
 

Gundary Solar Farm  Appendices 
22223_R06_Gundary EIS_Final  11-11 

 

 

  

APPENDIX 11 

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

















GUNDARY SOLAR FARM – LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT  

envisageconsulting.com.au 

52 

 
Figure 7-3: Goulburn Development Opportunities66 

7.2.3 Assessment of impact on landscape character 

The impact of the Project on Goulburn city’s landscape character is assessed in Table 7-1.  The 
assessment is focussed on direct impacts to landscape character. Impact to views of the wider landscape 
are assessed in SECTION 7.3. 

The table describes and rates the sensitivity of the city’s landscape character to the Project, and the 
predicted magnitude of change the Project would have on the city’s landscape character. The two 
aspects of sensitivity and magnitude have been combined to achieve an overall predicted impact level to 
character.  

7.2.4 Summary of impact to landscape character 

The assessed impact to landscape character is low. It is not anticipated that the Project would affect the 
regional city’s scenic quality or landscape character experienced from the city’s urban precincts, growth 
fringe precincts, heritage conservation areas or heritage items. Given its distance from the city centre, its 
relative low-profile height, and dark visually recessive colour it is not anticipated that the Project would 
affect the regional city’s scenic quality or landscape character experienced from the city’s urban precincts, 
growth fringe precincts, heritage conservation areas or heritage items.   

 
66 Figure 24, p114, of the Urban and Fringe Housing Strategy 
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7.3 Impact on views 

7.3.1 Project visibility 

Figure 5-1 showed the Project zone of theoretical visibility (ZTV) to 4 km from the Project Area (to 
identify assessable viewpoints in accordance with the Technical Supplement). Although visibility becomes 
increasingly more difficult with distance, Figure 7-4 shows the ZTV projected to a radius of 12 km to 
identify ‘theoretically’ visible areas of Goulburn City. Locations ‘theoretically’ in line-of-sight include parts 
of identified urban precincts such as Central Goulburn, Eastgrove, Garfield, West Victoria Park, Ifield and 
Mt Gray (which extends to Rocky Hill War Memorial); and parts of the fringe precincts including 
Mountain Ash and Brisbane Grove. 

The visibility map accounts for topography and line of sight, however, does not account for intervening 
elements such as vegetation or buildings which could obstruct views. Therefore, the projected direct line 
of sight is ‘theoretical’ and must be confirmed on site.  

7.3.2 Assessed viewpoints 

‘Theoretically’ visible areas within the city and fringe were accessed during site inspections. Visibility was 
generally very limited, with the Project Area not visible from most publicly accessible streets within the 
city’s urban areas (the view was obstructed by buildings and vegetation), and only visible from very few, 
elevated locations. 

Publicly accessible, regional city viewpoints (RCVP) within the zone of ‘theoretical’ visibility, that 
represent popular locations (frequently visited by residents and tourists), existing elevated residential 
locations, and proposed fringe residential areas, have been selected for assessment. The viewpoints are 
located on Figure 7-4, and are identified as: 

RCVP 1 Mountain Ash precinct (future growth area). 

RCVP 2 Brisbane Grove precinct (future growth area). 

RCVP 3 Rocky Hill War Memorial (public lookout and significant local landmark). 

RCVP 4 Auburn Street overlooking Belmore Park (public road). 

RCVP 5 Eldon Street near (former) St. John’s Orphanage/Gill Memorial Boys’ Home 
(vacant private property). 

RCVP 6 Montague Street overlooking the Anglican Cathedral (public road). 

RCVP 7 Goulburn Brewery (private property visited by tourists and residents). 

RCVP 8 South Goulburn McDonalds carpark (private property visited by tourists). 

7.3.1 Assessment of Impact to views 

Photomontages of the view from each of the assessed regional city viewpoints are provided in Appendix 
F. Included is an image showing the existing view, an analytical view (showing the Project location in 
white so it is more visible), and photomontage of the likely future view of the Project (a photomontage 
is not included if there is no view of the Project). Note that, to view each photomontage most realistically 
(i.e. portraying most closely the view that would be seen in the landscape), enlarge each image to A3 
size (on screen or in print), then, view the image a comfortable arm’s length away. 

Viewed from the distance of Goulburn City and fringe growth areas, the proposed solar farm would be 
mostly inconspicuous. The solar modules would be dark in colour and visually recede (with distance) 
into the landscape. Vegetation within the surrounding cultivated landscape, and the background 
vegetated ridges, would maintain the dominant ‘natural’ landscape characteristics within the view.  

Assessment results are presented in Table 7-2.  
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