input into the DGR’s which are to apply in respect to the above Preliminary Environmental Assessment (PEA) 

dated March 2014 as submitted by Santos NSW (Eastern) Pty Ltd (Santos). 

  

A significant amount of Coal Seam Gas (CSG) exploration activity is already being conducted by Santos in the 

Pilliga East and Bibblewindi State forests under an existing agreement assigned by its predecessor (Eastern 

Star Gas).  Given the extent to which that activity might be expanded and matured to a gas production level, 

FCNSW have undertaken detailed negotiation over many months with Santos to ensure adequate resources 

are available to review and process the many and varied activities on the forest land. 

  

Nonetheless, FCNSW wishes to comment in relation to some specific provisions of the new PEA that we 

consider important to be incorporated within the DGR’s response from your office.  These are:    

  

1.      Decommissioning and Rehabilitation (Section 2.5) 

FCNSW continues to work with the NSW Office of Coal Seam Gas in the formulation of rehabilitation 

planning and revegetation standards specific to the Narrabri Gas Project.   As part of Santos’ 

proposed rehabilitation strategy, FCNSW would expect the opportunity to: 

  

a.      Advise on site preparation techniques and the management of resultant regeneration to 

encourage vegetation communities compatible with FCNSW land use objectives for the area; 

and 

b.      Assess each rehabilitation project area against the agreed quantifiable measures prior to 

transfer back to FCNSW. 

  

2.      Occupation Permit (Section 4.3.3) 

FCNSW is drafting a new Forest Permit in response to the expanding range of operations associated 

with the Narrabri Gas Project.  This new permit will supersede the existing agreement held between 

FCNSW and Santos. 

  

3.      Bush fire planning (Section 5.14) 

As part of the drafting of the new Forest Permit, Santos are required to submit a revised operations 

bush fire management plan.  The new plan will focus on: 

  

a.      bush fire danger ratings and equivalent restrictions to operations which present a risk to fire 

ignition and spread; and 

b.      forest evacuation planning. 

  

Would you please keep me advised of the response which is ultimately provided to Santos in respect to this 

From:    Geoff Coggins <Geoff.Coggins@fcnsw.com.au>
To:    "Sophie.Butcher@planning.nsw.gov.au" <Sophie.Butcher@planning.nsw.gov.au>
Date:    15/04/2014 9:25 AM
Subject:   FW: DGRs Input Request - Narrabri Gas Project (SSD 6456)
CC:

   

"jessie.gilbert@planning.nsw.gov.au" <jessie.gilbert@planning.nsw.gov.au>, Jarod 
Dashwood <Jarod.Dashwood@fcnsw.com.au>, Adam Kirby 
<Adam.Kirby@fcnsw.com.au>, Conan Rossler <Conan.Rossler@fcnsw.com.au>, 
Warwick Bratby <Warwick.Bratby@fcnsw.com.au>, Andrew O'Brien 
<Andrew.O'Brien@fcnsw.com.au>
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PEA. You might also contact me direct if there are any further applications from Santos that require FCNSW 

consideration. 

  

  

Regards, 
Geoff Coggins I Assets & Estates Manager 
Forestry Corporation of NSW  
Cumberland State Forest | 121-131 Oratava Avenue, West Pennant Hills NSW 2125  
PO Box 100 Beecroft NSW 2119  
T: 02 9872 0589 | F: 02 9873 1048 | M: 0412 596 946 | E: geoff.coggins@fcnsw.com.au 

  

  

 
This Email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient and may contain confidential and 
privileged information. Any unauthorised review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you 
are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply Email and destroy all copies as well 
as the original message. All views expressed in this Email are those of the sender, except where 
specifically stated otherwise, and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Forestry Corporation of 
NSW. 
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(30/04/2014) Sophie Butcher - ...GRs Input Request - Narrabri Gas Project (SSD 6456) Seite 1

From: David Durrheim <David.Durrheim@hnehealth.nsw.gov.au>
To: Craig Dalton <Craig.Dalton@hnehealth.nsw.gov.au>, "Philippe G. Porigneau...
CC: Carolyn Herlihy <Carolyn.Herlihy@hnehealth.nsw.gov.au>, "Fidelis G.Jarav...
Date: 29/04/2014 7:10 pm
Subject: RE: for action please: DGRs Input Request - Narrabri Gas Project (SSD 6456)

Dear Sophie

In relation to: Santos NSW (Eastern) Pty Ltd request for Director General's Requirements (DGRs) for 
its Narrabri Gas Project (SSD 6456).

It is recommended that the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) includes a human health risk 
assessment that considers the potential adverse effects from human exposure to project-related 
environmental hazards. This assessment should be conducted in accordance with the approach 
described in the enHealth document Environmental Health Risk Assessment: Guidelines for 
assessing human health risks from environmental hazards (2012). 

The assessment should include, but not be limited to, assessment of the risks associated with human 
exposure to noise, air pollution and contamination of ground and surface water. The assessment 
should consider risks during both the construction and operational phases.

When assessing health risks, both incremental changes in exposure from existing background 
pollutant levels and the cumulative impacts of project specific and existing pollutant levels should be 
addressed at the location of receptors.

Exposure should be assessed at the location of the most affected receptors and also for other 
sensitive receptors such as childcare centres, schools, hospitals and aged care facilities. 
Consideration should also be given to the size of the population exposed to environmental hazards.

Further detail could be discussed with the proponent.  They should contact our Tamworth Office on 
67678630 and request to speak to Fidelis Jaravani.

Kind regards

Professor David Durrheim
DrPH, MPH&TM, MBChB, FACTM, FAFPHM
Director Health Protection- Population Health
and Conjoint Professor of Public Health Medicine, University of Newcastle
Locked Bag 10, Wallsend NSW,  AUSTRALIA, 2287

Tel 02 4924 6395 | Fax 02 4924 6215 | David.Durrheim@newcastle.edu.au

Incoming email may be viewed by my executive assistant. If content is of a sensitive nature, please 
indicate so in subject as "Private and Confidential" 

Disclaimer: This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain confidential 
information. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete it and notify the sender. Views 
expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, and are not necessarily the views of 
NSW Health.



Sophie Butcher - RE: DGRs Input Request - Narrabri Gas Project (SSD 6456) 

  

Good Morning Ms Butcher 

The NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS) has received and reviewed your request for DGR’s for 
the above State Significant Development  project. 

Please accept this email as the RFS formal response to your request. 

The RFS understands the project consists of the construction and operation of: 

•         Exploration and appraisal activities including approximately 30 coreholes, 
approximately ten chip holes and approximately ten sets of four-well pilots. 

•         Installation and operation of up to 850 individual production wells from a 
maximum of 425 well sets (refer Section 2.4). A single well may be vertical or 
lateral; the latter may include several horizontal connections sometimes 
referred to as a multi-lateral. The target production peak rate is approximately 
200 terajoules (TJ) per day. 

•         Gas and water gathering systems and in-field compression. 

•          A central gas processing facility for the compression, dehydration and 
treatment of the gas to commercial quality. 

•         Water management, treatment and beneficial reuse facilities. 

•         Supporting infrastructure such as power generation and distribution, 
communications, roads and operational management facilities. 

Further the Preliminary Environmental Assessment states: 

Key potential environmental risks include: ecological impact, surface water impact 
and management, 

groundwater, aboriginal heritage impact, air quality impact, waste management and 
disposal, hazards 

and risk management, property and land use impact, agricultural impact, 
economics, contaminated 

land risk, decommissioning and rehabilitation, social, community and health 

From:    Alan Bawden <Alan.Bawden@rfs.nsw.gov.au>
To:    Sophie Butcher <Sophie.Butcher@planning.nsw.gov.au>
Date:    11/04/2014 11:28 AM
Subject:   RE: DGRs Input Request - Narrabri Gas Project (SSD 6456)
CC:

   
John Ball <John.Ball@rfs.nsw.gov.au>, Michael Brooks 
<Michael.Brooks@rfs.nsw.gov.au>, David Boverman 
<David.Boverman@rfs.nsw.gov.au>
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impacts, and soil and land  

suitability impacts. 

The RFS requests that the required and final Environmental Assessment to accompany 
the SSD proposal include the following documentation: 

A Bush Fire Management Plan that addresses the following components of fire that may 
impact on the proposal or the surrounding environment: 

1.    The impact of Bush Fire on the gas recovery and transport system and the 
proposed fire fighting operation required to protect the development, suppress fire 
and minimise the risk of danger to fire fighting agencies and personal , the safety of 
fire fighters must be specifically addressed; 

2.    The prevention and/or suppression of fire ignition generated by the construction 
and operation of the gas recovery and transport system including operating 
procedures during declared total fire ban days. 

The RFS, along with other government agencies, currently has an active information and 
discussion forum (Mining Industry Fire Safety Committee), of which the proponent 
attends.  The RFS would prefer this forum be a lead source of discussion with respect to 
the preparation of a development based bush fire management plan. 

Should you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact me  

regards 

Alan Bawden 
Team Leader - Development Assessment and Planning 
NSW RURAL FIRE SERVICE                                          
Customer Service Centre - Coffs Harbour 
Suite 1, 129 West High Street 
Coffs Harbour   NSW   2455 
  
T: 02 6691 0400 
F: 02 6691 0499 
csc@rfs.nsw.gov.au 
www.rfs.nsw.gov.au 
  

 

  

From: Sophie Butcher [mailto:Sophie.Butcher@planning.nsw.gov.au]  

Sent: Friday, April 04, 2014 12:10 PM 
To: bruce.brown@cma.nsw.gov.au; council@narrabri.nsw.gov.au; Customer Service Centre; 
david.durrheim@hnehealth.nsw.gov.au; development.western@rms.nsw.gov.au; 
Heritage@heritage.nsw.gov.au; info@fcnsw.com.au; landuse.enquiries@industry.nsw.gov.au; 

mahani.taylor@environment.gov.au; planning.matters@environment.nsw.gov.au 
Cc: Alan Bawden; Andrew.MCINTYRE@rms.nsw.gov.au; Jarod.Dashwood@fcnsw.com.au; 
jessica.creed@epa.nsw.gov.au; Jessie Giblett; Katrina.Stankowski@heritage.nsw.gov.au; 

Liz.Mazzer@environment.nsw.gov.au; Mitchell.Isaacs@water.nsw.gov.au; paulb@narrabri.nsw.gov.au; 
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rachel.connell@industry.nsw.gov.au; steve.cozens@industry.nsw.gov.au 
Subject: DGRs Input Request - Narrabri Gas Project (SSD 6456) 

  

Dear all, 
  
Santos NSW (Eastern) Pty Ltd has requested Director General's Requirements (DGRs) for its Narrabri Gas 

Project (SSD 6456).   
  
The proposal involves the construction and operation of: 

1. a gas field with production and  appraisal wells, including up to 850 individual production wells from a 

maximum of 425 well sets with a target production peak rate of 200 terajoules per day; 

2. gas and water gathering systems and supporting infrastructure; 

3. a central gas processing facility; and 

4. water management, treatment and reuse facilities. 

Please find a copy of the Preliminary Environmental Assessment on Planning and 
Infrastructure's website (http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au). 
  
It would be greatly appreciated if you would please provide your input into the DGRs by Thursday 
17th April 2014. 
  
  
If you require any further information, please contact me on 9228 2093 or Jessie Giblett on 9228 6419. 
  
Yours sincerely 
  
  
Sophie Butcher| Planner 
Mining Projects | Department of Planning & Infrastructure 
23-33 Bridge Street SYDNEY 2000 | GPO Box 39 SYDNEY 2001 
t: 02 9228 2093 | f: 02 9228 6466 | e: sophie.butcher@planning.nsw.gov.au 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain confidential/privileged information. If 

you are not the intended recipient, please delete it and notify the sender.  
Views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, and are not necessarily the views of the 
Department.  

You should scan any attached files for viruses.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
RFS Disclaimer: 
This email message is intended only for the addressee(s) and contains information which may be 
confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender and delete this email and any 
copies or links to this email completely and immediately from your system. Views expressed in this message 
are those of the individual sender, and are not necessarily the views of the NSW Rural Fire Service. 
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