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Executive Summary 
Northern Coal Services 

Centennial Northern Coal Services (NCS) operations are located on the western side of Lake Macquarie, 
approximately 25 kilometres (km) south-west of Newcastle 140 km north of Sydney. NCS operations comprises of 
surface Coal Handling and Preparation Plant (CHPP) facilities at the Newstan Colliery Surface Site (NCSS) and 
Cooranbong Entry Site (CES), as well as private haul roads connecting Newstan Colliery, Awaba Colliery, CES and 
Eraring Power Station. NCS facilities are integral to the handling, processing and transport of coal from Newstan 
colliery (via conveyor) and Mandalong Mine (via an underground conveyor to CES then via private haul road to 
NCSS). 

Proposed Modification 

NCS is seeking to modify the development consent SSD-5145 (MOD 4) to allow for: 

• The development of the existing coal stockpile at the Cooranbong Entry Site to increase capacity from 
100,000 tonnes to 400,000 tonnes; 

• The construction of infrastructure associated with the modified stockpile footprint. This will include access 
tracks, lighting towers, water sprays, fencing and water management infrastructure; and 

• An administrative update to the SSD-5145 Schedule of Land. 

Proposed Amendment 

The proposed project amendment consists of reduction of the footprint of the proposed coal stockpile extension 
from 2.97 hectares to 2.93 hectares. 

The purpose of the project amendment is to ensure that the proposed stockpile extension is exclusively sited on 
Lot 7306 DP11642 to address issues raised with the application of the Streamlined Biodiversity Development 
Assessment Report (BDAR).  

Impact Assessment 

This Amendment Report assesses the potential impacts from the proposed project amendment. 

The proposed project amendment is minor in nature and reduces the disturbance footprint of the proposed 

stockpile expansion by approximately 0.04 hectares and will have no significant environmental impacts.  

Conclusion 

The proposed amendment is considered to be consistent with the Northern Coal Services SSD-5145 consent and 
will not change the nature of the development originally approved. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  iv 

Table of Contents 
1 Introduction 5 

1.1 Northern Coal Services 5 

1.2 Modification 4 Overview 7 

1.3 Project Amendment Overview 8 

1.4 Proponent 8 

1.5 Document Structure 8 

2 Strategic Context 8 

3 Proposed Amendment 10 

4 Statutory Context 12 

5 Stakeholder Engagement 12 

5.1 NSW Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure 12 

5.2 NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water - Conservation 

Programs, Heritage & Regulation 12 

5.3 Lake Macquarie City Council 12 

5.4 Newstan Community Consultative Committee 12 

6 Assessment of Impacts 12 

7 Justification for Amendment 12 

8 Conclusion 13 

9 References 13 

Appendix A 14 

 

Figures 

Figure 1: Regional Context 

Figure 2: Modification Extent 

Figure 3: Cooranbong Stockpile Site Land Ownership 

Figure 4: Stockpile Layout within Modification Report 

Figure 5: Proposed Amended Stockpile Layout 



 

   5 

1 Introduction 
1.1 Northern Coal Services 

Centennial Northern Coal Services (NCS) operations are located on the western side of Lake Macquarie, 
approximately 25 kilometres (km) south-west of Newcastle and 140 km north of Sydney.  NCS operations 
comprises the surface Coal Handling and Preparation Plant (CHPP) facilities at the Newstan Colliery Surface 
Site (NCSS) and Cooranbong Entry Site (CES), as well as private haul roads connecting Newstan Colliery, 
Awaba Colliery, CES and Eraring Power Station. NCS facilities are integral to the handling, processing and 
transport of coal from Newstan Colliery (via conveyor) and Mandalong Mine (via an underground conveyor 
to CES then via private haul road to NCSS). 

The regional locality and the NCS extent is shown on Figure 1. 

NCS operates under State Significant Development (SSD) consent SSD-5145, which was granted by the 
Minister for Planning on 29 September 2015. This approval has been modified on three occasions, the most 
recent (MOD5) was approved in July 2025. 

SSD-5145 is approved for: 

• Upgrades to coal handling and train loading infrastructure; 

• Processing of up to 8 Mtpa ROM coal through the NCS CHPP, representing ROM coal supplied from 
Newstan Colliery (up to 4.5 Mtpa), Mandalong Mine (up to 6 Mtpa), and Awaba Colliery (up to 0.88 

Mtpa); 

• Transporting up to 8 Mtpa of product coal through the NCS rail loading facilities by train to the Port 
of Newcastle; 

• Transporting up to 6 Mtpa of product coal via overland conveyor to Eraring Power Station; 

• Transporting up to 4.5 Mtpa of product coal by truck to Eraring Power Station utilising the Newstan-
Eraring private haul road; 

• Receiving coal from CES and coal and stone material from Awaba Colliery by truck utilising the 
Cooranbong and Newstan-Eraring private haul roads; and 

• Transporting reject material from the NCS CHPP to the Northern and Southern Reject Emplacement 
Areas and Hawkmount Quarry. 
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Figure 1: Regional Context 
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1.2 Modification 4 Overview 

NCS is seeking to modify the development consent SSD-5145 to allow for: 

• The development of the existing coal stockpile at the CES to increase capacity from 100,000 tonnes 
to 400,000 tonnes; 

• The construction of infrastructure associated with the modified stockpile footprint, including access 
tracks, lighting towers, water sprays, fencing and water management infrastructure; and 

• An administrative update to the SSD-5145 Schedule of Land. 

The proposed modification extent is shown on Figure 2. 

 

 

Figure 2: Modification Extent 
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1.3 Project Amendment Overview 

In direct response to feedback from Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 
(DCCEEW) Conservation Programs, Heritage & Regulation Group (CPHR), the footprint of the proposed coal 
stockpile extension has been revised from 2.97 hectares to 2.93 hectares to address issues raised with the 
application of the Streamlined Biodiversity Development Assessment Report (BDAR).  

The key amendments to the stockpile design include: 

• Amendment to the stockpile design and associated drainage to exclude the stockpile footprint from 
extending onto Lot 179 DP755218, specifically to ensure the proposal remains within the 
biodiversity clearing thresholds outlined in the Biodiversity Assessment Method 2020 (BAM 2020) 
to enable use of the Streamlined BDAR. 

1.4 Proponent 

Centennial Northern Coal Services Pty Ltd, Centennial Mandalong Pty Ltd (the controlling and operating 
entity of the Mandalong Mine) and Centennial Newstan Pty Ltd (the controlling and operating entity of the 

Newstan Colliery) are all fully owned subsidiaries of Centennial Coal Company Pty Ltd (Centennial). 

NCS is operated by Centennial Northern Coal Services Pty Limited (ABN 47 125 670 288), which is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Centennial.   

Centennial is an Australian mining company supplying domestic and export markets. Centennial is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Banpu Public Company Limited (Banpu). 

Centennial Northern Coal Services Pty Limited is the proponent for SSD-5145.   

1.5 Document Structure 

This document has been prepared in consideration of “State Significant Development Guidelines – preparing 

an Amendment Report” (DPIE, 2022). 

2 Strategic Context 
The strategic context of the Project the subject of Modification 4 is provided in Section 2 of the Modification 
Report. 

Section 2 of the Modification Report outlines the following in relation to strategic context: 

• General overview of location; 

• Land ownership; 

• Land use; and  

• Approved operations. 

Land ownership is show on Figure 3. 

The strategic context of Section 2 of the Modification Report remain unchanged in consideration of the 
proposed Project amendment. 
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Figure 3: Cooranbong Stockpile Site Land Ownership 
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3 Proposed Amendment 
In direct response to feedback from DCCEEW CPHR, the footprint of the proposed coal stockpile extension 
has been revised from 2.97 hectares to 2.93 hectares to address issues raised with the application of the 
Streamlined Biodiversity Development Assessment Report (BDAR). The key amendments to the stockpile 
design include: 

• Amendment to the stockpile design and associated drainage to exclude the stockpile footprint from 
extending onto Lot 179 DP755218, specifically to ensure the proposal remains within the 
biodiversity clearing thresholds outlined in the Biodiversity Assessment Method 2020 (BAM 2020) 

to enable use of the Streamlined BDAR. 

The Streamlined BDAR has been completed to address the identified issues and reflect revision to the 
stockpile area layout.  

Specifically, the Project footprint has been amended to exclude development on Lot 179 DP755218, 
ensuring that the disturbance area is entirely contained within Lot 7306 DP1164232, which has a minimum 
lot size of 40 hectares.  

The originally proposed stockpile layout is outlined on Figure 4. 

The amended stockpile layout is outlined on Figure 5.  

Amended Stockpile Layout design drawings are located within Appendix A. 

By limiting the extent of the disturbance to less than 3 hectares exclusively on Lot 7306 DP11642, the 
modification now complies with the eligibility criteria for the streamlined assessment pathway under the 
BAM 2020. 

Centennial co-ordinated a meeting with DCCEEW – CHPR on 4 June 2025 to review the revisions to the 
stockpile extent and compliance with the Streamlined BDAR guidelines. 

The updated Streamlined BDAR has been prepared in accordance with BAM 2020 requirements and 
includes: 

• A certified and signed report by an accredited assessor; 

• A finalised BAM-C Credit Summary Report, reflecting the revised disturbance area; and 

• Submission of all required data to the Biodiversity Offset Assessment Management System 
(BOAMS) for agency review. 

The revised Streamlined BDAR is contained within Appendix 3 of the Submissions Report.   
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Figure 4: Stockpile Layout within Modification Report 

 

 

Figure 5: Proposed Amended Stockpile Layout 
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4 Statutory Context 
The statutory context of the Project the subject of Modification 4 is provided in Section 4 of the Modification 
Report. 

The statutory context of Section 4 of the Modification Report is unchanged in consideration of the proposed 

Project amendment. 

5 Stakeholder Engagement 
5.1 NSW Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure 

Centennial briefed DPHI on the proposed project amendment on several occasions during the preparation 
of the Submissions Report. 

5.2 NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water - 
Conservation Programs, Heritage & Regulation 

Centennial co-ordinated a meeting with DCCEEW – CHPR on 4 June 2025 to review the revisions to the 
stockpile extent and compliance with the Streamlined BDAR guidelines. 

5.3 Lake Macquarie City Council 

Centennial briefed Lake Macquarie city Council (LMCC) representative on the proposed project amendment 
at the Newstan Community Consultative Committee (CCC) meeting on 17 July 2025. 

5.4 Newstan Community Consultative Committee 

Centennial briefed the Newstan CCC on the proposed Project amendment at meeting on 17 July 2025. 

6 Assessment of Impacts 
No additional environmental impacts beyond those assessed in the Modification Report would occur as a 
result of the proposed Project amendments.  

The reduction in area of disturbance from 2.97 hectares to 2.93 hectares represents a minor reduction in 
biodiversity impacts outlined within the Modification Report. 

7 Justification for Amendment 
The proposed Project amendment would not result in additional environmental impacts beyond those 
assessed in the Modification Report.  

Accordingly, the justification and evaluation outlined within the Modification Report that, on balance, the 
environmental, social and economic impacts of the Modification will generally be minor in nature remain 

valid. 
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8 Conclusion 
As a result of the proposed Project amendment consisting of reduced surface disturbance extent, the 
environmental impacts of the Project would be reduced compared to that presented in the Modification 
Report.  

Accordingly, the conclusion in the Modification Report that the Project is in the public interest with minor 

environmental impacts that can be appropriately managed, remains unchanged. 

9 References 
James Bailey and Associates, 2025. Cooranbong Entry Site Stockpile Extension Modification Report 

Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure, 2022. State Significant Development Guidelines – 
preparing an Amendment Report 
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FIRE SYSTEM UPGRADE INCLUDE:
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PUMP CONTROL ARRANGEMENT INCLUDING DUTY/STANDBY AND DUST CONTROL AUTOMATION TO BE
REVIEWED AT THE DETAIL DESIGN STAGE.
200mm POLY PIPE IS CONSIDERED SUITABLE, WATER HYDRANTS AND SPRAYS TO BE INSTALLED
ALONG THE ROAD TO SUIT THE NEW STOCKPILE ARRANGEMENT, SPACING OF HYDRANTS AND WATER
SPRAYS EQUIVALENT TO THE EXISTING.
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NOTES:
1. DESIGN IS INTENDED TO COMPLY WITH AS/NZS1158.3.1 LIGHTING SUB-CATEGORY PR3.
2. ELECTRICAL RETICULATION ROUTE AND PIT LOCATIONS ARE INDICATIVE ONLY. FINAL

LOCATIONS TO BE DETERMINED DURING DETAILED DESIGN AND DURING CONSTRUCTION IN
COORDINATION WITH THE CLIENT AND SITE SPECIFIC CONDITIONS.

3. NEW LIGHTS ARE TO BE FED FROM THE EXISTING L&P DISTRIBUTION AS NOTED ON THE
DRAWING. REFER TO DRAWING NO. 12609381-GHD-00-00-CI-00046 FOR FURTHER DETAILS.

4. POLE FOOTINGS TO BE DESIGNED BY OTHERS. THE FOOTING DESIGN SHALL BE BASED
ON THE SPECIFIC SITE CONDITIONS OF EACH POLE.

5. THE INFORMATION INCLUDED IN THESE DRAWINGS ARE FOR CONCEPT ONLY. ALL
EXISTING SERVICES MUST BE LOCATED PRIOR TO ANY EXCAVATION WORKS.

6. THE FINAL LIGHTING DESIGN IS TO COMPLY WITH THE AUSTRALIAN OBTRUSIVE
LIGHTING STANDARD AS/NZS 4282.

N
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NEW LIGHT FITTING DETAILS

REF.
IDENTIFIER

CONNECTED
PHASE POLE TYPE NUMBER OF

LUMINAIRES LUMINAIRE DETAILS LUMINAIRE(S)
MOUNTING HEIGHT

LUMINAIRE(S)
OUTREACH

LENGTH

LUMINAIRE
TILT ANGLE ADDITIONAL DETAILS

LP1 1,3
12m GALVANISED ROUND

TAPERED LIGHT POLE WITH
ACCESS DOOR AT THE BASE.

1
120W INDUSTRIAL
LED LUMINAIRE -
DARK LICHT D120

12m 0.5m 5°

BILL OF MATERIALS

ITEM
LENGTH (IF

APPLICABLE)
QUANTITY (IF
APPLICABLE)

LIGHT FITTING - 5
LIGHT POLE - 5

CABLE 750m
CONDUIT 750m

ELECTRICAL PIT AND LID
(665 x 665 x 920mm DEEP

POLYCRETE LID WITH
CLASS B LID)

- 5

ELECTRICAL PIT AND LID
(665 x 665 x 920mm DEEP

POLYCRETE LID WITH
CLASS D LID)

- 2

NOTES:
1. BILL OF MATERIALS IS PROVIDED FOR REFERENCE ONLY AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

UPON DETAILED DESIGN. CONTRACTOR TO MEASURE ALL DISTANCES PRIOR TO THE
PROCUREMENT OF MATERIALS.

2. EXISTING EXTERNAL LIGHTING CONTROL IS TO REMAIN. NEW LIGHTS ARE TO BE FED
FROM EXISTING LIGHTING CONTROL CIRCUITS.

3. ITEMS IN GRAY ARE EXISTING AND ARE INCLUDED IN THE DRAWINGS FOR INFORMATION
ONLY. WORKS ARE NOT PROPOSED ON ITEMS COLOURED GRAY.
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