


















Kerry, 
 
Please see advices by NSW Office of Water, below. 
 
This is the only Department of Primary Industries agency relevant to the application. 
 
Will follow under formal DPI letterhead shortly. 
 
Greg Paine 
 
Business Services 
 
Tel: 8289 3951 

 
Comment by Fisheries NSW 
Fisheries NSW advise no requirements given no aquatic habitats will be 
impacted. 
 
For further information please contact Scott Carter, Senior Conservation 
Manager (Port Stephens office) on 4916 3931, or at: 
scott.carter@dpi.nsw.gov.au. 
 
Comment by NSW Office of Water 
The NSW Office of Water advises the environmental assessment of the 
project should address the following key issues, and the additional 
requirements detailed in Attachment A: 
 
(i) assessment of potential general construction and operational impacts 
relating to hydrology, erosion and sedimentation control, surface and 
stormwater management, and groundwater (including any dewatering 
activities); 
(ii) management and mitigation measures for any potential impacts to surface 
and groundwater resources; 
(iii) water supply and licensing requirements; and 
(iv) compliance with NSW water legislation and the rules in any relevant 
Water Sharing Plan. 
 
For further information please contact Rohan Macdonald, Planning and 
Assessment  
 
Coordinator (Newcastle office) on 4904 2642, or at: 
rohan.macdonald@water.nsw.gov.au. 
 

 
Attachment A 

 
Eraring Resource Recovery Facility (SSD 5877) 

Request for Input into Director General Requirements 
Comment by NSW Office of Water 

__________________________________________________________________________
___ 
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1. Legislation 
The environmental assessment is to demonstrate that the proposed project complies with the 
relevant requirements of the Water Management Act 2000 (WMA 2000) and Water Act 1912, 
and takes into account the objects and water management principles of the WMA 2000. 
Refer: 
http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/Water-management/Law-and-Policy/default.aspx  
 
2. Water Sharing Plans 
Water Sharing Plans are legally enforceable statutory plans under the WMA 2000. Water 
Sharing Plans provide rules for the sharing of water between the environment and water 
users, and also between different types of water users such as town water supply, rural 
domestic supply, stock watering, industry and irrigation. 
 
The proposed project is located within the Dora Creek Water Source under the Water Sharing 
Plan for the Hunter Unregulated and Alluvial Water Sources 2009. The environmental 
assessment is to demonstrate how the proposed project is consistent with the rules in this 
plan. 
 
Note: Groundwater within the project area is currently regulated under the Water Act 1912. A 
water sharing plan covering the porous rock groundwater source within the project area is 
currently under development. Upon commencement of the plan groundwater on site would be 
regulated under the Water Management Act 2000. 
 
3. Policies and Guidelines 
The environmental assessment is to identify water management policies and guidelines that 
are relevant to the proposed project. The assessment should detail the extent to which the 
proposed project is consistent with relevant policies and guidelines, and justify any 
inconsistencies.  
 
The following water management policies and guidelines may be relevant:  
• The NSW State Groundwater Policy Framework Document (1997) and its component 
policies, consisting of:  
(i) The NSW Groundwater Quality Protection Policy (1998), and  
(ii) The NSW State Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems Policy (2002).  
• NSW Aquifer Interference Policy (2012). 
• NSW Water Extraction Monitoring Policy (2007).  
• MDBC Guidelines on Groundwater Flow Modelling (2000).  
• NSW Guidelines for Controlled Activities, consisting of:  
(i) Guidelines for in-stream works on waterfront land (2012), 
(ii) Guidelines for laying pipes and cables in watercourses on waterfront land (2012), 
(iii) Guidelines for outlet structures on waterfront land (2012),  
(iv) Guidelines for riparian corridors on waterfront land (2012), 
(v) Guidelines for vegetation management plans on waterfront land (2012), and 
(vi) Guidelines for water crossings on waterfront land (2012).  
• NSW Water Conservation Strategy (2000). 
• NSW Salinity Strategy (2000). 
• National Water Quality Management Strategy, including:  
(i) Australian and New Zealand Guidelines for Fresh and Marine Water Quality (2000), 
(ii) Australian and New Zealand Guidelines for Water Quality Monitoring and Reporting 
(2000), and 
(iii) Guidelines for Groundwater Protection in Australia (1995).  
 
These policies and guidelines are available at:  
http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/Water-Management/Law-and-Policy/Key-policies/default.aspx, 
and http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/Water-Licensing/Approvals/Controlled-
activities/default.aspx. 
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4. Water requirements and water licences 
The environmental assessment should include a detailed assessment of water requirements 
for the proposed project, and demonstrate:  
• an adequate and secure water supply is available for the life of the proposed project.  
• water supplies will be taken from an appropriately authorised and reliable supply.  
• any incidental take of water will be appropriately authorised. 
• any water licences required to authorise the taking of water can be obtained through 
application and/or trade.  
 
To demonstrate the above, the following information is essential for inclusion in the 
assessment:  
• identification of water requirements for the life of the proposed project in terms of both 
volume and timing. 
• for all proposed surface and groundwater extraction, details of: extraction location, method 
of extraction, expected annual extraction volumes, and identification of the water source(s) 
from which the water will be taken.  
• identification of any proposed use of new or existing dams, and calculation of the maximum 
harvestable right dam capacity for the site. Refer:  
http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/Water-licensing/Basic-water-rights/Harvesting-
runoff/default.aspx.  
• identification of any requirements (including potential requirements) to intercept groundwater 
and details of predicted dewatering volumes. 
• analysis of the proposed water supply arrangements against the rules for access licences 
and other applicable requirements of the Water Sharing Plan for the Hunter Unregulated and 
Alluvial Water Sources 2009.  
5. Impacts on water sources 
The environmental assessment should include a detailed assessment of the potential impact 
of the proposed project on the water sources of the State. This assessment should include:  
• a description of the surrounding environment including surface water catchments, 
groundwater systems, dependent ecosystems and existing water users. 
• identification of all existing and proposed works to take or manage water (i.e. water 
management works as defined in the Dictionary to the Water Management Act 2000) 
including monitoring bores, and details of consistency with approval requirements. 
• identification of all proposed controlled activities and aquifer interference activities, and 
details of consistency with relevant policies and guidelines. 
• a predictive assessment of the impact of the proposed project on:  
(i) surface water sources, floodplains, surface water dependent ecosystems and existing 
surface water users – see section 5.1 below, and 
(ii) groundwater sources, groundwater dependent ecosystems and existing groundwater 
users – see sections 5.2 and 5.3 below.  
• details of critical thresholds for negligible impacts to surface and groundwater sources and 
dependent ecosystems. 
• a commitment to adequate ongoing monitoring of surface and groundwater sources and 
dependent ecosystems within and adjacent to the proposed project area to verify predictive 
assessments.  
• analysis of options for the proposed project in terms of avoiding impacts on surface and 
groundwater sources, floodplains, dependent ecosystems, basic landholder rights to water 
and adjacent/downstream licensed water users. If the options analysis cannot demonstrate 
avoidance, then mitigation, remediation and rehabilitation options should be examined. 
• contingency strategies linked to monitoring results and rehabilitation programs, including:  
(i) reporting procedures for ongoing monitoring programs, including mechanism for transfer of 
information to the Office of Water, 
(ii) identification of any nominal thresholds as to the level of impact beyond which contingency 
strategies would be initiated, 
(iii) detailed description of the contingency strategies proposed, and 
(iv) any funding assurances covering the anticipated post development maintenance cost, for 
example, rehabilitation maintenance, ongoing monitoring.  
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• a commitment to restore any land, water sources and dependent ecosystems which are 
degraded by the proposed project.  
5.1 Surface water assessment 
The predictive assessment of the impact of the proposed project on surface water sources 
should include:  
• identification of all surface water sources including watercourses and wetlands transected 
by or adjacent to the proposed project. 
• a detailed description of dependent ecosystems and existing surface water users within the 
area, including basic landholder rights to water and adjacent/downstream licensed water 
users. 
• assessment of predicted impacts on the following:  
(i) flow of surface water, sediment movement, channel stability, and hydraulic regime, 
(ii) water quality, 
(iii) dependent ecosystems, 
(iv) existing surface water users, and 
(v) planned environmental water and water sharing arrangements prescribed in the Water 
Sharing Plan for the Hunter Unregulated and Alluvial Water Sources 2009.  
5.2 Groundwater assessment 
The predictive assessment of the impact of the proposed project on groundwater sources 
should include:  
• identification of groundwater sources which will be intersected or connected with as part of 
the proposed project. 
• a detailed description of groundwater dependent ecosystems and existing groundwater 
users within the area, including basic landholder rights to water and adjacent licensed water 
users. 
• a description of groundwater flow directions and rates, physical and chemical 
characteristics, and highest predicted groundwater level at the site. 
• details of any potential works likely to result in pollutants infiltrating into the groundwater. 
• details of proposed methods of waste water disposal and approval from the relevant 
authority. 
• assessment of predicted impacts on:  
(i) connectivity between porous/fractured rock, alluvial and surface water sources, 
(ii) yield of groundwater,  
(iii) water quality, 
(iv) groundwater dependent ecosystems – see section 5.3, and 
(v) existing groundwater users.  
• identification of any groundwater source or aquifer that may be sterilised as a consequence 
of the proposed project. 
• details of the predicted impacts of any final landform on the groundwater regime.  
5.3 Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems 
Groundwater dependent ecosystems (GDEs) rely on groundwater for their species 
composition and their natural ecological processes. Examples of ecosystems which depend 
on groundwater are wetlands, terrestrial vegetation such as red gum forests, ecosystems in 
streams fed by groundwater (gaining streams), aquifer and cave ecosystems, springs, and 
hanging valleys and swamps. 
 
For GDEs (including potential GDEs) identified within the area, the environmental assessment 
should provide:  
• details of current GDE condition, and groundwater quality and quantity requirements. 
• assessment of predicted impacts on GDEs. 
• a detailed description of any measures to be incorporated into the proposed project to avoid 
or minimise long-term actual and potential impacts on GDEs, including measures to:  
(i) maintain natural patterns of groundwater flow, 
(ii) avoid disrupting groundwater levels that are critical for ecosystems, 
(iii) avoid pollution or causing adverse changes in groundwater quality, and 
(iv) rehabilitate degraded groundwater systems where practical.  

 
 

End Attachment A 
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Kerry 
 
The Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) has reviewed the documentation for the above 
project. In this instance OEH has no specific DGRs requirements for threatened species given 
that construction of the waste management facility is over an existing car park. The project 
does not require vegetation removal and there is unlikely to be any indirect impact on any 
threatened species listed under the Threatened Species Conversation Act 1995. It is 
recommended that the standard DGRs for Greenhouse gas and Aboriginal cultural heritage 
(below) are included in any DGRs. 
 
Regards, 
 
Richard Bath 
Head - Hunter Planning Unit 
Regional Operations Group 
Office of Environment and Heritage 
NSW Department of Premier and Cabinet 
PO Box 488G Newcastle NSW 2300 
T: 4908 6805 
W: www.environment.nsw.gov.au 
 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
  
1 Greenhouse gas 
 
1. The EIS should include a comprehensive assessment of, and report on, 

the project’s predicted greenhouse gas emissions (tCO2e).  Emissions 
should be reported broken down by: 
a. direct emissions (scope 1 as defined by the Greenhouse Gas Protocol 

– see reference in Attachment 2), 
b. indirect emissions from electricity (scope 2), and 
c. upstream and downstream emissions (scope 3) 
 
before and after implementation of the project, including annual emissions 
for each part of the project (construction, operation and decommissioning). 

 
2. The EIS should include an estimate of the greenhouse emissions intensity 

(per unit of production).  Emissions intensity should be compared with best 
practice if possible. 

 
3. The emissions should be estimated using an appropriate methodology, in 

accordance with NSW, Australian and international guidelines (see 
Attachment 2). 

 
4. The proponent should also evaluate and report on the feasibility of 

measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions associated with the 
project.  This could include a consideration of energy efficiency 
opportunities or undertaking an energy use audit for the site. 

 
 
2 Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
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OEH recommends that the following Aboriginal cultural heritage issues be 
addressed by the proponent in preparing the EIS.  
 
Existing Aboriginal cultural heritage values 
 
OEH acknowledges the existence of numerous registered Aboriginal sites in 
the regional locality. These include culturally modified trees, isolated finds, 
camp sites, artefact scatters and Potential Archaeological Deposits (PADS). It 
is also acknowledged that the project area contains landforms which have 
yielded a significant volume of evidence of Aboriginal occupation. It is 
therefore recommended that the proponent consider any potential impacts of 
the proposal on these known Aboriginal sites/objects, the sensitivity and 
significance of these sites to the traditional Aboriginal knowledge holders and 
any relationship that may exist between these sites and any Aboriginal 
cultural heritage values of the project area.  
 
Potential impacts of the project on Aboriginal cultural heritage values 
 

Standard requirements: 
 
1. The EIS must address and document the information requirements set 

out in the draft ‘Guidelines for Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Impact 
Assessment and Community Consultation’ (Department of Environment 
and Conservation 2005). This document is available from Department of 
Planning and Infrastructure upon request. 

 
2. The EIS must include surveys by suitably qualified archaeological 

consultants in consultation with all of the local Aboriginal knowledge 
holders. 

 
3. The EIS should identify the nature and extent of impacts on Aboriginal 

cultural heritage values across the project area and clearly articulate 
strategies proposed to avoid/minimise these impacts. If impacts are 
proposed as part of the final development, clear justification for such 
impacts should be provided. 

 
4. The EIS must assess and document the archaeological and Aboriginal 

significance of the site’s Aboriginal cultural heritage values. 
 
5. Describe the actions that will be taken to avoid or mitigate impacts of 

the project on Aboriginal cultural heritage values. This must include an 
assessment of the effectiveness and reliability of the measures and any 
residual impacts after these measures are implemented. Any proposed 
methodology for Aboriginal cultural heritage investigation should reflect 
best practice standards recommended by OEH in the ‘Code of Practice 
for Archaeological Investigations of Objects in New South Wales (2010)’. 

 
6. The EIS must provide documentary evidence to demonstrate that 

effective community consultation with Aboriginal communities has been 
undertaken in assessing impacts, developing protection and mitigation 



options and making final recommendations. OEH supports broad-based 
Aboriginal community consultation and as a guide OEH’s ‘Aboriginal 
cultural heritage consultation requirements for proponents 2010’ provides 
a useful model to follow. This requirement is available on OEH’s website 
at:  
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/licences/consultation.htm.  

 
7. If impacts on Aboriginal cultural heritage values are proposed as part of 

the final development, an assessment of the proposed impacts in the 
context of ‘inter generational equity’ and cumulative impact must be 
undertaken. This assessment must examine both cultural and 
archaeological perspectives equally at both the local and regional levels, 
with consideration given to the site level and broader landscape level. 

 
Note:   If the EIS is relying on past surveys it is critical to confirm that the 
surveys are consistent with the requirements of the above Major Project 
application guidelines. Further, whilst there may be no requirement for 
obtaining an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) under Part 6 of the 
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (NPW Act) for projects approved under 
the provisions of Part 4 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979, there are other sections of the NPW Act which remain valid. This 
includes the requirement to obtain a Care Agreement for salvaged objects 
(Section 85) and reporting to OEH on the status of new or impacted Aboriginal 
sites (Section 89A). 
 
 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
This email is intended for the addressee(s) named and may contain confidential and/or 
privileged information.  
If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender and then delete it 
immediately. 
Any views expressed in this email are those of the individual sender except where the 
sender expressly and with authority states them to be the views of the Office of 
Environment and Heritage, NSW Department of Premier and Cabinet. 

PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING THIS EMAIL 
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Your Reference: SSD 5877 
Our Reference (TRIM): 13/8127 Sent by email 
 
 
 
8th April 2013 

 
Chris Ritchie 
Manager – Industry 
Development Assessment Systems and Approvals 
NSW Planning & Infrastructure 
GPO Box 39 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 

 
 
Dear Mr Ritchie, 
 

Re: Eraring Waste and Resource Management Facilities (SSD 5877) Request 
for Director – General’s Requirements 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide advice on the Eraring Waste and Resource 
Management Facilities. This is a response from the NSW Department of Trade & 
Investment (DTIRIS) – Mineral Resources Branch (MRB). The Department of Primary 
Industries, incorporating advice from Agriculture, Fisheries and Forests NSW may respond 
separately.  
 
While the MRB has no Director-General’s Requirements for the above project, it is noted 
that Consolidated Coal Lease (CCL) 762 held by Centennial Mandalong Pty Ltd underlies 
the project area. Furthermore, the proposal is located within the West Lake Mine 
Subsidence District (MSD). Accordingly, any future development within the subject areas 
should be designed in accordance to guidelines established by the Mine Subsidence 
Board. As such, MRB strongly recommends that the Mine Subsidence Board be consulted 
regarding the proposal. 
 
For further information regarding mineral issues please contact Andrew Helman, on (02) 
4931 6572 or andrew.helman@industry.nsw.gov.au. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
Simon Francis 
A/Team Leader Land Use 

 

 
NSW Department of Trade and Investment, Regional Infrastructure and Services 

RESOURCES & ENERGY DIVISION 
PO Box 344 Hunter Region Mail Centre NSW 2310 

Tel: 02 4931 6666  Fax: 02 4931 6726 
ABN 51 734 124 190 

www.dtiris.nsw.gov.au 
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