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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd (Austral) has been commissioned by Woolworths Limited (the 
proponent) to prepare an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment (ACHA) in advance of the 
proposed development for the construction of a warehouse and distribution centre at 11-13 Percy 
Street (Lots 1 and 2, DP1183821), Auburn, New South Wales (NSW) (the study area).  

The location of the study area is shown in Figure 1.1, Figure 1.2, Figure 1.3 and Figure 1.4, and 
is situated within the Cumberland City Council Local Government Area (LGA). The boundaries of 
the property fall within the area overseen by the Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land Council 
(MLALC). The study area is located approximately 17 kilometres west of the Sydney CBD. The 
study area is bounded by Percy Street to the west, an industrial estate (SP 73204) to the north, 
Haslams Creek to the east and office buildings (SP 75541) to the south.  

The proposed development within the study area will include the demolition of the two existing 
factory buildings and the construction of a warehouse and distribution centre. As such, the 
proposed impacts are likely to consist of large scale bulk earthworks throughout much of the 
study area due to the construction of new buildings, foundations, demolition works and 
subsurface excavations for delivery of services. 

Austral previously prepared Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Due Diligence Advice for the study area 
for the proposed development, which did not identify any areas of potential for containing 
Aboriginal archaeological material (Austral Archaeology 2020a). Woolworths Limited was issued 
Planning Secretaryôs Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs) which require for the 
preparation of an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIS) for the proposed development. As 
outlined in Condition 5 of the SEARs, it is understood that the proponent requires an ACHA to be 
undertaken in accordance with the relevant guidelines (SSD-10470).  

The aim of this assessment is to document the result of consultation with Aboriginal stakeholders, 
as well as results of the Aboriginal archaeological survey undertaken as part of the proposed 
development, to re-examine the archaeological potential and significance of the study area and 
inform the potential impacts to Aboriginal cultural heritage within the proposed area of 
development.  

PREDICTED NATURE OF ARCHAEOLOGY WITHIN THE STUDY AREA  

The general studies of the Auburn and Greater Sydney region, the specific investigations 
surrounding the study area and the search of the AHIMS database have helped to predict what 
certain site types can be expected during the test excavations for this assessment. These are: 

¶ Stone artefacts are unlikely to be present due to the continuous historical occupation and 
disturbance that has occurred within the study area.  

¶ Scarred trees are unlikely to be present due to the lack of old growth vegetation within 
the study area. 

¶ Pigment rock art sites are unlikely to be present due to a lack of suitable geological 
requirements (sandstone overhangs). 

¶ Engraved rock art sites are unlikely to be present due to a lack of suitable geological 
requirements (exposed sandstone bedrock). 

¶ Grinding grooves are unlikely to be present due to a lack of suitable geological 
requirements (exposed bedrock near to a water source). 

¶ Ceremonial grounds are unlikely to be present due to their general rarity within New 
South Wales. 

¶ Burials are unlikely to be present due the lack of deep sandy locations suitable for burial. 

¶ Shell middens are unlikely to be present due to the high level of historical disturbance 
within the study area.  
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¶ Stone arrangements are unlikely to be present due to their general rarity within New 
South Wales. 

ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY CONSULTATION  

Consultation with Aboriginal stakeholders has been completed in accordance with the Aboriginal 
cultural heritage consultation requirements for proponents 2010 (DECCW 2010) [Consultation 
Requirements]. A summary of this process is included below. 

 

Stage Component Commenced Completed 

Stage 1 Letters to agencies 11/06/2020 N/A 

Registration of stakeholders 03/07/2020 17/07/2020 

Stage 2 Project information 21/07/2020 N/A 

Stage 3 Review of project methodology 21/07/2020 18/08/2020 

Stage 4 Review of ACHA by Aboriginal stakeholders 04/09/2020 02/10/2020 

Further information on the consultation completed for the project can be found in Section 3 and 
Appendix C of this report. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The following recommendations have been developed after considering the archaeological 
context, environmental information, consultation with the local Aboriginal community, the findings 
of the archaeological survey and the predicted impact of the proposed development on 
archaeological resources. It is recommended that: 

1) No further Aboriginal archaeological works are required to be undertaken. 

2) All contractors undertaking earthworks on site should be briefed on the protection of 
Aboriginal heritage objects under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 and the 
penalties for damage to these items.  

3) A copy of this report should be forwarded to all Aboriginal stakeholder groups who have 
registered an interest in the project and to the AHIMS Registrar 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd (Austral) has been commissioned by Woolworths Limited (the 
proponent) to prepare an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment (ACHA) in advance of the 
proposed development for the construction of a warehouse and distribution centre at 11-13 Percy 
Street (lots 1 and 2, DP1183821), Auburn, New South Wales (NSW) (the Study Area).  

The location of the study area is shown in Figure 1.1, Figure 1.2, Figure 1.3 and Figure 1.4 and is 
situated within the Cumberland City Council Local Government Area (LGA). The boundaries of 
the property also fall within the area overseen by the Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land Council 
(MLALC). The study area is located approximately 17 kilometres west of the Sydney CBD. The 
study area is bounded by Percy Street to the west, an industrial estate (SP 73204) to the north, 
Haslams Creek to the east and office buildings (SP 75541) to the south.  

Woolworths Limited proposes to demolish the existing buildings present within the study area and 
construct a warehouse and distribution centre for online sales. The proposed impacts, as a result 
of this development, are therefore likely to consist of large scale bulk earthworks throughout 
much of the study area due to the construction of new buildings, foundations, demolition works 
and subsurface excavations for delivery of services. 

Austral previously prepared Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Due Diligence Advice for the study area 
for the proposed development, which did not identify any areas of potential for containing 
Aboriginal archaeological material (Austral Archaeology 2020a). Woolworths Limited was issued 
Planning Secretaryôs Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs) which require for the 
preparation of an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIS) for the proposed development. As 
outlined in Condition 5 of the SEARs, it is understood that the proponent requires an ACHA to be 
undertaken in accordance with the relevant guidelines. 

The aim of this assessment is to document the result of consultation with Aboriginal stakeholders, 
as well as results of the Aboriginal archaeological survey undertaken as part of the proposed 
development, to re-examine the archaeological potential and significance of the study area and 
inform the potential impacts to Aboriginal cultural heritage within the proposed area of 
development.  
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Figure 1.1 Location of the Study Area 
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Figure 1.2 Aerial imagery of the study area 
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Figure 1.3 Detailed Aerial Imagery of the Study Area 
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Figure 1.4 Cadastral Boundaries Associated with the Study Area 

  

mailto:info@australarch.com.au
http://www.australarchaeology.com.au/

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































