
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
26 August 2013 
 
Ref No: 2013/308598 
Our Ref: R/2013/20 
Your Ref No: SSD 6069 
 
Ben Jones 
Senior Planner, Industry, Social Projects and Key Sites 
NSW Department of Planning 
23-33 Bridge Street, 
SYDNEY NSW  2000 
Email: Ben.Jones@planning.nsw.gov.au 
 
 
 
Dear Ben 
 
RE: Request for Director-General’s Environmental Assessment 
Requirements for Walsh Bay Art Precinct (SSD 6069) 
 
I refer to your letter seeking input on the Director-General’s Requirements (DGRs) 
for the proposal by Arts NSW for solidifying the existing role of Wharfs 2/3 and 4/5 in 
Walsh Bay as an arts and cultural hub.  The project includes works to the existing 
finger wharfs, Shore Sheds buildings and surrounding public domain and the use of 
the precinct for increased performing arts and cultural events. 
 
It is apparent that the details of the project will be developed in more detail at a later 
stage.  Due to the conceptual nature of the project and the Preliminary Report 
submitted to the Department to date, it is difficult to gain any firm understanding of 
the project.  For example, it is not possible at this stage to appreciate the scale, 
frequency or impacts of likely public or ticketed events; the extent of works 
necessary to the wharfs, sheds and aprons to accommodate the proposed cultural 
institutions or the timing and duration of the project. 
 
The draft DGRs are sufficiently broad enough at this stage to capture the key issues 
likely to arise with the project.  The City would add that the project should include a 
consolidated wayfinding strategy for the expanded arts precinct. 
 
Given the conceptual nature of the project the City reiterates the consultation 
requirements of the DGRs and asks that it be consulted on a regular basis as the 
project objectives evolve and the nature of the project takes shape. 
 
It is suggested that a working group which meets regularly could be established 
rather than hold one-off consultation sessions with government agencies and 
stakeholders.  Key working group agency representatives should include City of 
Sydney, Office of Environment and Heritage, Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 
and Transport for NSW. 
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Should you wish to speak with a Council officer about the above, please contact 
Russell Hand, Senior Planner, on 9265 9333 or at rhand@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au. 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Graham Jahn AM 
Director  
City Planning I Development I Transport 
 

























 

23
rd

 August 2013 

 

NSW Planning & Infrastructure 

23-33 Bridge St 

Sydney NSW 2000 

 

Attn: Ben Jones 

 

 

RE: SSD 6069 Walsh Bay Arts Precinct 

 

 

I refer to your letter dated 13
th
 August concerning the above development. 

 

Ausgrid wishes to advise that until proposed electrical load details can be provided for this 

development, that provision may need to be made for accommodation of an electricity 

substation within the premises.  

 

The existing electricity supply to this location provided by sub S.4807 Pottinger Hickson 

fortunately has considerable spare capacity at the time of writing, but the actual requirement for 

extra electricity network capacity cannot be determined until proposed electrical loads for the 

development are known. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any enquiries on this matter may be made to the undersigned on 9663 9403, or via email: 

sreed@ausgrid.com.au 

 

 

 

Regards, 

 
Stephen Reed  

Engineer – Customer Operations  

Ausgrid 
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19 August 2013 

II 
Attention: Ben Jones 

III 
Ms Heather Warton 
Director — Industry, Social Projects and Key Sites 
Department of Planning and Infrastructure 
GPO Box 39 
Sydney NSW 2001 

Den 

Director General's Requirements — Walsh Bay Arts Precinct (SSD_6069) 

Dear Mr Jones, 

Thank you for your letter requesting details of key issues and assessment requirements for the 
development at Walsh Bay. Sydney Water has reviewed the proposal and provides the following 
comments for the Department's consideration. 

Sydney Water requirements for Environmental Assessment 
To provide the developer with detailed servicing advice, Sydney Water needs the environmental 
assessment to include the following: 

1. Integrated Water Management Plan — the Integrated Water Management Plan should include 
any proposed alternative water supply, proposed end uses of potable and non-potable water, 
demonstration of water sensitive urban design and any water conservation measures. 

2. Infrastructure Management Plan — the proponent needs to provide Sydney Water with 
information on the required water and wastewater services, and any augmentation that may 
be required for the proposed project. This will allow Sydney Water to determine the impact of 
the proposed project on its existing services and identify any augmentation requirements. 
When determining landscaping options, the proponent should take into account that certain 
tree species can cause cracking or blockage of Sydney Water pipes. 

Sydney Water Servicing 
Sydney Water will further assess the impact of individual developments when the proponent 
applies for a Section 73 Certificate. This assessment will enable Sydney Water to specify any 
works required as a result of the development and to assess if amplification and/or changes to 
the system are applicable. Sydney Water requests the Department of Planning to continue to 
instruct proponents to obtain a Section 73 Certificate from Sydney Water. 

The proponent must fund any adjustments needed to Sydney Water infrastructure as a result of 
any development. The proponent should engage a Water Servicing Coordinator to get a Section 
73 Certificate and manage the servicing aspects of the development. Details are available from 
any Sydney Water Customer Centre on 13 20 92 or Sydney Water's website at 
www.sydneywater.com.au. 

Sydney i a c r  Corporation ABN 49 776 225 038 
1 Smith St Parramatta 2150 I PO Box 399 Parramatta 2124 DX 14 Sydney T 13 20 92 www.sydneywater.com.au 



Sydney Water e-planning 
Sydney Water has an email address planning authorities to use to submit statutory or strategic 
planning documents for review. This email address is urbanqrowthAsvdnevwater.com.au. The 
use of this email will help Sydney Water provide advice on planning projects faster, in line with 
current planning reforms. It will also reduce the amount of printed material being produced. 

If you require any further information, please contact Jordan Faeghi of the Urban Growth Branch 
on 02 8849 4649 or e-mail jordan.faeghipsydneywatercom.au 

Yours Sincerely 

L 

Cassandra Loughlin 
Growth Planner, Growth Strategy 
Urban Growth 

Sydney Water Corporation ABN 49 776 225 038 
1 Smith St Parramatta 2150 PO Box 399 Pa rramatta 2124 DX 14 Sydney 113 20 92 www.sydneywater.com.au 
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Heather Warton 
Director, Industry, Social Projects and Key Sites 
Department of Planning and Infrastructure 
23-33 Bridge Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 

Attention: Mr Ben Jones 

1111 
Department of Pln-lirg 

z 7 AUG 7013 

Scanniric knom 

Requests for Director-Generals Environmental Assessment Requirements for Walsh Bay 
Arts Precinct (SSD 6069) Pier 2/3, Wharf 4/5, Hickson Road, Dawes Point (Sydney City Local 

Government Area) 

Dear Mr Jones 

Thank you for your letter dated 13 August 2013 requesting Transport for NSW (TfNSW) provide 
input into the DGRs for the proposed Walsh Bay Arts Precinct development in Dawes Point. 

TfNSW has reviewed the Walsh Bay Arts Precinct, Stage 1 State Significant Development 
Application, Request for Director-General's Requirements, dated July 2013, prepared by M13 
Planning. The DGRs contains most of the relevant traffic and access requirements and issues that 
need to be addressed in the Environmental Assessment for the proposed development. TfNSW 
recommends the following additions to Section 7: Transport and Accessibility (Construction and 
Operation) in the DGRs: 

• Assess the cumulative traffic and transport impacts on the local road network considering 
other approved and planned developments in the area, in particular Barangaroo 
redevelopment project. 

• Details of all service vehicle movements and loading dock arrangements. 

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Mark Ozinga on 
8202 2198 or Mark.Ozinga@transport.nsw.gov.au 

Yours sincerely 

Mark ,zing 
Man ger, and Use and Transport Planning CD13/15967 
Plan in and Programs 

z / 0/ 13 

18 Lee Street Chippendale NSW 2008 
PO Box K659 Haymarket NSW 1240 

T 8202 2200 F 8202 2209 
www.transport.nsw.gov.au 

ABN 18 804 239 602 



Comment by Fisheries NSW  
Fisheries NSW advises the following potential concerns and the detailed 
requirements in Attachment A:  
 
• shading of marine vegetation (e.g. kelp, seagrass etc) from newly constructed 
over-water decking or pontoons  
• harm of marine vegetation during construction  
• sedimentation or turbidity related impacts to the aquatic environment during 
construction.  
 
The environmental assessment must address the potential for these impacts and 
state any measures to mitigate such impacts (e.g. the use of mesh decking to 
mitigate shading impacts on underlying marine vegetation, where these are 
significant).    
 
For further information please contact Carla Ganassin, Fisheries Conservation 
Manager, (Wollongong office) on 4254 5527 or at carla.ganassin@dpi.nsw.gov.au.  
 
Comment by NSW Office of Water  
 
The NSW Office of Water advises:  
(i)        it supports the proposed environmental assessment as detailed in the request 
for Director General requirements, noting that it includes “potential impacts on 
groundwater and details any proposed mitigation measures”.  
(ii)        the expanded list of assessment requirements, where relevant, detailed in 
Attachment B.  
 
For further information please contact Janne Grose, Planning and Assessment 
Coordinator (Penrith office) on 4729 8262 or at janne.grose@water.nsw.gov.au.  
 
Future referrals  
To avoid confusion and assist timely responses in future, all referrals should be 
made to DPI as a whole, at: landuse.enquiries@industry.nsw.gov.au.  Hard copy 
referrals (printed documents, CD’s etc) should be posted to:  
Land Use Planning Coordinating Officer  
Department of Primary Industries  
Locked Bag 21  
Orange.  NSW   2800  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:carla.ganassin@dpi.nsw.gov.au�
mailto:landuse.enquiries@industry.nsw.gov.au�


 
Attachment A  

 
Walsh Bay Arts Precinct (SSD 6069)  

Request for Input into Director General Requirements  
Comment by Fisheries NSW  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Note that Fisheries NSW recommends that development proposals comply with the Policy and 
Guidelines for Fish Habitat Conservation and Management (2013) (referred to hereafter as P&GLs). 
 A list of general information requirements for developments and standard precautions and mitigation 
measures are outlined in Section 3.1 of these Guidelines. Refer:  
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/habitat/publications/policies,-guidelines-and-manuals/fish-habitat-
conservation.  
 
A: General Requirements  
 
(i)        site address and contact details.  
(ii)        property description (e.g. Lot and DP numbers).  
(iii)        a clear description of the proposal including details of construction methods and materials.  
(iv)        map(s) of the development area and adjacent areas - this should include nearby waterways, 
adjacent infrastructure (such as jetties) and land use.  
(v)        clear photographs of the site, including photographs of any riparian and aquatic vegetation 
present (including pest species such as Caulerpa taxifolia).  
(vi)        location of any recreational fishing areas within the subject waterway.  
(vii)        a description of the potential direct and indirect impacts on recreational fishing from the 
development.  
(viii)        a clear description of aquatic environments including:  
a.        fish in the locality, including threatened and protected species, populations, ecological 
communities, pest species or presence of ‘critical habitat’ under the Fisheries Management Act (FM 
Act) or the (Commonwealth) Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act),  
b.        an aquatic and riparian vegetation survey map of the area which shows the location and/or 
coverage of saltmarsh, mangrove, seagrass, macroalgae, and riparian vegetation,  
(ix)        details of the nature, timing, magnitude and duration of the proposed disturbance to the 
aquatic environment.  
(x)        assessments of predicted impacts upon any threatened species (fish and marine vegetation) 
(i.e. completion of a 7-part test and/or species impact statement(s)) and other aquatic flora and fauna.  
(xi)        details of any mitigation measures to limit environmental impacts.  
(xii)        details of the general regional context, any protected areas, other developments in the area, 
and/or cumulative impacts.  
(xiii)        notification of any other matters relevant to the particular proposal and of interest to 
Fisheries NSW.  
 
Dredging and reclamation activities  
(i)        purpose of works  
(ii)        type(s) and distribution of marine vegetation in the vicinity of the proposed works  
(iii)        method of dredging to be used  
(iv)        timing and duration of works  
(v)        dimension of area of works including levels and volume of material to be extracted or placed 
as fill  
(vi)        nature of sediment to be dredged, including Acid Sulphate Soil, contaminated soils, etc  
(vii)        method of marking area subject to works  
(viii)        environmental safeguards to be used during and after works  
(ix)        measures for minimising harm to fish habitat under the proposal  
(x)        spoil type and source location for reclamation activities  
(xi)        method of disposal of dredge material  
(xii)        location and duration of spoil stockpiling, if planned.  
 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/habitat/publications/policies,-guidelines-and-manuals/fish-habitat-conservation�
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/habitat/publications/policies,-guidelines-and-manuals/fish-habitat-conservation�


Activities that damage marine vegetation  
(i)        type of marine vegetation to be harmed  
(ii)        map and density distribution of marine vegetation  
(iii)        reasons for harming marine vegetation  
(iv)        methods of harming marine vegetation  
(v)        construction details  
(vi)        duration of works/activities  
(vii)        measures for minimising harm to marine vegetation under the proposal and details of 
compensatory habitat development to replace lost vegetation.  
(viii)        method and location of transplanting activities or disposal or marine vegetation.  
 
B. Aquatic habitat assessment  
 
The aim of the aquatic assessment should be to define the presence of ‘key fish habitat’ within the 
study site, adjacent areas (upstream and downstream), and the broader regional area.  There may be 
a range of potential fish habitats that could be impacted by a particular activity. Some points to 
consider include:  
(i)        geomorphic characteristics of the waterway (i.e. what characteristics of a CLASS 1-4 waterway 
does it have (see Table 2 in P&GLs),  
(ii)        description of local wave and current regimes (in tidal areas),  
(iii)        description of the water quality (e.g. discolouration, sedimentation, turbidity, pH, dissolved 
oxygen, nutrients),  
(iv)        types of surrounding land use (e.g. agricultural, urban, aquaculture),  
(v)        condition of riparian vegetation (i.e. present or absent.  Are the species native or exotic?  Is 
the density of vegetation thick or sparse?),  
(vi)        condition of marine vegetation (i.e. information on type, species, shoot density and/or 
percentage cover.  Is the vegetation continuous or sparse in coverage?  What is the aerial extent?  Is 
the vegetation healthy or degraded?  Is wrack (dead seagrass or macroalgae) present?,  
(vii)        substrate type (e.g. rock, sand, gravel, silt),  
(viii)        presence of any listed threatened or protected aquatic species or ‘critical habitat’ under the 
FM Act and EPBC Act  
 
C. Assessment of likely impacts  
 
(i)        indicate the location, nature and extent of habitat removal or modification (both direct and 
indirect) which may result from the proposed action;  
(ii)        discuss the potential impact of the modification or removal of habitat (potential direct and 
indirect sources of impact are stated in the letter with this attachment).  
 
Note: In defining the proposal area, discussion must be provided in regard to possible indirect effects 
of the proposal on species/habitats in the area surrounding the subject site, for example, through 
altered hydrological regimes, soil erosion or pollution.  
 
D. Ameliorative measures  
 
The environmental assessment should consider and provide detail on how the proposal has been or 
may be modified and managed to minimise impacts and conserve aquatic habitat on the subject site 
and in the study area.  

 
End Attachment A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attachment B  
 

Walsh Bay Arts Precinct (SSD 6069)  
Request for Input into Director General Requirements  

Comment by NSW Office of Water  
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Relevant Legislation  
The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) should take into account the objects and regulatory 
requirements of the Water Act 1912 and Water Management Act 2000 (WMA 2000), as applicable. 
Proposals and management plans should be consistent with the Objects (s.3) and Water 
Management Principles (s.5) of the WMA.  
 
Water Sharing Plans  
The proposal is within the area covered by the Water Sharing Plan for the Greater Metropolitan 
Region Unregulated River Water Sources and the Water Sharing Plan for the Greater Metropolitan 
Region Groundwater sources.  The WSPs prepared under the provisions of the WMA 2000 establish 
the rules for access to, and the sharing of water between the environmental needs of the surface or 
groundwater source and water users.  The EIS needs to:  
(i)        Demonstrate how the proposal is consistent with the relevant rules of the WSPs including rules 
for access licences, distance restrictions for water supply works and rules for the management of 
local impacts in respect of surface water and groundwater sources, ecosystem protection, water 
quality and surface-groundwater connectivity.  
(ii)        Provide a description of any site water use (amount of water from each water source) and 
management including all sediment dams, clear water diversion structures with detail on the location, 
design specifications and storage capacities for all the existing and proposed water management 
structures.  
(iii)        Provide an analysis of the proposed water supply arrangements against the rules for access 
licences and other applicable requirements of any relevant WSP.  
 
Refer to: http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/Water-Management/Water-sharing/default.aspx .  
 
Relevant Policies  
The EIS should take into account the following policies (as applicable):  
(i)        NSW State Rivers and Estuary Policy (1993);  
(ii)        The NSW Wetlands Management Policy (1996)  
(iii)        NSW State Groundwater Policy Framework Document (1997)  
(iv)        NSW State Groundwater Quality Protection Policy (1998)  
(v)        NSW State Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems Policy (2002);  
(vi)        Aquifer Interference Policy (2012)  
(vii)        Office of Water Guidelines for Controlled Activities (2012).  
 
Refer: http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/Water-management/Law-and-policy/Key-policies/default.aspx  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/Water-Management/Water-sharing/default.aspx�
http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/Water-management/Law-and-policy/Key-policies/default.aspx�


Groundwater Assessment  
It is noted a waterfront square is to be located at the southern end of the wharves and there is to be a 
series of terraces to create an outdoor amphitheatre connected to the water.  The draft DGRs require 
that the potential impacts on groundwater is addressed.  The inclusion of this issue in the DGRs is 
supported.  
 
To ensure the sustainable and integrated management of groundwater sources, the EIS needs to 
include adequate details where relevant to assess the impact of the project on all groundwater 
sources including:  
(i)        the predicted highest groundwater table at the site.  
(ii)        any works likely to intercept, connect with or infiltrate the groundwater sources.  
(iii)        any proposed groundwater extraction, including purpose, location and construction details of 
all proposed bores and expected annual extraction volumes.  
(iv)        a description of the flow directions and rates and physical and chemical characteristics of the 
groundwater source.  
(v)        the predicted impacts of any final landform on the groundwater regime.  
(vi)        the existing groundwater users within the area (including the environment), any potential 
impacts on these users and safeguard measures to mitigate impacts.  
(vii)        an assessment of the quality of the groundwater for the local groundwater catchment  
(viii)        an assessment of groundwater contamination (considering both the impacts of the proposal 
on groundwater contamination and the impacts of contamination on the proposal).  
(ix)        how the proposed development will not potentially diminish the current quality of groundwater, 
both in the short and long term.  
(x)        measures for preventing groundwater pollution so that remediation is not required.  
(xi)        protective measures for any groundwater dependent ecosystems (GDEs).  
(xii)        proposed methods of the disposal of waste water and approval from the relevant authority.  
(xiii)        the results of any models or predictive tools used.  
 
Where potential impact/s are identified the assessment will need to identify limits to the level of impact 
and contingency measures that would remediate, reduce or manage potential impacts to the existing 
groundwater resource and any dependent groundwater environment or water users, including 
information on:  
(i)        any proposed monitoring programs, including water levels and quality data  
(ii)        reporting procedures for any monitoring program including mechanism for transfer of 
information.  
(iii)        an assessment of any groundwater source/aquifer that may be sterilised from future use as a 
water supply as a consequence of the proposal.  
(iv)        identification of any nominal thresholds as to the level of impact beyond which remedial 
measures or contingency plans would be initiated (this may entail water level triggers or a beneficial 
use category).  
(v)        description of the remedial measures or contingency plans proposed.  
(vi)        any funding assurances covering the anticipated post development maintenance cost, for 
example on-going groundwater monitoring for the nominated period.  
 
Licensing  
 
If the proposal is likely to intercept or use groundwater, a licence may be required from the NSW 
Office of Water under Part 5 of the Water Act 1912.  The Office of Water will assess the need for 
water licence once more detailed project information is provided.  
 
All proposed groundwater works, including bores for the purpose of investigation, extraction, 
dewatering, testing or monitoring must be identified in the proposal and an approval obtained from the 
NSW Office of Water prior to their installation.  

 
End Attachment B 
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