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Preliminary Assessment Tools

Figure 1 Preliminary Assessment Tool 1: Visual Magnitude
(Source: Visual Assessment Bulletin)

Figure 2 Preliminary Assessment Tool 2: Multiple Wind Turbines 
(Source: Visual Assessment Bulletin)

1.2 Preliminary Assessment Tool 2: Multiple Wind Turbine Tool

The Multiple Wind Turbine Tool provides a preliminary indication of potential cumulative impacts arising 
from the proposed wind energy project. To establish whether the degree to which dwellings or key 
public viewpoints may be impacted by multiple wind turbines, the proponent must map into six sectors 
of 60° any proposed turbines, and any existing or approved turbines within eight kilometres of each 
dwelling or key public viewpoint. Figure 2 below provides examples of where a dwelling or key public 
viewpoint may have views to turbines in multiple 60° sectors.

1.1 Preliminary Assessment Tool 1: Visual Magnitude

The Visual Magnitude Threshold is based on the height of the proposed wind turbines to the tip of the 
blade and distance from dwellings or key public viewpoints as shown in Figure 1. 

In accordance with the Bulletin: proposed turbines below the black line must be identified along with the 
dwellings or key public viewpoints as part of the request for SEARs.  The proposed wind turbines are 
based on a worst case scenario with a tip height of 280 metres. 

The ‘black line ‘intersects at a distance of 3,750 metres 
The ‘blue line’ intersects at 5,500 metres

For the purpose of the Preliminary Assessment, the Visual Magnitude thresholds are based on a 2D 
assessment of the Project alone. Further assessment indicates factors such as topography, relative 
distance and existing vegetation may minimise or eliminate the impacts of the project from residences.

Revised Preliminary Assessment Tools

Results of Preliminary Assessment Tool 2: 
- Reduction of 1 non-involved dwelling with three (3) 60 degree sectors (from four to three)
- No change to results of non-involved dwellings with four (4) 60 degree sectors
Refer to Figures 7 & 8.

Results of Preliminary Assessment Tool 1: 
- Reduction of 5 non-involved dwellings within the black line of visual magnitude (from 45 to 40)
- Increase of 2 non-involved dwellings within the blue line (from 41 to 43)
Refer to Figure 5 & 6



Layout Comparison

Figure 3. Layout Comparison - 2021 and 2022 Layout (Map Source: Six Maps 2011)

Layout Comparison
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Notes:
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Layout Comparison

Figure 4. Layout Comparison (non-involved dwellings within 8 km)- 2021 and 2022 Layout (Map Source: Six Maps 2011)
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Notes:

No additional dwellings have been identified within the 8 km 

radius from nearest turbine for the 2022 layout.
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Visual Magnitude

Figure 5. Visual Magnitude - 2021 Layout (Map Source: Six Maps 2011)

Visual Magnitude
2021 Layout

Results of Visual Magnitude Tool:

45 Non-involved dwellings within 3,750 m (Black Line)

41 Non-involved dwellings within 5,500 m (Blue Line)
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Visual Magnitude

Figure 6. Visual Magnitude - 2022 Layout (Map Source: Six Maps 2011)

Visual Magnitude
2022 Layout

Results of Visual Magnitude Tool:

40 Non-involved dwellings within 3,750 m (Black Line)

43 Non-involved dwellings within 5,500 m (Blue Line)
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Figure 7. Multiple Wind Turbine Tool (2021 Layout) (Map Source: Six Maps 2011)

Multiple Wind Turbine Tool
2021 Layout

Results of Multiple Wind Turbine Tool:

Three (3) 60 Degree Sectors =

Four (4) Non-associated Dwellings

Four (4) 60 Degree Sectors = 

Four (4) Non-involved Dwellings
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Figure 8. Multiple Wind Turbine Tool (2022 Layout) (Map Source: Six Maps 2011)
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Results of Multiple Wind Turbine Tool:
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Figure 0. Zone of Visual Influence (2021 Layout) (Map Source: Six Maps 2011)

Zone of Visual Influence
2021 Layout
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Figure 10. Zone of Visual Influence (2022 Layout) (Map Source: Six Maps 2011)
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Proposed Turbine Location (2021 Layout)
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Proposed Turbine Location (2021 Layout)
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Proposed Turbine Location (2021 Layout)
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Proposed Turbine Location (2021 Layout)
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