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 Introduction 

1.1.1 Project background and scope 

St Philip’s Christian Education Foundation Ltd (the proponent) is seeking approval for alterations 

and additions to St Philip’s Christian Collage Cessnock campus at 10 Lomas Lane (including Lot 1 

DP126765, Lot 1 DP744377 and Lot 518 DP837571). In January 2022, the proponent submitted a 

State Significant Development (SSD-10360337) under Division 4.7 of the Environmental Planning 

and Assessment Act 1979.  

An ACHAR was prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage, in November 2021 and subsequently 

updated in 2024 (McCardle Cultural Heritage 2024), who identified that part of a Potential 

Archaeological Deposit (PAD) identified as AHIMS ID 37-6-2101 (St Philip’s PAD 1) is located within 

the project area and will be impacted by the proposed development.  

Archaeological test excavations of AHIMS ID 37-6-2101 (St Philip’s PAD 1) were completed by 

Artefact Heritage and Environment Pty Ltd (Artefact) in July 2025 in accordance with the Code of 

Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal objects in NSW (Code of Practice) 

(Department of Environmental, Climate Change, and Water [DECCW] 2010). As a result of the test 

excavations, Artefact identified three new Aboriginal sites: SPC AS 11, SPC AS12 and SPC AS13.  

A remediation exclusion area (SPC7) is located within the study area but will not be impacted by the 

proposed works. An Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan was prepared by Umwelt in 

2025 to fulfil certain requirements of a Direction to Carry Out Remedial Works (the Direction) issued 

by DCCEEW on 5 July 2024. The Direction resulted from an investigation by DCCEEW into possible 

harm caused to SPC7 (AHIMS #37-6-2103), SPC9 (AHIMS #37-6-2105) and SPC10 (AHIMS #37-6-

2106) during ground disturbance activities within the study area without an Aboriginal Heritage 

Impact Permit (AHIP) in place.  Currently, the proposed works footprint is mapped to extend into 

southwest corner of the remediation exclusion area, with a temporary sediment basis for use during 

construction, and the corner of the proposed Aquatic Centre building footprint. The Project Engineer 

and Architect have confirmed that these elements can be relocated or removed from the exclusion 

area without the need for redesign so this area will not be harmed. The remediation exclusion zone, 

SP7, SP9 and SP10 will not be harmed by the current proposed works. 

This addendum ACHAR has been prepared to seek comment from Registered Aboriginal Parties on 

the cultural significance of the sites identified as a result of the test excavation and provide clarity on 

impacts to the remediation exclusion zone (SP7). It provides a revised assessment of the cultural 

heritage values, significance and proposed impacts as a result of the proposed works.  

1.1.2 Study area 

The study area (Figure 1) is located at St Philip’s Christian Collage Cessnock campus on the corner 

of Lomas Lane and Wine Country Drive, in Nulkaba NSW (Lot 1 DP126765, Lot 1 DP744377 and 



St Philips Christian College, Cessnock 
Addendum – Aboriginal Heritage Cultural Assessment Report 

  
Page 2 

 

Lot 518 DP837571) which is situated within the Cessnock City Council Local Government Area 

(LGA) and within the boundaries of the Mindaribba Local Aboriginal Land Council (LALC). Only 

portions of PAD 1 that overlapped with the proposed work footprint was subject to test excavations.  

1.1.3 Proposed development  

The proposed works consist of alterations and additions to St Philips Christian 

College Cessnock campus, including additions to the junior, middle and senior 

school buildings, admin and welcome centre building, library, trade raining centre, 

canteen / café hub, performing arts centre, sports hall, outdoor chapel, Narina, 

café, boardwalks, D.A.L.E and the aquatic centre (McCardle 2024) 

Earthworks and fill are also included as part of the proposed works (Figure 1).  

The proposed works are illustrated in Figure 3. 
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Figure 1: Location of study area for Artefact (2025) test excavations 
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Figure 2: Proposed works showing ‘approximate area of disturbance’ (Source: St Philips Christian Education Foundation Ltd, 2024) 
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Figure 3: Proposed construction works, including concrete footpaths and road pavements (Source: St Philips Christian Education Foundation Ltd, 
2024) 
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 Legislative context 

1.2.1 National Parks & Wildlife Act 1974 

The NPW Act provides statutory protection for all Aboriginal ‘objects’ as defined under Section 83 of 

the Act, (consisting of any material evidence of the Aboriginal occupation of NSW) and for 

‘Aboriginal Places’ as defined under Section 84 (areas of cultural significance to the Aboriginal 

community). Under Section 86 of the NPW Act. Aboriginal objects are afforded automatic statutory 

protection in NSW whereby it is an offence to harm or desecrate an Aboriginal object.  

The NPW Act defines an Aboriginal ‘object’ as: 

…any deposit, object or material evidence (not being a handicraft for sale) 

relating to indigenous and non-European habitation of the area that comprises 

New South Wales, being habitation before or concurrent with the occupation of 

that area by persons of non-Aboriginal European extraction, and includes 

Aboriginal remains. 

An Aboriginal Place is declared by the Minister, in recognition of its special significance with respect 

to Aboriginal culture. Under Section 86 of the NPW Act Aboriginal objects and places are protected. 

Section 86 provides for two offences relating to Aboriginal objects and one offence concerning 

Aboriginal places and establishes penalties and fines for the harm or desecration of an Aboriginal 

object or place. All Aboriginal objects, whether recorded or not are protected under the NPW Act. 

This addendum ACHAR seeks to comply with the guidelines and regulations associated with the 

NPW Act, by assisting the proponent in meeting their obligations under the NPW Act.  

1.2.2 Native Title Act 1994 

The Native Title Act 1994 was introduced to work in conjunction with the Commonwealth Native Title 

Act 1993. Native Title claims, registers and Indigenous Land Use Agreements are administered 

under the Act. A search of the National Native Title Tribunal database was completed on 25 July 

2025. No Native Title claims overlap with the study area. 

1.2.3 Aboriginal Land Right Act 1983 

The Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 (ALR Act) established Aboriginal Land Councils (at State and 

Local levels). These bodies have a statutory obligation under the ALR Act to: 

(a) take action to protect the culture and heritage of Aboriginal persons in the 

council’s area, subject to any other law, and 

(b) promote awareness in the community of the culture and heritage of Aboriginal 

persons in the council’s area. 

The study area is within the boundary of the Mindaribba LALC. 

1.2.4 Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) establishes the framework for 

cultural heritage values to be formerly assessed in the land use planning and development consent 

process. The EP&A Act requires that environmental impacts are considered prior to land development; 
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this includes impacts on cultural heritage items and places as well as archaeological sites and 

deposits.  

The EP&A Act also requires that local governments prepare planning instruments (such as Local 

Environmental Plans [LEPs] and Development Control Plans [DCPs]) in accordance with the EP&A 

Act to provide guidance on the level of environmental assessment required. The current study area 

falls within the boundaries of Cessnock LGA. Schedule 5 of the Cessnock Local Environmental Plan 

(2011) includes a list of items/sites of heritage significance within its domain. No Aboriginal heritage 

items listed on the LEP within or near the study area. 

The current proposal is being assessed as State Significant Development (SSD-10360337) under 

Division 4.7 of the EP&A Act. SSD provisions turn off the s90 of the NPW Act, therefore there is no 

requirement for an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) for the proposed works. 

 Summary of Consultation 

Consultation for this project was commenced in accordance with the Consultation Requirements 

(Department of Environment, Climate Change & Water 2010a) in July 2021 by McCardle (2024).   

Five individuals/organisations registered their interest in the project. The parties who registered for 

the are listed below in Table 1.  

Table 1: List of Registered Aboriginal Parties 

Organisation Contact 

Culturally Aware Tracey Skeen 

Didge Ngunawal Clan Paul Boyd & Lilly Carroll 

Ungooroo Aboriginal Corporation Alan Paget 

Widescope Indigenous Group Steven Hickey 

A1 Indigenous Services  Carolyn Hickey 

McCardle reports that the RAPs did not disclose any specific traditional/cultural knowledge or 

information of sites or places associated with spiritual, mythological, ceremonies or beliefs from the 

pre contact period within the project area or surrounding area. Additionally, no information was 

disclosed pertaining to sites or places of cultural significance associated with the historic or 

contemporary periods within the project area or surrounding area. McCardle notes that 

traditional/cultural knowledge and/or information regarding sites and/or places of cultural 

significance may exist that were not divulged to MCH by those consulted (2024:16). 

1.3.1 Test Excavation Methodology 

A copy of the draft test excavation methodology was provided to RAPs and Mindaribba LALC by 

Artefact on 30 May 2025 with comment due on 27 June 2025.  

A summary of the comments received by Artefact is presented in Table 2. 
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Table 2: Summary of Aboriginal stakeholder comments on the assessment methodology 

Person / RAP group Comment Response 

Paul Boyd – Didge Ngunawal 

Clan 

Paul called to register an interest in 
being on the RAP testing team. Paul 
previously worked with Umwelt (Sept 
2023) on a project for a bridge over a 
dam with a testing program of 8 test 
pits, that recovered artefacts of silcrete 
and chert. 

Noted in this report and the 
consultation log.  

Donna Hickey – Widescope 

Indigenous Group 

“Thank you, Steven Hickey has viewed 
and supports the methods outlined in 
the test excavation methodology.” 

Noted in this report and the 
consultation log.  

Carolyn Hickey – A1 
Indigenous Services 

“I did the initial walk-over for this 
school and the test excavations last 
year along the creekline and other 
sections with Umwelt. It would be 
great to get back out there again. 
   
I have reviewed the document and 
support the Information and 
Methodology.  
I would like to be included in all 
meetings, reports, sharing of 
cultural information,  
and fieldwork.” 
 
Noted that she would like kangaroo 
skin bags to be used if there will be 
artefact reburial following test 
excavations.  

Noted in this report and the 
consultation log.  

1.3.2 Additional RAP 

Amanda Hickey Cultural Services requested to become a RAP for the project on 4 July 2025 and 

has been added to the RAP list for the project. 

Table 3: Update list of Registered Aboriginal Parties 

Organisation Contact 

Culturally Aware Tracey Skeen 

Didge Ngunawal Clan Paul Boyd & Lilly Carroll 

Ungooroo Aboriginal Corporation Alan Paget 

Widescope Indigenous Group Steven Hickey 

A1 Indigenous Services Carolyn Hickey 

Amanda Hickey Cultural Services Amanda Hickey 
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1.3.3 Aboriginal Test Excavation Report 

A copy of the archaeological test excavation report was sent to RAPs and Mindaribba LALC by email 

on 18 September 2025. No comments were received in response to the ATER. 

1.3.4 Addendum ACHAR 

A copy of this ACHAR addendum was sent to RAPs and Mindaribba LALC by email on 5 December 

2025, requesting feedback by 5 January 2026. A summary of responses received by Artefact is 

provided in Table 4. 

Table 4. Summary of Aboriginal stakeholder comments on the ATER 

Person/ RAP group Comment Response 

Caroyln Hickey (A1 Indigenous 
Services) 

Thank you for sending the attached documents 
for St Phillips Christian College Cessnock. After 
thoroughly reviewing the contents, I fully support 
the information presented in the assessment 

Thank you for your 
comment. We have 
noted it for 
inclusion in the 
ACHAR. 

 Archaeological Test Excavation Report (Artefact 2025) 

Test excavations were completed between 15th-18th July 2025 by the following personnel (Table 5): 

Table 5: Test excavation personnel.  

Personnel Role  

Kristen Tola  Excavation Supervisor (Artefact Heritage) 

Lily Hackett Archaeologist (Artefact Heritage)  

Neve Penklis  Archaeologist (Artefact Heritage)  

Bonnie Clarke  Archaeologist (Artefact Heritage)  

Jason Browne RAP (Mindaribba LALC) 

Carolyn Hickey  RAP (A1 Indigenous Services) 

Amanda De Zwart  RAP (Amanda Hickey Cultural Services) 

Steven Hickey  RAP (Widescope Indigenous Group) 

Clarissa Swan  RAP (Culturally Aware) 

 

Only areas of PAD 1 within the proposed work footprint were subject to test excavations (Table 6). 

To minimise the destruction of archaeological resources, test excavations were completed in 

accordance with Requirements 15 and 16 of the Code of Practice. Consequently, no more than 

0.5% of the PAD was disturbed and excavations ceased once sufficient data had been gathered. A 

total of 32 test pits measuring 500 mm x 500 mm) were proposed to be excavated across the areas 

of proposed impact to AHIMS ID 37-6-2101 (St Philip’s PAD 1). These test pits were evenly spaced 

between 15 m intervals.  

Two of the 32 test pits were not excavated (test pit 2 and test pit 13) due to being located within 

areas of high ground disturbance. 
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Table 6: Summary of sample area  

Site 
Total area of 
excavation (m2) 

Total area of site (m2) 
Excavated percentage 
of total area (%) 

AHIMS ID 37-6-2101 - 
St Philip’s PAD 1 

7.5 56,575 0.013 

1.4.1 Results summary:  

A total of 30 test pits were excavated across PAD 01. Test pits 1-8 were located on the lower slope, 

test pits 9-14 were excavated on a creek flat in close proximity to Black Creek Oxbow, and test pits 

15-32 were excavated on the mid slope.  

From the excavations, a total of 72 artefacts were identified. These were largely concentrated within 

the southern side of the east-west drainage line traversing through the PAD, while the second 

concentration was located in the central portion of the PAD. While test pit 17 contained the highest 

concertation of artefact (n=22), test pit 9 contained the majority of artefacts deposited at a greater 

depth (>spit 4).  

Within the assemblage, silcrete was the most dominant raw material identified (n=29, 40%) and 

consisted of red, pink and yellow colouring. The assemblage consisted of a majority of flake 

fragments (n=36) including broken laterally (3), distal (20), proximal (6) and medial flakes (7). 

Overall, test excavations identified this assemblage comprised a total of three sites which included:  

• AHIMS ID 37-6-4590, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 (23 artefacts). This site was 

located within the lower slope and adjacent the flat bank of Black Creek. This site was 

assessed as having moderate archaeological significance.  

• AHIMS ID 37-6-4591, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 (48 artefacts). This site was 

located on the mid slope and was assessed as having moderate archaeological 

significance.  

• AHIMS ID 37-6-4592, St Philip’s College Isolated Artefact 13 comprised a single isolated 

find within a disturbed context adjacent Black creek. It was assessed as having low 

archaeological significance.  
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Figure 4: Test pit locations 
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Figure 5: Test excavation results, including artefact count per pit 
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 Revised and newly identified Aboriginal sites 

1.5.1 St Phillips College Artefact Scatter 11 (SPC AS 11) 

Site name St Phillips College Artefact Scatter 11 (SPC AS11)  

AHIMS ID AHIMS ID 37-6-4590 

Site type Artefact subsurface scatter  

Length 115 m  

Width 80 m 

Zone 56 

Easting 345528 

Northing 6369893 

Horizontal accuracy 30 cm 

Location method Non-differential GPS 

Landform pattern Undulating plain  

Landform unit Low gradient slope and flat creek bank  

Land use Recreation/Semi-rural 

Vegetation Cleared  

Distance to water 11 m  

Directions to site Enter St Philip’s Christian College Cessnock from 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 
2325. Pass the reception and continue south along the gravel vehicle track until 
you reach the scatter near the agricultural shed.  

Description of features The subsurface artefact scatter was identified through test excavations of PAD 
01 (AHIMS ID 37-6-2101) (Figure 6 and Figure 7). The scatter comprised 23 
artefacts within 6 test pits. Artefacts per test pit ranged from 1-6 in this area. 
Artefacts comprised mudstone (6), quartz (7), tuff (1), silcrete (8), quartz (7), 
quartzite (1).  

Site interpretation A low-density artefact scatter of moderate significance. The scatter contains in 
situ secondary reduction events decreasing in artefact density with further 
distance from Black Creek. The boundary of the scatter is restricted to the 
sample areas of PAD 01 that were tested and therefore the artefact scatter 
likely extends further east towards Black Creek. Further subsurface 
investigation outside of the current study area would be necessary to determine 
whether the deposit extends towards, or is contiguous with, SPC7 (AHIMS #37-
6-2103).  

Site condition Good 

Open/closed site Open 

Restrictions None  

Figure 6: Eastern edge of SPC AS 11. View 
southeast.  

Figure 7: northern extent of SPC AS 11 in 
proximity to the drainage line to the left. View 
west.  
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1.5.2 St Phillips College Artefact Scatter 12 (SPC AS 12) 

Site name St Phillips College Artefact Scatter 12 (SPC AS 12) 

AHIMS ID AHIMS ID 37-6-4591  

Site type Artefact subsurface scatter  

Length 135.5 m  

Width 103 m  

Zone 56 

Easting 345536 

Northing 6369625 

Horizontal accuracy 30 cm 

Location method Non-differential GPS 

Landform pattern Undulating plain  

Landform unit Low gradient slope and flat creek bank  

Land use Recreation/Semi-rural  

Vegetation Cleared 

Distance to water 26 m  

Directions to site Enter St Philip’s Christian College Cessnock from 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 
2325. Pass west, the reception and continue south along the gravel vehicle 
track until you reach the scatter south of a children’s playground and school 
building. 

Description of features A total of 48 artefacts were recovered from test excavations from 7 test pits 
(Figure 8). A total of 4 of the 7 test pits in this concentration ranged from 1-2 
artefacts per test pit. Comparatively test pit 15 contained 8 artefacts and test pit 
17 comprised 22 artefacts (the highest density of all the test pits excavated). 
Test pit 9 also contained 9 artefacts although to the east closest to the bank of 
Black creek.  

Site interpretation The site is assessed as a moderate density artefact scatter with colluvial and 
alluvial soil deposits. The scatter contains in situ secondary reduction events. 
The boundary of the scatter is restricted to the sample areas of PAD 01 that 
were tested and therefore the artefact scatter likely extents further east towards 
Black Creek. The site was assessed as being of moderate significance.  

Site condition Good 

Open/closed site Open 

Restrictions None  

 

Figure 8: SPC AS 12. View towards edge of 
northern boundary of scatter.  

Figure 9: View of SPC AS 12 from test pit 1. 
View south.  
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1.5.3 St Phillips College Isolated Find (SPC ISO 13) 

Site name St Phillips College Isolated Find (SPC ISO 13) 

AHIMS ID AHIMS ID 37-6-4592 

Site type Isolated subsurface artefact  

Length 1 m  

Width 1 m  

Zone 56 

Easting 345732 

Northing 6369973 

Horizontal accuracy 30 cm  

Location method Non-differential GPS  

Landform pattern Undulating plain 

Landform unit Creek flat  

Land use Recreation/Semi-rural 

Vegetation Cleared 

Distance to water 15 m  

Directions to site Enter St Philip’s Christian College Cessnock from 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 
2325. Pass west, the reception and continue south along the gravel vehicle 
track. Once you reach the children playground turn east into gravel carpark. The 
isolated find is at the eastern end of the carpark north of Black creek.  

Description of features A single black granite complete flake was recovered from test pit 14 
approximately 115 m east of test pit 9 within spit 1 (Figure 10).  

Site interpretation Although test pit 14 is located within the same flat creek landform as test pit 9, 
test pit 12 was very shallow and significantly disturbed from the gravel carpark. 
Therefore, this artefact is likely not in situ and has been redeposited and 
recorded as an isolated find. 

Site condition Disturbed  

Open/closed site Open 

Restrictions None  

 

Figure 10: Disturbed context of SPC ISO 13. View southwest.  
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Figure 11: Artefact scatter boundaries and isolated find.  
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 Revised cultural heritage values 

1.6.1 Methodology 

The cultural assessment in this report includes information collected through McCardle’s (2024) 

ACHAR, Artefact’s (2025) ATER and Aboriginal community consultation undertaken in accordance 

with the Consultation Requirements. This information was collected by Neve Penklis (Graduate 

Heritage Consultant, Artefact Heritage). 

1.6.1.1 Cultural landscape 

The World Heritage Convention of United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

(UNESCO) defines a cultural landscape as one which has ‘powerful religious, artistic or cultural 

associations of the natural element rather than material cultural evidence, which may be insignificant 

or even absent’ (UNESCO 1991). The relationship between Aboriginal Australians and the land is 

conceived in spiritual terms rather than primarily in material terms (Andrews et al 2006). Aboriginal 

cultural knowledge has been defined as: 

Accumulated knowledge which encompasses spiritual relationships, relationships 

with the natural environment and the sustainable use of natural resources, and 

relationships between people, which are reflected in language, narratives, social 

organisation, values, beliefs and cultural laws and custom (Andrews et al 2006). 

Aboriginal cultural knowledge was traditionally bequeathed through oral traditions from generation to 

generation. Within all Aboriginal communities there was a time of dislocation and upheaval 

associated with the arrival of colonial settlers. This widespread disruption resulted in much of the 

detailed knowledge and understanding of many of the elements of the cultural landscape being lost 

from the Aboriginal community, nonetheless many Aboriginal people maintain a strong connection to 

the land of their ancestors and collectively possess a wealth of knowledge passed down through the 

generations. 

1.6.1.2 Types of values 

Aboriginal people hold significant knowledge about traditional use of land before and after contact. 

The landscape which encompasses the study area has cultural value of importance to the Aboriginal 

community. The Aboriginal community collectively holds values and knowledge that relate to: 

• Traditional values: these are passed down by family and community as part of ancient 

tradition. 

• Historical values: these are passed down by family and community and relate to the eras 

since colonisation; these may include information gained from historical source documents. 

• Contemporary values: these are values of modern importance and relevance for Aboriginal 

stakeholder groups. 

There is often no clear separation between these values, and they collectively co-exist with equal 

importance in forming the value that Aboriginal people place on landscape, cultural heritage, 

intangible heritage, and particular landforms or parts of the landscape. 

1.6.2 Identified Aboriginal cultural heritage values 

Table 7 provides a summary of the Aboriginal cultural heritage values associated with the study 

area.  
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Table 7: Cultural heritage values identified for the study and surroundings 

Cultural heritage 
value 

Description Source 

Traditional and 
contemporary 

The Hunter Valley region is known to have been a key 
place of occupation for Aboriginal groups pre- and post-
contact periods. The local area in particular is within the 
lands of the Wonnarua people who have valued and been 
custodians of Country for thousands of years 

Artefact (2025) 

Traditional 

A deep connection to and knowledge of Country has been 
passed down through hundreds of generations. Traditional 
activities associated with this region include: 

• Dreamtime stories 

• Hunting  

• Resource gathering including food and medicinal 
plants 

• Places of ceremony 

• Trade 

• Language 

• Production of nets, stone tools and weapons 

• Rock art  

Artefact (2025) 

1.6.3 Aboriginal cultural values within the study area 

While the region around the study area is known to possess cultural significance to Aboriginal 

groups, no specific cultural heritage values have been identified for the study area. The results of the 

test excavation (Appendix A) may provide a fuller assessment whether specific Aboriginal cultural 

values may be identified within the study area. 

 Revised significance assessment 

A significance assessment of the scientific, social, historic and aesthetic values of the study area is 

included below. 

1.7.1 Significance assessment criteria 

An assessment of the cultural heritage significance of an item or place is required in order to form 

the basis of its management. The Guide (OEH 2011: 10) provides guidelines, in accordance with the 

Burra Charter (Australia ICOMOS 2013) for significance assessment with assessments being 

required to consider the following criteria: 

• Social values – does the area have a strong or special association with a particular community 

or cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons 

• Historic values – is the area important to the cultural or natural history of the local area and/or 

region and/or state 

• Scientific values - does the area have the potential to yield information that will contribute to an 

understanding of the cultural and natural history of the local area and/or region and/or state 

• Aesthetic values – is the area important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics in the local 

area and/or region and/or state. 

Scientific values should be considered in light of the following criteria: 
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• Research potential - does the evidence suggest any potential to contribute to an 

understanding of the area and/or region and/or state’s natural and cultural history? 

• Representativeness - how much variability (outside and/or inside the subject area) exists, what 

is already conserved, how much connectivity is there? 

• Rarity - is the subject area important in demonstrating a distinctive way of life, custom, 

process, land-use, function or design no longer practised? Is it in danger of being lost or of 

exceptional interest? 

• Education potential - does the subject area contain teaching sites or sites that might have 

teaching potential? 

It is important to note that heritage significance is a dynamic value. 

1.7.1.1 Historic value 

Historic values refer to the association of place with aspects of Aboriginal history. Historic values are 

not necessarily reflected in physical objects, but may be intangible and relate to memories, stories or 

experiences. 

No specific historic values have been identified within the study area. 

1.7.1.2 Aesthetic value 

Aesthetic values refer to the sensory, scenic, architectural, and creative aspects of the place. These 

values may be related to the landscape and are often closely associated with socio/cultural values. 

No specific historic values have been identified within the study area. 

1.7.1.3 Socio/cultural value 

Socio/cultural heritage values should be addressed by Aboriginal people who have a connection to 

or interest in the area. 

No specific socio/cultural values have been identified within the study area. 

1.7.1.4 Scientific value 

Two artefact scatters and one isolated find, SPC AS 11, SPC AS 12 and SPC ISO 13 within St 

Philips PAD 1 were identified as a result of test excavations. The artefact scatters have been 

assessed to possess an overall moderate scientific significance while SPC ISO 13 has been 

assessed to possess an overall low scientific significance. 

A summary of the archaeological significance of sites identified is presented in Table 8.  

Table 8: Significance assessment 

Site name 
(AHIMS ID) 

Research 
potential 

Representativeness Rarity 
Education 
potential 

Overall 
significance 
assessment 

SPC AS 11 
(AHIMS ID 37-6-

4590) 
Moderate Low Low Moderate Moderate 

SPC AS 12 
(AHIMS ID 37-6-

4591) 
Moderate Low Low Moderate Moderate 
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Site name 
(AHIMS ID) 

Research 
potential 

Representativeness Rarity 
Education 
potential 

Overall 
significance 
assessment 

SPC ISO 13 
(AHIMS ID 37-6-

4592) 
Low 

Low Low Low 
Low 

1.7.2 Revised statement of significance 

1.7.2.1 AHIMS ID 37-6-2101, St Philips PAD 01 

The test excavation has confirmed that Aboriginal objects are present within the area previously 

designated as St Philips PAD 01. As the test excavation was limited to discrete areas within the 

current proposed works footprint, St Philips PAD 01 is still considered valid in the areas in between 

the newly identified sites and these areas of extant PAD have unknown scientific significance. 

1.7.2.2 AHIMS ID 37-6-4590, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11  

SPC AS 11 comprised a low-density subsurface artefact scatter of 23 artefacts. The scatter did not 

contain any rare raw material or tool types for the regional area nor were they deposited within a 

particularly significant archaeological context that has not previously been identified in the local area. 

Many similar scatters are located adjacent to Black Creek and therefore is considered low in terms 

of rarity and representativeness. The scatter has been assessed as within undisturbed natural 

deposits and potentially extends beyond the test excavation area towards the northeast and 

therefore there is moderate archaeological research potential. The artefacts have moderate potential 

to aid in the education of Aboriginal heritage and Indigenous culture if they were to be used as a 

teaching aid through community engagement, such as through public engagement workshops, 

incorporated into learning at the St Phillips Christian College or through display in consultation with 

RAPs. The site is assessed as having overall moderate significance.  

1.7.2.3 AHIMS ID 37-6-4591, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12  

SPC AS 12 comprised a moderate-density subsurface artefact scatter of a total of 48 artefacts. The 

scatter did not contain any rare raw material or tool types for the regional area nor were they 

deposited within a particularly significant archaeological context that has not previously been 

identified in the local area. However, compared to similar AHIMS scatters recorded around Black 

Creek, SPC AS 12 was of a comparatively higher density. It is also considered low in terms of rarity, 

representativeness. The site is assessed as having moderate archaeological research potential due 

to the higher concentration of artefacts. The full extent of the scatter was also not identified and 

therefore there is potential for additional artefacts or potential tools to be present. The artefacts have 

moderate potential to aid in the education of Aboriginal heritage and Indigenous culture if they were 

to be used as a teaching aid through community engagement, such as through public engagement 

workshops, incorporated into learning at the St Phillips Christian College or through display in 

consultation with RAPs. The site is assessed as having overall moderate significance.  

1.7.2.4 AHIMS ID 37-6-4592, St Philip’s college Isolated artefact 13  

SPC ISO 13 comprised a single artefact with a highly disturbed context. It was assessed the artefact 

was likely redeposited and was not in situ. The flake itself was not particularly rare or 

archaeologically significant being similar to other isolated finds in the local area. As such the site has 

been assessed as being of low research or educational potential. The overall significance of the site 

is considered low.  



St Philips Christian College, Cessnock 
Addendum – Aboriginal Heritage Cultural Assessment Report 

  
Page 21 

 

 Revised impact assessment 

1.8.1 Proposed works 

The proposed works comprise alterations and additions to St Philip’s Christian College, Cessnock 

campus. This includes:  

• alterations and additions to existing buildings and construction of seven new buildings to 

provide for: 

o school facilities (K – 12), including the DALE special school, for 1649 students (increase 

of 451 students), 200 staff and out-of-school-hours care; 

o trade training centre, library/ chapel, administration centre, sports centre and café; 

o a new indoor aquatic centre with two swimming pools, viewing area and café; 

o a new performing arts centre including auditorium and theatre; 

o provision of an early learning centre with 83 children (age group 0–5) and 16 staff; 

• construction of a signalised intersection at the Lomas Lane/Wine Country Drive intersection; 

• new site vehicle access from Wine Country Drive, internal roadworks and 250 car spaces; 

• landscaping works and signage; and 

• community use of school facilities 

1.8.2 Aboriginal heritage impact 

1.8.2.1 AHIMS ID 37-6-2101, St Philips PAD 01  

Through test excavations, Aboriginal objects have been identified within the original extent of St 

Philips PAD 01 and as a result two new artefact scatters have been identified. At this stage, there is 

insufficient evidence to determine whether the PAD is a continuous artefact scatter or whether they 

are localised concentrated scatters. Untested portions of St Philips PAD 01 will be impacted by 

surrounding landscaping and road works which will result in a partial harm and loss of the value.  

1.8.2.2 AHIMS ID 37-6-4590, St Philip’s College Artefact Scatter 11  

At this stage, there is insufficient evidence to determine whether SPC AS 11 is contiguous with the 

Remediation Area of SPC7 (AHIMS #37-6-2103), whereby this assessment considers the impacts of 

the proposal on each site individually. SPC AS 11 will be directly impacted by the proposed new 

building, surrounding landscaping and road. Assuming the scatter is independent of SPC7, these 

works will impact the entire artefact scatter comprising SPC AS 11 and will result in a total loss of 

value. 

1.8.2.3 AHIMS ID 37-6-2103, SPC7 

At this stage, there is insufficient evidence to determine whether with the remediation exclusion Area 

of SPC7 is contiguous with SPC AS 11 (AHIMS #37-6-4590), therefore this assessment considers 

the impacts of the proposal on each site individually. Currently, the proposed works footprint is 

mapped to extend into southwest corner of the remediation exclusion area, with a temporary 

sediment basin for use during construction, and the corner of the proposed Aquatic Centre building 

footprint. The Project Engineer and Architect have confirmed that the proposed works in this location 

can be relocated or redesigned to be outside of the remediation exclusion area to ensure no harm. 

Vegetation management will be required within the remediation exclusion area; however, this activity 

can be undertaken without harm Aboriginal objects when implemented without ground disturbing 

measures.  



St Philips Christian College, Cessnock 
Addendum – Aboriginal Heritage Cultural Assessment Report 

  
Page 22 

 

An existing vehicular access track is located on the southern border of the remediation exclusion 

zone. As this track is extant and outside of the exclusion zone and it will not impact the site. 

As a result, there will be no harm to SPC7.  

1.8.2.4 AHIMS ID 37-6-4591, St Philip’s College Artefact Scatter 12  

SPC AS 12 will be directly impacted by the proposed D.A.L.E No.2 building and road. The entire 

scatter will be impacted which will result in a total loss of value. 

1.8.2.5 AHIMS ID 37-6-4592, St Philip’s College Isolated Artefact 13  

SPC ISO 13 will be directly impacted by the overflow car park which will result in a total loss of 

value. 

A summary of the impacts is provided in Table 9  

Table 9: Impact assessment 

Site name (AHIMS ID) Type of harm Degree of harm Consequence of harm 

St Philips PAD 01 (AHIMS ID 
37-6-2101) 

Direct Partial Partial loss of value 

SPC AS 11 (AHIMS ID 37-6-
4590) 

Direct Total Total loss of value  

SPC7 (AHIMS ID 37-6-2103) none none No loss of value 

SPC AS 12 (AHIMS ID 37-6-
4591) 

Direct Total Total loss of value  

SPC ISO 13 (AHIMS ID 37-6-
4592) 

Direct Total Total loss of value  
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Figure 12: Proposed works footprint in relation to identified Aboriginal sites, noting the 
overlap with remediation exclusion zone (yellow hatched area) will be remove in final plans 
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Figure 13: Detail of proposed works in relation to identified Aboriginal sites, noting the 
overlap with remediation exclusion zone (yellow hatched area) will be remove in final plans 
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1.8.3 Ecological Sustainable Development principles 

The Guide (OEH 2011) specifies that Ecological Sustainable Development (ESD) principles must be 

considered when assessing harm and recommending mitigation measures in relation to Aboriginal 

objects.  

The following relevant ESD principles are outlined in Section 3A of the Commonwealth Environment 

Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999: 

Decision-making processes should effectively integrate both long term and short term economic, 

environmental, social and equitable considerations (the ‘integration principle’) 

If there are threats of serious or irreversible environmental damage, lack of full scientific certainty 

should not be used as a reason for postponing measures to prevent environmental 

degradation (the ‘precautionary principle’) 

The present generation should ensure that the health, diversity and productivity of the environment is 

maintained or enhanced for the benefit of future generations (the ‘principle of intergenerational 

equity’). 

1.8.3.1 The integration principle 

Decision making processes should effectively integrate both long term and short term economic, 

environmental, social and equitable considerations (the ‘integration principle’). The preparation of 

this addendum ACHAR demonstrates regard for the integration principle by considering Aboriginal 

heritage values and impacts to these from the proposal during the planning phase. The nature of the 

proposal is in itself one that contributes to the long term economic and social needs of current and 

future residents of the area. 

1.8.3.2 The precautionary principle  

If there are threats of serious or irreversible environmental damage, lack of full scientific confidence 

should not be used as a reason for postponing measures to prevent environmental degradation (the 

‘precautionary principle’). This addendum ACHAR and attached ATER has identified that Aboriginal 

objects are present within the study area.  

1.8.3.3 The principle of intergenerational equity 

The proposed works would adhere, as close as possible, to the principle of intergenerational equity 

by collating scientific and cultural information on former Aboriginal occupation of the study area 

through the previous investigations and this addendum ACHAR. The ATER prepared an 

assessment of the study area and synthesised the regional character of Aboriginal objects and sites 

for posterity and future generations.  

1.8.4 Cumulative impacts 

A cumulative impact is an impact on Aboriginal cultural heritage resulting from the incremental 

impact of the action/s of a development when added to other past, present and reasonably 

foreseeable future actions. The proposed works will contribute a loss of Aboriginal heritage in the 

area however it is anticipated that similar and related sites will be conserved nearby within the 

remediation exclusion area. 
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 Revised Management and mitigation measures 

1.9.1 Guiding principles 

The overall guiding principle for cultural heritage management is that where possible Aboriginal sites 

should be conserved. 

Where unavoidable impacts occur then measures to mitigate and manage impacts are proposed. 

Mitigation measures primarily concern preserving the heritage values of sites beyond the physical 

existence of the site. The most common methods involve detailed recording of Aboriginal objects, 

archaeological test and salvage excavations, artefact analysis and, where appropriate, reburial of 

Aboriginal objects in a location determined by the RAPs.  

Mitigation measures vary depending on the assessment of archaeological significance of a particular 

Aboriginal site and are based on its research potential, rarity, representatives and educational value. 

In general, the significance of a site would influence the choice of preferred conservation outcomes 

and appropriate mitigation measures, usually on the following basis: 

• Low archaeological significance – conservation where possible. SSD Conditions of Approval 

would be required to impact the site before work can commence 

• Moderate archaeological significance – conservation where possible. If conservation was not 

practicable, further archaeological investigation would be required such as salvage 

excavations or surface collection in accordance with the SSD Conditions of Approval.  

• High archaeological significance – conservation as a priority. Where all other practical 

alternatives have been discounted mitigation measured such as comprehensive salvage 

excavations in accordance with the SSD Conditions of Approval would be required.  

Sites of unknown scientific value should be conserved where possible. Where conservation is not 

practical further investigation under the Code of Practice will be required to confirm the presence of 

Aboriginal objects and gather enough information to assess significance. Test excavation is not a 

mitigation measure, it is an investigatory action required to gather enough information to inform the 

development of appropriate mitigation measures.  

1.9.2 Changes to the project area 

Advice provided within this addendum ACHAR is based upon the most recent information provided 

by the proponent at the time of writing. Any changes made to the project should be assessed by an 

archaeologist in consultation with the RAPs. Any changes that may impact on Aboriginal sites not 

assessed as part of the project may warrant further investigation and result in changes to the 

recommended management and mitigation measures. 

1.9.3 Site avoidance 

The conservation of archaeological sites should be considered the first mitigation measure where 

possible. It is understood redesign of the proposed works that overlap with the three sites is not 

possible. As such, SSD conditions of consent are required to approve harm to St Philip’s College 

Artefact scatter 11, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 and St Philip’s college Isolated artefact 13 

through archaeological salvage. These sites must not be harmed prior to SSD conditions of consent 

being obtained.  

The remediation exclusion zone associated with SPC7 is located in the southern portion of St Philips 

PAD 01. Currently, the proposed works footprint extents into the exclusion zone. However, following 
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a discussion with the client, the works within this area will be relocated outside of the boundaries of 

SPC7. Additionally, fencing or signage should be used during construction to separate the area and 

protect it from harm. Subsequently this area will be excluded form harm as a result of the proposed 

works. 

1.9.4 Archaeological salvage excavations  

An archaeological salvage excavation methodology must be prepared prior to salvage excavations 

of St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 and St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12. A methodology 

for the completion of the salvage excavation should be developed in consultation with the RAPs. 

The methodology could be prepared as a condition of SSD approval. 

The intention of the archaeological excavation is to salvage a sample of scatter 11 and scatter 12 

prior to impact. This may include salvage excavation of 3 open areas of preliminary 3 x 3m2 size and 

expanding one or more of those areas where triggered, as per the requirements of the salvage 

methodology. 

1.9.4.1 Surface collection of artefacts 

It is recommended surface collection of the surface artefact associated with St Philip’s College 

Artefact scatter 12 be undertaken prior to any ground disturbing works within St Philip’s College 

Artefact scatter 12. SSD conditions of consent must be obtained prior to the surface collection taking 

place. Surface collection may occur during the salvage excavations of the associated St Philip’s 

College Artefact scatter 12. A methodology for the surface collection should be prepared. This 

methodology may be included in the salvage methodology if surface collection and salvage 

excavations were to occur at the same time.  

1.9.5 Heritage Induction 

A heritage induction must be prepared, this will outline the Aboriginal history of the area and 

guidance on identifying Aboriginal artefacts in the field, as well as to ensure they know no works are 

to be undertaken within the exclusion zone. This should be given to all workers prior to the 

commencement of works on site and is required for contractors to fulfill the Unexpected Finds 

Procedure as well as an outline of the legislative framework and penalties for harming Aboriginal 

sites without appropriate consent. The UFP should also include an unexpected human remains 

policy in accordance with condition 31 of the existing conditions of consent.  

1.9.5.1 Exclusion Zone 

It is recommended that an exclusion zone be established around the remediation exclusion zone as 

part of the heritage induction and prior to the commencement of construction works. A fence and 

clear signage should be established to alert construction workers to the exclusion zone and 

physically prevent accidental harm to this area. Information regarding the exclusion zone should be 

included in the heritage induction. 

 Summary of findings  

• A total of 72 artefacts were recovered as part of test excavations within St Philip PAD 01 

(AHIMS ID 37-6-2101).  

• Three additional sites identified during test excavations included:  

o AHIMS ID 37-6-4590, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 (23 artefacts). This site was 

located within the lower slope and adjacent the flat bank of Black Creek. This site was 

assessed as having low archaeological significance.  
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o AHIMS ID 37-6-4591, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 (48 artefacts). This site was 

located on the mid slope and was assessed as having moderate archaeological 

significance.  

o AHIMS ID 37-6-4592, St Philip’s college Isolated artefact 13 comprised a single isolated 

find within a disturbed context adjacent Black creek. It was assessed as having low 

archaeological significance.  

• All three identified archaeological sites will be directly and totally impacted by the proposed 

works. Comparatively, St Philips PAD 01 will be directly and partially impacted by the 

proposed works. 

• Following a discussion with the client, the proposed works extending into SPC7 are to be 

relocated, so that the proposed works will not impact the remediation exclusion zone.  

 Recommendations  

• The proponent should determine if avoidance of any of the AHIMS registered sites is 

possible.  

• Where avoidance is not possible SSD conditions of consent is required to harm the identified 

sites:  

o St Philip’s PAD 01 (AHIMS ID 37-6-2101) 

o St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 (AHIMS ID 37-6-4590) 

o St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 (AHIMS ID 37-6-4591) 

o St Philip’s college Isolated artefact 13 (AHIMS ID 37-6-4592)  

• Due to St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 and St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 

assessed as being of moderate significance, archaeological salvage is recommended. This 

would include the preparation of an archaeological salvage excavation methodology. The 

methodology could be prepared as a condition of SSD approval. 

• Due to the presence of a surface artefact in association with the moderately significant St 

Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12, it is recommended surface collection of the surface 

artefact take place. This would include the preparation of a surface collection methodology. 

The surface collection may take place during the salvage excavations.  

• A heritage induction including an Unexpected Finds Procedure must be prepared and all 

workers must be inducted prior to the commencement of works.  

• An exclusion zone with clear fencing and signage should be used to protect remediation 

exclusion zone SCP7 from harm during the proposed works. 

• Any changes that may impact on Aboriginal sites not assessed as part of the project may 

warrant further investigation and result in changes to the recommended management and 

mitigation measures. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

St Philip’s Christian Education Foundation Ltd (the proponent) is seeking approval for alterations and 

additions to St Philip’s Christian Collage Cessnock campus at 10 Lomas Lane (including Lot 1 

DP126765, Lot 1 DP744377 and Lot 518 DP837571). In January 2022, the proponent submitted a 

State Significant Development (SSD-10360337) under Division 4.7 of the Environmental Planning and 

Assessment Act 1979.  

Artefact Heritage and Environment Pty Ltd (Artefact) have been engaged by Barr Planning on behalf 

of St Philip’s Christian Education Foundation Ltd to undertake an Aboriginal archaeological test 

excavation to support the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment (ACHA) for the proposed works at 

St Philip’s Christian College, located in Nulkaba NSW.  

An Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment (ACHA) prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage 

(McCardle Cultural Heritage 2024a) identified that part of a Potential Archaeological Deposit (PAD) 

identified as AHIMS ID 37-6-2101 (St Philip’s PAD 1) is located within the project area and will be 

impacted by the proposed development. The Planning Secretary (DPHI, 17 April 2025) has 

determined that test excavation must be undertaken in accordance with the Code of Practice for 

Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW (hereafter, the Code of Practice) to assess 

impacts on Aboriginal cultural heritage values and inform the SSD application.  

Artefact have been engaged to undertake an Aboriginal archaeological test excavation to assess 

AHIMS ID 37-6-2101 (St Philip’s PAD 1) and determine the nature and extent of any Aboriginal 

objects, that may be present. A Test Excavation Methodology (TEM) was prepared in May 2025 and 

test excavations were undertaken between 15th-18th July 2025.  

A total of 72 artefacts of varying material types were recovered as part of test excavations. This 

assemblage comprised a total of three sites which included:  

o AHIMS ID 37-6-4590, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 (23 artefacts). This site was 

located within the lower slope and adjacent the flat bank of Black Creek. This site was 

assessed as having moderate archaeological significance.  

o AHIMS ID 37-6-4591, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 (48 artefacts). This site was 

located on the mid slope and was assessed as having moderate archaeological 

significance.  

o AHIMS ID 37-6-4592, St Philip’s College Isolated Artefact 13 comprised a single isolated 

find within a disturbed context adjacent Black creek. It was assessed as having low 

archaeological significance.  

All three identified archaeological sites will be directly and totally impacted by the proposed works.  

1.1 Recommendations  

Based on the above, the following recommendations are made:  

• The proponent should determine if avoidance of any of the AHIMS registered sites is possible.  

• Where avoidance is not possible SSD conditions of consent is required to harm the identified 

sites:  

o St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 (AHIMS ID 37-6-4590) 
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o St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 (AHIMS ID 37-6-4591) 

o St Philip’s college Isolated artefact 13 (AHIMS ID 37-6-4592) 

• Due to St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 and St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 

assessed as being of moderate significance, archaeological salvage is recommended. This 

would include the preparation of an archaeological salvage excavation methodology. The 

methodology could be prepared as a condition of SSD approval. 

• Due to the presence of a surface artefact in association with the moderately significant St 

Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12, it is recommended surface collection of the surface 

artefact take place. This would include the preparation of a surface collection methodology. 

The surface collection may take place during the salvage excavations.  

• A heritage induction including an Unexpected Finds Procedure must be prepared and all 

workers must be inducted prior to the commencement of works.  

• Any changes that may impact on Aboriginal sites not assessed as part of the project may 

warrant further investigation and result in changes to the recommended management and 

mitigation measures. 
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2.0 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 Project brief 

St Philip’s Christian Education Foundation Ltd (the proponent) is seeking approval for alterations and 

additions to St Philip’s Christian Collage Cessnock campus at 10 Lomas Lane (including Lot 1 

DP126765, Lot 1 DP744377 and Lot 518 DP837571). In January 2022, the proponent submitted a 

State Significant Development (SSD-10360337) under Division 4.7 of the Environmental Planning and 

Assessment Act 1979.  

Artefact Heritage and Environment Pty Ltd (Artefact) have been engaged by Barr Planning on behalf 

of St Philip’s Christian Education Foundation Ltd to undertake an Aboriginal archaeological test 

excavation to support the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment (ACHA) for proposed works at St 

Philip’s Christian College, located in Nulkaba NSW. 

An Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment (ACHA) prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage 

(McCardle Cultural Heritage 2024a) identified that part of a Potential Archaeological Deposit (PAD) 

identified as AHIMS ID 37-6-2101 (St Philip’s PAD 1) is located within the project area and will be 

impacted by the proposed development. The Planning Secretary (DPHI, 17 April 2025) has 

determined that test excavation must be undertaken in accordance with the Code of Practice for 

Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW (hereafter, the Code of Practice) to assess 

impacts on Aboriginal cultural heritage values and inform the SSD application.  

Artefact have been engaged to undertake an Aboriginal archaeological test excavation to assess 

AHIMS ID 37-6-2101 (St Philip’s PAD 1) and determine the nature and extent of any Aboriginal 

objects, that may be present. A Test Excavation Methodology (TEM) was prepared in May 2025 and 

test excavations were undertaken between 15th-18th July 2025.  

2.2 Description of the study area 

The study area (Figure 1) is located at St Philip’s Christian Collage Cessnock campus on the corner 

of Lomas Lane and Wine Country Drive, in Nulkaba NSW (Lot 1 DP126765, Lot 1 DP744377 and Lot 

518 DP837571) which is situated within the Cessnock City Council Local Government Area (LGA) 

and within the boundaries of the Mindaribba Local Aboriginal Land Council (LALC). Only portions of 

PAD 1 that overlapped with the proposed work footprint was subject to test excavations.  

2.3 Aims and objectives 

The aim of archaeological test excavation is to confirm the presence of sub-surface Aboriginal objects 

and gather enough information to assess significance. Test excavation was carried out to ascertain 

this information, inform an assessment of impacts and the development of appropriate management 

and mitigation measures. 

This report has been prepared in accordance with the Code of Practice for Archaeological 

Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales (Department of Environment, Climate Change 

& Water 2010); hereafter the Code of Practice, and includes:  

• A quantification and interpretation of the excavation results; 

• An assessment of the scientific values and significance of what was found; 

• An impact assessment; 
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• Determination of appropriate management and mitigation measures, including consideration 

of requirements for further assessment.  

Subsurface testing was underpinned by the research questions outlined in section 3.1 of the TEM as 

outlined below:  

• Does AHIMS 37-6-2101 (St Philip’s PAD 1) contain Aboriginal objects? 

• How are artefacts connected to the landform, and in what ways does the character of the site 

reflect its position within the broader landscape? 

• Are there stratified deposits present? 

• How does the archaeological resource of the site compare to other known sites in the region? 

• Are materials suitable for dating present? 

2.4 Limitations and constraints 

Background research completed to inform the development of this report was limited to existing and 

publicly accessible sources of information. The findings of archaeological assessments cited in the 

report were not independently verified except where inconsistencies within the documents were 

identifiable. This report does not consider intangible Aboriginal heritage values. 

The scope of this report is based on information provided by the proponent to date. This report 

excludes historical heritage assessment and excludes provision of any advice under the NSW 

Heritage Act 1977. 

2.5 Authors and contributors 

This report was prepared by Lily Hackett (Heritage Consultant, Artefact), Kristen Tola (Heritage 

Consultant/Project Manager, Artefact), Anthony Barham (Geomorphologist/Principal, Artefact), and Dr 

Stephen Gapps (Historian, Artefact). Management and review were provided by Dr Samantha Higgs 

(Archaeology Team Leader, Artefact), and Josh Symons (Technical Executive, Artefact). Mapping 

was provided by Mike Douglas (Geographic Information System Officer, Artefact). A summary of the 

authors, contributors and their role are provided in Table 1: below.  

Table 1: Summary of authors and contributors.  

Authors and 
Contributors  

Qualifications Experience  Tasks 

Josh Symons 
(Technical Executive)  

Bachelor of Arts (Hons), 
Prehistoric and Historical 
Archaeology 

20+ years 
• Quality control 

• Technical support 

Dr Samnatha Higgs 
(Archaeology Team 
Leader) 

Bachelor of Arts (Hons), 
Archaeology  
PhD (Archaeology & 
Anthropology) 

20+ years  
• Quality control 

• Technical support 
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Authors and 
Contributors  

Qualifications Experience  Tasks 

Mike Douglas 
(GIS Officer) 

Bachelor of Arts North 
American Archaeology 
Master of Science 
Geology 
Master’s Certificate in GIS 
Science 

20+ years 
• Preparation of mapping 

• GIS support 

Dr Stephen Gapps 
(Historian)  

Bachelor of Arts (Hons)., 
History  
Master of Applied History 
PhD History  

20+ years • Background Histories  

Kristen Tola  
(Heritage Consultant) 

Bachelor of Arts (Hons) 
Graduate Certificate of 
Archaeology 
Master of Cultural 
Heritage and 
Museum Studies (Heritage 
Practice) 

15+ years  

• Project Management  

• Test excavation 

• Report writing  

Lily Hackett  
(Heritage Consultant)  

Bachelor of Arts 
(Archaeology and Ancient 
History) 
Master of Museum and 
Heritage Studies   

2.5+ years 
• Report writing  

• Test excavation 
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Figure 1: Study area.  
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3.0 PROJECT FRAMEWORK 

3.1 Commonwealth legislation 

3.1.1 Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) provides a 

legal framework for the protection and management of Australia’s unique environment, including 

biodiversity and culturally significant places. The EPBC Act also includes provisions to identify 

places for addition to the National Heritage List (NHL) and Commonwealth Heritage List (CHL) 

to enhance the protection, conservation and presentation of those places. A search of the NHL 

and CHL was completed on 25 July 2025 that resulted in no heritage items located within the 

excavation area.  

3.1.2 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection Act 1984 

The Commonwealth Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection Act 1984 (ATSIHP Act), 

deals with Aboriginal cultural property (intangible heritage) in a wider sense. Such intangible heritage 

includes any places, objects and folklore that ‘are of particular significance to Aboriginals in 

accordance with Aboriginal tradition’. These values are not currently protected under the NPW Act. 

There is no cut-off date and the ATSIHP Act may apply to contemporary Aboriginal cultural property 

as well as ancient sites. The ATSIHP Act takes precedence over state cultural heritage legislation 

where there is conflict. The Commonwealth Minister who is responsible for administering the ATSIHP 

Act can make declarations to protect these areas and objects from specific threats of injury or 

desecration. The responsible Minister may make a declaration under Section 10 of the 

Commonwealth Act in situations where state or territory laws do not provide adequate protection of 

intangible heritage. 

Where an Aboriginal individual or organisation is concerned that intangible values within the proposal 

are not being adequately protected, they can apply to the Minister for a declaration over a place. 

A Search the Federal Gazette for declarations under the ATSIHP Act resulted in no heritage items 

within or in proximity to the test excavation area.  

3.1.3 Native Title Act 1993 

The main purpose of the Native Title Act 1993 is to recognise and protect native title. Native title 

is the rights and interests in land and waters that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders have 

under their traditional laws and customs. Under the Native Title Act 1993 the National Native 

Title Tribunal has a number of functions including maintaining the Register of Native Title 

Claims, the National Native Title Register and the Register of Indigenous Land Use Agreements 

and mediating native title claims.  

Proponents are not required to comply with the requirements of steps 4.1.2 to 4.1.7 of the 

Consultation Requirements where there is an approved determination that native title exists in 

relation to the entire study area. In this circumstance, proponents need only consult with the 

native title holders. However, steps 4.1.2 to 4.1.7 are appliable for any portion of the study area 

not covered by a native title determination. A search of the National Native Title Tribunal 

database was completed on 25 July 2025 that resulted in no Native Title claims overlapping 

with the test excavation area.  
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The Native Title Services Corporation (NTSCorp) performs functions under section 203B-BK of 

the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth) which include: 

• Facilitation and assistance; 

• Dispute resolution; 

• Agreement making; 

• Internal review; and 

• Other functions. 

Both the National Native Title Tribunal and NTSCorp should be consulted under Requirement 

4.1.2 of the Consultation Requirements to ascertain the names of Aboriginal people who may 

hold cultural knowledge relevant to determining the significance of Aboriginal objects or places. 

3.2 State legislation 

3.2.1 National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 

The National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (NPW Act), administered by Heritage NSW provides 

statutory protection for all Aboriginal ‘objects’ (consisting of any material evidence of the Aboriginal 

occupation of NSW), and for ‘Aboriginal Places’ (areas of cultural significance to the Aboriginal 

community). 

The protection provided to Aboriginal objects applies irrespective of the level of their significance or 

issues of land tenure. However, areas are only gazetted as Aboriginal places if the Minister is 

satisfied that sufficient evidence exists to demonstrate that the location was and/or is of special 

significance to Aboriginal culture. 

There are no gazetted Aboriginal places in the study area. All Aboriginal objects, whether recorded or 

not, are protected under the NPW Act. 

Section 86 of the NPW Act identifies that it is an offence to harm or desecrate an Aboriginal object 

and/or an Aboriginal place. Section 86 outlines penalty units applicable where it is identified that a 

person or corporation is in breach of Section 86.  

The NPW Act defines harm to an object or place as any act or omission that: 

(a)  destroys, defaces or damages the object or place, or 

(b)  in relation to an object moves the object from the land on which it had been situated, or 

(c)  is specified by the regulations, or 

(d)  causes or permits the object or place to be harmed in a manner referred to in paragraph (a), (b) 

or (c) 

A section 90 permit is the only Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) available under the National 

Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 and is granted by Heritage NSW. Various factors are considered by 

Heritage NSW in the AHIP application process, such as site significance, Aboriginal consultation 

requirements, Ecological Sustainable Development (ESD) principles, project justification and 

consideration of alternatives. The penalties and fines for damaging or defacing an Aboriginal object 

were increased in 2010. 
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As this project is being assessed under Part 4 Division 4.1 of the EP&A Act, permits issued under the 

NPW Act are not required for impacts approved under the SSD provisions. Impacts to Aboriginal 

objects will be authorised by the Conditions of Approval for the project issued under the EP&A Act.  

3.2.2 Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

The EP&A Act establishes the framework for cultural heritage values to be formally assessed in the 

land use planning, development assessment and environmental impact assessment processes. Part 

3, Division 3.4 deals with the development of Local Environmental Plans (LEPs). Planning decisions 

within Local Government Areas (LGAs) are guided by LEPs. Each LGA is required to develop and 

maintain an LEP that includes Aboriginal and historical heritage items which are protected under the 

EP&A Act and in some cases also protected under the Heritage Act 1977. The study area is located 

within the boundaries of the Cessnock LGA and is covered by the Cessnock LEP (2011). No listed 

heritage items ae located within or in proximity to the test excavation area.  

The proposal will be assessed under Part 4, Division 4.1 of the EP&A Act, which establishes an 

assessment and approval regime for SSD. Part 4, Division 4.1 applies to development that is 

declared to be an SSD by a State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP). Section 4.41 (previously 

section 89J(c)) of the EP&A Act specifies that approvals or permits under section 90 of the NPW Act 

1974 are not required for approved SSD. 

3.2.3 Heritage Act 1977 

The Heritage Act 1977 protects protection to heritage items (natural and cultural) in NSW. Under the 

Heritage Act 1977, ‘items of environmental heritage’ include places, buildings, works, relics, moveable 

objects and precincts identified as significant. While Aboriginal heritage is primarily protected under 

the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 but may also be subject to the provisions of the Heritage Act 

1977 if an item listed on the State Heritage Register or subject to an interim heritage order. In such 

cases, Aboriginal objects and places are protected under Section 60 of the Heritage Act 1977 and 

approval from the Heritage Council of NSW may also be required in addition to an AHIP. Section 60 

approvals are not required for an approved SSD project. 

3.2.4 NSW Native Title Act 1994 

The Native Title Act 1994 was introduced to ensure that the laws of NSW are consistent with the 

Commonwealth Native Title Act 1993. Native Title claims, registers and Indigenous Land Use 

Agreements are administered under the Act.  

3.2.5 Aboriginal Lands Right Act 1983 

The Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 (ALR Act) established Aboriginal Land Councils (at State and 

Local levels). The study area is within the boundary of the Mindaribba LALC which has a statutory 

obligation under the ALR Act to: 

(a) take action to protect the culture and heritage of Aboriginal persons in the 

council’s area, subject to any other law, and 

(b) promote awareness in the community of the culture and heritage of Aboriginal 

persons in the council’s area. 
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The ALR Act also establishes the Registrar whose functions include maintaining the Register of 

Aboriginal Land Claims and the Register of Aboriginal Owners. Registration as an Aboriginal owner 

does not confer land title rights but acknowledges the person’s cultural association with the land. 

Under the ALR Act, the Registrar is to give priority to the entry in the Register of the names of 

Aboriginal persons who have a cultural association with:  

• Lands listed in Schedule 14 to the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 

• Lands to which Section 36A of the Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 applies. 

Requirement 4.1.2 of the Consultation Requirements stipulates that the Mindaribba LALC and the 

Registrar should be contacted to ascertain the names of Aboriginal people who may hold cultural 

knowledge relevant to determining the significance of Aboriginal objects or places. 
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4.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT 

4.1 AHIMS summary  

NOTE: The location of Aboriginal sites is considered culturally sensitive information. It is 

advised that this information, including the AHIMS data appearing on the heritage map for the 

proposal be removed from this report if it is to enter the public domain. 

A search of the Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS) database (Client ID 

603445) was completed on 03/07/2021 by Penny McCardle for the ACHAR. Because this search is 

over 12 months old, a new AHIMS search was conducted. A new search was conducted on 

5/08/2025 (Client ID 1030340). The search area measured approximately 3 km x 3 km surrounding 

the study area. The parameters of this search were: 

GDA 1994 MGA 56 342700.0 - 348700.0 m E 

 6366500.0 - 6372500.0 m N 

No additional AHIMS sites were identified within the new extensive search (Figure 2 and Figure 3). 

The majority of the AHISM sites are concentrated withing the grounds of St Phillips Christian College 

and the Calvary Cessnock Aged Care facility to the south. Many of these recorded artefact scatters 

contain similar raw material types and are located along the Banks of Black Creek. Several of these 

artefact scatters are located within disturbed contexts of eroded areas and vehicle tracks. As such 

these artefact sites are reflective of past activities of Aboriginal people who utilised and inhabited the 

creeks and surrounding land for resources but also reflective of past historical ground disturbances. 

Areas not previously subject to significant ground disturbances or archaeological test excavations 

adjacent to the creek have the potential to contain similar archaeological material. See Appendix B for 

full AHIMS discussion.  

The following is as summarised in the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Construction Management Plan 

(ACHCMP) (McCardle 2024). Ten archaeological sites (Table 2), four PADs were previously identified 

within the larger project area (Table 3) as shown in Figure 2 below.  

Table 2: Summary of AHIMS sites.  

AHIMS ID Summary  

AHIMS ID 37-6-2096 - SPC 
1 

Site SPC 1 consists of a single mudstone proximal flake. The site was 
located on a 20 m2 exposure on the western bank of Black Creek. Along 
this section, the bank was near vertical and 2 metres in depth and a 
slight lip (levee) was evident on the bank edge. The artefact was 
approximately 3 m from the bank edge. 

AHIMS 37-6-2097 

This artefact scatter (16 artefacts) was located on the western side of a 
billabong within a fist-order drainage line that enters the project area 
adjacent to Black Creek in the southeastern corner of the 
project area. The site was located on a slight rise that runs roughly 
parallel to the drainage line and consists of an exposure (20 x 5 m with). 
The site consists of two concentrations, the largest containing 14 
artefacts adjacent to the billabong, and the second containing two 
artefacts approximately 20 m south on the vehicle track that crossed the 
drainage line immediately south of the billabong. Site SPC 2 consisted of 
16 stone artefacts consisting of three complete flakes, 12 broken flakes 
(including proximal and distal flakes) and one core. Artefact raw 
materials included silcrete and indurated mudstone in roughly equal 
numbers, with one artefact manufactured from quartzite. 
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AHIMS ID Summary  

AHIMS 37-6-2098 – SPC 3 

Site SPC 3 was an isolated indurated mudstone broken flake measuring 
25 x 13 x 3 mm located within a small exposure (25 m2) on the western 
side of the same drainage line as SPC 2 (approximately 50 metres west 
of SPC 1 and 70 metres north of SPC 2). 

AHIMS 37-6-2099 - SPC 4 

Site SPC 4 consists of two red silcrete broken flakes located on top of a 
large dam wall in the central southern section of the project area. The 
dam is located on a minor first order drainage line that enters the study 
area from the southern boundary and flows northwards to the Black 
Creek oxbow. Visible within an exposure of approximately 30 x 2 m on 
the northeastern corner of the dam wall, this site was considered to be 
part of the same archaeological distribution as site SPC8.  

AHIMS 37-6-2100 - SPC 5 

This artefact scatter consisted of 10 artefacts including two flakes, a core 
and seven broken flakes located in the southwestern corner of the 
project area on the flats and adjacent to a 1st order drainage line at the 
base of the foot-slope where the farm buildings were located. Located on 
a 200m2 area of sheetwash erosion, the artefacts were distributed 
across and area of approximately 20 x 10 metres. Raw materials 
included mostly silcrete, followed by indurated mudstone. 

AHIMS 37-6-2102 - SPC 6 

This isolated find, a small mudstone broken core, was located on a 
raised soil embankment running parallel to, and alongside the inner edge 
of the “totting track” on the west side of the remnant vegetation patch. 
This area had been heavily disturbed by the construction of the track and 
it was considered unlikely that the object is associated with any insitu 
subsurface deposit. The AHIMS results show that this is not a site. 

AHIMS 37-6-2103 - SPC 7 
This small mudstone broken flake, (measuring 32 x 27 x 10 mm) was 
located on a small 0.5 m2 exposure next to a vehicle track on a gentle 
lower slope on the western side of two minor drainage line confluences.  

AHIMS 37-6-2104 - SPC 8 

This artefact scatter, consisting of 15 artefacts eroding out of the bank of 
two small first-order watercourses, extended approximately 30 metres 
along the creek bank, straddling the confluence below the dam wall 
located approximately 20-50 metres northeast of the dam wall 
associated with SPC4 and was considered to be part of the same 
archaeological distribution as SPC4. 
 
The artefacts were eroding out of the western bank, which was slightly 
higher than the bank on the eastern side and a few artefacts also 
occurred in the creek bed, but were likely to have eroded from 
the creek bank. Artefacts included flaked pieces, flakes and two cores 
manufactured predominantly from silcrete, followed by mudstone 
artefacts. 

AHIMS 37-6-2105 - SPC 9 

Consisting of 18 stone artefacts, this site was located on a raised soil 
levee bank (approximately 5 metres wide) running parallel to, and 
alongside Black Creek, inside the loop formed by the oxbow. It was 
situated immediately north of the southern arm of the oxbow. The site 
included two clusters, the main within a 20 x 5 metre exposure and a 
single artefact located approximately 10-15 metres south on a vehicle 
track amongst riparian vegetation.  
 
The majority of artefacts were made from mudstone and included one 
flake, one distal flake, two medial flakes and 12 flaked pieces. Silcrete 
artefacts included two proximal flakes. 
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AHIMS ID Summary  

AHIMS 37-6-2106 - SPC 10 

Site SPC 10 consisted of three silcrete artefacts (a medial flake, a 
proximal flake and a flaked piece) and was located approximately 60 
metres north of SPC9 on the same raised soil levee alongside 
Black Creek. At this location there was a three-metre-wide middle 
terrace between the upper creek flats and the creek channel and one of 
the artefacts was on a soil exposure on top of the levee, 
whilst the other two artefacts were eroding out of the creek bank 
(approximately 0.2 to 0.5 metres below the lip of the bank suggesting 
there is archaeological deposit in the alluvial topsoils at this 
location to a depth of around 0.5 metres). This site was considered to be 
part of the same archaeological distribution as SPC9. 

 

Table 3: Summary of PADs.  

PADS Summary  

AHIMS 37-6-2101 – St 
Philip’s PAD1 

PAD 1 encompassed the western bank of Black Creek (in the northern 
section), the western and northern banks of the oxbow to a width of 50 
metres, and included the adjacent lower slope. Thick 
vegetation hampered ground surface visibility along Black Creek during 
the initial survey by AECOM, but the gentle banks suggested a high 
potential for archaeological deposit to occur. 
 
Additionally, the lower slope along Wine Country Drive adjacent to the 
oxbow offered an elevated position in close proximity to an ephemeral 
water source. 

AHIMS 37-6-2107 - St 
Philip’s PAD 2 

PAD 2 consisted of the banks of the oxbow inside the loop to a width of 
50 metres. Although access to ephemeral water is available, the natural 
levee associated with the Black Creek archaeological deposit was 
considered to offer a better location for occupation. 

AHIMS 37-6-2108 - St 
Philip’s PAD 3 

PAD 3 included the southern side of the oxbow and part of the western 
bank of Black Creek to a width of 50 metres. In this area, Black creek 
was deeply entrenched with near vertical sides, inhibiting access to the 
water below during the initial survey by AECOM. Very few artefacts were 
found in the many exposures along the creek bank, however, the 
presence of the artefact at SPC 1 suggested that there was still some 
potential for artefactual material. For this reason, the potential for 
archaeological deposit was considered to be low-moderate. 

AHIMS 37-6-2109 - St 
Philip’s PAD4 

PAD 4 included the section of middle drainage line upstream (south) of 
the dam to a width of 50 metres either side. Archaeological sites were 
identified downstream of the dam (SPC8) and on the 
dam wall (SPC4), indicating that middle drainage line had a moderate to 
high potential for containing in situ archaeological deposit, albeit 
probably at a very low density. 
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Figure 2: AHIMS extensive search.  
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Figure 3: AHIMS detail.  
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4.2 Archaeological context and literature 

4.2.1 Previous assessment within the project area  

Two previous assessments have been undertaken within the project area. An additional 

archaeological assessment was completed by Umwelt within the local area. They are summarised 

below:  

AECOM (2009), Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report, Proposed St Phillips College 

Campus Wine Country Drive, Nulkaba.  

The following is as summarised in section 5.4 of the ACHAR prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage 

(2024):  

AECOM (2009) undertook an ACHA of the investigation area and a total of 10 

Aboriginal sites were identified. The assessment also produced a model of 

archaeological deposit within the project area that was based on the presence of 

visible archaeological material and the analysis of suitable landforms. To 

summarise, the assessment identified:  

o One isolated find (solitary stone artefact) in a disturbed context on the 

western side of the remnant woodland in the northern section of the 

study area; 

o Three isolated finds and six low-density artefact scatters associated 

with drainage lines in the southern section, or along the margins of 

Black Creek in the central section (inside the oxbow loop); 

o Areas of archaeological deposit modelled on the visible archaeological 

evidence and analysis of suitable landforms. These areas of deposit 

include the Black Creek margin (inside the oxbow loop) and along the 

length of eastern and western drainage lines, and the downstream 

section of middle drainage line north of the dam. 

o Four areas of Potential Archaeological Deposit (PAD) associated with 

the remaining riparian zones to a width of 50 m from the creek bank 

and along the lower slop adjacent to the oxbow loop. 

In the absence of Aboriginal stakeholder comments on the social (cultural) values 

of the project area, the Aboriginal heritage significance was based on 

archaeological (scientific) significance alone and the sites identified were 

considered to hold low heritage significance values as:  

o The assemblages they contain are commonly found within the Hunter 

Valley region and in the Central Lowlands landscape and are well-

represented elsewhere, are not rare in the local or regional context, 

and offer low research potential; 
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o The sites have also been subject to disturbance due to past land 

practices and subsequent erosion, and are unlikely to remain in-situ; 

and 

o The sites have little potential for public education and offer little 

aesthetic value.  

AECOM recommended that test excavation will be required for the PADs, that archaeological salvage 

excavations under a Section 90 AHIP for the areas modelled as archaeological deposits and/or an 

AHIP for the identified sites, will be required should these be impacted on by the development.  

Umwelt (2011), Aboriginal Cultural Heritage and Archaeological Assessment: Stage 3 

Modification, Austra Coal Mine Project.  

Umwelt completed an ACHAR approximately 6.50 km southwest of study area for an Environmental 

Assessment (EA for Austar Coal Mine. The assessment included archaeological surface surveys in 

consultation with Registered Aboriginal Parties (RAPs). The archaeological survey identified a total of 

13 previously unrecorded archaeological sites comprising 

• Four isolated finds. 

• Four artefact scatters (comprising mostly of mudstone and silcrete artefacts within alluvial 

deposits).  

• Four PADs. 

• One potential scarred tree.  

Majority of these sites were located within hillslope, flats and proximity to streams/creeks. RAPs 

identified that all sites were of cultural significance, and the PAD and potential scarred tree were of 

high cultural significance. An additional 10 known sites were re-surveyed that included similar site 

types as well as grinding grooves and shelter sites. While no archaeological excavations were 

completed as art of the assessment, it was recommended an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 

Management Plan (ACHMP) be prepared, a monitoring program be established, artefacts recovered 

should be stored in a keeping place, and al workers be subject to cultural awareness training  

McCardle Cultural Heritage Pty Ltd (2024), St Philip’s Cessnock College Cessnock Aboriginal 

Cultural Heritage Assessment Report 

McCardle Cultural Heritage Pty Ltd were engaged by Barr Planning on behalf of St Philip’s Cessnock 

College to prepare an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report (ACHAR). The ACHAR 

included approximately 37.05 hectares of the college, of which the excavation area of this report was 

included.  

The AHIMS search resulted in the identification of 9 AHIMS sites within the project area. The majority 

of these sites included isolated and low-density artefact scatters or mudstone and silcrete. Based on 

the AHIMS spatial distributions, artefact scatters occur in higher densities in the vicinity of major 

tributaries (4th and 5th) with lower distribution frequency and densities in proximity to upper tributaries 

and 1st and second order streams. All of the sites within the project area were within 50 m of a water 

source. However, the report does not provide further detail regarding the specific sites within the 

project area or boundary extents of these sites. A detailed summary of sites was provided within the 

CMP (2024) as described in section  

As part of the ACHAR a survey was conducted. No new sites were identified. None of the known sites 

were relocated with the exception of the existing PADs. Three of the PAD extents were redefined. 
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The ACHAR discussed the varying levels of disturbance with vegetation clearance, and excavation 

and fill works associated with the extant school buildings and infrastructure. 

Consultation with RAPs was undertaken as part of the ACAHR process however no RAPs disclosed 

any specific cultural knowledge or information regarding the project area nor did any RAPs attend the 

archaeological survey due to COVID 19 restrictions.  

Umwelt (2025), St Philip’s Christian College Cessnock Aboriginal Heritage Management Plan: 

Aboriginal Sites SPC7 (AHIMS #37-6-2103), SPC9 (AHIMS #37-6-2105) and SPC10 (AHIMS #37-

6-2106). 

Umwelt was engaged by St Philip’s Christian Education Foundation Ltd (St Philip’s) to prepare an 

Aboriginal Heritage Management Plan (AHMP) to fulfil certain requirements of a Direction to Carry 

Out Remedial Works (the Direction) issued by DCCEEW on 5 July 2024. The Direction resulted from 

an investigation by DCCEEW into possible harm caused to SPC7 (AHIMS #37-6-2103), SPC9 

(AHIMS #37-6-2105) and SPC10 (AHIMS #37-6-2106) during ground disturbance activities within the 

study area without an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) in place. The report outlines the 

results of Aboriginal archaeological test excavations undertaken within and directly adjacent to the 

Remediation Areas nominated by the Direction.  

The key findings from excavations associated with SPC9 and SPC10 included the following: 

• 20 m2 x 0.25 m2 test pits were excavated totalling 5 m2 and a total of 33 stone artefacts were 

recovered. 

• The average artefact density per test pit was low at 1.9 which is an average of 6.6 per m2. 

Artefacts classes included flakes (n=9), broken flakes (n=17), a core, a flaked piece and 

retouched flakes (n=5). Retouched flakes included broken backed flakes and flakes used as 

cores. Raw materials included silcrete, mudstone, tuff, volcanic (potentially from thinning an axe 

blank), quartz and quartzite. Signs of heat treating the raw materials for easier manufacture was 

also evident. 

• The artefact analysis and test pit observations found that the SPC9 & SPC10 subsurface testing 

area contains an artefact assemblage that has low archaeological significance and research 

potential. 

The key findings associated with SPC7 included the following:  

• A total of 5 m2 was excavated and a relatively large artefact assemblage of 239 artefacts were 

recovered. Artefact frequencies per test pit ranged from 1–64. The average artefact density per 

test pit was 19.9 and the average density per square metre was 59.75. 

• Artefacts classes included flakes (n=53), broken flakes (n=156), flaked pieces (n=21) and 

retouched flakes (n=9). Retouched flakes included broken backed flakes (n=3), flakes used as 

cores (n=3), one geometric microlith and two artefacts with steep retouch. 

• Raw materials included silcrete, mudstone, tuff, volcanic (potentially from thinning an axe blank) 

and quartzite. Signs of heat treating the raw materials for easier manufacture was also evident. 

• The artefact analysis found that the SPC7 subsurface testing area contained an artefact 

assemblage that has moderate to high archaeological significance and research potential due to 

the moderate-high density assemblage within a relatively intact context, evidence of specialised 

knapping areas and the derivation of material from a heat treatment pit.  

Discussion of SPC7 noted the possibility for the site to extend beyond the boundaries of the 

Remediation Area Boundary, which is itself highly arbitrary. However, further subsurface 
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archaeological investigation is necessary to confirm the extent of these deposits and whether or not 

they relate to archaeological resources recovered as part of this test excavation (See Section 8.3.1).  

4.2.2 Previous geotechnical assessment within the project area  

Douglas and Partners (2009), Preliminary Geotechnical Investigation, St Philip’s Christian 

College, Nulkaba 

Douglas and Partners completed preliminary geotechnical investigations prior to the construction of 

the extant main school in the north of the study area (Figure 4). A total of 13 test bores were 

excavated, one of which was located within the portion of excavated PAD (108) and one in proximity 

to the northern portion of the excavated area (109). Both boreholes encountered topsoil overlaying 

orange brown clay encountered at 0.2-0.6 m.  

RCA Australia (2024), Preliminary Geotechnical Investigation, St Philip’s Christian College, 

Nulkaba 

The findings of the geotechnical investigation studies for the proposed development at St Philip’s 

Christian College Cessnock Campus undertaken by RCA Australia in April 2024 were to inform 

foundation design and mitigate construction risk (Figure 4). The report for surface and subsurface 

conditions was informed by fieldwork undertaken in July 2021. The test results for geotechnical test 

pits and boreholes found soil types of clay, silty clay and clayey silts in depths up to 2.1m. Bedrock 

was not encountered in the test pits or boreholes undertaken for that investigation.  

The geotechnical test pits in the area to the south of the D.A.L.E. building and within the 

archaeological test excavation area were test pit 1, test pit 2, test pit 3, test pit 4 and test pit 6 (Figure 

4). These test pits encountered topsoil of between 0.2-0.3m thickness overlying residual natural 

sandy clay and clay soils up to 2.1m depths. Test pit 6 encountered fill material at depths to 0.15m, as 

topsoil had been removed for the parking area.  
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Figure 4: Borehole locations (Douglas and Partners 2009; RCA Australia 2024).  
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4.3 Historic records of Aboriginal material cultural 

The Wonnarua people have inhabited the land along the lower Hunter River for time immemorial. 

Europeans recorded eleven Ngurras of the Worimi Nation, however, Worimi Elders record that there 

were eighteen (Worimi Conservation Lands, n.d.; ‘Gathang’, Murrbay, n.d.; Brayshaw 1987, p.35). 

Enright (1932, p.6) noted the confusion among European observers about what constituted ‘tribes’, 

‘hordes’ and language groups. He also claimed the Garuagal ‘occupied country adjoining Teleghery 

Creek and along the lower Hunter, and their territory joined that of the Buraigal, who lived on the right 

bank of Karuah up to Stroud (Enright 1932, p.6; see also Elkin 1932). The Guringai, Guringay or 

Gringai people are the traditional custodians of the land between the Hunter and Manning Rivers, 

‘from the ocean to and including the Great Dividing Range’. Guringai Country extends to Singleton 

and to the Barrington Ranges, according to Robert Syron and Luke Russell, ‘bordering the Birripai 

speaking people of the north, the Awabakal people to the south and the Wannarua and Komelroi 

people to the west’. While there is some uncertainty over the precise relationship between Gringai 

and Wonnarua and inland Worimi, the groups were closely aligned (Syron and Russell 2018; Archer, 

2007, pp.73-118).  

To the west, Wonnarua were neighbours with Darkinyung and to the northwest, Gomeroi 

(Gamilaraay/Kamilaroy). These people also had close connections with the Wonnarua in the upper 

Hunter Valley, where there is one reference to the people of Newcastle being known as the 

Mulubinba (Moolabinda), rather than the place. (University of Newcastle Special Collections, 2013). 

Mann who arrived at Brisbane Water in 1842 recalled that the ‘the New-castle, or ''Moolabinda'' tribe’ 

was ‘at enmity’ with the Wannungine around Brisbane Water. However European observers were 

renowned for mistaking or conflating place and people (Mann, 1936, p.9).  

The river, its tributaries and the surrounding valley was a centre for Wonnarua people. They called 

Hunter River the Coquun, or ‘fresh water’. The lower reaches of the Paterson River were called 

Yimmang and the Williams River was known as Dooriibang. The Coquun valley is generally 

undulating country with lightly timbered flood plains with Iron Bark Gum and Box trees and open 

native grasslands. The edges of the Hunter, Goulburn, Paterson, and Williams Rivers were thickly 

treed with ‘swamp oaks’ and similar timber canopies. Smaller tributary creek systems had grassy or 

swampy ‘meadows’, ‘chains of ponds’ and ‘billabongs’. Some creeks and rivers had dense vine 

forests and ‘scrub’ along their banks. The flood plains and the hills above however were lightly 

timbered with grassy plains that supported a vast array of larger animals. The sweeping valleys 

around the lower Hunter region in particular were an incredibly rich environment that supported a 

large population of Aboriginal people (Hunter Living Histories 2012; Lucas et al n.d., p.90; Lang 1875, 

p.90). 

Archaeologists have found evidence of people across the valley from at least 20,000 years ago, with 

more dense population from around 10,000 years ago at the end of the last Ice Age. A campfire 

hearth at Glennies Creek, some 35 kilometres north of Branxton has been dated at 20,200 years 

Before Present (BP). In surrounding regions, Aboriginal occupation has been dated to 19,000 years 

ago on the Liverpool Plains, 11,000 years ago in the upper Mangrove Creek catchment of the 

Hawkesbury River and 17,000 years ago at Moffats Swamp near Raymond Terrace. However, the 

majority of dated Aboriginal archaeological sites in the Hunter Valley are less than 4,000 years of age. 

Yet if we consider other evidence of occupation in other parts of the continent that has been dated to 

between 40,000 and 60,000 years ago and the landscape history of the Hunter Valley region itself, it 

is very likely people were living across the valley for more than 20,000 years (Hunter Living Histories 

2012; Lucas et al n.d., p.6 & 11). 

There were and are many important communication networks across the region. Song lines 

connected people by pathways and points across the landscape. Group boundaries along the 

pathways were where the dream time songs changed and have been noted as ‘hand-over points.’ As 



St Philip’s Christian College 
Archaeological Test Excavation Report 

  
Page 20 

 

Cameron Archer notes, territories were not separated by discreet boundaries; ‘rather they were within 

a series of pathways which were probably related to physical features of the land.’ Song lines that 

criss-cross the broader Coquun valley region were very important elements of Wonnarua, Gringai and 

other neighbouring groups lifeways and cultures (Archer 2007, p.86). 

Wonnarua and Gringai clans or family groups cooperated in both hunting and food gathering. The 

clans had rights and relationships with other clan groups with whom they inter-married, some of 

whom may have belonged to different language groups. It was therefore not uncommon for wives to 

speak different languages or dialects from their husbands, and for children to speak both languages 

(Brayshaw 1987, p.36). 

Kinship is interwoven throughout Wonnarua and Guringai society, as it is in all First Nations across 

Australia. This creates a complex dynamic in which, as archaeologist Helen Brayshaw notes, ‘every 

individual had a specific relationship with every other individual, with the food they ate, and with the 

land.’ This wide network of kinship ties and obligations extended economic and social links far beyond 

clan heartlands. People travelled widely for social, marital and other exchanges. These extended 

rights and ties were promoted and maintained by regular gatherings or corroborees at which songs 

and dances were exchanged and wives were sought. Ceremonies such as initiation or ‘food increase’ 

and trade of goods was common across wide areas and into surrounding nations such as Gomeroi, 

Worimi and others (Brayshaw 1987, p.36). 

Wonnarua and Gringai men hunted the large animals such as kangaroos, wallaby and emus, whilst 

the women and children hunted smaller animals and collected fruits, berries and medicinal plants. 

Yams were important staples. A French officer in the New South Wales Corp Francis Louis Barrallier 

observed at Newcastle in 1802 people eating ‘the roots of Fern and a sort of root or yam’. The 

rhizome of the ferns was reported at Lake Macquarie and Dungog, where it was called ‘Bungwall’. It 

was roasted in the ashes and pounded to a paste between two stones (Brayshaw 1987, p.74). 

As Gringai Elder James Wilson-Miller describes:  

Each kinship group moved in a cyclical pattern through their allotted lands. Men 

were responsible for hunting the larger game, such as the womboin (kangaroo), 

murrin (emu), ukae (dingo) and the baninbellang (wallaby). Their skills were also 

applied to fishing. Women, on the other hand, gathered bush fruits, yams, grubs, 

roots, waterlilies and the many species of smaller game such as the wirraman 

(lizard), mouse and possum (Miller 1985).  

Another important food source was the cabro or ship’s worm. Lieutenant James Grant described this 

in 1801: 

On our passage down it [Hunter River], we saw several natives with their canoes 

… In many of them we saw fires, and in some of them observed that kind of 

eatable to which they give the name of cabra: it appears to be abominably filthy, 

however when dressed it is not disagreeable to the taste. The cabra is a species of 

worm which breeds in the wood that happens to be immersed in water, and are 

found in such parts of the river wherein trees have fallen ... When fire is not at 

hand, the natives cat them raw … I tasted them on the recommendation of one of 

my men, and found them not unpalatable (Grant 1803, pp.162-3). 

Nets were made and used to catch emu and makroo (fish). Women, girls and uninitiated boys 

gathered roots, berries and smaller game in the kokas (coolamons) and buakuls (string bags). They 
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dug for yams and other taproots with their yamsticks and waded into creeks for waterlilies (Miller 

1985). 

Wooden weapons and utensils included boomerangs, woomeras and digging sticks. Various plant 

gums and resins were used as adhesives for certain weapons and tools. Stone was used to make 

axe heads, scrapers, knives, chisels and spear heads.  Stone tools were often made at distant 

locations and traded far and wide (Brayshaw 1987, p.35; Worimi Conservation Lands n.d.).  

It was noted in the 1820s that Worimi in the Port Stephens area traded with ‘the upper districts of the 

Hunter's River or its branches’, undoubtedly the Wonnarua and Gringai people. This consisted of 

trade in ‘iron tomahawks, seashells, with which they scrape and sharpen their spears, and pieces of 

glass’ and that these were exchanged for ‘opossum skins’ and ‘belts of yarn’ that could be made into 

various items including nets and head adornments. 

Sustaining resources was critical to Wonnarua and Gringai people. They well understood this and 

moved through areas of their Country in regular cycles, guided by seasonal conditions. This helped 

ensure they didn’t hunt, fish or harvest an area too much so there would be food for the next season. 

They also had totem animals that were not hunted (Brayshaw 1987, p.35,76; Worimi Conservation 

Lands n.d; Fawcett 1898, p.152; Threlkeld in Gunson 1974, pp.55,73; Sokoloff 1973, p.103). For 

example, at Lake Macquarie, the men had ‘great veneration’ for the flying fox believing that ‘if a man 

were to kill me purposely, he will also be killed.’ According to the missionary Threlkeld ‘they would not 

look at it nor speak its name.’ The women were unaffected by the flying fox but had a similar 

relationship with a small bird like a woodpecker. Totems also had a bearing in kinship and marriage. 

The ethnologist W. J. Enright noted that ‘the Worimi had, within the hordes, divisions each with a 

totem peculiar to itself’ (Enright 1932:6). 

 

Wooden weapons and utensils such as boomerangs, woomeras (spear-throwers) and digging sticks 

were made from trees such as Wild Myrtle. Various plant gums and resins were used as adhesives 

for certain weapons tools. Various stones were used to make axe heads, scrapers, knives, chisels 

and spear heads. In the Newcastle area chert (a flint-like quartz) was mined for tool-making. All these 

tools and other items would have been traded amongst the Awabagal clans as well as with 

neighbouring groups including Wonnarua and Worimi people (Brayshaw 1987 p.35; Maynard et al 

2021; Threlkeld in Gunson 1974, pp.42, 54, 206).  

 

Wonnarua and Guringai Country is landscape rich in the imprint of art as well as industry. In the 

Pokolbin State Forest area an extant network of caves are noteworthy for their hand stencils and 

series of vertical lines. The lines may have been created using an actual digging stick as a stencil. 

Uncle Warren Taggart, Aboriginal Elder of the Wonnarua people, suggests they reflected ‘the people 

that were there’, indicating they may have been a kind of census (Hunter Living Histories 2018).  
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5.0 LANDSCAPE CONTEXT 

The following landscape context is summarised from the McCardle Cultural Heritage Pty Ltd (2024) 

ACHAR. See Appendix B for full landscape context discussion.  

5.1 Soils, geology and landforms  

McCardle discussed the project area consists of creek and creek flats on a low gradient slope. The 

investigation area was located within ‘Permian Dalwood Group including the Rutherford Formation 

that consists of mudstone, conglomerate sandstone, sandstone and shale’, mudstone being a raw 

material suitable for stone knapping. The Unit A and Unit B of the Branxton soil landscape of the 

study area is considered Holocene and Pleistocene and has potential to contain very old alluvial 

archaeological deposits. Branxton soils typically comprise yellow soloths of brown loamy sand topsoil 

with a gradual or clear change to bleached bright brown or yellow orange loamy sand on lower 

slopes. The subsoils comprise brown clay, sometimes mottled from approximately 250 mm onwards. 

Flats adjacent to creek lines and water sources typically comprise alluvial siliceous sands of brown 

sandy loam overlaying a dull yellow brown loamy sand.  

5.2 Hydrology 

Black Creek, a 3rd order stream flows directly adjacent PAD 01 and was between approximately 160 – 

3 m from the excavation test pit locations of this report (see 7.0 and 8.0). Three additional first-order 

drainage lines are present, one of which flows east within the centre of the PAD, the other two 

drainage lines are located southwest of the PAD.  
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6.0 SUMMARY AND PREDICTIONS 

6.1 Regional and local archaeological character 

The following is outlined in section 6.8-6.9 of the ACHAR (McCardle 2024): 

The inferences that can be made about the nature of occupation within the 

investigation area and the previously identified sites in the project area are limited 

by the small sample size. However, consistent with the occupation model (Kuskie 

and Kamminga 2000), it is inferred from the evidence obtained during the survey 

that:  

o Aboriginal people used and occupied the area at a low to moderate 

intensity within the past 4,000 years. Although occupation of the region 

extends back to at least 20,000 years ago, the environmental context 

would have been very different to the present over such an extended of 

time;  

o the area was very well suited for occupation including camping through 

repeated visits, longer duration, and/or visited by small to moderate groups 

of people. This is expected due to the proximity to reliable water and 

resources as well as the presence of flats that was suitable for camping. 

This is evidenced through the high number of sites and densities of those 

sites. However, it is not possible to determine the evidence represents 

continued occupation including camping and hunting and/or gathering or 

numerous transitory movements;  

o most of the surface artefact evidence appears to be consistent with 

transitory movement through the landscape and short-duration visits by 

small to medium parties of hunters and/or gatherers for food procurement; 

and  

o the stone material mudstone and silcrete were predominantly used for 

stone-working activities, largely because of its local availability, and it was 

probably procured fro, relatively local colluvial gravels in a casual, 

opportunistic manner.  

The survey results are consistent with, or do not contradict the general model of 

occupation. 

Although the results from this assessment are limited by the sample size, the 

evidence can be compared with other assessment and sites from the region. The 

main purpose for this is to identify any differences or similarities with other 

assessments throughout the region (such as site patterning, site types, land form 

preference etc) in order to provide a framework to interpret and establish 

representativeness for the identified sites within the investigation area. Several 

similarities have been recognised between the evidence within the investigation 

area and other assessments from the surrounding area. These are as follows:  
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o prevalence of stone artefact evidence (not surprising given the durability of 

stone); 

o similar raw materials used for tool manufacture (mudstone and silcrete); 

o similar artefact types (flakes, broken flakes, flake pieces, cores); and 

o  sites located on similar landforms (creeks, flats). 

6.2 Predictive model 

The following is as outline din section 6.10 of the ACHAR (McCardle 2024):  

In view of the survey results, the predictive model of site location can be 

reassessed for the investigation area as follows:  

o The potential for bora/ceremonial, carved tree, scarred tree, rock engraving 

and stone arrangement sites to occur within the investigation remains 

assessed as very low or negligible. 

o No direct evidence of lithic procurement sites was identified, however the 

potential for casual, opportunistic procurement of stone, such as mudstone 

from creek gravels within the investigation area cannot be discounted. 

o  No evidence was encountered of burial sites, and although the potential 

for skeletal remains to occur within the investigation area is considered to 

be very low, it cannot be discounted. 

o  Sites of traditional cultural significance (such as mythological sites) were 

not identified by the Aboriginal stakeholders or stakeholder representatives 

involved in the investigation. 

o The registered Aboriginal stakeholders also did not disclose any specific 

knowledge of other cultural values/places (for example, historically known 

places or resource use areas). However, the possibility cannot be excluded 

that traditional or historical Aboriginal values or associations may exist that 

were not divulged to MCH by the persons consulted, although this potential 

is assessed as low. 

o Several open artefact sites were identified within the investigation area. 

There remains a high potential for additional open artefact evidence to 

occur in the areas currently obscured by vegetation.  

o Site location, in relation to landforms and proximity to reliable water is also 

supported by the evidence. 
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7.0 TEST EXCAVATION METHODOLOGY 

7.1 Aims and Objectives  

Sub-surface testing aims to assess the presence or absence of sub-surface archaeological deposits 

and identify the nature, depth and extent of these deposits. From this, an assessment of 

archaeological significance will be made. This will allow appropriate management and mitigation 

measures to be developed where objects will be harmed.  

A number of research questions have been designed to guide the archaeological fieldwork for this 

project. The purpose of the research questions is to provide parameters to allow the fieldwork to be 

focussed and to provide useful data to guide future management of Aboriginal objects throughout the 

life of this project. They can also help determine significance of Aboriginal objects and to assess the 

risk of harm as a result of the proposed activity.  

The key research questions underpinning the test excavation are as follows:   

• Does AHIMS 37-6-2101 (St Philip’s PAD 1) contain Aboriginal objects?  

• How are artefacts connected to the landform, and in what ways does the character of the site 

reflect its position within the broader landscape? 

• Are there stratified deposits present? 

• How does the archaeological resource of the site compare to other known sites in the region? 

• Are materials suitable for dating present? 

7.2 Test excavation personnel  

Test excavations were undertaken by the following personnel (Table 4):  

Table 4: Test excavation personnel.  

Personnel Role  

Kristen Tola  Excavation Supervisor (Artefact Heritage) 

Lily Hackett Archaeologist (Artefact Heritage)  

Neve Penklis  Archaeologist (Artefact Heritage)  

Bonnie Clarke  Archaeologist (Artefact Heritage)  

Jason Browne RAP (Mindaribba LALC) 

Carolyn Hickey  RAP (Indigenous Services Pty Ltd) 

Amanda De Zwart  RAP (Amanda Hickey Cultural Services) 

Steven Hickey  RAP (Widescope Indigenous Group) 

Clarissa Swan  RAP (Culturally Aware) 
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7.3 Sample strategy  

Only areas of PAD 1 within the proposed work footprint were subject to test excavations (Table 5). To 

minimise the destruction of archaeological resources, test excavations were completed in accordance 

with Requirements 15 and 16 of the Code of Practice. Consequently, no more than 0.5% of the PAD 

was disturbed and excavations ceased once sufficient data had been gathered. A total of 32 test pits 

measuring 500 mm x 500 mm) were proposed to be excavated across the areas of proposed impact 

to AHIMS ID 37-6-2101 (St Philip’s PAD 1). These test pits were evenly spaced between 15 m 

intervals.  

Two of the 32 test pits were not excavated (test pit 2 and test pit 13) due to being located within areas 

of high ground disturbance as shown in Figure 5 (see section 8.0 for discussion).  

Table 5: Summary of sample area  

Site 
Total area of 
excavation (m2) 

Total area of site (m2) 
Excavated percentage 
of total area (%) 

AHIMS ID 37-6-2101 - 
St Philip’s PAD 1 

7.5 56,575 0.013 

 

7.4 Excavation procedure  

All test pits were excavated by hand, and all retrieved deposits were sieved through a 5 mm wire-

mesh sieve using wet sieving. The first test excavation units of PAD 1 were excavated and 

documented in 50 mm vertical spits. Following this, all test pits were excavated by 100 mm spits. All 

pits were excavated to culturally sterile (clay) deposits to confirm whether Aboriginal objects were 

present.  

A recording sheet was completed for each test pit. Details recorded on each sheet include the date of 

excavation, name of excavators, depth, soil description and PH values for each spit. A photographic 

record was made for the north wall and the base of every test pit, and a scale drawing of a 

representative section wall of each test pit was completed. The location of each test pit was recorded 

using a hand-held differential GPS with 30 cm accuracy. Once dug to sterile clay test pits were 

backfilled with clean commercial sand.  

7.5 Radiometric dating  

Section 3.4 of the test excavation methodology outlined samples of organic material suitable for 

radiometric dating (charcoal, bone, shell, wood, etc.) would be collected, where possible, for the 

dating of archaeological deposits, if present. During test excavations no suitable material was 

identified and therefore no samples were collected.  
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Figure 5: Location of excavated test pits.  
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8.0 EXCAVATION RESULTS 

8.1 Landforms, soils and disturbance 

A total of 30 test pits were excavated (Figure 5). Test pit 2 and test pit 13 was not excavated due to 

its location within a gravel and bitumen carpark the natural sloped landform of which had been 

significantly modified (Figure 12). The following discussion separates the test pits into mid slope (test 

pit 15-29), lower slope (test pit 1-8) and creek flat (test pit 9 -14) closest to the banks of Black Creek 

due to the similarities in landform context and soil deposits encountered.  

8.1.1 Mid slope  

Test pits 15-32 were situated east of Wine Country Drive and west of a gravel vehicle farm access 

track. Within this area of the PAD and in between test pit locations several ground disturbances and 

existing subsurface surfaces were observed including:  

• A concrete pad  

• Subsurface drainage  

• Agricultural irrigation channels  

• Deposited fill gravel from the vehicle track  

As such test pits were placed in areas of least disturbance. Test pits 30, 31 and 32 were offset by 

approximately 0.5 m to avoid an agricultural irrigation channel and planted trees.  

Soils encountered in this area typically comprised humic stained silty sandy loam with grass rootlets 

overlaying a slightly lighter grey, yellow brown sandy clay terminating onto a yellow sticky clay. A thin 

lens (typically 1-2 spits) of sub-angular small gravels (<5 cm) were encountered throughout the test 

pits. Only one pit (test pit 26) encountered charcoal. The clay base within several of the test pits in 

this area was significantly cracked and undulating. Test pit 26 is representative of the soil and clay 

cracking encountered on the mid slope as summarised in Table 6.  

Table 6: Stratigraphic description of Test Pit 26 (representative of upper slopes) 

Spit  Description  Munsell and pH 

1 (0-100 mm) 
Thick grass and root loots overlaying unform dark humic stained 
sandy loam. Soil was fairly coarse and lightly compact with few 
gravel inclusions.  10 YR 2/2  

pH 7 ½  

2 (100-200 mm) 
Dark brown sandy loam continues into spit 2. Lense of gravel 
through spit 2 and throughout test pit.  

3 (200-300 mm) 
Diffuse transition into more orange/yellow brown sandy clay 
loam with gravel inclusions continuing. Sharp transition to 
orange, brown mottled clay at base of spit.  

10 YR – 2/2  
pH – 8  

4 (300-400 mm) 

A large east-west facing crack between clay encountered 
(possible cracked B horizon). The crack was filled with above 
brown silty sandy loam that continued sightly beneath the 
southern clay baulk.  

7.5 YR  
pH 7 ½  



St Philip’s Christian College 
Archaeological Test Excavation Report 

  
Page 29 

 

Spit  Description  Munsell and pH 

5 (400-500 mm) 

Southern side of clay baulk was removed to investigate if the 
clay was natural or had been redeposited overlaying natural 
deposits. The deposit within the crack was slightly under the lip 
of the clay baulk.  

4/4 10 YR  
pH 8 

6 (500-600 mm) 
Deposit within the crack continued but narrowed and terminated 
at 600 mm onto orange yellow brown sterile natural clay.  

 

Figure 6: North wall of TP 26 prior to clay removal  Figure 7: Base of test pit 26 

 
 

 
 

Figure 8: Base of TP 26 post-clay removal  
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Figure 9: Stratigraphic drawing of TP 26 

 

8.1.2 Lower slope  

Test pits 1-8 were situated on the slower slope descending eastward towards Black Creek. A single 

Surface artefact (red silcrete flake) was identified in between test pit 15 and test pit 4 (Figure 13 and 

Figure 14). The northern portion of this part of the PAD comprise comparatively high levels of ground 

disturbance and landform modification through the construction of a gravel and bitumen carpark and 

subsurface drainage (Figure 12). These areas of high disturbance and landform modification resulted 

in very shallow deposits (<2 spits) of moderately compact grey yellowy brown silty clay with gravel 

inclusions overlaying yellow clay. Comparatively, test pits 5 and 6 were the only two test pits in this 

lower sloped area that comprised 4 spits which appeared far less disturbed and likely representative 

of the natural deposits and gravels of the slope as summarised in Table 7 (Figure 10 and Figure 11).  

Table 7: Stratigraphic description of test pit 5 (representative of upper slopes). 

Spit  Description  Munsell and pH 

1 (0-100 mm) 
Medium brown silty sandy loam with grass rootlets. Loosely 
compact fined grained soil with no gravel inclusions.  

5 YR 3/3  
pH -6 

2 (100-200 mm) 

Spit 1 continues into spit 2. At about 150 mm a sharp transition of 
sub-circular gravel pebble lens was encountered throughout the 
pit (approximately 60% of the soil matrix). The gravels 
compromise about 3-10 cm clasts). A single red flaked artefact 
with cortex was encountered while excavating.  

5 YR 4/3 – 
pH – 6 

3 (200-300 mm) 

Gravels continue into spit 3. Soil transitions into slightly yellower 
brown sandy clay. Small (<3 mm) charcoal flecks in southern wall 
of spit. Yellow sticky clay was encountered in the SW corner that 
descended toward the NE corner.  

7.5 YR 4/6  
pH – 6  

4 (300-320 mm) 
Spit 3 gravel deposit continued to descend NE until a depth of 320 
in the NE corner. Some of the gravels were imbedded into the 
yellow sticky clay depressions.  

10 YR – 5/8  
pH - 6 
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Figure 10: Base of TP 5 Figure 11: North wall of TP 5 

  
 

Figure 12: Proposed location TP 2, abandoned due to disturbance levels in that area. View 
northwest 

 
 
Figure 13: Surface artefact  Figure 14: Location of surface artefact. View 

southwest  
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Figure 15: Stratigraphic drawing of TP 5.  

 

8.1.3 Creek flat  

Test pits 9-14 were located within the flat banks of Black Creek. Test pit 11-14 were offset between 1-

3 m from their proposed location due to the presence of very compact gravels and bitumen. Test pit 

12-14 were highly disturbed and very shallow as summarised in Table 9. Test pit 9 and 11 were the 

deepest test pits of the whole PAD (<600 mm) to be excavated comprising very loosely sandy clay 

soils with minimal gravels likely representative of the natural alluvial deposits of the creek (Table 8, 

Figure 16 and Figure 17).  

Due to time constraints test pit 13 was not excavated. Soil deposits on the test pits either side of test 

pit 13 (test pit 12 and test pit 14 comprised similar shallow highly disturbed deposits and it was 

therefore assumed similar deposits would be encountered in test pit 13.  

Table 8: Stratigraphic description of test pit 9 (representative of natural deposits of creek flat). 

Spit  Description  Munsell and pH 

1 (0-100 mm) 
Pale grey, brown sandy loam loosely compact. Minimal 
gravels and grassroots.  

10 YR 3/3  
pH – 7  

2 (100-200 mm) 
Fined grained sandy silty soil with slight clay content. Sparse 
relets and few gravel inclusions.  

10 YR – 3/4  
pH – 6 ½  

3 (200-300 mm) 
One large rock, potential manuport from base of spit 3 also in 
upper spit 4.  

10 YR – 5/4  
pH – 6  

4 (300-400 mm) Slightly paler sandy silt. Some mottling clay. 

7.5 YR 4/6  
pH – 6  

5 (400-500 mm) 

Upper deposits continue into spit 5 with increasing 
yellow/orangey clay. Some ironstone and manganese 
gravels. One heat treated tuff artefact identified within base of 
spit layer when excavating.  
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Spit  Description  Munsell and pH 

6 (500-600 mm) 

Clay content increased from previous spit becoming more 
compact towards base of spit. Infrequent Ironstone and 
manganese gravels throughout spit (<2 mm and <1%). 
Additional two potential artefacts identified while excavating.  

 

Figure 16: Base of TP 9 Figure 17: North wall of TP 9 

 
 

 
 

Figure 18: In situ rock in base of spit 3 in TP 9 
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Figure 19: Stratigraphic drawing of TP 9.  

 

Table 9: Stratigraphic description of test pit 12 (representative of disturbance) 

Spit  Description  Munsell and pH 

1 (0-100 mm) 
Grey, brown fine-medium grained silty soils with sub-angular 
gravels (10-40 mm). Some grass roots. Approximately 70% road 
gravels.  

2.5 YR 4/2 – Dark 
grey brown  
pH – 8 ½  

2 (100-130 mm) 
Gravels continue overlaying onto a hard transition of dark red-
brown clay at 130 mm depth.  

7.5 YR 2.5/2 – 
Very dark brown  
pH – 7 ½  

 

Figure 20: Base of TP 12 Figure 21: North wall of TP 12 
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Figure 22: Proposed location TP 13, abandoned due to disturbance levels in that area. View 
northeast 

 
 
 

Figure 23: Stratigraphic drawing of TP 12 
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8.2 Aboriginal objects 

8.2.1 Preamble  

The predominant aim of artefact analysis is to classify and quantify artefacts for the purposes of 

extracting meaningful data with which to characterise and compare assemblages. The main attributes 

of artefacts recorded included provenance details, raw material, typology, dimensions, proportion of 

cortex and weight. If applicable, artefacts were characterised as tool types, and information specific to 

cores (such platform types and number of complete and partial flake scars) was also recorded.  

For the purpose of attaining meaningful data, it is important that the categories assigned to 

characterise artefact attributes are neither unnecessarily complex (thereby confounding results and 

identification of trends and relationships), nor too broad (thereby not providing enough information).  

Numerous classificatory schemes for stone artefacts exist, some which focus on the interpreted 

‘function’ of the artefact, some which focus on the morphology of the artefact, and some which 

combine both approaches. This technical report does not include scope for supplementary 

investigation, such as use-wear or residue analysis. The following analysis section focuses on 

artefact morphology. 

Classification of the raw material of artefacts is no less problematic than classifying the type of 

artefact. Lampert (1993) noted that, as well as there being significant variability possible within any 

single rock type, many raw material grades into one another in their naturally occurring seams and 

cobbles.  

8.2.1.1 Distribution and density  

A total of 72 stone artefacts were recovered from the test excavations (Figure 27). Of the 28 test pits 

only 15 contained artefacts. Artefacts were concentrated within two distinct areas of the PAD. One 

concentration was located in the southern portion of the PAD on the southern side of the east-west 

drainage line that flows across the PAD. This concentration comprised a total of 23 artefacts within six 

test pits measuring approximately 37 x 76 m (see section 8.3.1). Artefacts per test pit ranged from 

one-six in this area.  

The second concentration of artefacts was located in the central portion of the PAD and northern 

portion of the testing area, south of an existing school building (see section 8.3.2). This concentration 

was deposited within seven test pits comprising 48 artefacts including the red surface silcrete flake. 

This concentration measured approximately 67 m x 118 m. A total of four of the seven test pits in this 

concentration ranged from one or two artefacts per test pit. Comparatively test pit 15 contained eight 

artefacts and test pit 17 comprised 22 artefacts (the highest density of all the test pits excavated), 

both located within the southern portion of this concentration. Test pit 9 contained 9 artefacts which 

was also the test pit where the majority of artefacts deposited at a greater depth (>spit 4) were 

located. A single artefact was recovered from test pit 14 approximately 115 m east of test pit 9.  

8.2.1.2 Spit count 

The majority of artefacts were recovered from spit 2 (100-200 mm), followed by spit 3 (200-300 mm) 

(Figure 24). Gravel deposits were also encountered within largely spit 2 and 3. As mentioned, one 

surface flake was identified. A total of five artefacts were recovered from spit 1, one of which was 

within the test pit adjacent to the surface artefact (test pit 15). Therefore, the surface flake may be a 

surface expression of the subsurface scatter. However, this area was in proximity to high pedestrian 

and vehicle areas and was also regularly mowed therefore may have been redeposited. The majority 

of artefacts within deeper spits (spit 4- 6) were retrieved from test pit 9.  

 



St Philip’s Christian College 
Archaeological Test Excavation Report 

  
Page 37 

 

Figure 24: Visual representation of the number of artefacts per spit.  

 

8.2.1.3 Raw material 

The assemblage of artefacts raw material type (Figure 25) comprised largely of silcrete (29, 40%) of 

varying colours (red, pink, yellow), followed by mudstone (22, 30%, yellow, brown, red), quartz (11, 

pink and white), Quartzite (4), tuff (3) then chalcedony (1) and granite (1). Test pit 17 comprised the 

highest concentration of silcrete artefacts (12).  

Figure 25: Visual representation of raw material types.  

 

8.2.1.4 Typology  

The large majority of artefacts comprised flake fragments (36) including broken laterally (3), distal 

(20), proximal (6) and medial flakes (7) all of varying raw material types. Flake fragments can be 

indicative of site disturbance, where artefacts have been broken through trampling, deposition or past 

subsurface impact. This was followed by complete flakes (20) of varying materials (dominated by 

silcrete and mudstone). A total of 12 artefacts were identified as debris (mudstone, silcrete and 

quartz). A total of two cores (chalcedony and quartzite) were recovered both from the same northern 

artefact scatter and within spit 3-4. See Figure 26 below.  
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Figure 26: Visual representation of typologies.  

 

8.2.1.5 Reduction stages  

Artefacts that are the result of early-stage reduction tend to have a long transverse margin and short 

on the longitudinal/lateral margin. As artefacts are prone to fracture along their shortest margin, 

longitudinal/lateral flake fragments are indicative of early-stage artefact manufacture. The higher 

percentage of transverse flake fragments in the deposit indicates that the site is predominantly 

characteristic of later stage artefact manufacture processes.  

8.2.1.6 Cores and Cortex  

A total of two cores (chalcedony and quartzite) were recovered both from the same northern artefact 

scatter and within spit 3-4. The chalcedony core comprised a multi core with 3 platforms and evidence 

of preparation. It did not appear to be not exhausted. The quartzite core only had 1 platform with no 

preparation but was also not exhausted. Both cores exhibited elongated negative flake scaring. This 

is consistent with the higher percentage of transverse flake fragments within the larger assemblage 

and of the 20 complete flakes 10 exhibited elongated, block or expanding form. A total of 12 artefacts 

still retained evident of cortex, mostly mudstone followed by silcrete artefacts.  

8.2.1.7 Retouch  

Of the 23 complete flakes, only 3 flakes exhibited evidence of retouch. One red quartzite within spit 2 

of test pit 17 exhibited denticulate retouch on the right margin (dorsal) within quadrant 2 and 4. One 

yellow mudstone within test pit 17 (spit 2) had evidence of bifacial chattering retouch on the left 

margin. One red mudstone from test pit 15 (spit 2) also had evidence of bifacial chattering but on all 4 

quadrants of the flake. Two artefacts demonstrated evidence of being heat affected, both mudstone, 

one from test pit 17 and one from test pit 5.  
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Figure 27: Excavation results.  
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8.3 Revised and newly identified Aboriginal sites 

8.3.1 St Phillips College Artefact Scatter 11 (SPC AS 11) 

Site name St Phillips College Artefact Scatter 11 (SPC AS11)  

AHIMS ID AHIMS ID 37-6-4590 

Site type Artefact subsurface scatter  

Length 115 m  

Width 80 m 

Zone 56 

Easting 345528 

Northing 6369893 

Horizontal accuracy 30 cm 

Location method Non-differential GPS 

Landform pattern Undulating plain  

Landform unit Low gradient slope and flat creek bank  

Land use Recreation/Semi-rural 

Vegetation Cleared  

Distance to water 11 m  

Directions to site Enter St Philip’s Christian College Cessnock from 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 
2325. Pass the reception and continue south along the gravel vehicle track until 
you reach the scatter near the agricultural shed.  

Description of features The subsurface artefact scatter was identified through test excavations of PAD 
01 (AHIMS ID 37-6-2101) (Figure 28 and Figure 29). The scatter comprised 23 
artefacts within 6 test pits. Artefacts per test pit ranged from 1-6 in this area. 
Artefacts comprised mudstone (6), quartz (7), tuff (1), silcrete (8), quartz (7), 
quartzite (1).  

Site interpretation A low-density artefact scatter of moderate significance. The scatter contains in 
situ secondary reduction events decreasing in artefact density with further 
distance from Black Creek. The boundary of the scatter is restricted to the 
sample areas of PAD 01 that were tested and therefore the artefact scatter 
likely extends further east towards Black Creek. Further subsurface 
investigation outside of the current study area would be necessary to determine 
whether the deposit extends towards, or is contiguous with, SPC7 (AHIMS #37-
6-2103).  

Site condition Good 

Open/closed site Open 

Restrictions None  

Figure 28: Eastern edge of SPC AS 11. View 
southeast.  

Figure 29: northern extent of SPC AS 11 in 
proximity to the drainage line to the left. View 
west.  
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8.3.2 St Phillips College Artefact Scatter 12 (SPC AS 12) 

Site name St Phillips College Artefact Scatter 12 (SPC AS 12) 

AHIMS ID AHIMS ID 37-6-4591  

Site type Artefact subsurface scatter  

Length 135.5 m  

Width 103 m  

Zone 56 

Easting 345536 

Northing 6369625 

Horizontal accuracy 30 cm 

Location method Non-differential GPS 

Landform pattern Undulating plain  

Landform unit Low gradient slope and flat creek bank  

Land use Recreation/Semi-rural  

Vegetation Cleared 

Distance to water 26 m  

Directions to site Enter St Philip’s Christian College Cessnock from 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 
2325. Pass west, the reception and continue south along the gravel vehicle 
track until you reach the scatter south of a children’s playground and school 
building. 

Description of features A total of 48 artefacts were recovered from test excavations from 7 test pits 
(Figure 30). A total of 4 of the 7 test pits in this concentration ranged from 1-2 
artefacts per test pit. Comparatively test pit 15 contained 8 artefacts and test pit 
17 comprised 22 artefacts (the highest density of all the test pits excavated). 
Test pit 9 also contained 9 artefacts although to the east closest to the bank of 
Black creek.  

Site interpretation The site is assessed as a moderate density artefact scatter with colluvial and 
alluvial soil deposits. The scatter contains in situ secondary reduction events. 
The boundary of the scatter is restricted to the sample areas of PAD 01 that 
were tested and therefore the artefact scatter likely extents further east towards 
Black Creek. The site was assessed as being of moderate significance.  

Site condition Good 

Open/closed site Open 

Restrictions None  

 

Figure 30: SPC AS 12. View towards edge of 
northern boundary of scatter.  

Figure 31: View of SPC AS 12 from test pit 1. 
View south.  
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8.3.3 St Phillips College Isolated Find (SPC ISO 13) 

Site name St Phillips College Isolated Find (SPC ISO 13) 

AHIMS ID AHIMS ID 37-6-4592 

Site type Isolated subsurface artefact  

Length 1 m  

Width 1 m  

Zone 56 

Easting 345732 

Northing 6369973 

Horizontal accuracy 30 cm  

Location method Non-differential GPS  

Landform pattern Undulating plain 

Landform unit Creek flat  

Land use Recreation/Semi-rural 

Vegetation Cleared 

Distance to water 15 m  

Directions to site Enter St Philip’s Christian College Cessnock from 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 
2325. Pass west, the reception and continue south along the gravel vehicle 
track. Once you reach the children playground turn east into gravel carpark. The 
isolated find is at the eastern end of the carpark north of Black creek.  

Description of features A single black granite complete flake was recovered from test pit 14 
approximately 115 m east of test pit 9 within spit 1 (Figure 32).  

Site interpretation Although test pit 14 is located within the same flat creek landform as test pit 9, 
test pit 12 was very shallow and significantly disturbed from the gravel carpark. 
Therefore, this artefact is likely not in situ and has been redeposited and 
recorded as an isolated find. 

Site condition Disturbed  

Open/closed site Open 

Restrictions None  

 

Figure 32: Disturbed context of SPC ISO 13. View southwest.  
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Figure 33: Artefact scatter boundaries and isolated find.  
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9.0 DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS 

9.1 Discussion  

9.1.1 Site interpretation and integrity  

The recovered two moderate density artefact scatters and one isolated find recovered during the test 

excavation are consistent with similar artefacts previously recorded within the local vicinity and 

adjacent to Black Creek (in terms raw material type, landform context and lithic typology). The extent 

of St Phillips College Artefact Scatter 12 was concentrated west of the gravel vehicle track. No test 

pits were located between test pit 9 and test pit 7 and 8 due to cut and fill disturbance from the gravel 

vehicle track and no overlap with proposed works. As such there is a gap of subsurface data between 

test pit 9 and the test pits on the western side of the track. However, because of their relative proximity 

and similar types of artefacts recovered, it was assessed artefacts from test pit 9 were likely part of the 

same artefact deposit encountered to the west and were therefore considered the same site. The 

extent of both SPC AS 11 and SPC AS 12 include portions of a gravel vehicle track where some 

surface disturbance was observed that likely extents to the subsurface. However, because no test pits 

were located within the track this could not be confirmed and therefore it was assessed the scatters 

site boundary is inclusive of this track until further archaeological investigations due to the close 

proximity of artefacts in undisturbed deposits adjacent to the track.  

The single artefact recovered from test pit 14 was recorded as an isolated find as summarised in 

section 8.3.3 below. Although test pit 14 is located within the same flat creek landform as test pit 9, 

test pit 14 was much shallower and significantly disturbed form cut and fill from the gravel carpark, 

similar to test pit 12 outlined in Table 9. Therefore, this artefact is likely not in situ and has been 

redeposited as an isolated find. As such, this artefact has been recorded as an isolated find.  

The test excavation results verified disturbance observed on the surface, namely the cut and fill from 

the gravel car park in the northeast portion of the excavation area. While other surface and 

subsurface disturbances were observed within the testing area such as the concrete platform 

structure, and subsurface drainage and pipeline, test pit locations strategically avoided these areas. 

And therefore, no additional subsurface disturbances within the soil were encountered and the 

remining test pits other than those in the gravel car park (test pit 11-14) were assessed as natural 

deposits. No Artefacts were recovered from three test pits located between the boundary of SPC AS 

11 and SPC AS 12 and therefore this area was assessed as archaeologically sterile and has been 

excluded from the updated PAD 01 boundary.  

The soils encountered during the archaeological test excavation were consistent with the soils 

encountered during the geotechnical investigations. The soil profile was largely homogenous with 

increasing depth and silty sand content on the creek flats demonstrating alluvial deposits adjacent 

Black Creek and consistent with the Branxton soil profile. Given the sloping gradient across the 

majority of the tested area, it is considered that the site would have also been subject to colluvial 

forces on the mid and lower slopes. The only exception to the homogenous stratigraphy encountered 

included the large depressions and ‘cracks’ within the interface between the upper A horizon and 

underlying B horizon clay. These ‘cracks’ appeared infrequently and without an apparent distinct 

distribution pattern. These depressions may be remnant evidence of previous tree roots when the 

land was cleared of its native vegetation. These roots may have also been burnt within a fire event 

leaving the ‘cracks’ behind. However, if this were the case it would be expected more charcoal would 

be present within the deposits of the cracks which was not the case, hence the former is more likely. 

Alternatively, the excavated area is located within a floodplain and has likely been subject to historical 

Backwater flooding from the creek (BMT 2021). Therefore, the shrinking and swelling of the clay 

through historical flooding events with periods of desiccation has formed these microtopographic 
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depressions within the clay subsoil. Further archaeological investigations may provide further 

evidence for their interpretation.  

With evidence of flake scarring on complete flakes and non-exhausted cores, and the minimal cortex 

(25%) identified within complete flakes suggests a secondary reduction process. This combined with 

minimal disturbance suggests that the overall geographic distribution of the artefact assemblage may 

remain relatively intact with the exception of the disturbed context of the gravel carpark within test pit 

12-14.  

9.1.2 Assessment of predictive model  

It is important to note the test excavations were located only in areas of proposed impacts. As such 

the test excavation results represent only a sample data of the broader landform context and PAD. 

The archaeological sites identified likely extend beyond the tested area withing the remaining 

untested PAD 01. With the lack of appropriate charcoal dating material available during excavations 

and limited ability to identify specific occupation phases it is considered likely that the site was 

occupied over repeated occasions and the artefact scatters are the result of secondary reduction 

sequence events.  

While previous investigations within the Hunter Valley have dated some archaeological sites to 

20,200 years Before Present (BP) (e.g. at Glennies Creek) and Aboriginal people have likely 

inhabited the land for up to 60,000 years +, the majority of Aboriginal archaeological sites in the 

broader Hunter Valley date to mid-late Holocene and are less than 4,000 years old. Few sites within 

Cessnock specifically have been subject to dating although a site at Oaks Golf Course approximately 

2.90 km southwest of the excavation area dated to 1,200 BP (Virtus Heritage 2024). It is likely the 

assemblage recovered from test excavations is also of a similar age, 4,000 years or less however this 

would need to be confirmed with dating evidence during future archaeological investigations.  

Historical records indicate that Aboriginal people were present within the study area in early 1800s 

when early pastoralists started to settle in Cessnock and Lake Macquarie around 1820s contributing 

to the dispossession of the Wonnarua people.  

9.1.3 Response to TEM research questions  

9.1.3.1 Does AHIMS 37-6-2101 (St Philip’s PAD 1) contain Aboriginal objects? 

Yes, of the sample area that were subjected to test excavation, St Phillips PAD 1 (AHIMS 37-6-2101) 

contains 72 artefacts over 3 separate AHIMS sites which include:  

• AHIMS ID 37-6-4590, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 (23 artefacts) 

• AHIMS ID 37-6-4591, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 (48 artefacts) 

• AHIMS ID 37-6-4592, St Philip’s college Isolated artefact 13  

Because the entirety of the PAD was not excavated the extent of these newly identified sites likely 

extends into areas of the PAD that were unexcavated and outside the works footprint.  

9.1.3.2 How are artefacts connected to the landform, and in what ways does the character of 

the site reflect its position within the broader landscape? 

Artefacts were retrieved at greater depths closer to the creek bank where deeper alluvial deposits 

were present. Artefacts on the lower and mid slopes were deposited within colluvial shallower 

deposits. These results were consistent with the predictive modelling and AHIMS sites within the local 

archaeological context located in similar landforms and with similar artefact assemblages.  
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9.1.3.3 Are there stratified deposits present? 

The stratigraphy encountered across the PAD typically comprised a dark/medium brown silty loamy 

topsoil that gradually transitions to lighter brown, orange sterile clay with depth. Varying frequency 

and density of gravels were also stratified within the transition from A horizon to below B horizon clay. 

Comparatively deep alluvial silty sand deposits were encountered directly adjacent the bank of Black 

Creek. These soil deposits are consistent with the Branxton soil landscape.  

9.1.3.4 How does the archaeological resource of the site compare to other known sites in the 

region? 

Similar low-moderate density artefact scatters with similar raw material types deposited within slopes 

and creek flats have previously been recorded within the local area and around Black Creek on 

AHIMS. Due to the various artefacts and artefact concentrations along the length of Black Creek 

within the boundaries of the school, the whole area was utilised and inhabited by Aboriginal people in 

the past. The similarities in material and tool type between scatters indicate a likely similar late 

Holocene age (as discussed in 9.1.2).  

It is uncertain whether the Aboriginal archaeological resources identified within SPC AS 11 relate to 

the lithic material previously identified within the SPC7 (AHIMS #37-6-2103) Remediation Area. While 

the deposits are comparable in terms of the materiality and morphology of the artefacts, as well as 

their concentration at similar depths below the ground surface, insufficient subsurface investigation 

has been undertaken to conclude whether these specific sites are contiguous.  

9.1.3.5 Are materials suitable for dating present? 

Very few test pits contained evidence of charcoal, none of which were of sufficient size to sample for 

radiometric dating. No other suitable materials for dating were encountered.  
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10.0 SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENT 

10.1 Significance assessment criteria 

In accordance with the Code of Practice, an assessment of the scientific value of an Aboriginal object 

is required in order to form the basis of its management. The Guide provides the following criteria for 

the assessment of scientific value: 

• Research potential - does the evidence suggest any potential to contribute to an understanding of 

the area and/or region and/or state’s natural and cultural history? 

• Representativeness - how much variability (outside and/or inside the subject area) exists, what is 

already conserved, how much connectivity is there? 

• Rarity - is the subject area important in demonstrating a distinctive way of life, custom, process, 

land-use, function or design no longer practised? Is it in danger of being lost or of exceptional 

interest? 

• Education potential - does the subject area contain teaching sites or sites that might have teaching 

potential? 

It is important to note that heritage significance is a dynamic value. 

10.2 Statement of scientific value 

10.2.1 AHIMS ID 37-6-4590, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11  

SPC AS 11 compromised a low-density subsurface artefact scatter of 23 artefacts. The scatter did not 

contain any rare raw material or tool types for the regional area nor were they deposited within a 

particularly significant archaeological context that has not previously been identified in the local area. 

Many similar scatters are located adjacent to Black Creek and therefore is considered low in terms of 

rarity and representativeness. The scatter has been assessed as within undisturbed natural deposits 

and potentially extends beyond the test excavation area towards the northeast and therefore there is 

moderate archaeological research potential. The artefacts have moderate potential to aid in the 

education of Aboriginal heritage and Indigenous culture if they were to be used as a teaching aid 

through community engagement, such as through public engagement workshops, incorporated into 

learning at the St Phillips Christian College or through display in consultation with RAPs. The site is 

assessed as having overall moderate significance.  

10.2.2 AHIMS ID 37-6-4591, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12  

SPC AS 12 compromised a moderate-density subsurface artefact scatter of a total of 48 artefacts. 

The scatter did not contain any rare raw material or tool types for the regional area nor were they 

deposited within a particularly significant archaeological context that has not previously been 

identified in the local area. However, compared to similar AHIMS scatters recorded around Black 

Creek, SPC AS 12 was of a comparatively higher density. It is also considered low in terms of rarity, 

representativeness. The site is assessed as having moderate archaeological research potential due 

to the higher concentration of artefacts. The full extent of the scatter was also not identified and 

therefore there is potential for additional artefacts or potential tools to be present. The artefacts have 

moderate potential to aid in the education of Aboriginal heritage and Indigenous culture if they were to 

be used as a teaching aid through community engagement, such as through public engagement 
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workshops, incorporated into learning at the St Phillips Christian College or through display in 

consultation with RAPs. The site is assessed as having overall moderate significance.  

10.2.3 AHIMS ID 37-6-4592, St Philip’s college Isolated artefact 13  

SPC ISO 13 comprised a single artefact with a highly disturbed context. It was assessed the artefact 

was likely redeposited and was not in situ. The flake itself was not particularly rare or archaeologically 

significant being similar to other isolated finds in the local area. As such the site has been assessed 

as being of low research or educational potential. The overall significance of the site is considered 

low.  

A summary of the archaeological significance of sites identified is presented in Table 10 below.  

Table 10: Significance assessment 

Site name 
(AHIMS ID) 

Research 
potential 

Representativeness Rarity 
Education 
potential 

Overall 
significance 
assessment 

SPC AS 11 
(AHIMS ID 37-6-

4590) 
Moderate Low Low Moderate Moderate 

SPC AS 12 
(AHIMS ID 37-6-

4591) 
Moderate Low Low Moderate Moderate 

SPC ISO 13 
(AHIMS ID 37-6-

4592) 
Low 

Low Low Low 
Low 
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11.0 IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

11.1 Description of likely impacts 

The proposed works comprise alterations and additions to St Philip’s Christian College, Cessnock 

campus. This includes:  

• alterations and additions to existing buildings and construction of seven new buildings to 

provide for: 

o school facilities (K – 12), including the DALE special school, for 1649 students (increase 

of 451 students), 200 staff and out-of-school-hours care; 

o trade training centre, library/ chapel, administration centre, sports centre and café; 

o a new indoor aquatic centre with two swimming pools, viewing area and café; 

o a new performing arts centre including auditorium and theatre; 

o provision of an early learning centre with 83 children (age group 0–5) and 16 staff; 

• construction of a roundabout at the Lomas Lane/Wine Country Drive intersection; 

• new site vehicle access from Wine Country Drive, internal roadworks and 250 car spaces; 

• landscaping works and signage; and 

• community use of school facilities. 

11.2 Potential impacts to Aboriginal heritage 

11.2.1 AHIMS ID 37-6-4590, St Philip’s College Artefact Scatter 11  

At this stage, there is insufficient evidence to determine whether SPC AS 11 is contiguous with the 

Remediation Area of SPC7 (AHIMS #37-6-2103), whereby this assessment considers the impacts of 

the proposal on each site individually. SPC AS 11 will be directly impacted by the proposed new 

building, surrounding landscaping and road. Assuming the scatter is independent of SPC7, these 

works will impact the entire artefact scatter comprising SPC AS 11 and will result in a total loss of 

value. 

11.2.2 AHIMS ID 37-6-2103, SPC7 

At this stage, there is insufficient evidence to determine whether with the Remediation Area of SPC7 

is contiguous with SPC AS 11 (AHIMS #37-6-4590), therefore this assessment considers the impacts 

of the proposal on each site individually. There are no ground disturbing works proposed within the 

Remediation Area, nor is there any infrastructure which would require maintenance or construction. 

While vegetation management will be required within the Remediation Area, this activity can be 

undertaken without the potential to harm Aboriginal objects when implemented without ground 

disturbing measures. Taken together there are no proposed works which would directly impact SPC7. 

Vehicular Access will generally not be required within the Remediation Area as there are no active 

tracks intersecting with SPC7.  

11.2.3 AHIMS ID 37-6-4591, St Philip’s College Artefact Scatter 12  

SPC AS 12 will be directly impacted by the proposed D.A.L.E No.2 building and road. The entire 

scatter will be impacted which will result in a total loss of value. 
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11.2.4 AHIMS ID 37-6-4592, St Philip’s College Isolated Artefact 13  

SPC ISO 13 will be directly impacted by the overflow car park which will result in a total loss of value. 

A summary of the impacts is provided in Table 11 and shown in Figure 34 and Figure 35.  

Table 11: Impact assessment 

Site name (AHIMS ID) Type of harm Degree of harm Consequence of harm 

SPC AS 11 (AHIMS ID 37-6-
4590) 

Direct Total Total loss of value  

SPC7 (AHIMS ID 37-6-2103) none none no loss of value 

SPC AS 12 (AHIMS ID 37-6-
4591) 

Direct Total Total loss of value  

SPC ISO 13 (AHIMS ID 37-6-
4592) 

Direct Total Total loss of value  
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Figure 34: Identified sites overlaid onto proposed works.  
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Figure 35: Identified sites overlaid onto detailed drawings of the proposed works. 
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12.0 MANAGEMENT AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

As this report is inconclusive with regards to the relationship between SPC AS 11 (AHIMS #37-6-

4590) and SPC7 (AHIMS #37-6-2103), this section addresses only the management of, and 

mitigation of harm to, the sites identified during the test excavation (see Section 8.3), being AHIMS ID 

37-6-4590, AHIMS ID 37-6-4591 and AHIMS ID 37-6-4592. As a result, this section should be read in 

conjunction with the Aboriginal Heritage Management Plan prepared by Umwelt (2025) which outlines 

the management requirements for the SPC7 Remediation Area, both in the context of the proposed 

works and future operations within the site. 

12.1 Guiding principles 

The overall guiding principle for cultural heritage management is that where possible Aboriginal sites 

should be conserved. 

Where unavoidable impacts occur then measures to mitigate and manage impacts are proposed. 

Mitigation measures primarily concern preserving the heritage values of sites beyond the physical 

existence of the site. The most common methods involve detailed recording of Aboriginal objects, 

archaeological test and salvage excavations, artefact analysis and, where appropriate, reburial of 

Aboriginal objects in a location determined by the RAPs.  

Mitigation measures vary depending on the assessment of archaeological significance of a particular 

Aboriginal site and are based on its research potential, rarity, representatives and educational value. 

In general, the significance of a site would influence the choice of preferred conservation outcomes 

and appropriate mitigation measures, usually on the following basis: 

• Low archaeological significance – conservation where possible. SSD Conditions of Approval would 

be required to impact the site before work can commence. 

• Moderate archaeological significance – conservation where possible. If conservation was not 

practicable, further archaeological investigation would be required such as salvage excavations or 

surface collection in accordance with the SSD Conditions of Approval.  

• High archaeological significance – conservation as a priority. Where all other practical alternatives 

have been discounted mitigation measured such as comprehensive salvage excavations in 

accordance with the SSD Conditions of Approval would be required.  

Sites of unknown scientific value should be conserved where possible. Where conservation is not 

practical further investigation under the Code of Practice will be required to confirm the presence of 

Aboriginal objects and gather enough information to assess significance. Test excavation is not a 

mitigation measure; it is an investigatory action required to gather enough information to inform the 

development of appropriate mitigation measures.  

12.2 Site avoidance 

The conservation of archaeological sites should be considered the first mitigation measure where 

possible. It is understood redesign of the proposed works that overlap with the three sites is not 

possible. As such, SSD conditions of consent is required to approve harm to St Philip’s College 

Artefact scatter 11, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 and St Philip’s college Isolated artefact 13 

through archaeological salvage. These sites must not be harmed prior to SSD conditions of consent 

are obtained.  
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12.3 Archaeological salvage excavations  

An archaeological salvage excavation methodology must be prepared prior to salvage excavations of 

St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 and St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12. A methodology for 

the completion of the salvage excavation should be developed in consultation with the RAPs. The 

methodology could be prepared as a condition of SSD approval.   

12.3.1.1 Surface collection of artefacts 

It is recommended surface collection of the surface artefact associated with St Philip’s College 

Artefact scatter 12 be undertaken prior to any ground disturbing works within St Philip’s College 

Artefact scatter 12 and PAD 01. SSD conditions of consent must be obtained prior to the surface 

collection taking place. Surface collection may occur during the salvage excavations of the associated 

St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12. A methodology for the surface collection should be prepared. 

This methodology may be included in the salvage methodology if surface collection and salvage 

excavations were to occur at the same time.  

12.4 Heritage Induction 

A heritage induction must be prepared, this will outline the Aboriginal history of the area and guidance 

on identifying Aboriginal artefacts in the field, this is required for contractors to fulfill the Unexpected 

Finds Procedure as well as an outline of the legislative framework and penalties for harming 

Aboriginal sites without an AHIP or appropriate consent. The UFP should also include an unexpected 

huma remains policy in accordance with condition 31 of the existing conditions of consent.  

12.5 Changes to the project area 

Advice provided within this report is based upon the most recent information provided by the 

proponent at the time of writing. Any changes made to the project should be assessed by an 

archaeologist in consultation with the RAPs. Any changes that may impact on Aboriginal sites not 

assessed as part of the project may warrant further investigation and result in changes to the 

recommended management and mitigation measures. 
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13.0 CONCLUSION 

13.1 Summary of findings  

• A total of 72 artefacts were recovered as part of test excavations.  

• The three sites identified included:  

o AHIMS ID 37-6-4590, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 (23 artefacts). This site was 

located within the lower slope and adjacent the flat bank of Black Creek. This site was 

assessed as having low archaeological significance.  

o AHIMS ID 37-6-4591, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 (48 artefacts). This site was 

located on the mid slope and was assessed as having moderate archaeological 

significance.  

o AHIMS ID 37-6-4592, St Philip’s college Isolated artefact 13 comprised a single isolated 

find within a disturbed context adjacent Black creek. It was assessed as having low 

archaeological significance.  

• All three identified archaeological sites will be directly and totally impacted by the proposed 

works.  

13.2 Recommendations  

• The proponent should determine if avoidance of any of the AHIMS registered sites is possible.  

• Where avoidance is not possible SSD conditions of consent is required to harm the identified 

sites:  

o St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 (AHIMS ID 37-6-4590) 

o St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 (AHIMS ID 37-6-4591) 

o St Philip’s college Isolated artefact 13 (AHIMS ID 37-6-4592)  

• Due to St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 and St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 

assessed as being of moderate significance, archaeological salvage is recommended. This 

would include the preparation of an archaeological salvage excavation methodology. The 

methodology could be prepared as a condition of SSD approval. 

• Due to the presence of a surface artefact in association with the moderately significant St 

Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12, it is recommended surface collection of the surface 

artefact take place. This would include the preparation of a surface collection methodology. 

The surface collection may take place during the salvage excavations.  

• A heritage induction including an Unexpected Finds Procedure must be prepared and all 

workers must be inducted prior to the commencement of works.  

• Any changes that may impact on Aboriginal sites not assessed as part of the project may 

warrant further investigation and result in changes to the recommended management and 

mitigation measures. 
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APPENDIX A – AHIMS RECORDS 
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APPENDIX B – SITE CARDS 
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APPENDIX B – CONSULTATION RECORDS 
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Consultation log  
 

250185 – St Philips Christian College, Cessnock – Test Excavations 
 

1  
 

CONTACT ORGANISATION CONTACTED 
BY 

ORGANISATION METHOD DATE COMMENT/ RESPONSE 

Test Excavation Methodology 

Tara Denver Mindaribba LALC  Kristen Tola Artefact Email 30/05/2025 Test Excavation Methodology sent out for 
review, with comments requested by 27 
June 2025. 

Carolyn Hickey A1 Indigenous 
Services 

Kristen Tola Artefact Email 30/05/2025 Test Excavation Methodology sent out for 
review, with comments requested by 27 
June 2025. 

Steven Hickey Widescope Indigenous 
Group 

Kristen Tola Artefact Email 30/05/2025 Test Excavation Methodology sent out for 
review, with comments requested by 27 
June 2025. 

Tracey Skene Culturally Aware Kristen Tola Artefact Email 30/05/2025 Test Excavation Methodology sent out for 
review, with comments requested by 27 
June 2025. 
 
Delivery of this email to Tracey Skene 
was unsuccessful. Mindarriba LALC was 
contacted via email on 30 May 2025 to 
ask if they had alternate contact details to 
contact Tracey with to deliver the TEM for 
review.  

Paul Boyd Didge Ngunawal Clan Kristen Tola Artefact Email 30/05/2025 Test Excavation Methodology sent out for 
review, with comments requested by 27 
June 2025. 

Allen Paget Ungooroo Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Kristen Tola Artefact Email 30/05/2025 Test Excavation Methodology sent out for 
review, with comments requested by 27 
June 2025. 

Responses to Test Excavation Methodology 

Kristen Tola Artefact Paul Boyd Didge Ngunawal Phone 30/05/2025 Paul called to register an interest in being 
on the RAP testing team. Paul previously 
worked with Umwelt (Sept 2023) on a 
project for a bridge over a dam with a 
testing program of 8 test pits, that 
recovered artefacts of silcrete and chert. 

Kristen Tola Artefact Donna Hickey Widescope Indigenous 
Group 

Email 30/05/2025 “Thank you, Steven Hickey has viewed 
and supports the methods outlined in the 
test excavation methodology.” 

Kristen Tola Artefact Carolyn 
Hickey 

A1 Indigenous 
Services 

Email 06/06/2025 “I did the initial walk-over for this school 
and the test excavations last year along 
the creekline and other sections with 
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CONTACT ORGANISATION CONTACTED 
BY 

ORGANISATION METHOD DATE COMMENT/ RESPONSE 

Umwelt. It would be great to get back out 
there again. 
   
I have reviewed the document and 
support the Information and Methodology.  
I would like to be included in all meetings, 
reports, sharing of cultural information,  
and fieldwork.” 
 
Noted that she would like kangaroo skin 
bags to be used if there will be artefact 
reburial following test excavations.  

Test excavation notification to HNSW 

 Heritage NSW Lily Hackett Artefact Email 01/07/2025 Notification of test excavation and 
relevant details provided to HNSW, noting 
scheduled commencement of testing on 
15 July 2025. 

Lily Hackett Artefact Jules 
McLachlan 

Heritage NSW Email 02/07/2025 Confirmation that the notification has been 
received, “I've placed this on file under 
DOC25/537931 for your reference.” 

Test excavation engagement 

Tara Denver Mindaribba LALC  Beatrix Ye Artefact Email 04/07/2025 Enquiry sent regarding availabilities for a 
site officer for Test Excavations scheduled 
for 15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025 

Carolyn Hickey A1 Indigenous 
Services 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Email 04/07/2025 Enquiry sent regarding availabilities for a 
site officer for Test Excavations scheduled 
for 15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025 

Steven Hickey Widescope Indigenous 
Group 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Email 04/07/2025 Enquiry sent regarding availabilities for a 
site officer for Test Excavations scheduled 
for 15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025 

Tracey Skene Culturally Aware Beatrix Ye Artefact Email 04/07/2025 Enquiry sent regarding availabilities for a 
site officer for Test Excavations scheduled 
for 15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025 

Allen Paget Ungooroo Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Email 04/07/2025 Enquiry sent regarding availabilities for a 
site officer for Test Excavations scheduled 
for 15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025 

Beatrix Ye Artefact 
 
 

 

Tracey Skene Culturally Aware Email 04/07/2025 Automatic email: “The Domain Name 
System (DNS) reported that the recipient's 
domain does not exist.” 
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CONTACT ORGANISATION CONTACTED 
BY 

ORGANISATION METHOD DATE COMMENT/ RESPONSE 

Heritage NSW contacted for alternative 
contact details on 4 July 2025. 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Allen Paget Ungooroo Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Email 04/07/2025 Automatic response acknowledging 
receipt of email 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Tara Denver Mindaribba LALC  Email 04/07/2025 Automatic email regarding NAIDOC Week 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Tara Denver Mindaribba LALC  Email 04/07/2025 Noted that they were available for the test 
excavation dates 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Carolyn 
Hickey 

A1 Indigenous 
Services 

Email 04/07/2025 Noted that they were available for the test 
excavation dates 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Steven Hickey Widescope Indigenous 
Group 

Email 04/07/2025 Noted that they were available for the test 
excavation dates 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Amanda 
Hickey 

Amanda Hickey 
Cultural Services 

Phone 04/07/2025 Was contacted by Amanda Hickey 
enquiring about her registration on the 
project and involvement on test 
excavation 

Amanda Hickey Amanda Hickey 
Cultural Services 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Email 04/07/2025 Email noting that Amanda Hickey Cultural 
Services was not part of the RAP list 
compiled by McCardle Cultural Heritage 
Management for their St Phillips Christian 
College ACHAR. Invited Amanda Hickey 
to be a RAP for this project going forward 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Amanda 
Hickey 

Amanda Hickey 
Cultural Services 

Email 04/07/2025 Confirmed registration as a RAP going 
forward.  

Tara Denver Mindaribba LALC  Beatrix Ye Artefact Email 04/07/2025 “Thank you for your response. We look 
forward to working with you and we will be 
in contact next week regarding further 
project updates.” 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Barry Gunther Heritage NSW Email 07/07/2025 Provided contact details for Tracey Skene 
(Culturally Aware) 

Tracey Skene Culturally Aware Beatrix Ye Artefact Email 07/07/2025 Forwarded enquiry for availabilities for a 
site officer for Test Excavations scheduled 
for 15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025 
to alternate email 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Tracey Skene Culturally Aware Email 07/07/2025 Confirmed availability for test excavation 
and enquired about the incorrect email 

Tracey Skene Culturally Aware Beatrix Ye Artefact Email 07/07/2025 Noted Tracey’s availability and clarified 
the incorrect email issue 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Allen Paget Ungooroo Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Phone 08/07/2025 Attempted to contact for engagement via 
phone call. No response. 
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CONTACT ORGANISATION CONTACTED 
BY 

ORGANISATION METHOD DATE COMMENT/ RESPONSE 

Tara Denver Mindaribba LALC  Beatrix Ye Artefact Email 14/07/2025 Enquiry sent regarding availabilities for a 
site officer for Test Excavations scheduled 
for 15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025 

Scheduling of RAPs for fieldwork 

Carolyn Hickey A1 Indigenous 
Services 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Email 09/07/2025 Provided details of test excavations and 
logistics  

Steven Hickey Widescope Indigenous 
Group 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Email 09/07/2025 Provided details of test excavations and 
logistics  

Tracey Skene Culturally Aware Beatrix Ye Artefact Email 09/07/2025 Provided details of test excavations and 
logistics  

Amanda Hickey Amanda Hickey 
Cultural Services 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Email 09/07/2025 Provided details of test excavations and 
logistics  

Tara Denver Mindaribba LALC  Beatrix Ye Artefact Email 09/07/2025 Provided details of test excavations and 
logistics  

Beatrix Ye Artefact Tracey Skene Culturally Aware Email 09/07/2025 Automatic email: “The Domain Name 
System (DNS) reported that the recipient's 
domain does not exist.” 
 
Heritage NSW contacted for alternative 
contact details on 4 July 2025. 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Carolyn 
Hickey 

A1 Indigenous 
Services 

Email 09/07/2025 Confirmed availability and possession of 
PPE gear. Confirmed forwarded rates and 
insurances 

Tracey Skene Culturally Aware Beatrix Ye Artefact Email 09/07/2025 Provided details of test excavations and 
logistics  

Beatrix Ye Artefact Tracey Skene Culturally Aware Email 10/07/2025 Provided insurance as attachment 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Tracey Skene Culturally Aware Email 10/07/2025 Provided insurance as attachment 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Tracey Skene Culturally Aware Email 10/07/2025 Provided rates 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Tara Denver Mindaribba LALC  Email 14/07/2025 “I had earlier confirmed that Jason Brown 
would be attending site from the 15th for 
this job.  
 
I will have admin send through insurances 
shortly.” 

Tara Denver Mindaribba LALC  Beatrix Ye Artefact Email 14/07/2025 “Thank you for confirming. We look 
forward to working with James in the 
week!” 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Tara Denver Mindaribba LALC  Email 14/07/2025 Automatic email regarding NAIDOC Week 
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CONTACT ORGANISATION CONTACTED 
BY 

ORGANISATION METHOD DATE COMMENT/ RESPONSE 

Beatrix Ye Artefact Tracey Skene Culturally Aware Email 16/07/2025 “Good evening Clarissa Swan will be out 
tomorrow and Friday for my company 
Culturally Aware” 

Final ATER 

Tara Denver Mindaribba LALC  Lily Hackett  Artefact Email 18/09/2025 Provided a copy of the finalised 
Archaeological Test Excavation Report 
(ATER).  

Carolyn Hickey A1 Indigenous 
Services 

Lily Hackett  Artefact Email 18/09/2025 Provided a copy of the finalised 
Archaeological Test Excavation Report 
(ATER).  

Steven Hickey Widescope Indigenous 
Group 

Lily Hackett  Artefact Email 18/09/2025 Provided a copy of the finalised 
Archaeological Test Excavation Report 
(ATER).  

Tracey Skene Culturally Aware Lily Hackett  Artefact Email 18/09/2025 Provided a copy of the finalised 
Archaeological Test Excavation Report 
(ATER).  

Paul Boyd Didge Ngunawal Clan Lily Hackett  Artefact Email 18/09/2025 Provided a copy of the finalised 
Archaeological Test Excavation Report 
(ATER).  

Allen Paget Ungooroo Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Lily Hackett  Artefact Email 18/09/2025 Provided a copy of the finalised 
Archaeological Test Excavation Report 
(ATER).  

Amanda Hickey Amanda Hickey 
Cultural Services 

Lily Hackett  Artefact Email 18/09/2025 Provided a copy of the finalised 
Archaeological Test Excavation Report 
(ATER).  

Addendum ACHAR OUT 

Tara Denver Mindaribba LALC  Neve Penklis Artefact Email 05.12.2025 Sent RAPs a copy of the draft addendum 
ACHAR for comment. Provided final 
ATER again too. 

Carolyn Hickey A1 Indigenous 
Services 

Neve Penklis Artefact Email 05.12.2025 Sent RAPs a copy of the draft addendum 
ACHAR for comment. Provided final 
ATER again too. 

Steven Hickey Widescope Indigenous 
Group 

Neve Penklis Artefact Email 05.12.2025 Sent RAPs a copy of the draft addendum 
ACHAR for comment. Provided final 
ATER again too. 

Tracey Skene Culturally Aware Neve Penklis Artefact Email 05.12.2025 Sent RAPs a copy of the draft addendum 
ACHAR for comment. Provided final 
ATER again too. 



Consultation log  
 

250185 – St Philips Christian College, Cessnock – Test Excavations 
 

6  
 

CONTACT ORGANISATION CONTACTED 
BY 

ORGANISATION METHOD DATE COMMENT/ RESPONSE 

Paul Boyd Didge Ngunawal Clan Neve Penklis Artefact Email 05.12.2025 Sent RAPs a copy of the draft addendum 
ACHAR for comment. Provided final 
ATER again too. 

Allen Paget Ungooroo Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Neve Penklis Artefact Email 05.12.2025 Sent RAPs a copy of the draft addendum 
ACHAR for comment. Provided final 
ATER again too. 

Amanda Hickey Amanda Hickey 
Cultural Services 

Neve Penklis Artefact Email 05.12.2025 Sent RAPs a copy of the draft addendum 
ACHAR for comment. Provided final 
ATER again too. 

Amanda Hickey Amanda Hickey 
Cultural Services 

Neve Penklis Artefact Email 07.01.2026 “Thanks for your email, and not to worry. 
We haven’t finalised the report yet so we 
can still include your comments in the 
addendum ACHAR. “ 

Addendum ACHAR IN 

Neve Penklis Artefact Tara Denver Mindaribba LALC  Email 05.12.2025 We will definitely look at this with Jason 
and get back to you.  

Neve Penklis Artefact Carolyn 
Hickey 

A1 Indigenous 
Services 

Email 01.01.2026 Thank you for sending the attached 
documents for St Phillips Christian 
College Cessnock. After thoroughly 
reviewing the contents, I fully support the 
information presented in the assessment 

Carolyn Hickey A1 Indigenous 
Services 

Neve Penklis Artefact Email 06.01.2026 Thank you for your comment. We have 
noted it for inclusion in the ACHAR. 
 

Neve Penklis Artefact Amanda 
Hickey 

Amanda Hickey 
Cultural Services 

  “I am sorry to not have replied to this by 
the due date.  
 
I have read through the ACHAR & fully 
support it including future salvage 
excavations & surface collection of 
artefacts where impact can’t be” 
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Kristen Tola

From: Kristen Tola
Sent: Friday, 30 May 2025 9:24 AM
To: allen.s.paget@hotmail.com
Subject: St Philip's Christian College Cessnock - Test Excavation Methodology

 

 

 

30 May 2025 

Allen Paget 
Ungooroo Aboriginal Corporation 

Via Email: allen.s.paget@hotmail.com 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Re: St Philip’s Christan College Cessnock: Test Excavation Methodology 

This is an update to notify you of the test excavation being undertaken for the project. 

As a result of consultation with Heritage NSW the ACHAR prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage was revised in 
December 20204 and resubmitted along with an Aboriginal Cultural Construction Management Plan dated December 
2024 prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage. 

DPHI, following advice from Heritage NSW, requires that an archaeological test excavation be undertaken in accordance 
with the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW to assess impacts to St Philips 
PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) prior to submission.  

Artefact Heritage and Environment (Artefact) have prepared the draft Test Excavation Methodology for review and 
comment. We are proposing to undertake test excavations using the Code of Practice methodology. Works proposed in 
St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) include the new internal access road, Building N2 (DALE School Building), 
overflow car park (informal) and the Aquatic Centre. 

Please find the draft TEM at the following accessible link: 
https://artefact.box.com/s/wemg1yfoubg3zlwwg75f4f6yf3kg5nwr  

Please ensure if you have any comments on the methodology that you provide a response by Friday 27 June 2025 at 
Close of Business (COB).  

This timeframe is provided in compliance with the requirements of the Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation 
requirements for proponents 2010 (DECCW 2010a) which stipulates a minimum 28-day review period. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Artefact Heritage on 02 9518 8411, or by email at 
consultation@artefact.net.au.  

Yours sincerely 
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Kristen Tola 
Heritage Consultant 
Artefact Heritage 
consultation@artefact.net.au  
02 9518 8411 
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1.1 Proposed Development 

St Philip’s Christian Education Foundation Ltd (the proponent) is proposing alterations and additions to St Philip’s 
Christian Collage Cessnock campus at Lomas Lane and Wine Country Drive, Nulkaba. In January 2022, the proponent 
submitted a State Significant Development (SSD-10360337) under Division 4.7 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979.  

The proposal for alteration and additions includes additions to the junior, middle and senior school buildings, 
administration and welcome centre building, library, trade training centre, canteen/café hub, performing arts centre, 
sports hall, outdoor chapel, Narnia, café, boardwalks, D.A.L.E. and the aquatic centre. These proposed works have the 
potential to directly harm AHIMS ID 37-6-2101 (St Philips PAD 1) (Figure 1). 

1.2 Background 

Barr Planning are working with St Philips Christian School Cessnock to develop the existing school site with expanded 
and new facilities and an increase in student numbers through a SSDA. The site is 40ha located at Wine Country Drive 
and Lomas Lane and bounded by Black Creek to the east. An SSDA was lodged in January 2022 and has been subject 
to several exhibition and amendments. Part of the project includes the construction of a new access onto Wine Country 
Drive and an internal road providing flood immunity to the site.  

As a result of consultation with Heritage NSW the ACHAR prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage was revised in 
December 20204 and resubmitted along with an Aboriginal Cultural Construction Management Plan dated December 
2024 prepared by McArdle Cultural Heritage. 

DPHI, following advice from Heritage NSW, requires that an archaeological test excavation undertaken in accordance 
with the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW to assess impacts to St Philips 
PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) prior to submission.  

Works proposed in St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) include the new internal access road, Building N2 (D.A.L.E. 
School Building), overflow car park (informal) and the Aquatic Centre. There is no development proposed in PAD 2, 3 or 
4. 

1.3 Proposed Assessment Methodology 

1.3.1 Statutory requirements for the completion of an ACHAR 

The ACHAR will be completed in accordance with the relevant guidelines: 

 Guide to Investigating, Assessing, and Reporting on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage in NSW (OEH 2011) 

 Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for Proponents (DECCW 2010) 

 Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales (OEH 2010) 

As part of the ACHAR, comprehensive consultation is being undertaken in accordance with Section 80C of the National 
Parks and Wildlife Act 2009. The initial stages of the consultation process have been completed, and a list of Registered 
Aboriginal Parties (RAPs) has been compiled. The present letter provides project information and the proposed 
assessment methodology for review. 

The ACHAR will include: 

 A description of the project and extent of the study area 

 An archaeological significance assessment of the study area 

 A description of the statutory requirements for the protection of Aboriginal heritage 
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 Plain English summaries of the Aboriginal Technical Reports, including the test excavation reports 

 An impact assessment for recorded Aboriginal sites and areas of archaeological potential 

 A methodology for testing the study area. There will be two ACHARs, one for the testing AHIP and one for the 

AHIP to harm all sites.  

Archaeological test excavation of the remaining sites will be undertaken in accordance with requirements 14-17 of the 
Code of Practice. Test excavation methodology will be prepared separately and provided to stakeholders. Test 
excavation will be limited to areas of potential which would be subject to impacts as part of the proposed works of the 
Precinct development application. The test excavation will be undertaken by archaeologists in partnership with RAPs for 
the project.  

1.3.2 Timeframes 

Artefact proposes the following indicative timeframes for the project: 

 Distribution of the draft Test Excavation Methodology to Registered Aboriginal Parties: 30 May 2025 

 End of review period for the proposed methodology: 27 June 2025 

 Test excavation (4 days) to be carried out in accordance with the Code of Practice for Archaeological 

Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW: 14-17 July 2025 

1.3.3 Information sought 

If you would like to comment on the Aboriginal cultural heritage values of the study area or the proposed methodology, 
please provide your response by 27 June 2025.  

In your response, please consider the following points: 

 Do you know of any objects or places of value to Aboriginal people in the study area or locality? 

 Are there any protocols for managing cultural information that you would like incorporated into the assessment 

methodology? 

 Are there any access requirements or restrictions that should be applied to the information you are providing? 
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Figure 1: Proposed development in proximity to St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS ID 37-6-2101) 

 



1

Kristen Tola

From: Kristen Tola
Sent: Friday, 30 May 2025 9:24 AM
To: cazadirect@live.com
Subject: St Philip's Christian College Cessnock - Test Excavation Methodology

 

 

 

30 May 2025 

Carolyn Hickey 
A1 Indigenous Group 

Via Email: cazadirect@live.com 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Re: St Philip’s Christan College Cessnock: Test Excavation Methodology 

This is an update to notify you of the test excavation being undertaken for the project. 

As a result of consultation with Heritage NSW the ACHAR prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage was revised in 
December 20204 and resubmitted along with an Aboriginal Cultural Construction Management Plan dated December 
2024 prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage. 

DPHI, following advice from Heritage NSW, requires that an archaeological test excavation be undertaken in accordance 
with the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW to assess impacts to St Philips 
PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) prior to submission.  

Artefact Heritage and Environment (Artefact) have prepared the draft Test Excavation Methodology for review and 
comment. We are proposing to undertake test excavations using the Code of Practice methodology. Works proposed in 
St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) include the new internal access road, Building N2 (DALE School Building), 
overflow car park (informal) and the Aquatic Centre. 

Please find the draft TEM at the following accessible link: 
https://artefact.box.com/s/wemg1yfoubg3zlwwg75f4f6yf3kg5nwr  

Please ensure if you have any comments on the methodology that you provide a response by Friday 27 June 2025 at 
Close of Business (COB).  

This timeframe is provided in compliance with the requirements of the Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation 
requirements for proponents 2010 (DECCW 2010a) which stipulates a minimum 28-day review period. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Artefact Heritage on 02 9518 8411, or by email at 
consultation@artefact.net.au.  

Yours sincerely 



2

 
Kristen Tola 
Heritage Consultant 
Artefact Heritage 
consultation@artefact.net.au  
02 9518 8411 
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1.1 Proposed Development 

St Philip’s Christian Education Foundation Ltd (the proponent) is proposing alterations and additions to St Philip’s 
Christian Collage Cessnock campus at Lomas Lane and Wine Country Drive, Nulkaba. In January 2022, the proponent 
submitted a State Significant Development (SSD-10360337) under Division 4.7 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979.  

The proposal for alteration and additions includes additions to the junior, middle and senior school buildings, 
administration and welcome centre building, library, trade training centre, canteen/café hub, performing arts centre, 
sports hall, outdoor chapel, Narnia, café, boardwalks, D.A.L.E. and the aquatic centre. These proposed works have the 
potential to directly harm AHIMS ID 37-6-2101 (St Philips PAD 1) (Figure 1). 

1.2 Background 

Barr Planning are working with St Philips Christian School Cessnock to develop the existing school site with expanded 
and new facilities and an increase in student numbers through a SSDA. The site is 40ha located at Wine Country Drive 
and Lomas Lane and bounded by Black Creek to the east. An SSDA was lodged in January 2022 and has been subject 
to several exhibition and amendments. Part of the project includes the construction of a new access onto Wine Country 
Drive and an internal road providing flood immunity to the site.  

As a result of consultation with Heritage NSW the ACHAR prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage was revised in 
December 20204 and resubmitted along with an Aboriginal Cultural Construction Management Plan dated December 
2024 prepared by McArdle Cultural Heritage. 

DPHI, following advice from Heritage NSW, requires that an archaeological test excavation undertaken in accordance 
with the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW to assess impacts to St Philips 
PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) prior to submission.  

Works proposed in St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) include the new internal access road, Building N2 (D.A.L.E. 
School Building), overflow car park (informal) and the Aquatic Centre. There is no development proposed in PAD 2, 3 or 
4. 

1.3 Proposed Assessment Methodology 

1.3.1 Statutory requirements for the completion of an ACHAR 

The ACHAR will be completed in accordance with the relevant guidelines: 

 Guide to Investigating, Assessing, and Reporting on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage in NSW (OEH 2011) 

 Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for Proponents (DECCW 2010) 

 Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales (OEH 2010) 

As part of the ACHAR, comprehensive consultation is being undertaken in accordance with Section 80C of the National 
Parks and Wildlife Act 2009. The initial stages of the consultation process have been completed, and a list of Registered 
Aboriginal Parties (RAPs) has been compiled. The present letter provides project information and the proposed 
assessment methodology for review. 

The ACHAR will include: 

 A description of the project and extent of the study area 

 An archaeological significance assessment of the study area 

 A description of the statutory requirements for the protection of Aboriginal heritage 
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 Plain English summaries of the Aboriginal Technical Reports, including the test excavation reports 

 An impact assessment for recorded Aboriginal sites and areas of archaeological potential 

 A methodology for testing the study area. There will be two ACHARs, one for the testing AHIP and one for the 

AHIP to harm all sites.  

Archaeological test excavation of the remaining sites will be undertaken in accordance with requirements 14-17 of the 
Code of Practice. Test excavation methodology will be prepared separately and provided to stakeholders. Test 
excavation will be limited to areas of potential which would be subject to impacts as part of the proposed works of the 
Precinct development application. The test excavation will be undertaken by archaeologists in partnership with RAPs for 
the project.  

1.3.2 Timeframes 

Artefact proposes the following indicative timeframes for the project: 

 Distribution of the draft Test Excavation Methodology to Registered Aboriginal Parties: 30 May 2025 

 End of review period for the proposed methodology: 27 June 2025 

 Test excavation (4 days) to be carried out in accordance with the Code of Practice for Archaeological 

Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW: 14-17 July 2025 

1.3.3 Information sought 

If you would like to comment on the Aboriginal cultural heritage values of the study area or the proposed methodology, 
please provide your response by 27 June 2025.  

In your response, please consider the following points: 

 Do you know of any objects or places of value to Aboriginal people in the study area or locality? 

 Are there any protocols for managing cultural information that you would like incorporated into the assessment 

methodology? 

 Are there any access requirements or restrictions that should be applied to the information you are providing? 
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Figure 1: Proposed development in proximity to St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS ID 37-6-2101) 
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30 May 2025 

Tara Dever 
Mindaribba Local Aboriginal Land Council 

Via Email: ceo@mindaribbalalc.org  

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Re: St Philip’s Christan College Cessnock: Test Excavation Methodology 

This is an update to notify you of the test excavation being undertaken for the project. 

As a result of consultation with Heritage NSW the ACHAR prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage 
was revised in December 20204 and resubmitted along with an Aboriginal Cultural Construction 
Management Plan dated December 2024 prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage. 

DPHI, following advice from Heritage NSW, requires that an archaeological test excavation be 
undertaken in accordance with the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal 
Objects in NSW to assess impacts to St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) prior to submission.  

Artefact Heritage and Environment (Artefact) have prepared the draft Test Excavation Methodology 
for review and comment. We are proposing to undertake test excavations using the Code of Practice 
methodology. Works proposed in St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) include the new internal 
access road, Building N2 (DALE School Building), overflow car park (informal) and the Aquatic 
Centre. 

Please find the draft TEM at the following accessible link: 
https://artefact.box.com/s/wemg1yfoubg3zlwwg75f4f6yf3kg5nwr  

Please ensure if you have any comments on the methodology that you provide a response by Friday 
27 June 2025 at Close of Business (COB).  

This timeframe is provided in compliance with the requirements of the Aboriginal cultural heritage 
consultation requirements for proponents 2010 (DECCW 2010a) which stipulates a minimum 28-day 
review period. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Artefact Heritage on 02 9518 8411, or 
by email at consultation@artefact.net.au.  

Yours sincerely 

 
Kristen Tola 
Heritage Consultant 
Artefact Heritage 
consultation@artefact.net.au  
02 9518 8411 
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1.1 Proposed Development 

St Philip’s Christian Education Foundation Ltd (the proponent) is proposing alterations and additions 
to St Philip’s Christian Collage Cessnock campus at Lomas Lane and Wine Country Drive, Nulkaba. 
In January 2022, the proponent submitted a State Significant Development (SSD-10360337) under 
Division 4.7 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979.  

The proposal for alteration and additions includes additions to the junior, middle and senior school 
buildings, administration and welcome centre building, library, trade training centre, canteen/café 
hub, performing arts centre, sports hall, outdoor chapel, Narnia, café, boardwalks, D.A.L.E. and the 
aquatic centre. These proposed works have the potential to directly harm AHIMS ID 37-6-2101 (St 
Philips PAD 1) (Figure 1). 

1.2 Background 

Barr Planning are working with St Philips Christian School Cessnock to develop the existing school 
site with expanded and new facilities and an increase in student numbers through a SSDA. The site 
is 40ha located at Wine Country Drive and Lomas Lane and bounded by Black Creek to the east. An 
SSDA was lodged in January 2022 and has been subject to several exhibition and amendments. 
Part of the project includes the construction of a new access onto Wine Country Drive and an 
internal road providing flood immunity to the site.  

As a result of consultation with Heritage NSW the ACHAR prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage 
was revised in December 20204 and resubmitted along with an Aboriginal Cultural Construction 
Management Plan dated December 2024 prepared by McArdle Cultural Heritage. 

DPHI, following advice from Heritage NSW, requires that an archaeological test excavation 
undertaken in accordance with the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal 
Objects in NSW to assess impacts to St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) prior to submission.  

Works proposed in St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) include the new internal access road, 
Building N2 (D.A.L.E. School Building), overflow car park (informal) and the Aquatic Centre. There is 
no development proposed in PAD 2, 3 or 4. 

1.3 Proposed Assessment Methodology 

1.3.1 Statutory requirements for the completion of an ACHAR 

The ACHAR will be completed in accordance with the relevant guidelines: 

 Guide to Investigating, Assessing, and Reporting on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage in NSW 

(OEH 2011) 

 Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for Proponents (DECCW 2010) 

 Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales 

(OEH 2010) 

As part of the ACHAR, comprehensive consultation is being undertaken in accordance with Section 
80C of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 2009. The initial stages of the consultation process have 
been completed, and a list of Registered Aboriginal Parties (RAPs) has been compiled. The present 
letter provides project information and the proposed assessment methodology for review. 
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The ACHAR will include: 

 A description of the project and extent of the study area 

 An archaeological significance assessment of the study area 

 A description of the statutory requirements for the protection of Aboriginal heritage 

 Plain English summaries of the Aboriginal Technical Reports, including the test excavation 

reports 

 An impact assessment for recorded Aboriginal sites and areas of archaeological potential 

 A methodology for testing the study area. There will be two ACHARs, one for the testing 

AHIP and one for the AHIP to harm all sites.  

Archaeological test excavation of the remaining sites will be undertaken in accordance with 
requirements 14-17 of the Code of Practice. Test excavation methodology will be prepared 
separately and provided to stakeholders. Test excavation will be limited to areas of potential which 
would be subject to impacts as part of the proposed works of the Precinct development application. 
The test excavation will be undertaken by archaeologists in partnership with RAPs for the project.  

1.3.2 Timeframes 

Artefact proposes the following indicative timeframes for the project: 

 Distribution of the draft Test Excavation Methodology to Registered Aboriginal Parties: 30 

May 2025 

 End of review period for the proposed methodology: 27 June 2025 

 Test excavation (4 days) to be carried out in accordance with the Code of Practice for 

Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW: 14-17 July 2025 

1.3.3 Information sought 

If you would like to comment on the Aboriginal cultural heritage values of the study area or the 
proposed methodology, please provide your response by 27 June 2025.  

In your response, please consider the following points: 

 Do you know of any objects or places of value to Aboriginal people in the study area or 

locality? 

 Are there any protocols for managing cultural information that you would like incorporated 

into the assessment methodology? 

 Are there any access requirements or restrictions that should be applied to the information 

you are providing? 
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Figure 1: Proposed development in proximity to St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS ID 37-6-2101) 
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Kristen Tola

From: Kristen Tola
Sent: Friday, 30 May 2025 9:39 AM
To: Tara Dever
Subject: St Philip's Christian College Cessnock - Test Excavation Methodology
Attachments: Mindaribba LALC.pdf

Dear Tara, 
Please find aƩached the Test ExcavaƟon Methodology for St Philip's ChrisƟan College Cessnock. 
 
I was unable to successfully send this to Tracey Skene (Registered RAP for the project), as delivery was unsuccessful to 
the email I have been provided. 
Would you happen to have an email address for Tracey that I can send this to, please? 
 
Thank you, 
Kristen 
 
Kristen Tola
 

Heritage Consultant  
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ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Telephone: 02 9518 8411 | 

 

Mobile: 0416 883 465
 

Address: Unit 71, 8 Spit Island Close , Mayfield West 
 

NSW 
 

2304
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  
and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  
located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  
the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 
Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer  
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Kristen Tola

From: Kristen Tola
Sent: Friday, 30 May 2025 9:24 AM
To: didgengunawalclan@yahoo.com.au
Subject: St Philip's Christian College Cessnock - Test Excavation Methodology

 

 

 

30 May 2025 

Paul Boyd 
Didge Ngunawal Clan 

Via Email: didgengunawalclan@yahoo.com.au 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Re: St Philip’s Christan College Cessnock: Test Excavation Methodology 

This is an update to notify you of the test excavation being undertaken for the project. 

As a result of consultation with Heritage NSW the ACHAR prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage was revised in 
December 20204 and resubmitted along with an Aboriginal Cultural Construction Management Plan dated December 
2024 prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage. 

DPHI, following advice from Heritage NSW, requires that an archaeological test excavation be undertaken in accordance 
with the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW to assess impacts to St Philips 
PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) prior to submission.  

Artefact Heritage and Environment (Artefact) have prepared the draft Test Excavation Methodology for review and 
comment. We are proposing to undertake test excavations using the Code of Practice methodology. Works proposed in 
St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) include the new internal access road, Building N2 (DALE School Building), 
overflow car park (informal) and the Aquatic Centre. 

Please find the draft TEM at the following accessible link: 
https://artefact.box.com/s/wemg1yfoubg3zlwwg75f4f6yf3kg5nwr  

Please ensure if you have any comments on the methodology that you provide a response by Friday 27 June 2025 at 
Close of Business (COB).  

This timeframe is provided in compliance with the requirements of the Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation 
requirements for proponents 2010 (DECCW 2010a) which stipulates a minimum 28-day review period. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Artefact Heritage on 02 9518 8411, or by email at 
consultation@artefact.net.au.  

Yours sincerely 
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Kristen Tola 
Heritage Consultant 
Artefact Heritage 
consultation@artefact.net.au  
02 9518 8411 
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1.1 Proposed Development 

St Philip’s Christian Education Foundation Ltd (the proponent) is proposing alterations and additions to St Philip’s 
Christian Collage Cessnock campus at Lomas Lane and Wine Country Drive, Nulkaba. In January 2022, the proponent 
submitted a State Significant Development (SSD-10360337) under Division 4.7 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979.  

The proposal for alteration and additions includes additions to the junior, middle and senior school buildings, 
administration and welcome centre building, library, trade training centre, canteen/café hub, performing arts centre, 
sports hall, outdoor chapel, Narnia, café, boardwalks, D.A.L.E. and the aquatic centre. These proposed works have the 
potential to directly harm AHIMS ID 37-6-2101 (St Philips PAD 1) (Figure 1). 

1.2 Background 

Barr Planning are working with St Philips Christian School Cessnock to develop the existing school site with expanded 
and new facilities and an increase in student numbers through a SSDA. The site is 40ha located at Wine Country Drive 
and Lomas Lane and bounded by Black Creek to the east. An SSDA was lodged in January 2022 and has been subject 
to several exhibition and amendments. Part of the project includes the construction of a new access onto Wine Country 
Drive and an internal road providing flood immunity to the site.  

As a result of consultation with Heritage NSW the ACHAR prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage was revised in 
December 20204 and resubmitted along with an Aboriginal Cultural Construction Management Plan dated December 
2024 prepared by McArdle Cultural Heritage. 

DPHI, following advice from Heritage NSW, requires that an archaeological test excavation undertaken in accordance 
with the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW to assess impacts to St Philips 
PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) prior to submission.  

Works proposed in St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) include the new internal access road, Building N2 (D.A.L.E. 
School Building), overflow car park (informal) and the Aquatic Centre. There is no development proposed in PAD 2, 3 or 
4. 

1.3 Proposed Assessment Methodology 

1.3.1 Statutory requirements for the completion of an ACHAR 

The ACHAR will be completed in accordance with the relevant guidelines: 

 Guide to Investigating, Assessing, and Reporting on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage in NSW (OEH 2011) 

 Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for Proponents (DECCW 2010) 

 Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales (OEH 2010) 

As part of the ACHAR, comprehensive consultation is being undertaken in accordance with Section 80C of the National 
Parks and Wildlife Act 2009. The initial stages of the consultation process have been completed, and a list of Registered 
Aboriginal Parties (RAPs) has been compiled. The present letter provides project information and the proposed 
assessment methodology for review. 

The ACHAR will include: 

 A description of the project and extent of the study area 

 An archaeological significance assessment of the study area 

 A description of the statutory requirements for the protection of Aboriginal heritage 
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 Plain English summaries of the Aboriginal Technical Reports, including the test excavation reports 

 An impact assessment for recorded Aboriginal sites and areas of archaeological potential 

 A methodology for testing the study area. There will be two ACHARs, one for the testing AHIP and one for the 

AHIP to harm all sites.  

Archaeological test excavation of the remaining sites will be undertaken in accordance with requirements 14-17 of the 
Code of Practice. Test excavation methodology will be prepared separately and provided to stakeholders. Test 
excavation will be limited to areas of potential which would be subject to impacts as part of the proposed works of the 
Precinct development application. The test excavation will be undertaken by archaeologists in partnership with RAPs for 
the project.  

1.3.2 Timeframes 

Artefact proposes the following indicative timeframes for the project: 

 Distribution of the draft Test Excavation Methodology to Registered Aboriginal Parties: 30 May 2025 

 End of review period for the proposed methodology: 27 June 2025 

 Test excavation (4 days) to be carried out in accordance with the Code of Practice for Archaeological 

Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW: 14-17 July 2025 

1.3.3 Information sought 

If you would like to comment on the Aboriginal cultural heritage values of the study area or the proposed methodology, 
please provide your response by 27 June 2025.  

In your response, please consider the following points: 

 Do you know of any objects or places of value to Aboriginal people in the study area or locality? 

 Are there any protocols for managing cultural information that you would like incorporated into the assessment 

methodology? 

 Are there any access requirements or restrictions that should be applied to the information you are providing? 
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Figure 1: Proposed development in proximity to St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS ID 37-6-2101) 
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Kristen Tola

From: Kristen Tola
Sent: Friday, 30 May 2025 9:24 AM
To: widescope.group@live.com
Subject: St Philip's Christian College Cessnock - Test Excavation Methodology

 

 

 

30 May 2025 

Steven Hickey 
Widescope Indigenous Group 

Via Email: widescope.group@live.com 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Re: St Philip’s Christan College Cessnock: Test Excavation Methodology 

This is an update to notify you of the test excavation being undertaken for the project. 

As a result of consultation with Heritage NSW the ACHAR prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage was revised in 
December 20204 and resubmitted along with an Aboriginal Cultural Construction Management Plan dated December 
2024 prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage. 

DPHI, following advice from Heritage NSW, requires that an archaeological test excavation be undertaken in accordance 
with the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW to assess impacts to St Philips 
PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) prior to submission.  

Artefact Heritage and Environment (Artefact) have prepared the draft Test Excavation Methodology for review and 
comment. We are proposing to undertake test excavations using the Code of Practice methodology. Works proposed in 
St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) include the new internal access road, Building N2 (DALE School Building), 
overflow car park (informal) and the Aquatic Centre. 

Please find the draft TEM at the following accessible link: 
https://artefact.box.com/s/wemg1yfoubg3zlwwg75f4f6yf3kg5nwr  

Please ensure if you have any comments on the methodology that you provide a response by Friday 27 June 2025 at 
Close of Business (COB).  

This timeframe is provided in compliance with the requirements of the Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation 
requirements for proponents 2010 (DECCW 2010a) which stipulates a minimum 28-day review period. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Artefact Heritage on 02 9518 8411, or by email at 
consultation@artefact.net.au.  

Yours sincerely 
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Kristen Tola 
Heritage Consultant 
Artefact Heritage 
consultation@artefact.net.au  
02 9518 8411 
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1.1 Proposed Development 

St Philip’s Christian Education Foundation Ltd (the proponent) is proposing alterations and additions to St Philip’s 
Christian Collage Cessnock campus at Lomas Lane and Wine Country Drive, Nulkaba. In January 2022, the proponent 
submitted a State Significant Development (SSD-10360337) under Division 4.7 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979.  

The proposal for alteration and additions includes additions to the junior, middle and senior school buildings, 
administration and welcome centre building, library, trade training centre, canteen/café hub, performing arts centre, 
sports hall, outdoor chapel, Narnia, café, boardwalks, D.A.L.E. and the aquatic centre. These proposed works have the 
potential to directly harm AHIMS ID 37-6-2101 (St Philips PAD 1) (Figure 1). 

1.2 Background 

Barr Planning are working with St Philips Christian School Cessnock to develop the existing school site with expanded 
and new facilities and an increase in student numbers through a SSDA. The site is 40ha located at Wine Country Drive 
and Lomas Lane and bounded by Black Creek to the east. An SSDA was lodged in January 2022 and has been subject 
to several exhibition and amendments. Part of the project includes the construction of a new access onto Wine Country 
Drive and an internal road providing flood immunity to the site.  

As a result of consultation with Heritage NSW the ACHAR prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage was revised in 
December 20204 and resubmitted along with an Aboriginal Cultural Construction Management Plan dated December 
2024 prepared by McArdle Cultural Heritage. 

DPHI, following advice from Heritage NSW, requires that an archaeological test excavation undertaken in accordance 
with the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW to assess impacts to St Philips 
PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) prior to submission.  

Works proposed in St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) include the new internal access road, Building N2 (D.A.L.E. 
School Building), overflow car park (informal) and the Aquatic Centre. There is no development proposed in PAD 2, 3 or 
4. 

1.3 Proposed Assessment Methodology 

1.3.1 Statutory requirements for the completion of an ACHAR 

The ACHAR will be completed in accordance with the relevant guidelines: 

 Guide to Investigating, Assessing, and Reporting on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage in NSW (OEH 2011) 

 Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for Proponents (DECCW 2010) 

 Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales (OEH 2010) 

As part of the ACHAR, comprehensive consultation is being undertaken in accordance with Section 80C of the National 
Parks and Wildlife Act 2009. The initial stages of the consultation process have been completed, and a list of Registered 
Aboriginal Parties (RAPs) has been compiled. The present letter provides project information and the proposed 
assessment methodology for review. 

The ACHAR will include: 

 A description of the project and extent of the study area 

 An archaeological significance assessment of the study area 

 A description of the statutory requirements for the protection of Aboriginal heritage 
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 Plain English summaries of the Aboriginal Technical Reports, including the test excavation reports 

 An impact assessment for recorded Aboriginal sites and areas of archaeological potential 

 A methodology for testing the study area. There will be two ACHARs, one for the testing AHIP and one for the 

AHIP to harm all sites.  

Archaeological test excavation of the remaining sites will be undertaken in accordance with requirements 14-17 of the 
Code of Practice. Test excavation methodology will be prepared separately and provided to stakeholders. Test 
excavation will be limited to areas of potential which would be subject to impacts as part of the proposed works of the 
Precinct development application. The test excavation will be undertaken by archaeologists in partnership with RAPs for 
the project.  

1.3.2 Timeframes 

Artefact proposes the following indicative timeframes for the project: 

 Distribution of the draft Test Excavation Methodology to Registered Aboriginal Parties: 30 May 2025 

 End of review period for the proposed methodology: 27 June 2025 

 Test excavation (4 days) to be carried out in accordance with the Code of Practice for Archaeological 

Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW: 14-17 July 2025 

1.3.3 Information sought 

If you would like to comment on the Aboriginal cultural heritage values of the study area or the proposed methodology, 
please provide your response by 27 June 2025.  

In your response, please consider the following points: 

 Do you know of any objects or places of value to Aboriginal people in the study area or locality? 

 Are there any protocols for managing cultural information that you would like incorporated into the assessment 

methodology? 

 Are there any access requirements or restrictions that should be applied to the information you are providing? 
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Figure 1: Proposed development in proximity to St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS ID 37-6-2101) 
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Kristen Tola

From: Kristen Tola
Sent: Friday, 30 May 2025 9:24 AM
To: tracey@murrung-pa.com.au
Subject: St Philip's Christian College Cessnock - Test Excavation Methodology

 

 

 

30 May 2025 

Tracey Skene 
Culturally Aware 

Via Email: tracey@murrung-pa.com.au 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Re: St Philip’s Christan College Cessnock: Test Excavation Methodology 

This is an update to notify you of the test excavation being undertaken for the project. 

As a result of consultation with Heritage NSW the ACHAR prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage was revised in 
December 20204 and resubmitted along with an Aboriginal Cultural Construction Management Plan dated December 
2024 prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage. 

DPHI, following advice from Heritage NSW, requires that an archaeological test excavation be undertaken in accordance 
with the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW to assess impacts to St Philips 
PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) prior to submission.  

Artefact Heritage and Environment (Artefact) have prepared the draft Test Excavation Methodology for review and 
comment. We are proposing to undertake test excavations using the Code of Practice methodology. Works proposed in 
St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) include the new internal access road, Building N2 (DALE School Building), 
overflow car park (informal) and the Aquatic Centre. 

Please find the draft TEM at the following accessible link: 
https://artefact.box.com/s/wemg1yfoubg3zlwwg75f4f6yf3kg5nwr  

Please ensure if you have any comments on the methodology that you provide a response by Friday 27 June 2025 at 
Close of Business (COB).  

This timeframe is provided in compliance with the requirements of the Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation 
requirements for proponents 2010 (DECCW 2010a) which stipulates a minimum 28-day review period. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Artefact Heritage on 02 9518 8411, or by email at 
consultation@artefact.net.au.  

Yours sincerely 



2

 
Kristen Tola 
Heritage Consultant 
Artefact Heritage 
consultation@artefact.net.au  
02 9518 8411 
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1.1 Proposed Development 

St Philip’s Christian Education Foundation Ltd (the proponent) is proposing alterations and additions to St Philip’s 
Christian Collage Cessnock campus at Lomas Lane and Wine Country Drive, Nulkaba. In January 2022, the proponent 
submitted a State Significant Development (SSD-10360337) under Division 4.7 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979.  

The proposal for alteration and additions includes additions to the junior, middle and senior school buildings, 
administration and welcome centre building, library, trade training centre, canteen/café hub, performing arts centre, 
sports hall, outdoor chapel, Narnia, café, boardwalks, D.A.L.E. and the aquatic centre. These proposed works have the 
potential to directly harm AHIMS ID 37-6-2101 (St Philips PAD 1) (Figure 1). 

1.2 Background 

Barr Planning are working with St Philips Christian School Cessnock to develop the existing school site with expanded 
and new facilities and an increase in student numbers through a SSDA. The site is 40ha located at Wine Country Drive 
and Lomas Lane and bounded by Black Creek to the east. An SSDA was lodged in January 2022 and has been subject 
to several exhibition and amendments. Part of the project includes the construction of a new access onto Wine Country 
Drive and an internal road providing flood immunity to the site.  

As a result of consultation with Heritage NSW the ACHAR prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage was revised in 
December 20204 and resubmitted along with an Aboriginal Cultural Construction Management Plan dated December 
2024 prepared by McArdle Cultural Heritage. 

DPHI, following advice from Heritage NSW, requires that an archaeological test excavation undertaken in accordance 
with the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW to assess impacts to St Philips 
PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) prior to submission.  

Works proposed in St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) include the new internal access road, Building N2 (D.A.L.E. 
School Building), overflow car park (informal) and the Aquatic Centre. There is no development proposed in PAD 2, 3 or 
4. 

1.3 Proposed Assessment Methodology 

1.3.1 Statutory requirements for the completion of an ACHAR 

The ACHAR will be completed in accordance with the relevant guidelines: 

 Guide to Investigating, Assessing, and Reporting on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage in NSW (OEH 2011) 

 Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for Proponents (DECCW 2010) 

 Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales (OEH 2010) 

As part of the ACHAR, comprehensive consultation is being undertaken in accordance with Section 80C of the National 
Parks and Wildlife Act 2009. The initial stages of the consultation process have been completed, and a list of Registered 
Aboriginal Parties (RAPs) has been compiled. The present letter provides project information and the proposed 
assessment methodology for review. 

The ACHAR will include: 

 A description of the project and extent of the study area 

 An archaeological significance assessment of the study area 

 A description of the statutory requirements for the protection of Aboriginal heritage 
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 Plain English summaries of the Aboriginal Technical Reports, including the test excavation reports 

 An impact assessment for recorded Aboriginal sites and areas of archaeological potential 

 A methodology for testing the study area. There will be two ACHARs, one for the testing AHIP and one for the 

AHIP to harm all sites.  

Archaeological test excavation of the remaining sites will be undertaken in accordance with requirements 14-17 of the 
Code of Practice. Test excavation methodology will be prepared separately and provided to stakeholders. Test 
excavation will be limited to areas of potential which would be subject to impacts as part of the proposed works of the 
Precinct development application. The test excavation will be undertaken by archaeologists in partnership with RAPs for 
the project.  

1.3.2 Timeframes 

Artefact proposes the following indicative timeframes for the project: 

 Distribution of the draft Test Excavation Methodology to Registered Aboriginal Parties: 30 May 2025 

 End of review period for the proposed methodology: 27 June 2025 

 Test excavation (4 days) to be carried out in accordance with the Code of Practice for Archaeological 

Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW: 14-17 July 2025 

1.3.3 Information sought 

If you would like to comment on the Aboriginal cultural heritage values of the study area or the proposed methodology, 
please provide your response by 27 June 2025.  

In your response, please consider the following points: 

 Do you know of any objects or places of value to Aboriginal people in the study area or locality? 

 Are there any protocols for managing cultural information that you would like incorporated into the assessment 

methodology? 

 Are there any access requirements or restrictions that should be applied to the information you are providing? 
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Figure 1: Proposed development in proximity to St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS ID 37-6-2101) 
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Kristen Tola

From: Carolyn .H <cazadirect@live.com>
Sent: Friday, 6 June 2025 11:31 AM
To: Kristen Tola
Cc: Aboriginal Heritage Team
Subject: Re: St Philip's Christian College Cessnock - Test Excavation Methodology
Attachments: A1.WC.2026.pdf; A1.PL.2026.pdf

 
Contact: Carolyn Hickey 
Mobile: 0411650057                 
Email: Cazadirect@live.com          
ABN: 20 616 970 327 
 
Hi Kristen,  
 
I did the initial walk-over for this school and the test excavations last year along the creek 
line and other sections with Umwelt. It would be great to get back out there again.  

I have reviewed the document and support the Information and Methodology. 

I would like to be included in all meetings, reports, sharing of cultural information, 

and fieldwork. 

Also I am excited to introduce you to our new cultural initiative that we've developed, which 
is a more respectful way of returning our artefacts back to their country. 

Please find attached a brochure for our Narrbang bags, a kangaroo skin bag created 
specifically for repatriations. This change has been long overdue. 

I would like to include this method if any repatriation is needed. 

We believe it is a significant step towards honouring the vessel that our artefacts are placed 
in and repatriated. The Narrbang bags represent a more respectful approach, emphasizing 
cultural sensitivity and respect for the artefacts and their origins. We hope you find this 
initiative as meaningful as we do. 

https://wiyala.com.au 

I have attached A1 Indigenous Services Insurances. 
 
A1 INDIGENOUS SERVICES,  Represents over 100 Indigenous Locals  
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I agree to my details being shared with OEH and the LALC. Please feel free to contact me us
ing  
the details provided above. 
 
Kind regards, 
Carolyn Hickey / Wonnarua Tradional Owner 
 

A1 Indigenous Services is a 100% Indigenous-owned Australian company offering a range of 
services to the construction industry. Our mission is to commit to an innovative approach for 
a better future for Indigenous employment and community, while improving ways to close 
the gap in Aboriginal participation in the construction industry. We are dedicated to 
building strength in Aboriginal communities and our Indigenous labour force. 

         
 

A1 Indigenous Services is a member of the NSW Indigenous Chamber of Commerce 
(NSWICC). A business or enterprise carrying the NSWICC Assured logo has met national 
policy requirements as upheld by FACCI, ensuring that it is identified as a First Nations 
business owner or entrepreneur and that it demonstrates compliance with government and 
industry regulators. 
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From: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au> 
Sent: Friday, 30 May 2025 9:23 AM 
To: cazadirect@live.com <cazadirect@live.com> 
Subject: St Philip's Christian College Cessnock - Test Excavation Methodology  
  
  

  

  

30 May 2025 

Carolyn Hickey 
A1 Indigenous Group 

Via Email: cazadirect@live.com 

  

Dear Sir/Madam 

Re: St Philip’s Christan College Cessnock: Test Excavation Methodology 

This is an update to notify you of the test excavation being undertaken for the project. 

As a result of consultation with Heritage NSW the ACHAR prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage was revised in 
December 20204 and resubmitted along with an Aboriginal Cultural Construction Management Plan dated December 
2024 prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage. 

DPHI, following advice from Heritage NSW, requires that an archaeological test excavation be undertaken in accordance 
with the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW to assess impacts to St Philips 
PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) prior to submission.  

Artefact Heritage and Environment (Artefact) have prepared the draft Test Excavation Methodology for review and 
comment. We are proposing to undertake test excavations using the Code of Practice methodology. Works proposed in 
St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) include the new internal access road, Building N2 (DALE School Building), 
overflow car park (informal) and the Aquatic Centre. 

Please find the draft TEM at the following accessible link: 
https://artefact.box.com/s/wemg1yfoubg3zlwwg75f4f6yf3kg5nwr  

Please ensure if you have any comments on the methodology that you provide a response by Friday 27 June 2025 at 
Close of Business (COB).  

This timeframe is provided in compliance with the requirements of the Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation 
requirements for proponents 2010 (DECCW 2010a) which stipulates a minimum 28-day review period. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Artefact Heritage on 02 9518 8411, or by email at 
consultation@artefact.net.au.  

Yours sincerely 

  
Kristen Tola 
Heritage Consultant 
Artefact Heritage 
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consultation@artefact.net.au  
02 9518 8411 
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1.1          Proposed Development 

St Philip’s Christian Education Foundation Ltd (the proponent) is proposing alterations and additions to St Philip’s 
Christian Collage Cessnock campus at Lomas Lane and Wine Country Drive, Nulkaba. In January 2022, the proponent 
submitted a State Significant Development (SSD-10360337) under Division 4.7 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979.  

The proposal for alteration and additions includes additions to the junior, middle and senior school buildings, 
administration and welcome centre building, library, trade training centre, canteen/café hub, performing arts centre, 
sports hall, outdoor chapel, Narnia, café, boardwalks, D.A.L.E. and the aquatic centre. These proposed works have the 
potential to directly harm AHIMS ID 37-6-2101 (St Philips PAD 1) (Figure 1). 

1.2          Background 

Barr Planning are working with St Philips Christian School Cessnock to develop the existing school site with expanded 
and new facilities and an increase in student numbers through a SSDA. The site is 40ha located at Wine Country Drive 
and Lomas Lane and bounded by Black Creek to the east. An SSDA was lodged in January 2022 and has been subject 
to several exhibition and amendments. Part of the project includes the construction of a new access onto Wine Country 
Drive and an internal road providing flood immunity to the site.  

As a result of consultation with Heritage NSW the ACHAR prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage was revised in 
December 20204 and resubmitted along with an Aboriginal Cultural Construction Management Plan dated December 
2024 prepared by McArdle Cultural Heritage. 

DPHI, following advice from Heritage NSW, requires that an archaeological test excavation undertaken in accordance 
with the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW to assess impacts to St Philips 
PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) prior to submission.  

Works proposed in St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) include the new internal access road, Building N2 (D.A.L.E. 
School Building), overflow car park (informal) and the Aquatic Centre. There is no development proposed in PAD 2, 3 or 
4. 

1.3          Proposed Assessment Methodology 

1.3.1       Statutory requirements for the completion of an ACHAR 

The ACHAR will be completed in accordance with the relevant guidelines: 

        Guide to Investigating, Assessing, and Reporting on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage in NSW (OEH 2011) 

        Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for Proponents (DECCW 2010) 

        Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales (OEH 2010) 

As part of the ACHAR, comprehensive consultation is being undertaken in accordance with Section 80C of the National 
Parks and Wildlife Act 2009. The initial stages of the consultation process have been completed, and a list of Registered 
Aboriginal Parties (RAPs) has been compiled. The present letter provides project information and the proposed 
assessment methodology for review. 

The ACHAR will include: 

        A description of the project and extent of the study area 
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        An archaeological significance assessment of the study area 

        A description of the statutory requirements for the protection of Aboriginal heritage 

        Plain English summaries of the Aboriginal Technical Reports, including the test excavation reports 

        An impact assessment for recorded Aboriginal sites and areas of archaeological potential 

        A methodology for testing the study area. There will be two ACHARs, one for the testing AHIP and one for the 

AHIP to harm all sites.  

Archaeological test excavation of the remaining sites will be undertaken in accordance with requirements 14-17 of the 
Code of Practice. Test excavation methodology will be prepared separately and provided to stakeholders. Test 
excavation will be limited to areas of potential which would be subject to impacts as part of the proposed works of the 
Precinct development application. The test excavation will be undertaken by archaeologists in partnership with RAPs for 
the project.  

1.3.2       Timeframes 

Artefact proposes the following indicative timeframes for the project: 

        Distribution of the draft Test Excavation Methodology to Registered Aboriginal Parties: 30 May 2025 

        End of review period for the proposed methodology: 27 June 2025 

        Test excavation (4 days) to be carried out in accordance with the Code of Practice for Archaeological 

Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW: 14-17 July 2025 

1.3.3       Information sought 

If you would like to comment on the Aboriginal cultural heritage values of the study area or the proposed methodology, 
please provide your response by 27 June 2025.  

In your response, please consider the following points: 

        Do you know of any objects or places of value to Aboriginal people in the study area or locality? 

        Are there any protocols for managing cultural information that you would like incorporated into the assessment 

methodology? 

        Are there any access requirements or restrictions that should be applied to the information you are providing? 
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Figure 1: Proposed development in proximity to St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS ID 37-6-2101) 
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Kristen Tola

From: WIDESCOPE . <widescope.group@live.com>
Sent: Tuesday, 24 June 2025 4:37 PM
To: Kristen Tola
Subject: Re: St Philip's Christian College Cessnock - Test Excavation Methodology

Good afternoon, Christian 
 
Thank you, Steven Hickey has viewed and supports the methods outlined in the test excavation 
methodology. 
 
Regards 

 
Widescope Indigenous Group 
Contact : Donna Hickey 
Address H/O: 73 Russell St, Emu Plains NSW 2750  
E-mail : Widescope.group@live.com  
Mobile : 0425 232 056 
 

From: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au> 
Sent: Friday, 30 May 2025 9:23 AM 
To: widescope.group@live.com <widescope.group@live.com> 
Subject: St Philip's Christian College Cessnock - Test Excavation Methodology  
  
  

  

  

30 May 2025 

Steven Hickey 
Widescope Indigenous Group 

Via Email: widescope.group@live.com 

  

Dear Sir/Madam 

Re: St Philip’s Christan College Cessnock: Test Excavation Methodology 

This is an update to notify you of the test excavation being undertaken for the project. 

As a result of consultation with Heritage NSW the ACHAR prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage was revised in 
December 20204 and resubmitted along with an Aboriginal Cultural Construction Management Plan dated December 
2024 prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage. 
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DPHI, following advice from Heritage NSW, requires that an archaeological test excavation be undertaken in accordance 
with the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW to assess impacts to St Philips 
PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) prior to submission.  

Artefact Heritage and Environment (Artefact) have prepared the draft Test Excavation Methodology for review and 
comment. We are proposing to undertake test excavations using the Code of Practice methodology. Works proposed in 
St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) include the new internal access road, Building N2 (DALE School Building), 
overflow car park (informal) and the Aquatic Centre. 

Please find the draft TEM at the following accessible link: 
https://artefact.box.com/s/wemg1yfoubg3zlwwg75f4f6yf3kg5nwr  

Please ensure if you have any comments on the methodology that you provide a response by Friday 27 June 2025 at 
Close of Business (COB).  

This timeframe is provided in compliance with the requirements of the Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation 
requirements for proponents 2010 (DECCW 2010a) which stipulates a minimum 28-day review period. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Artefact Heritage on 02 9518 8411, or by email at 
consultation@artefact.net.au.  

Yours sincerely 

  
Kristen Tola 
Heritage Consultant 
Artefact Heritage 
consultation@artefact.net.au  
02 9518 8411 
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1.1          Proposed Development 

St Philip’s Christian Education Foundation Ltd (the proponent) is proposing alterations and additions to St Philip’s 
Christian Collage Cessnock campus at Lomas Lane and Wine Country Drive, Nulkaba. In January 2022, the proponent 
submitted a State Significant Development (SSD-10360337) under Division 4.7 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979.  

The proposal for alteration and additions includes additions to the junior, middle and senior school buildings, 
administration and welcome centre building, library, trade training centre, canteen/café hub, performing arts centre, 
sports hall, outdoor chapel, Narnia, café, boardwalks, D.A.L.E. and the aquatic centre. These proposed works have the 
potential to directly harm AHIMS ID 37-6-2101 (St Philips PAD 1) (Figure 1). 

1.2          Background 

Barr Planning are working with St Philips Christian School Cessnock to develop the existing school site with expanded 
and new facilities and an increase in student numbers through a SSDA. The site is 40ha located at Wine Country Drive 
and Lomas Lane and bounded by Black Creek to the east. An SSDA was lodged in January 2022 and has been subject 
to several exhibition and amendments. Part of the project includes the construction of a new access onto Wine Country 
Drive and an internal road providing flood immunity to the site.  

As a result of consultation with Heritage NSW the ACHAR prepared by McCardle Cultural Heritage was revised in 
December 20204 and resubmitted along with an Aboriginal Cultural Construction Management Plan dated December 
2024 prepared by McArdle Cultural Heritage. 

DPHI, following advice from Heritage NSW, requires that an archaeological test excavation undertaken in accordance 
with the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW to assess impacts to St Philips 
PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) prior to submission.  

Works proposed in St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS #37-6-2101) include the new internal access road, Building N2 (D.A.L.E. 
School Building), overflow car park (informal) and the Aquatic Centre. There is no development proposed in PAD 2, 3 or 
4. 

1.3          Proposed Assessment Methodology 

1.3.1       Statutory requirements for the completion of an ACHAR 

The ACHAR will be completed in accordance with the relevant guidelines: 

        Guide to Investigating, Assessing, and Reporting on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage in NSW (OEH 2011) 

        Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for Proponents (DECCW 2010) 

        Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales (OEH 2010) 

As part of the ACHAR, comprehensive consultation is being undertaken in accordance with Section 80C of the National 
Parks and Wildlife Act 2009. The initial stages of the consultation process have been completed, and a list of Registered 
Aboriginal Parties (RAPs) has been compiled. The present letter provides project information and the proposed 
assessment methodology for review. 

The ACHAR will include: 

        A description of the project and extent of the study area 
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        An archaeological significance assessment of the study area 

        A description of the statutory requirements for the protection of Aboriginal heritage 

        Plain English summaries of the Aboriginal Technical Reports, including the test excavation reports 

        An impact assessment for recorded Aboriginal sites and areas of archaeological potential 

        A methodology for testing the study area. There will be two ACHARs, one for the testing AHIP and one for the 

AHIP to harm all sites.  

Archaeological test excavation of the remaining sites will be undertaken in accordance with requirements 14-17 of the 
Code of Practice. Test excavation methodology will be prepared separately and provided to stakeholders. Test 
excavation will be limited to areas of potential which would be subject to impacts as part of the proposed works of the 
Precinct development application. The test excavation will be undertaken by archaeologists in partnership with RAPs for 
the project.  

1.3.2       Timeframes 

Artefact proposes the following indicative timeframes for the project: 

        Distribution of the draft Test Excavation Methodology to Registered Aboriginal Parties: 30 May 2025 

        End of review period for the proposed methodology: 27 June 2025 

        Test excavation (4 days) to be carried out in accordance with the Code of Practice for Archaeological 

Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW: 14-17 July 2025 

1.3.3       Information sought 

If you would like to comment on the Aboriginal cultural heritage values of the study area or the proposed methodology, 
please provide your response by 27 June 2025.  

In your response, please consider the following points: 

        Do you know of any objects or places of value to Aboriginal people in the study area or locality? 

        Are there any protocols for managing cultural information that you would like incorporated into the assessment 

methodology? 

        Are there any access requirements or restrictions that should be applied to the information you are providing? 
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Figure 1: Proposed development in proximity to St Philips PAD 1 (AHIMS ID 37-6-2101) 

 



Test Excavation Notification to NSW 
 



From:                                         Lily Hacke�
Sent:                                           Tuesday, 1 July 2025 3:35 PM
To:                                               Heritage NSW
Cc:                                               'rjohnston@barrplanning.com.au'; 'eBea�e@barrplanning.com.au';

Kristen Tola; Samantha Higgs
Subject:                                     No�fica�on of Test Excava�on - St Philip’s Chris�an College
 
Dear Heritage NSW,

Artefact Heritage and Environment has been engaged by Barr Planning on behalf of St
Philip’s Christian Education Foundation Ltd to undertake an Aboriginal archaeological test
excavation to support the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment (ACHA) for the proposed
works at St Philip’s Christian College, located in Nulkaba NSW.

The test excavation program is scheduled to commence on 15 July 2025 with an estimated
completion date of 18 July 2025, although this is dependent on factors such as adverse
weather. Any Aboriginal objects recovered will be stored temporarily in a locked cabinet at
Artefact’s office (Suite 56, 26-32 Pirrama Road, Pyrmont, NSW 2009).

A link to the test excavation methodology is provided here:
https://artefact.box.com/s/p0g6d6qdhg1bnxbo37vijiuoaz013mt9

The contact details for the proponent are as follows:

Erin Beattie, Barr Planning, PO Box 96, Carrington NSW 2294
E: Erin Beattie ebeattie@barrplanning.com.au
 
Lily Hackett (Heritage Consultant, Artefact) and Kristen Tola (Heritage Consultant, Artefact)
will be supervising the test excavation with advice and direction from Dr Samantha Higgs
(Archaeology Team Leader, Artefact). 
 
If you require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact Artefact on (02)
9518 8411.
 
Kind regards,

Lily Hackett
Heritage Consultant

M T W T F
✓ 🗙 ✓ 🖳 ✓

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT
Telephone: 02 9518 8411 | Mobile: 0409 699 252
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26‑32 Pirrama Rd, Pyrmont NSW 2009
Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands 
and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is 
located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and 
the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is  located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 
Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia.

https://artefact.box.com/s/p0g6d6qdhg1bnxbo37vijiuoaz013mt9
mailto:ebeattie@barrplanning.com.au
tel:02%209518%208411
tel:0409%20699%20252
https://www.artefact.net.au/


Read Artefact's email disclaimer
    

https://www.artefact.net.au/
https://www.artefact.net.au/


Invitation to participate in test excavations 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:13 AM

To: cazadirect@live.com

Cc: Kristen Tola; Lily Hackett

Subject: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) 

[250185]

Attachments: TEM-250185-St Philips CC-FINAL-2025 07 01.pdf

Dear Carolyn Hickey, 

 

Thank you for your involvement on the St Phillips Christian College Cessnock project. Please see 

attached Final Test Excavation Methodology. 

 

Would you be available to attend the test excavation program (15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025)? 

Could you please provide the name and contact details of who will be onsite and forward your insurance 

info and daily rates. 

 

Next week we will send the details regarding what time/site drop o2/access points etc. 

 

 

Any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Beatrix Ye 

 
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:14 AM

To: widescope.group@live.com

Cc: Kristen Tola; Lily Hackett

Subject: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) 

[250185]

Attachments: TEM-250185-St Philips CC-FINAL-2025 07 01.pdf

Dear Steven Hickey, 

 

Thank you for your involvement on the St Phillips Christian College Cessnock project. Please see 

attached Final Test Excavation Methodology. 

 

Would you be available to attend the test excavation program (15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025)? 

Could you please provide the name and contact details of who will be onsite and forward your insurance 

info and daily rates. 

 

Next week we will send the details regarding what time/site drop o2/access points etc. 

 

 

Any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Beatrix Ye 

 
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:15 AM

To: tracey@murrung-pa.com.au

Cc: Kristen Tola; Lily Hackett

Subject: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) 

[250185]

Attachments: TEM-250185-St Philips CC-FINAL-2025 07 01.pdf

Dear Tracey Skene, 

 

Thank you for your involvement on the St Phillips Christian College Cessnock project. Please see 

attached Final Test Excavation Methodology. 

 

Would you be available to attend the test excavation program (15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025)? 

Could you please provide the name and contact details of who will be onsite and forward your insurance 

info and daily rates. 

 

Next week we will send the details regarding what time/site drop o2/access points etc. 

 

Any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Beatrix Ye 

 
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     



4

Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Microsoft Outlook 

<MicrosoftExchange329e71ec88ae4615bbc36ab6ce41109e@artefact.net.au>

To: tracey@murrung-pa.com.au

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:15 AM

Subject: Undeliverable: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, 

Nulkaba) [250185]

Delivery has failed to these recipients or groups: 

tracey@murrung-pa.com.au (tracey@murrung-pa.com.au) 

Your message couldn't be delivered. The Domain Name System (DNS) reported that the recipient's 
domain does not exist. 

Contact the recipient by some other means (by phone, for example) and ask them to tell their email 
admin that it appears that their domain isn't properly registered at their domain registrar. Give them 
the error details shown below. It's likely that the recipient's email admin is the only one who can fix 
this problem. 

For more information and tips to fix this issue see this article: 
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=389361. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Diagnostic information for administrators: 

Generating server: SY0PR01MB8763.ausprd01.prod.outlook.com 

tracey@murrung-pa.com.au 

Remote server returned '550 5.4.310 DNS domain murrung-pa.com.au does not exist [Message=InfoDomainNonexistent] 

[LastAttemptedServerName=murrung-pa.com.au] [ML1PEPF0000F17B.ausprd01.prod.outlook.com 2025-07-
04T01:15:28.271Z 08DDBA2DF39E0A16]' 

Original message headers: 

ARC-Seal: i=1; a=rsa-sha256; s=arcselector10001; d=microsoft.com; cv=none; 
 
b=s2+COb55g1bRUrMWzvoBNOrKw771FTPkh7VL1EZfoYpewxE1WxB0TpdEZkeKxH1Krf1VUiKHKD8SD/IO3wyuApN
h85LWVKJfvWsdsj0JEDBhZyiwUN5pmkUa8t6EbbHlk/6BoiRNC4doUqwKd6ZsPY3YZVB8cim6GUQ9LK0nNSvSBaDu
BAC5g8GXoVbxI1Tdm3oJuZZc06dnmXzcjOwZ3Xq/kcqPG5bb8TeHgxzEHXV0uCVHt9jNFyWyCyyx3vn0DZWq05KCN
nzKHZs0ND9bXycBVO8cv35fK8pn7PrOssuoBK6WRjWZvssVk9NgsaBskI0reWdeJrLl5mP54KDwTg== 
ARC-Message-Signature: i=1; a=rsa-sha256; c=relaxed/relaxed; d=microsoft.com; 
 s=arcselector10001; 



5

 h=From:Date:Subject:Message-ID:Content-Type:MIME-Version:X-MS-Exchange-AntiSpam-
MessageData-ChunkCount:X-MS-Exchange-AntiSpam-MessageData-0:X-MS-Exchange-AntiSpam-
MessageData-1; 
 bh=8C7ogH/a8O0rnnukkrEkJGJ3EaSqMZmfnsozsb91lis=; 
 
b=GdKY0P6zAxwzo8NlsqtI9WP9wCSasNYKfQGbNgfD2Q4UysKCenlPKSD+PxjyjfFhX/ZvBifzqA2HkEsVlrObt+m
l5PQfWrE04g5nsX+8TyrxcwKBr/RNK7bSgKJ6foqxSQXCknWHI5MsLdgYvUMIDrg6VNYfvkEwnFIlfNdHCYPQ+OIb
afBePbQZQgAapYepnfUuLjNJlIcHyO83RsiLVPo71KCmlkDONaKu1zKxa1Q7KN8bmsqOZwhczI/PPTmh149igUoN0
W9C0FlW8wBHgfSEW2SpmiJp0hSWDLLNL4dqmE5Av4yL1r927sQt+52+uGKLTX8JFEv1KgphLvhwpw== 
ARC-Authentication-Results: i=1; mx.microsoft.com 1; spf=pass 
 smtp.mailfrom=artefact.net.au; dmarc=pass action=none 
 header.from=artefact.net.au; dkim=pass header.d=artefact.net.au; arc=none 
DKIM-Signature: v=1; a=rsa-sha256; c=relaxed/relaxed; 
 d=ArtefactHeritageServices.onmicrosoft.com; 
 s=selector2-ArtefactHeritageServices-onmicrosoft-com; 
 h=From:Date:Subject:Message-ID:Content-Type:MIME-Version:X-MS-Exchange-SenderADCheck; 
 bh=8C7ogH/a8O0rnnukkrEkJGJ3EaSqMZmfnsozsb91lis=; 
 
b=CsQBFJ5iTd6dKqsMa1wapYZAK8o/I2mrOVm+QTgVkKCw9NXEXoPbojJG17AOo1iY5OspJPRoHBm2BI5uWzH7itR
uQdvef4pWTRRPPwMG9l0fQRBZB+vSxTQEedIdTWtYYVkjQHRUDKDxyk20YDv5KoThdX8mo5CzkSf3BAH+a5o= 
Received: from SY4PR01MB5738.ausprd01.prod.outlook.com (2603:10c6:10:fa::13) 
 by SY0PR01MB8763.ausprd01.prod.outlook.com (2603:10c6:10:20e::22) with 
 Microsoft SMTP Server (version=TLS1_2, 
 cipher=TLS_ECDHE_RSA_WITH_AES_256_GCM_SHA384) id 15.20.8901.22; Fri, 4 Jul 
 2025 01:15:23 +0000 
Received: from SY4PR01MB5738.ausprd01.prod.outlook.com 
 ([fe80::ccdd:85d8:cec7:2458]) by SY4PR01MB5738.ausprd01.prod.outlook.com 
 ([fe80::ccdd:85d8:cec7:2458%6]) with mapi id 15.20.8901.021; Fri, 4 Jul 2025 
 01:15:23 +0000 
From: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 
To: "tracey@murrung-pa.com.au" <tracey@murrung-pa.com.au> 
CC: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au>, Lily Hackett 
 <lily.hackett@artefact.net.au> 
Subject: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas 
 Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 
Thread-Topic: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 
 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 
Thread-Index: AdvsgQkD3E3mJPn/Q42jOQarS849dQ== 
Date: Fri, 4 Jul 2025 01:15:23 +0000 
Message-ID: 
<SY4PR01MB573897178217B3F66D9D75098242A@SY4PR01MB5738.ausprd01.prod.outlook.com> 
Accept-Language: en-US 
Content-Language: en-US 
X-MS-Has-Attach: yes 
X-MS-TNEF-Correlator: 
authentication-results: dkim=none (message not signed) 
 header.d=none;dmarc=none action=none header.from=artefact.net.au; 
x-ms-publictraffictype: Email 
x-ms-traffictypediagnostic: SY4PR01MB5738:EE_|SY0PR01MB8763:EE_ 
x-ms-office365-filtering-correlation-id: 3622cdd3-564a-4e38-0aab-08ddba984059 
x-ms-exchange-senderadcheck: 1 
x-ms-exchange-antispam-relay: 0 
x-microsoft-antispam: 
BCL:0;ARA:13230040|1800799024|376014|366016|8096899003|13003099007|4053099003|38070700018
; 
x-microsoft-antispam-message-info: =?utf-
8?B?a1JjU0NxbkdZRWZ3NFdDLzNWUXl1ODI0M1pzaUFhZlpUSGo1RDFPeFlQK09s?= 
 =?utf-8?B?Y0NiOHk4ai9YWkZFdXI3NERFa042T0RFZ1VxYnlFczM4V0NnSWdhZ0pGTEtp?= 
 =?utf-8?B?MCtMQlFOWUFNS0d0Rkt1d1NzUUo0UUJOV09jakhydk9UeXB2a1ovVWpHQ0p6?= 
 =?utf-8?B?Ymk4MnhLWDUvb1g0dFAxQlNRNTgxT3hVOHdxK1hkOEdiamdKcTYzenc4OEhR?= 
 =?utf-8?B?ZzVBdVB5dkpROWxmSnBUbWFSdmhpcWdpcmxuSDZaVE8xQVNVeVcvS3ovaDFq?= 
 =?utf-8?B?L0pwY2lkTS9hNlRwdlZXTjFxdVo4YnFlenVSb3NNd0hjSkJEZk9VUC9oRVdL?= 
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 =?utf-8?B?QVZWNW5HWFhVOVI2RVc1LzJKeEZKR1BPc3BaMVNXZXJEV1NVTTV5azBKV3pZ?= 
 =?utf-8?B?T3hLZEc1ZGFsaE9OdVdMZENwRFFyRGRkNjFuaTBkVjFpT1k1QXJWNTV3K2hz?= 
 =?utf-8?B?R3B2TUdRYXJMZ1p1eWYxcjZNbVpJaWVZdEN6YTFxNm91Yi9EZERreGttV29l?= 
 =?utf-8?B?SUR0QW9iNENnalhpUUk2aWdXdGNrY0VMTGtlSkFtNG9ZK3drQVVXVWlGMkMv?= 
 =?utf-8?B?L3ZIMnhBRGpoZ0FSQ2lqT1IrUkNFUVA1SktKb1lpeGJaR0RiQkh2NzlzVWZw?= 
 =?utf-8?B?SGdmLzNlTEZiRDM4Wk55WW1Ca0hyNzNMeStYM3E2Y3BrN0x6TEVFMXNEekNP?= 
 =?utf-8?B?YVhqTWFrbWk3cXN6MG1iTUdLN01vNGdPdWE1ZitMTktnSjVWb2V3ZUFLdEtx?= 
 =?utf-8?B?SVVHUkc3ODJkMHNqUmtYRDY2bUg3OTJZb3JQVCtuaWtDYVBKYlJGNE9rcFFz?= 
 =?utf-8?B?VmNQb3NUaTZHL1UvTHRwZE5kQmFVdTAyeERzeVlPVWtLeHBPaHgvVWg2VnJR?= 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:17 AM

To: allen.s.paget@hotmail.com; admin@ungooroo.com.au

Cc: Lily Hackett; Kristen Tola

Subject: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) 

[250185]

Attachments: TEM-250185-St Philips CC-FINAL-2025 07 01.pdf

Dear Allen Paget 

 

Thank you for your involvement on the St Phillips Christian College Cessnock project. Please see 

attached Final Test Excavation Methodology. 

 

Would you be available to attend the test excavation program (15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025)? 

Could you please provide the name and contact details of who will be onsite and forward your insurance 

info and daily rates. 

 

Next week we will send the details regarding what time/site drop o2/access points etc. 

 

 

Any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Beatrix Ye 

 

 
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:18 AM

To: ceo@mindaribbalalc.org

Cc: Lily Hackett; Kristen Tola

Subject: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) 

[250185]

Attachments: TEM-250185-St Philips CC-FINAL-2025 07 01.pdf

Dear Tara Dever CEO, 

 

Thank you for your involvement on the St Phillips Christian College Cessnock project. Please see 

attached Final Test Excavation Methodology. 

 

Would you be available to attend the test excavation program (15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025)? 

Could you please provide the name and contact details of who will be onsite and forward your insurance 

info and daily rates. 

 

Next week we will send the details regarding what time/site drop o2/access points etc. 

 

 

Any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Beatrix Ye 

 
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Ungooroo Admin <admin@ungooroo.com.au>

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:18 AM

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Subject: Automatic reply: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas 

Lane, Nulkaba) [250185]

Thank you for your email. In the event of an emergency always phone triple zero "000" This account is 

only monitored Monday to Friday. Please note, only non-urgent administrative queries can be received 

via email. Clinical questions can only be handled by our clinical staff and will require a GP appointment. 

For questions please call the practice on 0265715111 or visit our web site: https://ungooroo.com.au/, 

alternatively you can call HealthDirect Australia on: 1800 022 222 to speak with a Nurse. 

 

Emergency Numbers 

Mental Health Line: 1800 011 511 

Kids Helpline: 1800 551 800 

Parent line: 1300 130 052 

1800 Respect: 1800 737 732 

Emergency Accommodation 1800 152 152 

Lifeline: 13 11 14 

Beyond Blue: 1300 224 636 

Domestic Violence Helpline: 1300 737 732 

Men’s line: 1300 789 978 

Child Protection Helpline 132 111  
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Tara Dever <Ceo@mindaribbalalc.org>

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:29 AM

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Cc: Lily Hackett; Kristen Tola

Subject: RE: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) 

[250185]

Importance: High

Hi Team,  

 

Mindaribba can have a site worker available for these days, costs are $1000 per day plus gst this includes travel 

and insurances. 

 

I would not have details for the o2icer that will be attending until the end of next week.  

 

Warm Regards, Tara 

 
Tara Dever (She/Her/Hers) 
Chief Executive 
Mindaribba Local Aboriginal Land Council 
  
Email: ceo@mindaribbalalc.org  
Phone: 02 – 4015 7000 
1A Chelmsford Drive Metford NSW 2323 
55 Aberdare Rd Aberdare NSW 2325 
PO Box 401 East Maitland NSW 2323 
  
I pay my respects to all Wonnarua, Guringai and Awaba Elders past and present. For they are the traditional keepers, custodians and 

knowledge holders of all the lands, waters and skies on which the Mindaribba LALC operates.  

Lands of which I am very grateful to work, live and prosper today and everyday. ALWAYS WAS, ALWAYS WILL BE, 

ABORIGINAL LAND! 

  

  

  
 

 

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au>  

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:18 AM 

To: Tara Dever <Ceo@mindaribbalalc.org> 

Cc: Lily Hackett <lily.hackett@artefact.net.au>; Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

 

Dear Tara Dever CEO, 

 

Thank you for your involvement on the St Phillips Christian College Cessnock project. Please see 

attached Final Test Excavation Methodology. 
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Would you be available to attend the test excavation program (15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025)? 

Could you please provide the name and contact details of who will be onsite and forward your insurance 

info and daily rates. 

 

Next week we will send the details regarding what time/site drop o2/access points etc. 

 

 

Any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Beatrix Ye 

 
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://ddec1-0-en-
ctp.trendmicro.com:443/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.artefact.net.au&umid=1969577f-9d19-497f-8fff-
c9c0d60e31d5&rct=1751591912&auth=8f1061eb9fb7bed333c78932fe7bf8be39956e45-
b6aba6f455f254a5e75f846e06abed1ea65e1116 

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 
Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:54 AM

To: Tara Dever

Cc: Lily Hackett; Kristen Tola

Subject: RE: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) 

[250185]

Hi Tara, 

 

Thank you for your response. We look forward to working with you and we will be in contact next week 

regarding further project updates.  

 

Kind regards, 

 
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     

From: Tara Dever <Ceo@mindaribbalalc.org>  

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:29 AM 

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Cc: Lily Hackett <lily.hackett@artefact.net.au>; Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: RE: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

Importance: High 

 
Hi Team,  

 

Mindaribba can have a site worker available for these days, costs are $1000 per day plus gst this includes travel 

and insurances. 

 

I would not have details for the o2icer that will be attending until the end of next week.  

 

Warm Regards, Tara 
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Tara Dever (She/Her/Hers) 
Chief Executive 
Mindaribba Local Aboriginal Land Council 
  
Email: ceo@mindaribbalalc.org  
Phone: 02 – 4015 7000 
1A Chelmsford Drive Metford NSW 2323 
55 Aberdare Rd Aberdare NSW 2325 
PO Box 401 East Maitland NSW 2323 
  
I pay my respects to all Wonnarua, Guringai and Awaba Elders past and present. For they are the traditional keepers, custodians and 

knowledge holders of all the lands, waters and skies on which the Mindaribba LALC operates.  

Lands of which I am very grateful to work, live and prosper today and everyday. ALWAYS WAS, ALWAYS WILL BE, 

ABORIGINAL LAND! 

  

  

  
 

 

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au>  

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:18 AM 

To: Tara Dever <Ceo@mindaribbalalc.org> 

Cc: Lily Hackett <lily.hackett@artefact.net.au>; Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

 

Dear Tara Dever CEO, 

 

Thank you for your involvement on the St Phillips Christian College Cessnock project. Please see 

attached Final Test Excavation Methodology. 

 

Would you be available to attend the test excavation program (15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025)? 

Could you please provide the name and contact details of who will be onsite and forward your insurance 

info and daily rates. 

 

Next week we will send the details regarding what time/site drop o2/access points etc. 

 

 

Any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Beatrix Ye 

 
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://ddec1-0-en-
ctp.trendmicro.com:443/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.artefact.net.au&umid=1969577f-9d19-497f-8fff-
c9c0d60e31d5&rct=1751591912&auth=8f1061eb9fb7bed333c78932fe7bf8be39956e45-
b6aba6f455f254a5e75f846e06abed1ea65e1116 
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Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  
and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     



16

Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Tara Dever <Ceo@mindaribbalalc.org>

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:55 AM

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Subject: Automatic reply: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas 

Lane, Nulkaba) [250185]

Its NAIDOC WEEK and whilst the team and I are busy preparing and engaging with Mob and the broader 

community across our 6 LGAs we cant be checking emails.  

 

Please leave messages on the o2ice phone if your matters are urgent 4015 7000 or come to an event and 

enjoy yourself.  

 I will reply to your emails as I can during the next 2 weeks.  

 

Have a wonderful NAIDOC !!   

 

Warmest Regards, Tara 

 

Tara Dever 

CEO Mindaribba LALC 

Sent remotely 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Carolyn .H <cazadirect@live.com>

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 12:16 PM

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Subject: Re: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) 

[250185]

Attachments: A1.PL.2026.pdf; A1.WC.2026.pdf

Hi Beatrix, 

 

Thank you for your email. I am pleased to inform you that Steven Hickey will be attending the test 

excavation program from the 15th to the 18th of July 2025. His daily rate is $1250 plus GST. 

 

Please let us know if you need any additional information. We look forward to receiving the site details 

next week. 

 

Insurances are attached  

 

Best regards, 

Carolyn Hickey 

 

Get Outlook for Android 

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Sent: Friday, July 4, 2025 11:13:57 am 

To: cazadirect@live.com <cazadirect@live.com> 

Cc: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au>; Lily Hackett <lily.hackett@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

 

Dear Carolyn Hickey, 

  

Thank you for your involvement on the St Phillips Christian College Cessnock project. Please see 

attached Final Test Excavation Methodology. 

  

Would you be available to attend the test excavation program (15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025)? 

Could you please provide the name and contact details of who will be onsite and forward your insurance 

info and daily rates. 

  

Next week we will send the details regarding what time/site drop off/access points etc. 

  

  

Any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 

  

Kind regards, 
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Beatrix Ye 

  
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: WIDESCOPE . <widescope.group@live.com>

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 12:28 PM

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Subject: Re: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) 

[250185]

Hi Beatrix, 

 

Thank you for sending over the Final Test Excavation Methodology. I wanted to let you know that I will be 

attending the test excavation program scheduled for 15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025. My daily rate 

for the excavation work is $1250. I will send you my insurance information shortly. 

 

Please let me know if you need any more details from my end. I am looking forward to the details 

regarding the drop-off/site access points next week. 

 

Feel free to reach out if you have any questions in the meantime. 

 

Kind regards, 

Steven Hickey 

 

Get Outlook for Android 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Sent: Friday, July 4, 2025 11:14:21 AM 

To: widescope.group@live.com <widescope.group@live.com> 

Cc: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au>; Lily Hackett <lily.hackett@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185]  

  

Dear Steven Hickey, 

  

Thank you for your involvement on the St Phillips Christian College Cessnock project. Please see 

attached Final Test Excavation Methodology. 

  

Would you be available to attend the test excavation program (15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025)? 

Could you please provide the name and contact details of who will be onsite and forward your insurance 

info and daily rates. 

  

Next week we will send the details regarding what time/site drop off/access points etc. 

  

  

Any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Beatrix Ye 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     



21

Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Carolyn .H <cazadirect@live.com>

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 12:31 PM

To: Beatrix  Ye

Subject: Fw: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) 

[250185]

Hi Beatrix, 

 

Thank you for your email. I wanted to let you know that I will be participating in the test excavation 

program from the 15th to the 18th of July 2025. I also noticed that Steven Hickey has been included in 

the test excavations. If you need any further information, please feel free to reach out. 

 

Best regards, 

Carolyn Hickey 

 

Get Outlook for Android 

From: Carolyn .H <cazadirect@live.com> 

Sent: Friday, July 4, 2025 12:16:12 PM 

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Re: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185]  

  

Hi Beatrix, 

 

Thank you for your email. I am pleased to inform you that Steven Hickey will be attending the test 

excavation program from the 15th to the 18th of July 2025. His daily rate is $1250 plus GST. 

 

Please let us know if you need any additional information. We look forward to receiving the site details 

next week. 

 

Insurances are attached  

 

Best regards, 

Carolyn Hickey 

 

Get Outlook for Android 

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Sent: Friday, July 4, 2025 11:13:57 am 

To: cazadirect@live.com <cazadirect@live.com> 

Cc: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au>; Lily Hackett <lily.hackett@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

 

Dear Carolyn Hickey, 
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Thank you for your involvement on the St Phillips Christian College Cessnock project. Please see 

attached Final Test Excavation Methodology. 

  

Would you be available to attend the test excavation program (15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025)? 

Could you please provide the name and contact details of who will be onsite and forward your insurance 

info and daily rates. 

  

Next week we will send the details regarding what time/site drop off/access points etc. 

  

  

Any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Beatrix Ye 

  
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     
 

 



23

Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 1:15 PM

To: Amanda De Zwart

Cc: Lily Hackett; Kristen Tola

Subject: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) 

[250185]

Attachments: TEM-250185-St Philips CC-FINAL-2025 07 01.pdf

Good afternoon Amanda, 

 

Thank you for giving me a call earlier. I’ve checked the list of Registered Aboriginal Parties for the project 

and you are not included – unless you were working for a di2erent organisation at the time?  The RAP list 

was created by McCardle Cultural Heritage Management in 2021 for works at St Philip’s Christian 

College Cessnock. There was a previous project in the area run by Umwelt for Stage 3 Modification of the 

Austar Coal Mine. 

 

I would be happy to include you in the RAP list for St Philip’s Christian College going forward. Let me 

know if you would like to be a RAP. 

 

The period for comments for the Test Excavation Methodology has closed but I have included a copy of 

the Test Excavation Methodology for your reference. 

 

Any further questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 

  

Kind regards, 

 

Beatrix Ye 

 
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Amanda De Zwart <amandahickey@live.com.au>

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 1:22 PM

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Cc: Lily Hackett; Kristen Tola

Subject: Re: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) 

[250185]

Good afternoon Beatrix, 

 

Thank you so much for getting in touch and checking the list of Registered Aboriginal Parties (RAP) for the 

project. Your email just reminded me that I have previously done all the work under a widescope. 

Unfortunately, Umwelt did not send AHCS a registration for the Stage 3 Modification of the Austar Coal 

Mine project. 

 

I am grateful that you are willing to include me in the RAP list for the ongoing project at St Philip’s 

Christian College. Yes, I would like to be included in the RAP list moving forward. 

 

Thank you once again for your thoughtful consideration. 

 

Kind regards, 

Amanda De Zwart 

 

Get Outlook for Android 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Sent: Friday, July 4, 2025 1:14:48 PM 

To: Amanda De Zwart <amandahickey@live.com.au> 

Cc: Lily Hackett <lily.hackett@artefact.net.au>; Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185]  

  

Good afternoon Amanda, 

  

Thank you for giving me a call earlier. I’ve checked the list of Registered Aboriginal Parties for the project 

and you are not included – unless you were working for a different organisation at the time?  The RAP list 

was created by McCardle Cultural Heritage Management in 2021 for works at St Philip’s Christian 

College Cessnock. There was a previous project in the area run by Umwelt for Stage 3 Modification of the 

Austar Coal Mine. 

  

I would be happy to include you in the RAP list for St Philip’s Christian College going forward. Let me 

know if you would like to be a RAP. 

  

The period for comments for the Test Excavation Methodology has closed but I have included a copy of 

the Test Excavation Methodology for your reference. 

  

Any further questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 
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Kind regards, 

  

Beatrix Ye 

  
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Barry Gunther <Barry.Gunther@environment.nsw.gov.au>

Sent: Monday, 7 July 2025 3:06 PM

To: Beatrix  Ye

Subject: RE: CM Record: RAP contact details request Tracey Skene

Hi Beatrix, 

 

The contact details on file for Tracey Skene are as follows. 

 
 

Culturally Aware  Tracey Skene tracey@marrung-pa.com.au 0474 106 537 7 Crawford Place MILFIELD NSW 2325

 

 

The email is tracey@marrung-pa.com.au where you have tracey@murrung-pa.com.au 

 

It is an “a” rather than the “u”  (marrung) 

 

 

regards 

 

Barry Gunther 

Aboriginal Senior Assessment O2icer  

Heritage NSW 

Department of Climate Change, 

Energy, the Environment and Water 

 

www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/heritage 

 

Locked bag 5020 

Parramatta NSW 2124 

 

Working days Monday to Friday, 9:00am - 5:00pm    

 

I acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land and pay respects to Elders past and present. I also 

acknowledge all the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander sta2 working with NSW Government at this 

time.  

 

Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
 

 

 

From: Beatrix Ye <Beatrix.Ye@artefact.net.au>  

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 1:52 PM 

 You don't often get email from barry.gunther@environment.nsw.gov.au. Learn why this is important   
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To: Heritage NSW <support@zendesk.environment.nsw.gov.au> 

Subject: CM Record: RAP contact details request Tracey Skene 

 

Good afternoon Heritage team, 

 

Artefact has been handed over consultation prior to test excavation at St Phillips Christian College 

Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba). We have attempted to contact the RAP Tracey Skene from 

Culturally Aware on the email "tracey@murrung-pa.com.au" but our email was returned to us as 

undeliverable due to the email address being invalid. 

 

Would you be able to provide any alternate contact details for Tracey Skene? 

 

Kind regards, 

 
Beatrix  Ye
 

Heritage Consultant 
 

M 
 

T 
 

W 
 

T 
 

F
 

✓ 
 

✓ 
 

✓ 
 

✓ 
 

✓
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Telephone: 02 7254 3661 
 

Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26-32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont  
 

NSW 
 

2009
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  
located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------- 

This email is intended for the addressee(s) named and may contain confidential and/or privileged 

information. 

If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender and then delete it immediately. 

Any views expressed in this email are those of the individual sender except where the sender expressly 

and with authority states them to be the views of the NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the 

Environment and Water. 

PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING THIS EMAIL 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Monday, 7 July 2025 3:11 PM

To: tracey@marrung-pa.com.au

Subject: FW: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) 

[250185]

Attachments: TEM-250185-St Philips CC-FINAL-2025 07 01.pdf

Good afternoon Tracey, 

 

We attempted to contact you on email last week regarding availabilities for excavation, however the 

email we received to contact you was incorrect. We have since contacted Heritage NSW who have 

provided us with this current email. Please see the below email if you are interested in participating in 

these excavations. 

 

Kind regards, 

 
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:15 AM 

To: tracey@murrung-pa.com.au 

Cc: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au>; Lily Hackett <lily.hackett@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

 

Dear Tracey Skene, 

 

Thank you for your involvement on the St Phillips Christian College Cessnock project. Please see 

attached Final Test Excavation Methodology. 
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Would you be available to attend the test excavation program (15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025)? 

Could you please provide the name and contact details of who will be onsite and forward your insurance 

info and daily rates. 

 

Next week we will send the details regarding what time/site drop o2/access points etc. 

 

Any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Beatrix Ye 

 
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  
the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Tracey Skene <tracey@marrung-pa.com.au>

Sent: Monday, 7 July 2025 3:19 PM

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Subject: Re: FW: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, 

Nulkaba) [250185]

Good Afternoon, 

 

What email did you try to contact me on ? 

 

Yes I will be available those dates . 

 

Tracey 

Culturally Aware 

 

 

Kind regards 

Tracey Skene 
7 Crawford Place,Millfield NSW 2325 

Mobile 0474106537 
 

To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 

 
 

 

 

 

On Mon, 7 Jul 2025 at 3:10 pm, Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> wrote: 

Good afternoon Tracey, 

  

We attempted to contact you on email last week regarding availabilities for excavation, however the 

email we received to contact you was incorrect. We have since contacted Heritage NSW who have 

provided us with this current email. Please see the below email if you are interested in participating in 

these excavations. 

  

Kind regards, 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address:  Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd ,  Pyrmont 

 
 

 NSW 

 

2009. 
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  
the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:15 AM 

To: tracey@murrung-pa.com.au 

Cc: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au>; Lily Hackett <lily.hackett@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

  

Dear Tracey Skene, 

  

Thank you for your involvement on the St Phillips Christian College Cessnock project. Please see 

attached Final Test Excavation Methodology. 

  

Would you be available to attend the test excavation program (15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025)? 

Could you please provide the name and contact details of who will be onsite and forward your 

insurance info and daily rates. 

  

Next week we will send the details regarding what time/site drop off/access points etc. 
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Any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Beatrix Ye 

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address:  Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd ,  Pyrmont 

 
 

 NSW 

 

2009. 
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Monday, 7 July 2025 3:29 PM

To: Tracey Skene

Subject: RE: FW: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, 

Nulkaba) [250185]

Hi Tracey, 

 

We have noted your availability for the test excavations. The email we were provided had a spelling error 

and recorded your email tracey@marrung-pa.com.au>  as tracey@murrung-pa.com.au with a “u”. 

Heritage NSW has since provided us with your correct contact details. 

 

Kind regards, 

Beatrix Ye 

 
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     

From: Tracey Skene <tracey@marrung-pa.com.au>  

Sent: Monday, 7 July 2025 3:19 PM 

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Re: FW: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

 

Good Afternoon, 

 

What email did you try to contact me on ? 

 

Yes I will be available those dates . 

 

Tracey 
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Culturally Aware 

 

 

Kind regards 

Tracey Skene 
7 Crawford Place,Millfield NSW 2325 

Mobile 0474106537 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

On Mon, 7 Jul 2025 at 3:10 pm, Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> wrote: 

Good afternoon Tracey, 

  

We attempted to contact you on email last week regarding availabilities for excavation, however the 

email we received to contact you was incorrect. We have since contacted Heritage NSW who have 

provided us with this current email. Please see the below email if you are interested in participating in 

these excavations. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address:  Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd ,  Pyrmont 

 
 

 NSW 

 

2009. 
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 
Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
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Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:15 AM 

To: tracey@murrung-pa.com.au 

Cc: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au>; Lily Hackett <lily.hackett@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

  

Dear Tracey Skene, 

  

Thank you for your involvement on the St Phillips Christian College Cessnock project. Please see 

attached Final Test Excavation Methodology. 

  

Would you be available to attend the test excavation program (15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025)? 

Could you please provide the name and contact details of who will be onsite and forward your 

insurance info and daily rates. 

  

Next week we will send the details regarding what time/site drop off/access points etc. 

  

Any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Beatrix Ye 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address:  Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd ,  Pyrmont 

 
 

 NSW 

 

2009. 
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  
located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Monday, 14 July 2025 9:18 AM

To: ceo@mindaribbalalc.org; admin@mindaribbalalc.org

Cc: Kristen Tola

Subject: FW: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and 

scheduling

Attachments: Access map.png

Importance: High

Hi Tara, 

 

Understandably you were very busy with NAIDOC week last week. I just wanted to flag the below email to confirm 

a site o2icer is available for Tuesday 15th July – Friday 18th July. 
for the test excavations?  

 

Any questions please let me know.  

 

Kind regards,  

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Wednesday, 9 July 2025 3:01 PM 

To: Tara Dever <ceo@mindaribbalalc.org> 

Subject: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 

 

Dear Tara Dever CEO, 

 

Thank you for confirming the availability of Mindaribba LALC for the St Philips Christian College 

Cessnock Test Excavation. Artefact would like to book you in for Tuesday 15 July – Friday 18 July. 
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Address: 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 2325 (St Philip's Christian College Cessnock)  

Times: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm  

PPE: High viz, long pants, steel cap boots, and warming clothes  

 

PM: Kristen Tola 

- 0416 883 465  

- Kristen.tola@artefact.net.au  

Co-supervisor: Lily Hackett 

- 0409699252  

- Lily.hackett@artefact.net.au 

 

On the first day you can park in the main car park at 8 am. Every person is required to sign in at reception 

where we will all meet and are required to complete a 15-minute site induction. We will then drive to the 

test excavation area south (see attached map). The main school is closed during this time however there 

is a small group of kids and sta2 on site for a holiday program so please take care when driving around 

the school. 

 

Please forward your insurances and rates if you haven’t already done so. Any questions or want to 

discuss any details please contact myself of Kristen. 

 

We look forward to excavating next week! 

 

Kind regards, 

Beatrix Ye 

 

 
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  
the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Wednesday, 9 July 2025 3:01 PM

To: Carolyn .H

Subject: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and 

scheduling

Attachments: Access map.png

Dear Carolyn Hickey, 

 

Thank you for confirming your availability for the St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation. 

Artefact would like to book you in for Tuesday 15 July – Friday 18 July. 

 

Address: 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 2325 (St Philip's Christian College Cessnock)  

Times: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm  

PPE: High viz, long pants, steel cap boots, and warming clothes  

 

PM: Kristen Tola 

- 0416 883 465  

- Kristen.tola@artefact.net.au  

Co-supervisor: Lily Hackett 

- 0409699252  

- Lily.hackett@artefact.net.au 

 

On the first day you can park in the main car park at 8 am. Every person is required to sign in at reception 

where we will all meet and are required to complete a 15-minute site induction. We will then drive to the 

test excavation area south (see attached map). The main school is closed during this time however there 

is a small group of kids and sta: on site for a holiday program so please take care when driving around 

the school. 

 

Please forward your insurances and rates if you haven’t already done so. Any questions or want to 

discuss any details please contact myself of Kristen. 

 

We look forward to excavating next week! 

 

Kind regards, 

Beatrix Ye 

 

 
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  
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the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Wednesday, 9 July 2025 3:01 PM

To: WIDESCOPE .

Subject: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and 

scheduling

Attachments: Access map.png

Dear Steven Hickey, 

 

Thank you for confirming your availability for the St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation. 

Artefact would like to book you in for Tuesday 15 July – Friday 18 July. 

 

Address: 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 2325 (St Philip's Christian College Cessnock)  

Times: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm  

PPE: High viz, long pants, steel cap boots, and warming clothes  

 

PM: Kristen Tola 

- 0416 883 465  

- Kristen.tola@artefact.net.au  

Co-supervisor: Lily Hackett 

- 0409699252  

- Lily.hackett@artefact.net.au 

 

On the first day you can park in the main car park at 8 am. Every person is required to sign in at reception 

where we will all meet and are required to complete a 15-minute site induction. We will then drive to the 

test excavation area south (see attached map). The main school is closed during this time however there 

is a small group of kids and sta: on site for a holiday program so please take care when driving around 

the school. 

 

Please forward your insurances and rates if you haven’t already done so. Any questions or want to 

discuss any details please contact myself of Kristen. 

 

We look forward to excavating next week! 

 

Kind regards, 

Beatrix Ye 

 

 
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  
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the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Wednesday, 9 July 2025 3:01 PM

To: tracey@murrung-pa.com.au

Subject: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and 

scheduling

Attachments: Access map.png

Dear Tracey Skene, 

 

Thank you for confirming your availability for the St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation. 

Artefact would like to book you in for Thursday 17 July – Friday 18 July. 

 

Address: 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 2325 (St Philip's Christian College Cessnock)  

Times: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm  

PPE: High viz, long pants, steel cap boots, and warming clothes  

 

PM: Kristen Tola 

- 0416 883 465  

- Kristen.tola@artefact.net.au  

Co-supervisor: Lily Hackett 

- 0409699252  

- Lily.hackett@artefact.net.au 

 

On the first day you can park in the main car park at 8 am. Every person is required to sign in at reception 

where we will all meet and are required to complete a 15-minute site induction. We will then drive to the 

test excavation area south (see attached map). The main school is closed during this time however there 

is a small group of kids and sta: on site for a holiday program so please take care when driving around 

the school. 

 

Please forward your insurances and rates if you haven’t already done so. Any questions or want to 

discuss any details please contact myself of Kristen. 

 

We look forward to excavating next week! 

 

Kind regards, 

Beatrix Ye 

 

 
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  
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the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Wednesday, 9 July 2025 3:01 PM

To: Amanda De Zwart

Subject: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and 

scheduling

Attachments: Access map.png

Dear Amanda Hickey, 

 

Thank you for confirming your availability for the St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation. 

Artefact would like to book you in for Tuesday 15 July – Wednesday 16 July. 

 

Address: 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 2325 (St Philip's Christian College Cessnock)  

Times: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm  

PPE: High viz, long pants, steel cap boots, and warming clothes  

 

PM: Kristen Tola 

- 0416 883 465  

- Kristen.tola@artefact.net.au  

Co-supervisor: Lily Hackett 

- 0409699252  

- Lily.hackett@artefact.net.au 

 

On the first day you can park in the main car park at 8 am. Every person is required to sign in at reception 

where we will all meet and are required to complete a 15-minute site induction. We will then drive to the 

test excavation area south (see attached map). The main school is closed during this time however there 

is a small group of kids and sta: on site for a holiday program so please take care when driving around 

the school. 

 

Please forward your insurances and rates if you haven’t already done so. Any questions or want to 

discuss any details please contact myself of Kristen. 

 

We look forward to excavating next week! 

 

Kind regards, 

Beatrix Ye 

 

 
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  
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the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Wednesday, 9 July 2025 3:01 PM

To: Tara Dever

Subject: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and 

scheduling

Attachments: Access map.png

Dear Tara Dever CEO, 

 

Thank you for confirming the availability of Mindaribba LALC for the St Philips Christian College 

Cessnock Test Excavation. Artefact would like to book you in for Tuesday 15 July – Friday 18 July. 

 

Address: 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 2325 (St Philip's Christian College Cessnock)  

Times: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm  

PPE: High viz, long pants, steel cap boots, and warming clothes  

 

PM: Kristen Tola 

- 0416 883 465  

- Kristen.tola@artefact.net.au  

Co-supervisor: Lily Hackett 

- 0409699252  

- Lily.hackett@artefact.net.au 

 

On the first day you can park in the main car park at 8 am. Every person is required to sign in at reception 

where we will all meet and are required to complete a 15-minute site induction. We will then drive to the 

test excavation area south (see attached map). The main school is closed during this time however there 

is a small group of kids and sta: on site for a holiday program so please take care when driving around 

the school. 

 

Please forward your insurances and rates if you haven’t already done so. Any questions or want to 

discuss any details please contact myself of Kristen. 

 

We look forward to excavating next week! 

 

Kind regards, 

Beatrix Ye 

 

 
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  
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the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Microsoft Outlook 

<MicrosoftExchange329e71ec88ae4615bbc36ab6ce41109e@artefact.net.au>

To: tracey@murrung-pa.com.au

Sent: Wednesday, 9 July 2025 3:01 PM

Subject: Undeliverable: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - 

Engagement and scheduling

Delivery has failed to these recipients or groups: 

tracey@murrung-pa.com.au (tracey@murrung-pa.com.au) 

Your message couldn't be delivered. The Domain Name System (DNS) reported that the recipient's 
domain does not exist. 

Contact the recipient by some other means (by phone, for example) and ask them to tell their email 
admin that it appears that their domain isn't properly registered at their domain registrar. Give them 
the error details shown below. It's likely that the recipient's email admin is the only one who can fix 
this problem. 

For more information and tips to fix this issue see this article: 
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=389361. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Diagnostic information for administrators: 

Generating server: ME2PR01MB6003.ausprd01.prod.outlook.com 

tracey@murrung-pa.com.au 

Remote server returned '550 5.4.310 DNS domain murrung-pa.com.au does not exist [Message=InfoDomainNonexistent] 

[LastAttemptedServerName=murrung-pa.com.au] [SY1PEPF00005A9D.ausprd01.prod.outlook.com 2025-07-
09T05:01:00.308Z 08DDBE7FA1652199]' 

Original message headers: 

ARC-Seal: i=1; a=rsa-sha256; s=arcselector10001; d=microsoft.com; cv=none; 
 
b=g42f/U7gxiyLtV0fyB6zkvchlo5VjGuzXf4oPEmpN7vGwdViFHBcsl7OoarlsobVAulhHh7aW2Me9yHYL31eK/A
sPYe4eNMy9gnWxHr8e7NHpq9xhnI1nG4nHCEcSDIr4cjkTuK1EF6BasHLuHAgQcrll2z/y1XDsf0WUEpnfmX6wOHe
i/Jth70JtBfnsUPuA3oW6bGEuLKNcWL8sxpoYLiAXHOuUhMwTcWGPpHiOO/lVUOOXPYm7saAXmzwVKcEo2aEup3u+
xtL8S+QbNJEV5ejDP1UcgtPzo1257YZLdnVYHlpqFpNzejbXBfC8Q+v1rIYk3OuMKpAXoptZuOuzQ== 
ARC-Message-Signature: i=1; a=rsa-sha256; c=relaxed/relaxed; d=microsoft.com; 
 s=arcselector10001; 
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 h=From:Date:Subject:Message-ID:Content-Type:MIME-Version:X-MS-Exchange-AntiSpam-
MessageData-ChunkCount:X-MS-Exchange-AntiSpam-MessageData-0:X-MS-Exchange-AntiSpam-
MessageData-1; 
 bh=LrPvzeax+81wTrsDwwplg0WVdf6SOUNa9vjFTLTfwuE=; 
 
b=Nq0yp7VlNSM0UL6ok1bmzyuAj/leKsho21Q97nQRJguQAnIG9MRQC4m3v+QryWCUUXPDgj56urwKGV293RLwtID
F7f7uefAlldxIZP+1BhHvQ5ojyXTRaKpWKZD99KbBSRZr9s/37r/gGNaDHDHfmLckzvcpCHPVJOBE5APypvkHfFoC
NUkpbTbTlYvSFMtiChhG5NnXDqF8/S1ZYoPMTI8o9tp2d2AZj1/U9fITfrnBgMR02xahtDmLUjdBBLNtnDeCX6gCl
yMc5hvH8sCXvifd6m6h6eHgvzbmr4ZwMHjgDwMLGfxfIW1tKcT61rmani+LVro5UDgiIcFG+3qAYQ== 
ARC-Authentication-Results: i=1; mx.microsoft.com 1; spf=pass 
 smtp.mailfrom=artefact.net.au; dmarc=pass action=none 
 header.from=artefact.net.au; dkim=pass header.d=artefact.net.au; arc=none 
DKIM-Signature: v=1; a=rsa-sha256; c=relaxed/relaxed; 
 d=ArtefactHeritageServices.onmicrosoft.com; 
 s=selector2-ArtefactHeritageServices-onmicrosoft-com; 
 h=From:Date:Subject:Message-ID:Content-Type:MIME-Version:X-MS-Exchange-SenderADCheck; 
 bh=LrPvzeax+81wTrsDwwplg0WVdf6SOUNa9vjFTLTfwuE=; 
 
b=bHsBrB6UHSBDhpFUct7aDgT+K3T+dScLj58xgTee5ALP09mZX7E1JRJrL2wDTdT1Op5f3Gnd9sQg64iVJOkeIx+
QqlnGCaJdiRf337W9lA8ymAhmbp7EbTrvfhyDLsYbUKQHa+HVtBvM5xf/QdOsIKWnPyCYihyuzXxesLnP83Y= 
Received: from SY4PR01MB5738.ausprd01.prod.outlook.com (2603:10c6:10:fa::13) 
 by ME2PR01MB6003.ausprd01.prod.outlook.com (2603:10c6:220:ef::14) with 
 Microsoft SMTP Server (version=TLS1_2, 
 cipher=TLS_ECDHE_RSA_WITH_AES_256_GCM_SHA384) id 15.20.8901.28; Wed, 9 Jul 
 2025 05:00:57 +0000 
Received: from SY4PR01MB5738.ausprd01.prod.outlook.com 
 ([fe80::ccdd:85d8:cec7:2458]) by SY4PR01MB5738.ausprd01.prod.outlook.com 
 ([fe80::ccdd:85d8:cec7:2458%3]) with mapi id 15.20.8901.024; Wed, 9 Jul 2025 
 05:00:57 +0000 
From: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 
To: "tracey@murrung-pa.com.au" <tracey@murrung-pa.com.au> 
Subject: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - 
 Engagement and scheduling 
Thread-Topic: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - 
 Engagement and scheduling 
Thread-Index: AdvwjU9pBo7N2SroSfSFijdILwr41A== 
Date: Wed, 9 Jul 2025 05:00:56 +0000 
Message-ID: 
<SY4PR01MB57381B1DF6461A88B88E7E598249A@SY4PR01MB5738.ausprd01.prod.outlook.com> 
Accept-Language: en-AU, en-US 
Content-Language: en-US 
X-MS-Has-Attach: yes 
X-MS-TNEF-Correlator: 
authentication-results: dkim=none (message not signed) 
 header.d=none;dmarc=none action=none header.from=artefact.net.au; 
x-ms-publictraffictype: Email 
x-ms-traffictypediagnostic: SY4PR01MB5738:EE_|ME2PR01MB6003:EE_ 
x-ms-office365-filtering-correlation-id: 98c1a187-667a-41c5-e0d7-08ddbea5971d 
x-ms-exchange-senderadcheck: 1 
x-ms-exchange-antispam-relay: 0 
x-microsoft-antispam: 
BCL:0;ARA:13230040|1800799024|366016|376014|38070700018|13003099007|4053099003|8096899003
; 
x-microsoft-antispam-message-info: =?utf-
8?B?anYwVkJUdkhzQW5Kbk81K0Y1a3BlNExhdzM5eXMybTJHVkcxSnlMZ2kvVkh4?= 
 =?utf-8?B?cDhMU0ttS2FzVG4zNUIxRU00RE5DcU44YXR5NzJBTFVnMDBISE8zbGF0RGYy?= 
 =?utf-8?B?T2ZLZWl2MCs1QS9mRDdGNng3NExJNnJHMmhLdnNibmZwVC9DU1hJbjViNVg0?= 
 =?utf-8?B?WHZBcXN6cFA1bEpZbjg0M2UxZjFGNDQ3Y0FLSHI5cnNIR0R0eDdjL3E0ckVV?= 
 =?utf-8?B?VGZlOWllaU5GUGNsVG5wZnVqUXVXN3poc0FieEg2SG1sdUlEa0RUVWpNVjJk?= 
 =?utf-8?B?Mkowc2RDb0FPdVpOUlpweFp5dTEvancrV1E1Nm1IVG9leFlFY0owc1hmeG91?= 
 =?utf-8?B?cW81QnRDc2tCRE5PdUcvUzJwQ2ZPd0lJcDc2ZzZPcTNIVW1oK1JSMFBzRldJ?= 
 =?utf-8?B?a1lESnpXRStQUE9NZ3c2MkcwN0dtckpWR0F6R0FndUlDbDVsdzNnZUpHNkJx?= 
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 =?utf-8?B?dGVEN2VwYzR0NVU3QlFlM1dlVUFSZ2h3cndHWTRRRnVoMmJ1WEhNUDJISzgz?= 
 =?utf-8?B?cVFyMHFtbHdGd0U5MjhBZUdHRUlqb082dDYxQk5IZTVFM1BmMHhla1psc21P?= 
 =?utf-8?B?eDgyUjVwdDF2RmxFTFRmK1NlVXFjT2dlb0dGS3pkSWVWTnhZayt6YjRBZzNN?= 
 =?utf-8?B?MUFwYzlpUTdTUUUzV09Wc1pHSndpYklFU1pCNW1qSldYZEdabUVVYU5Senhw?= 
 =?utf-8?B?dFVodFY1cFBNRDEzek5DZGdVdWpCdmJpd3p3b25QSWFYT3ozNGEzZTBMa0JL?= 
 =?utf-8?B?djZtT0VublVybktHRjY1UGpxL28yR0w4WmEzejBJYU8wdHBNSFhHN0tiR1p1?= 
 =?utf-8?B?anJKSkIrU3R2WGlRU2lqWkhBUzFtMjhWQS9lK2h2YXMyZEpRQnY5ZDZSSTJj?= 
 =?utf-8?B?NDlWTXdoWTVBVlV5NXRML2piOXJ1cjJGZ2JuTW02TFdQS2ZoT0o3dVhWdWIz?= 
 =?utf-8?B?VkRzYmdPSGRPMDdGdGp4ZnBqSFRpN0ZRTVRwZjB1YXcrbVpQSFRsMGZiZThW?= 
 =?utf-8?B?Z2ZtRlJBVkNXYjlJRllIZU1VVlNMNWM1cXZoZS94OFB1cVV0RnhyVVpyaWpu?= 
 =?utf-8?B?ZklMcUN3ZVdWTXVpZnZNSmdvY053dkEvL0Jjci8zWm4wbFBVMDMrSGd3bGkx?= 
 =?utf-8?B?cjQvN1d0VlpleG83M3BvWFc5a1BPaDJqd052WTMyT1dLc2VtcW5IaU9FZ2Zq?= 
 =?utf-8?B?Q08rRmtPRE1jdTMxdnpJM0FDdlhoQVFBYXQrRk5kc2p6NlI0Zm9TWWhpR201?= 
 =?utf-8?B?cmM4cFdPVDVPSFlCQnM3NXJNZURQb3BiaWlaWmJnUWFnSnVlaHAwemVOZUly?= 
 =?utf-8?B?SUs0WEFWYXJGejQyTFBjaGUxd3V1R3RhYWJkcWVScjhHTnJKbXdMNlYvaFhR?= 
 =?utf-8?B?QkpNaklzRFpRSzZSMGdBQU1qOGt2dlpiSXhjd0dSSm5QZGhDQmVRc01iaTJL?= 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Carolyn .H <cazadirect@live.com>

Sent: Wednesday, 9 July 2025 3:05 PM

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Subject: Re: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and 

scheduling

Dear Beatrix, 

 

Thank you for your detailed message. I'm looking forward to joining the St Philips Christian College 

Cessnock Test Excavation from Tuesday 15 July to Friday 18 July. I'll be sure to arrive at the main car park 

by 8 am for the site induction. 

 

I'll have my high-visibility vest, long pants, steel cap boots, and warm clothes ready. Also, I'll make sure 

to be cautious while driving around the school premises. 

 

I have already forwarded my insurance details and rates, but please let me know if you need any 

additional information. 

 

Excited to start the excavation and see you all soon! 

 

Kind regards, 

Carolyn Hickey 

 

Get Outlook for Android 

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Sent: Wednesday, July 9, 2025 3:01:14 pm 

To: Carolyn .H <cazadirect@live.com> 

Subject: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 

 

Dear Carolyn Hickey, 

  

Thank you for confirming your availability for the St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation. 

Artefact would like to book you in for Tuesday 15 July – Friday 18 July. 

  

Address: 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 2325 (St Philip's Christian College Cessnock)  

Times: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm  

PPE: High viz, long pants, steel cap boots, and warming clothes  

  

PM: Kristen Tola 

 0416 883 465  

 Kristen.tola@artefact.net.au  

Co-supervisor: Lily Hackett 

 0409699252  
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 Lily.hackett@artefact.net.au 

  

On the first day you can park in the main car park at 8 am. Every person is required to sign in at reception 

where we will all meet and are required to complete a 15-minute site induction. We will then drive to the 

test excavation area south (see attached map). The main school is closed during this time however there 

is a small group of kids and staff on site for a holiday program so please take care when driving around 

the school. 

  

Please forward your insurances and rates if you haven’t already done so. Any questions or want to 

discuss any details please contact myself of Kristen. 

  

We look forward to excavating next week! 

  

Kind regards, 

Beatrix Ye 

  

  
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Wednesday, 9 July 2025 4:01 PM

To: tracey@marrung-pa.com.au

Subject: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and 

scheduling

Attachments: Access map.png

Dear Tracey Skene, 

 

Thank you for confirming your availability for the St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation. 

Artefact would like to book you in for Thursday 17 July – Friday 18 July. 

 

Address: 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 2325 (St Philip's Christian College Cessnock)  

Times: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm  

PPE: High viz, long pants, steel cap boots, and warming clothes  

 

PM: Kristen Tola 

- 0416 883 465  

- Kristen.tola@artefact.net.au  

Co-supervisor: Lily Hackett 

- 0409699252  

- Lily.hackett@artefact.net.au 

 

On the first day you can park in the main car park at 8 am. Every person is required to sign in at reception 

where we will all meet and are required to complete a 15-minute site induction. We will then drive to the 

test excavation area south (see attached map). The main school is closed during this time however there 

is a small group of kids and sta: on site for a holiday program so please take care when driving around 

the school. 

 

Please forward your insurances and rates if you haven’t already done so. Any questions or want to 

discuss any details please contact myself of Kristen. 

 

We look forward to excavating next week! 

 

Kind regards, 

Beatrix Ye 

 

 
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  
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the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Tracey Skene <tracey@marrung-pa.com.au>

Sent: Thursday, 10 July 2025 10:10 AM

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Subject: Culturally aware

Attachments: 116782601-----CERTIFICATE-OF-CURRENCY---281885073 (2).pdf

 

 

Tracey Skene 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Tracey Skene <tracey@marrung-pa.com.au>

Sent: Thursday, 10 July 2025 10:11 AM

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Subject: Culturally aware

Attachments: AAMI Business Insurance Renewal Invitation inc Tax Invoice SPD011152575.pdf

 

 

Tracey Skene 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Tracey Skene <tracey@marrung-pa.com.au>

Sent: Thursday, 10 July 2025 10:11 AM

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Subject: Re: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and 

scheduling

Good morning please see rate  

$900 per Day 

$450 Half Day 

 

I have forwarded insurances through  

 

 

Kind regards 

Tracey Skene 
7 Crawford Place,Millfield NSW 2325 

Mobile 0474106537 
 

To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 

 
 

 

 

 

On Wed, 9 Jul 2025 at 4:01 pm, Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> wrote: 

Dear Tracey Skene, 

  

Thank you for confirming your availability for the St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation. 

Artefact would like to book you in for Thursday 17 July – Friday 18 July. 

  

Address: 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 2325 (St Philip's Christian College Cessnock)  

Times: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm  

PPE: High viz, long pants, steel cap boots, and warming clothes  
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PM: Kristen Tola 

 0416 883 465  

 Kristen.tola@artefact.net.au  

Co-supervisor: Lily Hackett 

 0409699252  

 Lily.hackett@artefact.net.au 

  

On the first day you can park in the main car park at 8 am. Every person is required to sign in at 

reception where we will all meet and are required to complete a 15-minute site induction. We will then 

drive to the test excavation area south (see attached map). The main school is closed during this time 

however there is a small group of kids and staff on site for a holiday program so please take care when 

driving around the school. 

  

Please forward your insurances and rates if you haven’t already done so. Any questions or want to 

discuss any details please contact myself of Kristen. 

  

We look forward to excavating next week! 

  

Kind regards, 

Beatrix Ye 

  

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address:  Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd ,  Pyrmont 

 
 

 NSW 

 

2009. 
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  
located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
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Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     



24

Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Tara Dever <Ceo@mindaribbalalc.org>

Sent: Monday, 14 July 2025 9:28 AM

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team; Admin; Operations

Cc: Kristen Tola

Subject: Re: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and 

scheduling

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Hi, 

 

I had earlier confirmed that Jason Brown would be attending site from  the 15th for this job.  

 

I will have admin send through insurances shortly. 

 

Warm regards, Tara  

 

Tara Dever 

CEO MLALC 

Sent remotely  

 

 

 

Get Outlook for Android 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Sent: Monday, July 14, 2025 9:17:55 AM 

To: Tara Dever <Ceo@mindaribbalalc.org>; Admin <Admin@mindaribbalalc.org> 

Cc: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: FW: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling  

  
Hi Tara, 
  
Understandably you were very busy with NAIDOC week last week. I just wanted to flag the below email to confirm 

a site officer is available for Tuesday 15th July – Friday 18th July. 
for the test excavations?  

 

Any questions please let me know.  

 

Kind regards,  
  
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://ddec1-0-en-
ctp.trendmicro.com:443/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.artefact.net.au&umid=414fb9d2-c5fd-4af3-bbf1-
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da75328edf75&rct=1752448680&auth=8f1061eb9fb7bed333c78932fe7bf8be39956e45-
c79ac807ea4d1590f86e95a775f93ef62c3857ff 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  
and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Wednesday, 9 July 2025 3:01 PM 

To: Tara Dever <ceo@mindaribbalalc.org> 

Subject: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 

  

Dear Tara Dever CEO, 

  

Thank you for confirming the availability of Mindaribba LALC for the St Philips Christian College 

Cessnock Test Excavation. Artefact would like to book you in for Tuesday 15 July – Friday 18 July. 

  

Address: 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 2325 (St Philip's Christian College Cessnock)  

Times: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm  

PPE: High viz, long pants, steel cap boots, and warming clothes  

  

PM: Kristen Tola 

 0416 883 465  

 Kristen.tola@artefact.net.au  

Co-supervisor: Lily Hackett 

 0409699252  

 Lily.hackett@artefact.net.au 

  

On the first day you can park in the main car park at 8 am. Every person is required to sign in at reception 

where we will all meet and are required to complete a 15-minute site induction. We will then drive to the 

test excavation area south (see attached map). The main school is closed during this time however there 

is a small group of kids and staff on site for a holiday program so please take care when driving around 

the school. 

  

Please forward your insurances and rates if you haven’t already done so. Any questions or want to 

discuss any details please contact myself of Kristen. 

  

We look forward to excavating next week! 

  

Kind regards, 
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Beatrix Ye 

  

  
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Monday, 14 July 2025 9:30 AM

To: Tara Dever; Admin; Operations

Cc: Kristen Tola

Subject: RE: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and 

scheduling

Hi Tara,  

 

Thank you for confirming. We look forward to working with James in the week!  

 

Kind regards,  

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     

From: Tara Dever <Ceo@mindaribbalalc.org>  

Sent: Monday, 14 July 2025 9:28 AM 

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au>; Admin <Admin@mindaribbalalc.org>; Operations 

<Operations@mindaribbalalc.org> 

Cc: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Re: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 

 

Hi, 

 

I had earlier confirmed that Jason Brown would be attending site from  the 15th for this job.  

 

I will have admin send through insurances shortly. 

 

Warm regards, Tara  

 

Tara Dever 
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CEO MLALC 

Sent remotely  

 

 

 

Get Outlook for Android 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Sent: Monday, July 14, 2025 9:17:55 AM 

To: Tara Dever <Ceo@mindaribbalalc.org>; Admin <Admin@mindaribbalalc.org> 

Cc: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: FW: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling  

  
Hi Tara, 
  
Understandably you were very busy with NAIDOC week last week. I just wanted to flag the below email to confirm 

a site officer is available for Tuesday 15th July – Friday 18th July. 
for the test excavations?  

 

Any questions please let me know.  

 

Kind regards,  
  
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://ddec1-0-en-
ctp.trendmicro.com:443/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.artefact.net.au&umid=414fb9d2-c5fd-4af3-bbf1-
da75328edf75&rct=1752448680&auth=8f1061eb9fb7bed333c78932fe7bf8be39956e45-
c79ac807ea4d1590f86e95a775f93ef62c3857ff 

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Wednesday, 9 July 2025 3:01 PM 

To: Tara Dever <ceo@mindaribbalalc.org> 

Subject: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 

  

Dear Tara Dever CEO, 
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Thank you for confirming the availability of Mindaribba LALC for the St Philips Christian College 

Cessnock Test Excavation. Artefact would like to book you in for Tuesday 15 July – Friday 18 July. 

  

Address: 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 2325 (St Philip's Christian College Cessnock)  

Times: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm  

PPE: High viz, long pants, steel cap boots, and warming clothes  

  

PM: Kristen Tola 

 0416 883 465  

 Kristen.tola@artefact.net.au  

Co-supervisor: Lily Hackett 

 0409699252  

 Lily.hackett@artefact.net.au 

  

On the first day you can park in the main car park at 8 am. Every person is required to sign in at reception 

where we will all meet and are required to complete a 15-minute site induction. We will then drive to the 

test excavation area south (see attached map). The main school is closed during this time however there 

is a small group of kids and staff on site for a holiday program so please take care when driving around 

the school. 

  

Please forward your insurances and rates if you haven’t already done so. Any questions or want to 

discuss any details please contact myself of Kristen. 

  

We look forward to excavating next week! 

  

Kind regards, 

Beatrix Ye 

  

  
Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 
Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Operations <Operations@mindaribbalalc.org>

Sent: Monday, 14 July 2025 9:30 AM

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Subject: Automatic reply: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - 

Engagement and scheduling

It's NAIDOC week, we are out and about in community this week busy celebrating. We will respond to your enquiry at 

the earliest possible opportunity.   

 

We appreciate your patience your patience during this important week of celebration, recognition & reflection. Have a 

great week! 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Tracey Skene <tracey@marrung-pa.com.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 16 July 2025 8:10 PM

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Subject: Re: FW: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, 

Nulkaba) [250185]

Good evening Clarissa Swan will be out tomorrow and Friday for my company Culturally Aware  

Tracey Skene 

 

 

Kind regards 

Tracey Skene 
7 Crawford Place,Millfield NSW 2325 

Mobile 0474106537 
 

To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 

 
 

 

 

 

On Mon, 7 Jul 2025 at 3:29 pm, Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> wrote: 

Hi Tracey, 

  

We have noted your availability for the test excavations. The email we were provided had a spelling error 

and recorded your email tracey@marrung-pa.com.au>  as tracey@murrung-pa.com.au with a “u”. 

Heritage NSW has since provided us with your correct contact details. 

  

Kind regards, 

Beatrix Ye 

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
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Address:  Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd ,  Pyrmont 

 
 

 NSW 

 

2009. 
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  
the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     

From: Tracey Skene <tracey@marrung-pa.com.au>  

Sent: Monday, 7 July 2025 3:19 PM 

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Re: FW: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

  

Good Afternoon, 

  

What email did you try to contact me on ? 

  

Yes I will be available those dates . 

  

Tracey 

Culturally Aware 

 

 

Kind regards 

Tracey Skene 
7 Crawford Place,Millfield NSW 2325 
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Mobile 0474106537 
 

To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 

  

  

  

  

  

On Mon, 7 Jul 2025 at 3:10 pm, Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> wrote: 

Good afternoon Tracey, 

  

We attempted to contact you on email last week regarding availabilities for excavation, however the 

email we received to contact you was incorrect. We have since contacted Heritage NSW who have 

provided us with this current email. Please see the below email if you are interested in participating in 

these excavations. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address:  Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd ,  Pyrmont 

 
 

 NSW 

 

2009. 
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
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Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:15 AM 

To: tracey@murrung-pa.com.au 

Cc: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au>; Lily Hackett <lily.hackett@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

  

Dear Tracey Skene, 

  

Thank you for your involvement on the St Phillips Christian College Cessnock project. Please see 

attached Final Test Excavation Methodology. 

  

Would you be available to attend the test excavation program (15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025)? 

Could you please provide the name and contact details of who will be onsite and forward your 

insurance info and daily rates. 

  

Next week we will send the details regarding what time/site drop off/access points etc. 

  

Any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Beatrix Ye 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address:  Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd ,  Pyrmont 

 
 

 NSW 

 

2009. 
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  
the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     



Draft Addendum ACHAR OUT and IN 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Friday, 5 December 2025 2:35 PM

To: Carolyn .H

Subject: RE: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) 

[250185]

Attachments: ATER-250185 - St Phillips Christian School, Cessnock Final 15.10.2025.pdf; 250185

_Addendum ACHAR_ DRAFT_251205.pdf

Dear Carolyn, 

 

Following the results of test excavations undertaken at St Philips Christian College in July 2025, Artefact 

have prepared an addendum ACHAR to McCardle’s 2024 ACHAR.  

 

Please find a draft copy of the addendum ACHAR and the final ATER attached to the email. 

 

If you wish to provide any comment on the draft addendum ACHAR, please do so by close of business 5 

January 2026. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Neve Penklis 

 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Thursday, 18 September 2025 2:21 PM 

To: Carolyn .H <cazadirect@live.com> 

Subject: RE: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 
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Hi Carolyn 

 

Apologies again that this slipped through during the handover of the project as KT has left Artefact. Our accounts team will 

process your invoice in next week's payment run. 

 

Thank you for your help during test excavations and involvement in the project. A total of 72 artefacts of varying material types 

were recovered as part of test excavations. As a result, three additional artefact sites were identified and registered on 

AHIMS:  

 

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4590, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 (23 artefacts).  

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4591, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 (48 artefacts).  

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4592, St Philip’s College Isolated Artefact 13 comprised a single isolated find within a disturbed 

context underneath the carpark.  

 

Attached is the full finalised Test Excavation Report for your records.  

 

Once the project gets planning approval, we anticipate engagement for salvage excavation. Once we get updates on approval 

and the next stages moving forward, we will keep you informed.  

 

All the best,  

 

Lily  

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Thursday, 18 September 2025 1:23 PM 

To: Accounts <Accounts@artefact.net.au> 

Cc: Samantha Higgs <Samantha.Higgs@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: FW: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

 

Hi Carolyn,  

 

Sincerest apologies if this has not been invoiced yet.  
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@Accounts can you please follow up on this invoice?  

 

Kind regards,  

Lily  

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

 

From: Carolyn .H <cazadirect@live.com>  

Sent: Wednesday, 3 September 2025 9:00 AM 

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au>; Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au>; Lily Hackett 

<lily.hackett@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Fw: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

 

Hi team, 

 

I hope this message finds you well. I am writing to follow up on an invoice I previously sent. I originally 

addressed one invoice to Artefact and the other to the school. Can someone please reach out to let me 

know if it's being processed? Additionally, I would like to know who will be responsible for the payment 

and when I can expect to receive it. 

 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. Looking forward to your response. 

 

Best regards, 

Carolyn Hickey  

 

Get Outlook for Android 

 

From: Carolyn .H <cazadirect@live.com> 

Sent: Sunday, August 17, 2025 4:38:37 pm 
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To: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Re: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

 

 

 

 
Contact: Carolyn Hickey 

Mobile: 0411650057                 

Email: Cazadirect@live.com  

Address: 73 Russell St, Emu Plains, NSW 2750          

ABN: 20 616 970 327 

 

Hi Team, 

 

I have created two invoices: one for Artefact and another addressed to the school. Could 

you please forward the correct invoice to the appropriate recipients? 

 

Looking forward to your response. 

 

Best regards, Carolyn Hickey 
 

A1 Indigenous Services is a 100% Indigenous-owned Australian company offering a range of 

services to the construction industry. Our mission is to commit to an innovative approach for 

a better future for Indigenous employment and community, while improving ways to close 

the gap in Aboriginal participation in the construction industry. We are dedicated to 

building strength in Aboriginal communities and our Indigenous labour force. 

         

 

A1 Indigenous Services is a member of the NSW Indigenous Chamber of Commerce 

(NSWICC). A business or enterprise carrying the NSWICC Assured logo has met national 

policy requirements as upheld by FACCI, ensuring that it is identified as a First Nations 

business owner or entrepreneur and that it demonstrates compliance with government and 

industry regulators. 

                            



5

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:13 AM 

To: cazadirect@live.com <cazadirect@live.com> 

Cc: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au>; Lily Hackett <lily.hackett@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185]  

  

Dear Carolyn Hickey, 

  

Thank you for your involvement on the St Phillips Christian College Cessnock project. Please see 

attached Final Test Excavation Methodology. 

  

Would you be available to attend the test excavation program (15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025)? 

Could you please provide the name and contact details of who will be onsite and forward your insurance 

info and daily rates. 

  

Next week we will send the details regarding what time/site drop off/access points etc. 

  

  

Any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Beatrix Ye 

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  
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the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Friday, 5 December 2025 2:36 PM

To: Tracey Skene

Subject: RE: FW: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, 

Nulkaba) [250185]

Attachments: ATER-250185 - St Phillips Christian School, Cessnock Final 15.10.2025.pdf; 250185

_Addendum ACHAR_ DRAFT_251205.pdf

Dear Tracey, 

 

Following the results of test excavations undertaken at St Philips Christian College in July 2025, Artefact 

have prepared an addendum ACHAR to McCardle’s 2024 ACHAR.  

 

Please find a draft copy of the addendum ACHAR and the final ATER attached to the email. 

 

If you wish to provide any comment on the draft addendum ACHAR, please do so by close of business 5 

January 2026. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Neve Penklis 

 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 
Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Thursday, 18 September 2025 2:41 PM 

To: Tracey Skene <tracey@marrung-pa.com.au> 

Subject: RE: FW: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 
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Hi Tracey,  

 

Thank you for Clarissa’s help during test excavations and involvement in the project. A total of 72 artefacts of varying material 

types were recovered as part of test excavations. As a result, three additional artefact sites were identified and registered on 

AHIMS:  

 

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4590, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 (23 artefacts).  

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4591, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 (48 artefacts).  

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4592, St Philip’s College Isolated Artefact 13 comprised a single isolated find within a disturbed 

context underneath the carpark.  

 

Attached is the full finalised Test Excavation Report for your records.  

 

Once the project gets planning approval, we anticipate engagement for salvage excavation. Once we get updates on approval 

and the next stages moving forward, we will keep you informed.  

 

All the best,  

 

Lily  

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  
the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

 

From: Tracey Skene <tracey@marrung-pa.com.au>  

Sent: Wednesday, 16 July 2025 8:10 PM 

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Re: FW: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

 

Good evening Clarissa Swan will be out tomorrow and Friday for my company Culturally Aware  

Tracey Skene 

 

 

Kind regards 

Tracey Skene 
7 Crawford Place,Millfield NSW 2325 
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Mobile 0474106537 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

On Mon, 7 Jul 2025 at 3:29 pm, Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> wrote: 

Hi Tracey, 

  

We have noted your availability for the test excavations. The email we were provided had a spelling error 

and recorded your email tracey@marrung-pa.com.au>  as tracey@murrung-pa.com.au with a “u”. 

Heritage NSW has since provided us with your correct contact details. 

  

Kind regards, 

Beatrix Ye 

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address:  Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd ,  Pyrmont 

 
 

 NSW 

 

2009. 
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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From: Tracey Skene <tracey@marrung-pa.com.au>  

Sent: Monday, 7 July 2025 3:19 PM 

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Re: FW: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

  

Good Afternoon, 

  

What email did you try to contact me on ? 

  

Yes I will be available those dates . 

  

Tracey 

Culturally Aware 

 

 

Kind regards 

Tracey Skene 
7 Crawford Place,Millfield NSW 2325 

Mobile 0474106537 
 

 

  

  

  

  

  

On Mon, 7 Jul 2025 at 3:10 pm, Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> wrote: 
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Good afternoon Tracey, 

  

We attempted to contact you on email last week regarding availabilities for excavation, however the 

email we received to contact you was incorrect. We have since contacted Heritage NSW who have 

provided us with this current email. Please see the below email if you are interested in participating in 

these excavations. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address:  Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd ,  Pyrmont 

 
 

 NSW 

 

2009. 
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  
and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:15 AM 

To: tracey@murrung-pa.com.au 

Cc: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au>; Lily Hackett <lily.hackett@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

  

Dear Tracey Skene, 

  

Thank you for your involvement on the St Phillips Christian College Cessnock project. Please see 

attached Final Test Excavation Methodology. 
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Would you be available to attend the test excavation program (15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025)? 

Could you please provide the name and contact details of who will be onsite and forward your 

insurance info and daily rates. 

  

Next week we will send the details regarding what time/site drop off/access points etc. 

  

Any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Beatrix Ye 

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address:  Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd ,  Pyrmont 

 
 

 NSW 

 

2009. 
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Friday, 5 December 2025 2:36 PM

To: Tara Dever; Admin; Operations

Subject: RE: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and 

scheduling

Attachments: ATER-250185 - St Phillips Christian School, Cessnock Final 15.10.2025.pdf; 250185

_Addendum ACHAR_ DRAFT_251205.pdf

Dear Tara, 

 

Following the results of test excavations undertaken at St Philips Christian College in July 2025, Artefact 

have prepared an addendum ACHAR to McCardle’s 2024 ACHAR.  

 

Please find a draft copy of the addendum ACHAR and the final ATER attached to the email. 

 

If you wish to provide any comment on the draft addendum ACHAR, please do so by close of business 5 

January 2026. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Neve Penklis 

 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 
Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Thursday, 18 September 2025 2:43 PM 

To: Tara Dever <Ceo@mindaribbalalc.org>; Admin <Admin@mindaribbalalc.org>; Operations 
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<Operations@mindaribbalalc.org> 

Subject: RE: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 

 

Hi Tara,  

 

Thank you for Jason’s involvement during test excavations and the project. A total of 72 artefacts of varying material types 

were recovered as part of test excavations. As a result, three additional artefact sites were identified and registered on 

AHIMS:  

 

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4590, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 (23 artefacts).  

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4591, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 (48 artefacts).  

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4592, St Philip’s College Isolated Artefact 13 comprised a single isolated find within a disturbed 

context underneath the carpark.  

 

Attached is the full finalised Test Excavation Report for your records.  

 

Once the project gets planning approval, we anticipate engagement for salvage excavation. Once we get updates on approval 

and the next stages moving forward, we will keep you informed.  

 

All the best,  

 

Lily  

 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  
located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Monday, 14 July 2025 9:30 AM 

To: Tara Dever <Ceo@mindaribbalalc.org>; Admin <Admin@mindaribbalalc.org>; Operations 

<Operations@mindaribbalalc.org> 

Cc: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: RE: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 

 

Hi Tara,  

 

Thank you for confirming. We look forward to working with James in the week!  
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Kind regards,  

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  
and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     

From: Tara Dever <Ceo@mindaribbalalc.org>  

Sent: Monday, 14 July 2025 9:28 AM 

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au>; Admin <Admin@mindaribbalalc.org>; Operations 

<Operations@mindaribbalalc.org> 

Cc: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Re: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 

 

Hi, 

 

I had earlier confirmed that Jason Brown would be attending site from  the 15th for this job.  

 

I will have admin send through insurances shortly. 

 

Warm regards, Tara  

 

Tara Dever 

CEO MLALC 

Sent remotely  

 

 

 

Get Outlook for Android 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Sent: Monday, July 14, 2025 9:17:55 AM 

To: Tara Dever <Ceo@mindaribbalalc.org>; Admin <Admin@mindaribbalalc.org> 

Cc: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: FW: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling  
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Hi Tara, 

  

Understandably you were very busy with NAIDOC week last week. I just wanted to flag the below email to confirm 

a site officer is available for Tuesday 15th July – Friday 18th July. 

for the test excavations?  

 

Any questions please let me know.  

 

Kind regards,  

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://ddec1-0-en-
ctp.trendmicro.com:443/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.artefact.net.au&umid=414fb9d2-c5fd-4af3-bbf1-
da75328edf75&rct=1752448680&auth=8f1061eb9fb7bed333c78932fe7bf8be39956e45-
c79ac807ea4d1590f86e95a775f93ef62c3857ff 

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Wednesday, 9 July 2025 3:01 PM 

To: Tara Dever <ceo@mindaribbalalc.org> 

Subject: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 

  

Dear Tara Dever CEO, 

  

Thank you for confirming the availability of Mindaribba LALC for the St Philips Christian College 

Cessnock Test Excavation. Artefact would like to book you in for Tuesday 15 July – Friday 18 July. 

  

Address: 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 2325 (St Philip's Christian College Cessnock)  

Times: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm  

PPE: High viz, long pants, steel cap boots, and warming clothes  

  

PM: Kristen Tola 

 0416 883 465  

 Kristen.tola@artefact.net.au  

Co-supervisor: Lily Hackett 

 0409699252  

 Lily.hackett@artefact.net.au 
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On the first day you can park in the main car park at 8 am. Every person is required to sign in at reception 

where we will all meet and are required to complete a 15-minute site induction. We will then drive to the 

test excavation area south (see attached map). The main school is closed during this time however there 

is a small group of kids and staff on site for a holiday program so please take care when driving around 

the school. 

  

Please forward your insurances and rates if you haven’t already done so. Any questions or want to 

discuss any details please contact myself of Kristen. 

  

We look forward to excavating next week! 

  

Kind regards, 

Beatrix Ye 

  

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Friday, 5 December 2025 2:37 PM

To: Amanda De Zwart

Subject: RE: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and 

scheduling

Attachments: ATER-250185 - St Phillips Christian School, Cessnock Final 15.10.2025.pdf; 250185

_Addendum ACHAR_ DRAFT_251205.pdf

Dear Amanda, 

 

Following the results of test excavations undertaken at St Philips Christian College in July 2025, Artefact 

have prepared an addendum ACHAR to McCardle’s 2024 ACHAR.  

 

Please find a draft copy of the addendum ACHAR and the final ATER attached to the email. 

 

If you wish to provide any comment on the draft addendum ACHAR, please do so by close of business 5 

January 2026. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Neve Penklis 

 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 
Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Thursday, 18 September 2025 2:45 PM 

To: Amanda De Zwart <amandahickey@live.com.au> 

Subject: RE: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 
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Hi Amanda,  

 

Thank you for your involvement during test excavations and the project at St Phillips Christian College Cessnock/Nulkaba. A 

total of 72 artefacts of varying material types were recovered as part of test excavations. As a result, three additional artefact 

sites were identified and registered on AHIMS:  

 

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4590, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 (23 artefacts).  

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4591, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 (48 artefacts).  

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4592, St Philip’s College Isolated Artefact 13 comprised a single isolated find within a disturbed 

context underneath the carpark.  

 

Attached is the full finalised Test Excavation Report for your records.  

 

Once the project gets planning approval, we anticipate engagement for salvage excavation. Once we get updates on approval 

and the next stages moving forward, we will keep you informed.  

 

All the best,  

 

Lily  

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  
the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Wednesday, 9 July 2025 3:01 PM 

To: Amanda De Zwart <amandahickey@live.com.au> 

Subject: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 

 

Dear Amanda Hickey, 

 

Thank you for confirming your availability for the St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation. 

Artefact would like to book you in for Tuesday 15 July – Wednesday 16 July. 

 

Address: 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 2325 (St Philip's Christian College Cessnock)  

Times: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm  

PPE: High viz, long pants, steel cap boots, and warming clothes  
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PM: Kristen Tola 

- 0416 883 465  

- Kristen.tola@artefact.net.au  

Co-supervisor: Lily Hackett 

- 0409699252  

- Lily.hackett@artefact.net.au 

 

On the first day you can park in the main car park at 8 am. Every person is required to sign in at reception 

where we will all meet and are required to complete a 15-minute site induction. We will then drive to the 

test excavation area south (see attached map). The main school is closed during this time however there 

is a small group of kids and staP on site for a holiday program so please take care when driving around 

the school. 

 

Please forward your insurances and rates if you haven’t already done so. Any questions or want to 

discuss any details please contact myself of Kristen. 

 

We look forward to excavating next week! 

 

Kind regards, 

Beatrix Ye 

 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Friday, 5 December 2025 2:45 PM

To: WIDESCOPE .

Subject: RE: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and 

scheduling

Attachments: ATER-250185 - St Phillips Christian School, Cessnock Final 15.10.2025.pdf; 250185

_Addendum ACHAR_ DRAFT_251205.pdf

Dear Steven, 

 

Following the results of test excavations undertaken at St Philips Christian College in July 2025, Artefact 

have prepared an addendum ACHAR to McCardle’s 2024 ACHAR.  

 

Please find a draft copy of the addendum ACHAR and the final ATER attached to the email. 

 

If you wish to provide any comment on the draft addendum ACHAR, please do so by close of business 5 

January 2026. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Neve Penklis 

 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 
Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Thursday, 18 September 2025 2:44 PM 

To: WIDESCOPE . <widescope.group@live.com> 

Subject: RE: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 
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Hi Steven,  

 

Thank you for your involvement during test excavations and the project at St Phillips Christian College, Nulkaba/Cessnock. A 

total of 72 artefacts of varying material types were recovered as part of test excavations. As a result, three additional artefact 

sites were identified and registered on AHIMS:  

 

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4590, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 (23 artefacts).  

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4591, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 (48 artefacts).  

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4592, St Philip’s College Isolated Artefact 13 comprised a single isolated find within a disturbed 

context underneath the carpark.  

 

Attached is the full finalised Test Excavation Report for your records.  

 

Once the project gets planning approval, we anticipate engagement for salvage excavation. Once we get updates on approval 

and the next stages moving forward, we will keep you informed.  

 

All the best,  

 

Lily  

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  
the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Wednesday, 9 July 2025 3:01 PM 

To: WIDESCOPE . <widescope.group@live.com> 

Subject: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 

 

Dear Steven Hickey, 

 

Thank you for confirming your availability for the St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation. 

Artefact would like to book you in for Tuesday 15 July – Friday 18 July. 

 

Address: 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 2325 (St Philip's Christian College Cessnock)  

Times: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm  

PPE: High viz, long pants, steel cap boots, and warming clothes  
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PM: Kristen Tola 

- 0416 883 465  

- Kristen.tola@artefact.net.au  

Co-supervisor: Lily Hackett 

- 0409699252  

- Lily.hackett@artefact.net.au 

 

On the first day you can park in the main car park at 8 am. Every person is required to sign in at reception 

where we will all meet and are required to complete a 15-minute site induction. We will then drive to the 

test excavation area south (see attached map). The main school is closed during this time however there 

is a small group of kids and staP on site for a holiday program so please take care when driving around 

the school. 

 

Please forward your insurances and rates if you haven’t already done so. Any questions or want to 

discuss any details please contact myself of Kristen. 

 

We look forward to excavating next week! 

 

Kind regards, 

Beatrix Ye 

 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Friday, 5 December 2025 2:46 PM

To: lilly carroll

Subject: RE: St Phillips Christian College, Nulkaba/Cessnock ATER

Attachments: ATER-250185 - St Phillips Christian School, Cessnock Final 15.10.2025.pdf; 250185

_Addendum ACHAR_ DRAFT_251205.pdf

Dear Paul and Lilly, 

 

Following the results of test excavations undertaken at St Philips Christian College in July 2025, Artefact 

have prepared an addendum ACHAR to McCardle’s 2024 ACHAR.  

 

Please find a draft copy of the addendum ACHAR and the final ATER attached to the email. 

 

If you wish to provide any comment on the draft addendum ACHAR, please do so by close of business 5 

January 2026. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Neve Penklis 

 

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Thursday, 18 September 2025 3:02 PM 

To: lilly carroll <didgengunawalclan@yahoo.com.au> 

Subject: St Phillips Christian College, Nulkaba/Cessnock ATER 

 

Hi Lilly and Paul,  

 

Thank you for your involvement as a RAP on St Phillips Christian College, Nulkaba/Cessnock. A total of 72 artefacts of varying 

material types were recovered as part of test excavations in undertaken in July. As a result, three additional artefact sites 

were identified and registered on AHIMS:  

 

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4590, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 (23 artefacts).  

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4591, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 (48 artefacts).  

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4592, St Philip’s College Isolated Artefact 13 comprised a single isolated find within a disturbed 

context underneath the carpark.  

 

Attached is the full finalised Test Excavation Report for your records.  

 

Once the project gets planning approval, we anticipate salvage excavations will take place. Once we get updates on approval 

and the next stages moving forward, we will keep you informed.  

 

All the best,  

 

Lily 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
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ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  
and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Friday, 5 December 2025 2:47 PM

To: allen.s.paget@hotmail.com

Subject: RE: St Phillips Christian College, Nulkaba/Cessnock ATER

Attachments: ATER-250185 - St Phillips Christian School, Cessnock Final 15.10.2025.pdf; 250185

_Addendum ACHAR_ DRAFT_251205.pdf

Dear Allen, 

 

Following the results of test excavations undertaken at St Philips Christian College in July 2025, Artefact 

have prepared an addendum ACHAR to McCardle’s 2024 ACHAR.  

 

Please find a draft copy of the addendum ACHAR and the final ATER attached to the email. 

 

If you wish to provide any comment on the draft addendum ACHAR, please do so by close of business 5 

January 2026. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Neve Penklis 

 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 
Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Thursday, 18 September 2025 3:05 PM 

To: allen.s.paget@hotmail.com 

Subject: St Phillips Christian College, Nulkaba/Cessnock ATER 
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Hi Allen,  

 

Thank you for your involvement as a RAP on St Phillips Christian College, Nulkaba/Cessnock. A total of 72 artefacts of varying 

material types were recovered as part of test excavations undertaken in July. As a result, three additional artefact sites were 

identified and registered on AHIMS:  

 

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4590, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 (23 artefacts).  

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4591, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 (48 artefacts).  

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4592, St Philip’s College Isolated Artefact 13 comprised a single isolated find within a disturbed 

context underneath the carpark.  

 

Attached is the full finalised Test Excavation Report for your records.  

 

Once the project gets planning approval, we anticipate salvage excavations will take place. Once we get updates on approval 

and the next stages moving forward, we will keep you informed.  

 

All the best,  

 

Lily 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  
the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Wednesday, 7 January 2026 9:57 AM

To: Amanda Hickey

Subject: RE: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and 

scheduling

Hi Amanda, 

 

Thanks for your email, and not to worry. We haven’t finalised the report yet so we can still include your 

comments in the addendum ACHAR.  

 

Hope you have a great day, 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Neve  

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  
and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

 

From: Amanda Hickey <amandahickey@live.com.au>  

Sent: Wednesday, 7 January 2026 8:30 AM 

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Re: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 

 

Hi Neve, 

 

I am sorry to not have replied to this by the due date.  
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I have read through the ACHAR & fully support it including future salvage excavations & surface 

collection of artefacts where impact can’t be avoided. 

 

Have a great day, 

 

Amanda Hickey 

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Date: Friday, 5 December 2025 at 14:38 

To: Amanda De Zwart <amandahickey@live.com.au> 

Subject: RE: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and 

scheduling 

Dear Amanda, 

  

Following the results of test excavations undertaken at St Philips Christian College in July 2025, Artefact 

have prepared an addendum ACHAR to McCardle’s 2024 ACHAR. 

  

Please find a draft copy of the addendum ACHAR and the final ATER attached to the email. 

  

If you wish to provide any comment on the draft addendum ACHAR, please do so by close of business 5 

January 2026. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Neve Penklis 

  

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 
Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

  

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team 

Sent: Thursday, 18 September 2025 2:45 PM 
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To: Amanda De Zwart <amandahickey@live.com.au> 

Subject: RE: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 

  

Hi Amanda, 

 

Thank you for your involvement during test excavations and the project at St Phillips Christian College Cessnock/Nulkaba. A 

total of 72 artefacts of varying material types were recovered as part of test excavations. As a result, three additional artefact 

sites were identified and registered on AHIMS: 
  

 AHIMS ID 37-6-4590, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 (23 artefacts). 

 AHIMS ID 37-6-4591, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 (48 artefacts). 

 AHIMS ID 37-6-4592, St Philip’s College Isolated Artefact 13 comprised a single isolated find within a disturbed 

context underneath the carpark. 
  

Attached is the full finalised Test Excavation Report for your records. 
  
Once the project gets planning approval, we anticipate engagement for salvage excavation. Once we get updates on approval 

and the next stages moving forward, we will keep you informed. 
 

All the best, 
  
Lily 

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

  

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team 

Sent: Wednesday, 9 July 2025 3:01 PM 

To: Amanda De Zwart <amandahickey@live.com.au> 

Subject: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 

  

Dear Amanda Hickey, 

  

Thank you for confirming your availability for the St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation. 

Artefact would like to book you in for Tuesday 15 July – Wednesday 16 July. 
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Address: 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 2325 (St Philip's Christian College Cessnock) 

Times: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

PPE: High viz, long pants, steel cap boots, and warming clothes 

  

PM: Kristen Tola 

 0416 883 465 

 Kristen.tola@artefact.net.au 

Co-supervisor: Lily Hackett 

 0409699252 

 Lily.hackett@artefact.net.au 

  

On the first day you can park in the main car park at 8 am. Every person is required to sign in at reception 

where we will all meet and are required to complete a 15-minute site induction. We will then drive to the 

test excavation area south (see attached map). The main school is closed during this time however there 

is a small group of kids and staff on site for a holiday program so please take care when driving around 

the school. 

  

Please forward your insurances and rates if you haven’t already done so. Any questions or want to 

discuss any details please contact myself of Kristen. 

  

We look forward to excavating next week! 

  

Kind regards, 

Beatrix Ye 

  

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  
located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Tara Dever <Ceo@mindaribbalalc.org>

Sent: Friday, 5 December 2025 2:41 PM

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team; Admin; Operations

Subject: RE: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and 

scheduling

Thanks Neve,  

 

We will definitely look at this with Jason and get back to you.  

 

Warm Regards, Tara 

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au>  

Sent: Friday, 5 December 2025 2:36 PM 

To: Tara Dever <Ceo@mindaribbalalc.org>; Admin <Admin@mindaribbalalc.org>; Operations 

<Operations@mindaribbalalc.org> 

Subject: RE: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 

 

Dear Tara, 

 

Following the results of test excavations undertaken at St Philips Christian College in July 2025, Artefact 

have prepared an addendum ACHAR to McCardle’s 2024 ACHAR.  

 

Please find a draft copy of the addendum ACHAR and the final ATER attached to the email. 

 

If you wish to provide any comment on the draft addendum ACHAR, please do so by close of business 5 

January 2026. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Neve Penklis 

 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://ddec1-0-en-
ctp.trendmicro.com:443/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.artefact.net.au&umid=984084ef-38d1-4ef8-b96b-
008d71b5b685&rct=1764905795&auth=8f1061eb9fb7bed333c78932fe7bf8be39956e45-
57cbc31ddc2925657921811618b5b295f9de6be1 

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
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Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Thursday, 18 September 2025 2:43 PM 

To: Tara Dever <Ceo@mindaribbalalc.org>; Admin <Admin@mindaribbalalc.org>; Operations 

<Operations@mindaribbalalc.org> 

Subject: RE: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 

 

Hi Tara,  

 

Thank you for Jason’s involvement during test excavations and the project. A total of 72 artefacts of varying material types 

were recovered as part of test excavations. As a result, three additional artefact sites were identified and registered on 

AHIMS:  

 

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4590, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 (23 artefacts).  

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4591, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 (48 artefacts).  

- AHIMS ID 37-6-4592, St Philip’s College Isolated Artefact 13 comprised a single isolated find within a disturbed 

context underneath the carpark.  

 

Attached is the full finalised Test Excavation Report for your records.  

 

Once the project gets planning approval, we anticipate engagement for salvage excavation. Once we get updates on approval 

and the next stages moving forward, we will keep you informed.  

 

All the best,  

 

Lily  

 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
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Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Monday, 14 July 2025 9:30 AM 

To: Tara Dever <Ceo@mindaribbalalc.org>; Admin <Admin@mindaribbalalc.org>; Operations 

<Operations@mindaribbalalc.org> 

Cc: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: RE: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 

 

Hi Tara,  

 

Thank you for confirming. We look forward to working with James in the week!  

 

Kind regards,  

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  
and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

     

From: Tara Dever <Ceo@mindaribbalalc.org>  

Sent: Monday, 14 July 2025 9:28 AM 

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au>; Admin <Admin@mindaribbalalc.org>; Operations 

<Operations@mindaribbalalc.org> 

Cc: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Re: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 

 

Hi, 
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I had earlier confirmed that Jason Brown would be attending site from  the 15th for this job.  

 

I will have admin send through insurances shortly. 

 

Warm regards, Tara  

 

Tara Dever 

CEO MLALC 

Sent remotely  

 

 

 

Get Outlook for Android 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Sent: Monday, July 14, 2025 9:17:55 AM 

To: Tara Dever <Ceo@mindaribbalalc.org>; Admin <Admin@mindaribbalalc.org> 

Cc: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: FW: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling  

  

Hi Tara, 

  

Understandably you were very busy with NAIDOC week last week. I just wanted to flag the below email to confirm 

a site officer is available for Tuesday 15th July – Friday 18th July. 

for the test excavations?  

 

Any questions please let me know.  

 

Kind regards,  

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://ddec1-0-en-
ctp.trendmicro.com:443/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.artefact.net.au&umid=414fb9d2-c5fd-4af3-bbf1-
da75328edf75&rct=1752448680&auth=8f1061eb9fb7bed333c78932fe7bf8be39956e45-
c79ac807ea4d1590f86e95a775f93ef62c3857ff 

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 
Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Wednesday, 9 July 2025 3:01 PM 

To: Tara Dever <ceo@mindaribbalalc.org> 

Subject: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 

  

Dear Tara Dever CEO, 

  

Thank you for confirming the availability of Mindaribba LALC for the St Philips Christian College 

Cessnock Test Excavation. Artefact would like to book you in for Tuesday 15 July – Friday 18 July. 

  

Address: 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 2325 (St Philip's Christian College Cessnock)  

Times: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm  

PPE: High viz, long pants, steel cap boots, and warming clothes  

  

PM: Kristen Tola 

 0416 883 465  

 Kristen.tola@artefact.net.au  

Co-supervisor: Lily Hackett 

 0409699252  

 Lily.hackett@artefact.net.au 

  

On the first day you can park in the main car park at 8 am. Every person is required to sign in at reception 

where we will all meet and are required to complete a 15-minute site induction. We will then drive to the 

test excavation area south (see attached map). The main school is closed during this time however there 

is a small group of kids and staff on site for a holiday program so please take care when driving around 

the school. 

  

Please forward your insurances and rates if you haven’t already done so. Any questions or want to 

discuss any details please contact myself of Kristen. 

  

We look forward to excavating next week! 

  

Kind regards, 

Beatrix Ye 

  

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
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Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Carolyn .H <cazadirect@live.com>

Sent: Thursday, 1 January 2026 9:33 PM

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Subject: Re: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) 

[250185]

Attachments: A1.WC.2026.pdf

 

 

 

 
Contact: Carolyn Hickey 

Mobile: 0411650057                 

Email: Cazadirect@live.com  

Address: 73 Russell St, Emu Plains, NSW 2750          

ABN: 20 616 970 327 

 

 

Happy New Year!! 
 

Thank you for sending the attached documents for St Phillips Christian College Cessnock. 

After thoroughly reviewing the contents, I fully support the information presented in the 

assessment. 
 

I have attached A1 Indigenous Services Insurances. 
 

A1 INDIGENOUS SERVICES,  Represents over 100 Indigenous Locals  
 

 

I agree to my details being shared with OEH and the LALC. Please feel free to contact me us

ing  

the details provided above. 
 

Kind regards, 

Carolyn Hickey 

 

A1 Indigenous Services is a 100% Indigenous-owned Australian company offering a range of 

services to the construction industry. Our mission is to commit to an innovative approach for 

a better future for Indigenous employment and community, while improving ways to close 
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the gap in Aboriginal participation in the construction industry. We are dedicated to 

building strength in Aboriginal communities and our Indigenous labour force. 

         

 

A1 Indigenous Services is a member of the NSW Indigenous Chamber of Commerce 

(NSWICC). A business or enterprise carrying the NSWICC Assured logo has met national 

policy requirements as upheld by FACCI, ensuring that it is identified as a First Nations 

business owner or entrepreneur and that it demonstrates compliance with government and 

industry regulators. 

                            

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Sent: Friday, 5 December 2025 2:34 PM 

To: Carolyn .H <cazadirect@live.com> 

Subject: RE: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185]  

  

Dear Carolyn, 

  

Following the results of test excavations undertaken at St Philips Christian College in July 2025, Artefact 

have prepared an addendum ACHAR to McCardle’s 2024 ACHAR.  

  

Please find a draft copy of the addendum ACHAR and the final ATER attached to the email. 
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If you wish to provide any comment on the draft addendum ACHAR, please do so by close of business 5 

January 2026. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Neve Penklis 

  

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

  

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Thursday, 18 September 2025 2:21 PM 

To: Carolyn .H <cazadirect@live.com> 

Subject: RE: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

  
Hi Carolyn 
  
Apologies again that this slipped through during the handover of the project as KT has left Artefact. Our accounts team will 

process your invoice in next week's payment run. 
  
Thank you for your help during test excavations and involvement in the project. A total of 72 artefacts of varying material types 

were recovered as part of test excavations. As a result, three additional artefact sites were identified and registered on 

AHIMS:  
  

 AHIMS ID 37-6-4590, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 (23 artefacts).  

 AHIMS ID 37-6-4591, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 (48 artefacts).  

 AHIMS ID 37-6-4592, St Philip’s College Isolated Artefact 13 comprised a single isolated find within a disturbed 

context underneath the carpark.  
  

Attached is the full finalised Test Excavation Report for your records.  
  
Once the project gets planning approval, we anticipate engagement for salvage excavation. Once we get updates on approval 

and the next stages moving forward, we will keep you informed.  
 

All the best,  
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Lily  

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

  

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Thursday, 18 September 2025 1:23 PM 

To: Accounts <Accounts@artefact.net.au> 

Cc: Samantha Higgs <Samantha.Higgs@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: FW: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

  

Hi Carolyn,  

 

Sincerest apologies if this has not been invoiced yet.  

 

@Accounts can you please follow up on this invoice?  

  

Kind regards,  

Lily  

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  
the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
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Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

  

From: Carolyn .H <cazadirect@live.com>  

Sent: Wednesday, 3 September 2025 9:00 AM 

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au>; Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au>; Lily Hackett 

<lily.hackett@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Fw: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

  

Hi team, 

  

I hope this message finds you well. I am writing to follow up on an invoice I previously sent. I originally 

addressed one invoice to Artefact and the other to the school. Can someone please reach out to let me 

know if it's being processed? Additionally, I would like to know who will be responsible for the payment 

and when I can expect to receive it. 

  

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. Looking forward to your response. 

  

Best regards, 

Carolyn Hickey  

  

Get Outlook for Android 

  

From: Carolyn .H <cazadirect@live.com> 

Sent: Sunday, August 17, 2025 4:38:37 pm 

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Re: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

  

  

  

 
Contact: Carolyn Hickey 

Mobile: 0411650057                 

Email: Cazadirect@live.com  

Address: 73 Russell St, Emu Plains, NSW 2750          

ABN: 20 616 970 327 
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Hi Team, 

  

I have created two invoices: one for Artefact and another addressed to the school. Could 

you please forward the correct invoice to the appropriate recipients? 

  

Looking forward to your response. 

  

Best regards, Carolyn Hickey 

  

A1 Indigenous Services is a 100% Indigenous-owned Australian company offering a range of 

services to the construction industry. Our mission is to commit to an innovative approach for 

a better future for Indigenous employment and community, while improving ways to close 

the gap in Aboriginal participation in the construction industry. We are dedicated to 

building strength in Aboriginal communities and our Indigenous labour force. 

         

  

A1 Indigenous Services is a member of the NSW Indigenous Chamber of Commerce 

(NSWICC). A business or enterprise carrying the NSWICC Assured logo has met national 

policy requirements as upheld by FACCI, ensuring that it is identified as a First Nations 

business owner or entrepreneur and that it demonstrates compliance with government and 

industry regulators. 

                            
The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.
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From: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:13 AM 

To: cazadirect@live.com <cazadirect@live.com> 

Cc: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au>; Lily Hackett <lily.hackett@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185]  

  

Dear Carolyn Hickey, 

  

Thank you for your involvement on the St Phillips Christian College Cessnock project. Please see 

attached Final Test Excavation Methodology. 

  

Would you be available to attend the test excavation program (15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025)? 

Could you please provide the name and contact details of who will be onsite and forward your insurance 

info and daily rates. 

  

Next week we will send the details regarding what time/site drop off/access points etc. 

  

  

Any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Beatrix Ye 

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  
the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Sent: Tuesday, 6 January 2026 1:46 PM

To: Carolyn .H

Subject: RE: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) 

[250185]

Good afternoon Carolyn, 

 

Thank you for your comment. We have noted it for inclusion in the ACHAR. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

 

From: Carolyn .H <cazadirect@live.com>  

Sent: Thursday, 1 January 2026 9:33 PM 

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Re: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

 

 

 

 

 
Contact: Carolyn Hickey 

Mobile: 0411650057                 
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Email: Cazadirect@live.com  

Address: 73 Russell St, Emu Plains, NSW 2750          

ABN: 20 616 970 327 

 

 

Happy New Year!! 
 

Thank you for sending the attached documents for St Phillips Christian College Cessnock. 

After thoroughly reviewing the contents, I fully support the information presented in the 

assessment. 
 

I have attached A1 Indigenous Services Insurances. 
 

A1 INDIGENOUS SERVICES,  Represents over 100 Indigenous Locals  
 

 

I agree to my details being shared with OEH and the LALC. Please feel free to contact me us

ing  

the details provided above. 
 

Kind regards, 

Carolyn Hickey 

 

A1 Indigenous Services is a 100% Indigenous-owned Australian company offering a range of 

services to the construction industry. Our mission is to commit to an innovative approach for 

a better future for Indigenous employment and community, while improving ways to close 

the gap in Aboriginal participation in the construction industry. We are dedicated to 

building strength in Aboriginal communities and our Indigenous labour force. 

         

 

A1 Indigenous Services is a member of the NSW Indigenous Chamber of Commerce 

(NSWICC). A business or enterprise carrying the NSWICC Assured logo has met national 

policy requirements as upheld by FACCI, ensuring that it is identified as a First Nations 

business owner or entrepreneur and that it demonstrates compliance with government and 

industry regulators. 
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From: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Sent: Friday, 5 December 2025 2:34 PM 

To: Carolyn .H <cazadirect@live.com> 

Subject: RE: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185]  

  

Dear Carolyn, 

  

Following the results of test excavations undertaken at St Philips Christian College in July 2025, Artefact 

have prepared an addendum ACHAR to McCardle’s 2024 ACHAR.  

  

Please find a draft copy of the addendum ACHAR and the final ATER attached to the email. 

  

If you wish to provide any comment on the draft addendum ACHAR, please do so by close of business 5 

January 2026. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Neve Penklis 

  

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
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Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

  

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Thursday, 18 September 2025 2:21 PM 

To: Carolyn .H <cazadirect@live.com> 

Subject: RE: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

  

Hi Carolyn 
  
Apologies again that this slipped through during the handover of the project as KT has left Artefact. Our accounts team will 

process your invoice in next week's payment run. 
  
Thank you for your help during test excavations and involvement in the project. A total of 72 artefacts of varying material types 

were recovered as part of test excavations. As a result, three additional artefact sites were identified and registered on 

AHIMS:  
  

 AHIMS ID 37-6-4590, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 (23 artefacts).  

 AHIMS ID 37-6-4591, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 (48 artefacts).  

 AHIMS ID 37-6-4592, St Philip’s College Isolated Artefact 13 comprised a single isolated find within a disturbed 

context underneath the carpark.  
  

Attached is the full finalised Test Excavation Report for your records.  
  
Once the project gets planning approval, we anticipate engagement for salvage excavation. Once we get updates on approval 

and the next stages moving forward, we will keep you informed.  
 

All the best,  
  
Lily  

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  
and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
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Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

  

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team  

Sent: Thursday, 18 September 2025 1:23 PM 

To: Accounts <Accounts@artefact.net.au> 

Cc: Samantha Higgs <Samantha.Higgs@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: FW: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

  

Hi Carolyn,  

 

Sincerest apologies if this has not been invoiced yet.  

 

@Accounts can you please follow up on this invoice?  

  

Kind regards,  

Lily  

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

  

From: Carolyn .H <cazadirect@live.com>  

Sent: Wednesday, 3 September 2025 9:00 AM 

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au>; Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au>; Lily Hackett 
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<lily.hackett@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Fw: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

  

Hi team, 

  

I hope this message finds you well. I am writing to follow up on an invoice I previously sent. I originally 

addressed one invoice to Artefact and the other to the school. Can someone please reach out to let me 

know if it's being processed? Additionally, I would like to know who will be responsible for the payment 

and when I can expect to receive it. 

  

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. Looking forward to your response. 

  

Best regards, 

Carolyn Hickey  

  

Get Outlook for Android 

  

From: Carolyn .H <cazadirect@live.com> 

Sent: Sunday, August 17, 2025 4:38:37 pm 

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Re: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185] 

  

  

  

 
Contact: Carolyn Hickey 

Mobile: 0411650057                 

Email: Cazadirect@live.com  

Address: 73 Russell St, Emu Plains, NSW 2750          

ABN: 20 616 970 327 

  

Hi Team, 

  

I have created two invoices: one for Artefact and another addressed to the school. Could 

you please forward the correct invoice to the appropriate recipients? 

  

Looking forward to your response. 

  

Best regards, Carolyn Hickey 

  

A1 Indigenous Services is a 100% Indigenous-owned Australian company offering a range of 

services to the construction industry. Our mission is to commit to an innovative approach for 
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a better future for Indigenous employment and community, while improving ways to close 

the gap in Aboriginal participation in the construction industry. We are dedicated to 

building strength in Aboriginal communities and our Indigenous labour force. 

         

  

A1 Indigenous Services is a member of the NSW Indigenous Chamber of Commerce 

(NSWICC). A business or enterprise carrying the NSWICC Assured logo has met national 

policy requirements as upheld by FACCI, ensuring that it is identified as a First Nations 

business owner or entrepreneur and that it demonstrates compliance with government and 

industry regulators. 

                            
The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Sent: Friday, 4 July 2025 11:13 AM 

To: cazadirect@live.com <cazadirect@live.com> 

Cc: Kristen Tola <Kristen.Tola@artefact.net.au>; Lily Hackett <lily.hackett@artefact.net.au> 

Subject: Test Excavations - St Phillips Christian College Cessnock (10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba) [250185]  

  

Dear Carolyn Hickey, 

  

Thank you for your involvement on the St Phillips Christian College Cessnock project. Please see 

attached Final Test Excavation Methodology. 
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Would you be available to attend the test excavation program (15th Tuesday – 18th Friday July 2025)? 

Could you please provide the name and contact details of who will be onsite and forward your insurance 

info and daily rates. 

  

Next week we will send the details regarding what time/site drop off/access points etc. 

  

  

Any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Beatrix Ye 

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  
the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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Aboriginal Heritage Team

From: Amanda Hickey <amandahickey@live.com.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 7 January 2026 8:30 AM

To: Aboriginal Heritage Team

Subject: Re: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and 

scheduling

Hi Neve, 

 

I am sorry to not have replied to this by the due date.  

 

I have read through the ACHAR & fully support it including future salvage excavations & surface 

collection of artefacts where impact can’t be avoided. 

 

Have a great day, 

 

Amanda Hickey 

 

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team <consultation@artefact.net.au> 

Date: Friday, 5 December 2025 at 14:38 

To: Amanda De Zwart <amandahickey@live.com.au> 

Subject: RE: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and 

scheduling 

Dear Amanda, 

  

Following the results of test excavations undertaken at St Philips Christian College in July 2025, Artefact 

have prepared an addendum ACHAR to McCardle’s 2024 ACHAR. 

  

Please find a draft copy of the addendum ACHAR and the final ATER attached to the email. 

  

If you wish to provide any comment on the draft addendum ACHAR, please do so by close of business 5 

January 2026. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Neve Penklis 

  

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/ 
  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  

and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  
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located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

  

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team 

Sent: Thursday, 18 September 2025 2:45 PM 

To: Amanda De Zwart <amandahickey@live.com.au> 

Subject: RE: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 

  

Hi Amanda, 

 

Thank you for your involvement during test excavations and the project at St Phillips Christian College Cessnock/Nulkaba. A 

total of 72 artefacts of varying material types were recovered as part of test excavations. As a result, three additional artefact 

sites were identified and registered on AHIMS: 
  

 AHIMS ID 37-6-4590, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 11 (23 artefacts). 

 AHIMS ID 37-6-4591, St Philip’s College Artefact scatter 12 (48 artefacts). 

 AHIMS ID 37-6-4592, St Philip’s College Isolated Artefact 13 comprised a single isolated find within a disturbed 

context underneath the carpark. 
  

Attached is the full finalised Test Excavation Report for your records. 
  
Once the project gets planning approval, we anticipate engagement for salvage excavation. Once we get updates on approval 

and the next stages moving forward, we will keep you informed. 
 

All the best, 
  
Lily 

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team  
  

ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  
and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
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Read Artefact's email disclaimer 

    

  

From: Aboriginal Heritage Team 

Sent: Wednesday, 9 July 2025 3:01 PM 

To: Amanda De Zwart <amandahickey@live.com.au> 

Subject: 250185 St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation - Engagement and scheduling 

  

Dear Amanda Hickey, 

  

Thank you for confirming your availability for the St Philips Christian College Cessnock Test Excavation. 

Artefact would like to book you in for Tuesday 15 July – Wednesday 16 July. 

  

Address: 10 Lomas Ln, Nulkaba NSW 2325 (St Philip's Christian College Cessnock) 

Times: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

PPE: High viz, long pants, steel cap boots, and warming clothes 

  

PM: Kristen Tola 

 0416 883 465 

 Kristen.tola@artefact.net.au 

Co-supervisor: Lily Hackett 

 0409699252 

 Lily.hackett@artefact.net.au 

  

On the first day you can park in the main car park at 8 am. Every person is required to sign in at reception 

where we will all meet and are required to complete a 15-minute site induction. We will then drive to the 

test excavation area south (see attached map). The main school is closed during this time however there 

is a small group of kids and staff on site for a holiday program so please take care when driving around 

the school. 

  

Please forward your insurances and rates if you haven’t already done so. Any questions or want to 

discuss any details please contact myself of Kristen. 

  

We look forward to excavating next week! 

  

Kind regards, 

Beatrix Ye 

  

  

Aboriginal Heritage Team 
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ARTEFACT HERITAGE AND ENVIRONMENT 
Address: Suite 56, Jones Bay Wharf, 26 32 Pirrama Rd , Pyrmont 

 

NSW 
 

2009.
  

Web: https://www.artefact.net.au/  

  

 

Artefact acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands  
and waters of Australia. We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people of Pirrama (Pyrmont) where our Sydney office is  

located, the Awabakal, Worimi and Wonnaruaof the Hunter Region where our Mulubinba (Newcastle) office is located and  

the Wiradyuri of the Central West where our Bathurst office is located. We pay our respects to them, their culture and their 

Elders past and present. We thank them for sustaining and caring for Country for millennia. 
    

  

Read Artefact's email disclaimer 
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