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9. OLD NURSERY COMMEMORATIVE GARDEN 

9.1 Description 

Location 

The commemorative garden is located in the north eastern portion of a larger cyclone fenced park of 

approximately 0.8 hectares. The enclosure is situated immediately west of a group of administrative 

buildings currently housing the Defence Community Organisation and the Defence Support Group. 

Map Grid Locations (MGA datum):  

 Main grouping of plaques:   307891.6241539 

  Approximate boundary of commemorative area: (NW) 307851.6241557 

  (SW) 307844.6241535 

  (SE) 307911.6241535 

  (NE) 307920.6241545 

 Larger fenced off (former Nursery) area: (NW) 307794.6241566 

   (SW) 307783.6241507 

   (SE) 307897.6241477 

The Garden 

The fenced-off area consists of a regularly mowed open parkland with mature and younger native 

trees, together with some planted exotics. The whole of the enclosed area is thought to have 

originally served as the Second District Nursery, which one of the commemorative plaques states was 

opened here on the 29 August 1978. Alignments of mature trees interspersed by grassed areas, are 

indicative of former nursery activity areas. Subsequently the area has been developed as a 

recreational park with picnic tables, shelters and catering sheds. 

This commemorative garden is an informal portion of the enclosure at its north eastern end, where a 

number of large stones and rock edged garden beds (some with brass plaques), and associated 

plantings are situated. There is no formal or defined edge to commemorative portion of the garden, 

except for a cyclone boundary fence on the northern side. The boundary corners presented above are 

indicative and approximate only. 

The garden contains four commemorative plaques: 

 One relating to ‘pine trees’ from the Gallipoli ‘Lone Pine’ 

THESE PINE TREES WERE  

GROWN FROM SEEDS OBTAINED  

FROM THE LONE PINE TREES  

AT GALLIPOLI AND BROUGHT  

HOME TO AUSTRALIA BY  

GALLIPOLI VETERANS. 

 One commemorating the opening of the Second Military District Nursery 

SECOND MILITARY DISTRICT NURSERY  

OFFICIALLY OPENED ON THIS SITE BY  

Col. R.S. DEACON A.M. 

COMD 2MD 

ON TUESDAY 29 AUGUST 1978 
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 One in memory of Jack Darling1920 – 1983 

IN MEMORY OF JACK DARLING 

2 MARCH 1920 – 24 OCTOBER 1983 

A PLACE WHERE HE SPENT  

MANY PLEASANT MOMENTS 

 One noting the Grodno Winery origin of the border stones 

THIS ROCKERY WAS BUILT 

FROM STONES WHICH CAME FROM  

“GRONDNO WINERY”  

CIRCA 1870  

WHICH WAS LOCATED ON  

HOLSWORTHY FIRING RANGE 

The first three plaques have a similar appearance and font and may have been manufactured by the 

same party. All are mounted on sandstone, the first three are undressed natural stones, the first two 

are free-standing, and the fourth is on dressed stone and incorporated into a raised garden edge. 

There are four pine/cypress tree plantings in the garden. One, or perhaps all of these, may be the 

subject of the ‘Lone Pine’ commemorative plaque. The Australian War Memorial (AWM) has 

researched the history of ‘Lone Pine’ seedlings in Australia and traces their origin to two pine cones 

souvenired by two Australian soldiers and subsequently propagated by family members in the late 

1920s. Six seedlings are known from these original cones, all of which were planted in 

commemorative contexts, including a specimen planted by the Duke of Gloucester in 1934 at the 

AWM in Canberra. All of the Pines in the Moorebank commemorative garden are quite young and 

most likely date from the 1980s when seedlings and grafts from the AWM tree were made available to 

interested organisations, schools and clubs throughout Australia 

(http://www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/lone.asp). 

The ‘Grondno’ (sic) Winery plaque is mounted on an angled dressed stone and forms part of a raised 

circular garden edge of mortared dressed sandstone block surrounding a large mature Eucalypt. The 

use of pre-Defence era materials from the Grodno Winery site demonstrates a knowledge of local 

history and suggests that the garden’s creators sought to incorporate and recognise local heritage 

values, and to document the evolution of site use within the Moorebank precinct. 

Apart from an overarching military theme, the commemorative nature of the garden is informal, small 

scale, and appears to be relatively opportunistic.  
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Figure 9.1 General plan of Commemorative Garden in grounds of former nursery 
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Figure 9.2 Detailed plan of Commemorative Garden 
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9.2 Plans of Photograph Locations  
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Figure 9.3 Aerial photo of Commemorative garden area showing photo locations outside of 

garden boundaries. All numbers have a ‘CG’ prefix. (Base image from Google Earth Pro 2014, 

image date: 1/1/2009). 
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Figure 9.4 General plan of Commemorative garden photo locations. All numbers have a ‘CG’ 

prefix. 
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Figure 9.5 Detail plan of Commemorative garden photo locations. All numbers have a ‘CG’ 

prefix. 
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9.3 Digital Image Catalogue 

Image ID   Date Subject Direction 
looking 

Exp. 
variant 

Flash 
lighting 

Lens 
focal 
length Archive no. 

(prefix CG) 
Field 
no. 

000 000 00-00-00 xxxxxxx XXX +/- ✓ 000 

0001 1 02-07-14 Entrance to the defence community organisation, taken from outside garden SW   28 

0002 2 02-07-14 Entrance to the defence community organisation, taken from outside garden SW   11 

0003 3 02-07-14 General view from outside fence of commemorative garden area W +   

0004 4 02-07-14 General view from outside fence of commemorative garden area W   10 

0005 5 02-07-14 General view of garden W    

0006 6 02-07-14 General view of garden W +   

0007 7 02-07-14 General view W   10 

0008 8 02-07-14 Garden and picnic areas W   10 

0009 9 02-07-14 North-eastern portion of garden, general view    10 

0010 10 02-07-14 View of pond feature E   10 

0011 11 02-07-14 General view of southwest portion of garden     

0012 12 02-07-14 General view of centre north of garden     

0013 13 02-07-14 View of eastern section of garden E   10 

0014 14 02-07-14 Looking towards northwest corner, general view NW   10 

0015 15 02-07-14 General view looking northeast NE   20 

0016 16 02-07-14 General view from southwest corner E   10 

0017 17 02-07-14 From southwest corner N -  17 

0018 18 02-07-14 (See above) Bracketed with previous image N   17 

0019 19 02-07-14 General view from northwest corner E   13 

0020 20 02-07-14 General view from outside fence SE   10 

0021 21 02-07-14 General view from centre of garden SE   10 

0022 22 02-07-14 General view from centre of garden SE   20 

0023 23 02-07-14 Looking towards building B11 E   20 

0024 24 02-07-14 Looking from car park and B11 W +  20 

0025 25 02-07-14 Looking from car park and B11 W   20 

0026 26 02-07-14 Looking towards B11 SE -  14 
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Image ID   Date Subject Direction 
looking 

Exp. 
variant 

Flash 
lighting 

Lens 
focal 
length Archive no. 

(prefix CG) 
Field 
no. 

0027 27 02-07-14 Looking towards B11, exposure corrected SE    

0028 28 02-07-14 B11 in context from SE NW   12 

0029 29 02-07-14 B11 in context from E W   20 

0030 30 02-07-14 From outside fence  +  10 

0031 31 02-07-14 From outside fence    10 

0032 32 02-07-14 From outside fence, looking at area of commemorative plaques S   20 

0033 33 02-07-14 Large eucalypt with vineyard stone surround S +  20 

0034 34 02-07-14 Large eucalypt with vineyard stone surround S   20 

0035 35 02-07-14 Context shot of B11 SW -  20 

0036 36 02-07-14 Context shot of B11 SW   20 

0037 37 02-07-14 Context shot of commemorative section of garden SE +  12 

0038 38 02-07-14 Context shot of commemorative section of garden SE   20 

0039 39 02-07-14 General context of commemorative section of garden SW +  10 

0040 40 02-07-14 General context of commemorative section of garden SW   10 

0041 41 02-07-14 General context of commemorative section of garden SW   20 

0042 42 02-07-14 General context of commemorative section of garden SW +  20 

0043 43 02-07-14 Looking towards commemorative section of garden NW   10 

0044 44 02-07-14 Looking towards commemorative section of garden NW   17 

0045 45 02-07-14 Looking towards commemorative section of garden NW  ✓ 17 

0046 46 02-07-14 Looking towards commemorative section of garden NW  ✓ 17 

0047 47 02-07-14 Looking at "reservoir" S   13 

0048 48 02-07-14 Looking at commemorative section of garden W +  13 

0049 49 02-07-14 Looking at commemorative section of garden    13 

0050 50 02-07-14 Two memorial stones from southeast NW  ✓ 35 

0051 51 02-07-14 Two memorial stones from southeast NW  ✓ 35 

0052 52 02-07-14 Two memorial stones from southeast NW - ✓ 35 

0053 53 02-07-14 Two memorial stones from southeast, closer NW - ✓ 35 

0054 54 02-07-14 Detail of plaque on larger stone NW  ✓ 35 

0055 55 02-07-14 Detail of plaque on larger stone NW   35 
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Image ID   Date Subject Direction 
looking 

Exp. 
variant 

Flash 
lighting 

Lens 
focal 
length Archive no. 

(prefix CG) 
Field 
no. 

0056 56 02-07-14 Detail of plaque on small stone NW   35 

0057 57 02-07-14 Detail of plaque on small stone NW  ✓ 35 

0058 58 02-07-14 Close up of plaque on small stone NW  ✓ 35 

0059 59 02-07-14 Close up of plaque on small stone NW -  35 

0060 60 02-07-14 Stones from side NE   35 

0061 61 02-07-14 Stones from side NE  ✓ 35 

0062 62 02-07-14 Stones from rear SE -  35 

0063 63 02-07-14 Stones from rear SE  ✓ 35 

0064 64 02-07-14 Stones from rear SE   35 

0065 65 02-07-14 Stones from rear SE  ✓ 35 

0066 66 02-07-14 Stones from side SW   35 

0067 67 02-07-14 Lone pine tree W   30 

0068 68 02-07-14 Lone pine tree W -  28 

0069 69 02-07-14 Lone pine S   28 

0070 70 02-07-14 Lone pine S -  28 

0071 71 02-07-14 Lone pine from west E -  28 

0072 72 02-07-14 Lone pine from west E   28 

0073 73 02-07-14 Lone pine from base looking up    28 

0074 74 02-07-14 Lone pine from base looking up  -  28 

0075 75 02-07-14 Two rocks at base of lone pine SE +  28 

0076 76 02-07-14 Two rocks at base of lone pine SE   28 

0077 77 02-07-14 Two rocks at base of lone pine SW -  28 

0078 78 02-07-14 Two rocks at base of lone pine SW   28 

0079 79 02-07-14 Two rocks at base of lone pine NW   28 

0080 80 02-07-14 Two rocks at base of lone pine NW -  28 

0081 81 02-07-14 Two rocks at base of lone pine NW +  28 

0082 82 02-07-14 Close up of standing stone at base of lone pine S   28 

0083 83 02-07-14 Close up of standing stone at base of lone pine S  ✓ 28 
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Image ID   Date Subject Direction 
looking 

Exp. 
variant 

Flash 
lighting 

Lens 
focal 
length Archive no. 

(prefix CG) 
Field 
no. 

0084 84 02-07-14 Detail of plaque on standing stone S   50 

0085 85 02-07-14 Detail of plaque on standing stone S  ✓ 50 

0086 86 02-07-14 Detail of plaque on standing stone S   50 

0087 87 02-07-14 Detail of plaque on standing stone S  ✓ 50 

0088 88 02-07-14 Context of stones at base of lone pine S   35 

0089 89 02-07-14 Context of stones at base of lone pine S  ✓ 35 

0090 90 02-07-14 Context of stones at base of lone pine S + ✓ 35 

0091 91 02-07-14 Context of stones at base of lone pine S ++ ✓ 35 

0092 92 02-07-14 Large eucalypt with winery stones N   28 

0093 93 02-07-14 Large eucalypt with winery stones NE   28 

0094 94 02-07-14 Large eucalypt with winery stones looking east from B11 E   28 

0095 95 02-07-14 Large eucalypt with winery stones looking west from east fence W   28 

0096 96 02-07-14 Detail of garden bed (winery stones) N   28 

0097 97 02-07-14 Detail of garden bed (winery stones) N  ✓ 28 

0098 98 02-07-14 Detail of garden bed (winery stones) E   28 

0099 99 02-07-14 Detail of garden bed (winery stones) E  ✓ 28 

0100 100 02-07-14 Detail of garden bed (winery stones) S   28 

0101 101 02-07-14 Detail of garden bed (winery stones) W   28 

0102 102 02-07-14 Detail of garden bed (winery stones) W + ✓ 28 

0103 103 02-07-14 Detail of garden bed (winery stones) W  ✓ 28 

0104 104 02-07-14 Large eucalypt, looking up at crown     

0105 105 02-07-14 Large eucalypt, looking up at crown     

0106 106 02-07-14 Detail of plaque N   35 

0107 107 02-07-14 Detail of plaque N  ✓ 35 

0108 108 02-07-14 Close up of plaque N    

0109 109 02-07-14 Close up of plaque N  ✓  

0110 110 02-07-14 Plaque stone in profile SE   35 

0111 111 02-07-14 Plaque stone in profile SE  ✓ 35 
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Image ID   Date Subject Direction 
looking 

Exp. 
variant 

Flash 
lighting 

Lens 
focal 
length Archive no. 

(prefix CG) 
Field 
no. 

0112 112 02-07-14 Plaque stone in profile, vertical format SE  ✓ 35 

0113 113 02-07-14 B11 hut W   35 

0114 114 02-07-14 B11 hut W + ✓ 35 

0115 115 02-07-14 B11 hut W  ✓ 35 

0116 116 02-07-14 B11 hut N   35 

0117 117 02-07-14 B11 hut N  ✓ 35 

0118 118 02-07-14 B11 hut with car park and garden bed context E    

0119 119 02-07-14 B11 hut E   35 

0120 120 02-07-14 B11 hut E  ✓ 35 

0121 121 02-07-14 B11 hut E + ✓ 35 

0122 122 02-07-14 B11 hut E ++ ✓ 35 

0123 123 02-07-14 B11 hut E   35 

0124 124 02-07-14 B11 from north S   12 

0125 125 02-07-14 B11 oblique SW   28 

0126 126 02-07-14 B11 oblique SW ++ ✓ 28 

0127 127 02-07-14 B11 oblique SW + ✓ 28 

0128 128 02-07-14 B11 oblique SW + ✓ 28 

0129 129 02-07-14 B11 oblique SW   28 

0130 130 02-07-14 B11 hut NE   28 

0131 131 02-07-14 B11 hut NE -  28 

0132 132 02-07-14 Inside B11 looking at E wall NE   10 

0133 133 02-07-14 Inside B11 looking at E wall NE -  10 

0134 134 02-07-14 Inside B11 looking at E wall NE  ✓ 10 

0135 135 02-07-14 Southern internal wall of B11 SW   10 

0136 136 02-07-14 Southern internal wall of B11 SW  ✓ 10 

0137 137 02-07-14 Western internal wall of B11 NW -  10 

0138 138 02-07-14 Western internal wall of B11 NW  ✓ 10 

0139 139 02-07-14 Northern internal wall of B11 N   10 

0140 140 02-07-14 Northern internal wall of B11 N  ✓ 10 
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Image ID   Date Subject Direction 
looking 

Exp. 
variant 

Flash 
lighting 

Lens 
focal 
length Archive no. 

(prefix CG) 
Field 
no. 

0141 141 02-07-14 Ceiling of B11 NE   10 

0142 142 02-07-14 Ceiling of B11 NE  ✓ 10 

0143 143 02-07-14 Floor of B11 SW   10 

0144 144 02-07-14 Floor of B11 SW  ✓ 10 

0145 145 02-07-14 Detail of northern interior wall showing hand writing N   15 

0146 146 02-07-14 Detail of northern interior wall showing hand writing N  ✓ 15 

0147 147 02-07-14 Rock edging of garden bed by B11    15 

0148 148 02-07-14 Rock edging of garden bed by B11 NE   15 

0149 149 02-07-14 Rock edged garden bed SW   17 

0150 150 02-07-14 Rock edged garden bed SE   17 

0151 151 02-07-14 Rock edged garden bed S   20 

0152 152 02-07-14 Rock edged garden bed E   20 

0153 153 02-07-14 Rock edged garden bed N   20 

0154 154 02-07-14 Rock edged garden bed N  ✓ 20 

0155 155 02-07-14 Rock edged garden bed W   20 

0156 156 02-07-14 Open picnic shelter and three tables    20 

0157 157 02-07-14 Open picnic shelter and three tables S   20 

0158 158 02-07-14 Two circular picnic tables NE   20 

0159 159 02-07-14 Detail of east circular picnic table NE   20 

0160 160 02-07-14 Detail of east circular picnic table N   20 

0161 161 02-07-14 Looking east at overgrown pond E   13 

0162 162 02-07-14 Remnant stone lined embankment of pond   ✓ 10 

0163 163 02-07-14 Remnant stone lined embankment of pond  - ✓ 10 

0164 164 02-07-14 Remnant stone lined embankment of pond (camera strap)  - ✓ 10 

0165 165 02-07-14 Remnant stone lined embankment of pond (without camera strap)   ✓ 10 

 



  

School of Military Engineering, Steele Barracks, Moorebank NSW - Cultural Heritage Archival Recordings  287  
Navin Officer Heritage Consultants  October 2014 

9.4 Photographic Thumbnail Compendium 
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