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This design report highlights the key design changes for One 
Carrington Street since the lodgement of the Development 
Application (DA) in April 2014.

During the past 18 months the design process has continued to 
evolve and refine the project.  The project was presented to the 
TfNSW’s Design Review Panel on the 2nd March 2015.  The panel was 
very supportive of the proposed design.  Specific comments and 
recommendations have been incorporated into the revision of the 
design.

This report focuses and highlights the areas where the project has 
undergone significant development since the DA.

These areas include:
the tower massing, the transit hall, tower office lobby, Wynyard Lane 
and Shell House

For a full summary of the detailed design changes please refer to 
Appendix A.
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Tower massing 
East Elevation

Through design development the east elevation has undergone 
the following key refinements

•	 The primary mega columns have been clearly defined 
throughout the podium level simplifying the articulation and 
proportion on George Street providing a clean delineation 
between the adjacent buildings

•	 The realignment of the elevation has lead to an increase in 
the cantilever to the north of the building from 5.1m to 5.6m

Extract from DA2100 approved - east podium elevation 

•	 The 2m setback from the southern boundary to the tower 
element of the development has been maintained

•	 The extended balustrade at Level 9 has been removed and  
aligned with the massing setback, strengthening the concept 
of the individual blocks on George Street

5.1m 5.6m

Extract from DA2100 proposed - east podium elevation 

Level of 
balustrade 

reduced



Extract from DA9002 proposed - Illustrative View 03 Laneway View from George Street 

Extract from DA9002 approved - Illustrative View 03 Laneway View from George Street 
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5.1m

14.35m

Tower massing 
North cantilever George Street setback

Extract from DA2020 approved - Level 10 plan 

Through design development the structural resolution has 
reduced the distance of the setback of the northern cantilever 
from George Street

•	 This has reduced from 14.35m to 13m with no impact to the 
setting of the heritage building below

Wynyard Lane

George Street

Roof of 
285 George Street

below

5.6m

Extract from DA2020 proposed - Level 10 plan  

Wynyard Lane

George Street

Roof of 
285 George Street

below

Extract from DA9003 approved - Illustrative View 04 Hunter Street view Extract from DA9003 proposed - Illustrative View 04 Hunter Street view

13m



Tower massing 
East Elevation

In addition to the refinement of the building massing and 
articulation at podium level the top of the building has also been 
improved with the following changes;

•	 Removal of the lift over run - this has consolidated the 
massing at roof level and reduced the number of tiers.  The 
result of this is a refined expression of the individual massing 
‘blocks’

•	 Removal of the balustrade at level 29 - as this is not an 
accessible roof terrace this is not required

Extract from DA2100 approved - East elevation Extract from DA2100 proposed - East elevation 

Removal of 
lift over run

Removal of 
balustrade
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Tower massing 
Facade composition

Block A - 200mm deep fins

Block B - 100mm deep fins

Block C - 15mm cap

The architectural concept of the interlocking blocks previously 
expressed only two facade types.  The two facade types were 
located on the opposing elevations of each interlocking block.

During design development the interlocking block concept has 
been strengthened by expressing each block with its own 
cladding type.  The massing of the building can be broken down 
into three clear blocks, A, B and C.  The glazing to each of the 
blocks remains consistent with the variable between them being 
the treatment of the vertical fins.

Block A is treated as the primary block into which the other two 
blocks intersect.  This has the deepest fin at 200mm depth.  Block 
B has a fin depth of 100mm and Block C’s fin is replaced with a 
15mm vertical cap.

The subtle shift between the treatment of each block creates the 
contrast to distinguish each one, while maintaining the overall 
composition.

7   The City Tower
• A new bay is lifted and rotated again 

by 90 degrees, before locking into the 
northern frontage and cantilevering 
over 285 George Street.

• It frames and secures future views of 
the clock tower.

8   The Hall
• An expansive protective canopy runs 

from George Street to Wynyard Park, 
with retail, office and station pavilions 
below.

• The entire George Street frontage is 
lifted some 13m, to form a generous 
station entrance.

• To Carrington Street, the frontage is 
raised 8m to form the office entrance 
facing Wynyard Park. 

• A new laneway between Carrington 
and George Streets is created to the 
south.

9   Shell pavilion
• A pair of pavilions sits north and south 

of the clock tower.
• The location and proportion of the 

pavilions maintains views of the clock 
tower from the streets to the east and 
west. 

10   The four elements
1. The hall:
• New civic space and station entrance, 

linking the station, George Street and 
Wynyard Park.

2. The base:
• Anchoring and locking the building 

into its context.
3. The tower:
• Simple, elegant form, seemingly 

unhindered by site constraints.
4. The windows:
• Rotated block, opening up in response 

to the clearing of the city to the 
harbour.

11   Facade types
• Two facade expressions, running with 

the massing.
• The east and west have 300mm-deep 

fins closing up on oblique angles of 
the street, while the north and south 
are shallow fins expressing the more 
open context.

• The window rotates this to accentuate 
the rotation and reflect the closing of 
the view to the north and opening to 
the west.

12   The proposal
• Composed of elements, each in scale 

with its surroundings.
• Combined in response to the grain and 

scale of the street, and the views and 
skyline above.

• Regular, efficient orthogonal floors.
• A unique building form derived form 

its context and use.

Carrington Street

George Street

Carrington Street

George Street

Carrington Street

George Street

Carrington Street

George Street

Carrington Street

George Street

Original tower facade concept diagram - two facade types

Revised composition 
blocks A, B and C




