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Dear Mr Anderson,

Thank you for seeking advice from Heritage NSW regarding the above State Significant
Infrastructure Response to Submissions. Thank you for the continued opportunity to comment on
the project.

Following review of the Response to Submissions, Heritage NSW has identified that key comments
provided on the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) have not been fully resolved. Heritage NSW
recommends that Planning requires the proponent address the issues provided in Attachment A.
Please note that until these issues are resolved, Heritage NSW cannot provide further advice on the
adequacy of the assessment.

Please note that the above comments relate only to Aboriginal cultural heritage regulation matters.
If you have any questions about this correspondence, please contact James Cole, Senior
Assessments Officer at Heritage NSW on (02) 9873 8500 or
heritagemailbox@environment.nsw.gov.au

Yours sincerely,

Alison Lamond

Strategic Manager - Major Projects

Heritage NSW

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water
19 June 2025
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Attachment A - Detailed Aboriginal cultural heritage advice

Proposed works

1.

The updated Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment (ACHA) does not capture the entirety of
the revised proposal footprint presented in Figure 3.1 of the Submissions Report. Please review
and update the ACHA to include the entirety of the proposed works area.

Consultation

2.

Section 2.4.1 of the ACHA states that concerns were raised by Registered Aboriginal Parties
(RAPs) regarding the proposed survey methodology but does not detail what these concerns
were or how they were resolved. Please provide additional detail regarding consultation on the
survey methodology, including relevant consultation documentation. Noting that some
comments and responses may be considered confidential, these can be provided directly to
Heritage NSW where relevant.

Archaeological assessment

3. Figure 7.58 of the ACHA includes survey tracks from both Austral Archaeology and the previous

consultant on the project. It is noted that these records do not demonstrate that the access track
to the east of the proposed Hartwood Weir Regulator has been surveyed. Please:

a. Provide additional information to show that this access track has been subject to
archaeological assessment, justification for the lack of need to assess this area or undertake
additional survey to assess this area.

b. Update the ACHA to include assessment of, and management measures for, Aboriginal
Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS) sites # 54-3-0026 and # 54-3-0029, both
of which are mapped in close proximity to this access track in Figure 10.1 of the ACHA.

As previously requested, please include mapping that outlines the existing disturbance within
each of the study areas.

Figures 8.1 to 8.5 of the ACHA provide archaeological sensitivity mapping for the study area,
identifying areas of low and high sensitivity, while Section 9.3 of the assessment states that the
Hartwood Weir, Forest Creek Block Bank, and Wanganella Weir study areas are considered to
have moderate archaeological potential. It is unclear how these assessments relate to each
other or to the potential for subsurface deposits to be present in the vicinity of these areas and
the potential depth of any deposit. Please update the ACHA to:

a. Include a clear assessment of subsurface archaeological potential for the entirety of the
study area, including mapping of the extent of any areas containing Potential Archaeological
Deposit (PAD), and explanation of how PAD boundaries were defined (i.e., landform, soil
landscape). This should include consideration of PAD associated with sites recorded in close
proximity to the study area as noted below.

b. Ensure that any areas of PAD are reflected in the impact assessment and proposed
mitigation measures in sections 9 and 10, and exclusion zones and salvage areas provided in
Figures 10.1 and 10.2, noting that:
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i. Areas of archaeological sensitivity for some sites recorded within the study area (such as
Hartwood Hearth / AHIMS # 54-3-0061) do not appear to match proposed exclusion
zones and salvage areas.

ii. Proposed exclusion zones and salvage areas for sites recorded outside of the study area
(such as Hartwood Weir Earth Mound 2 / AHIMS # 54-3-0056 and Forest Creek Block
Bank Earth Mound 1/ AHIMS # 54-3-0058) extend into the study area which, along with
the recorded dimensions of each site, suggests that PAD associated with these sites may
extend into the study area.

c. Define the area of archaeological potential associated with Hartwood Weir Scarred Tree and
PAD / AHIMS # 54-3-0055.

Please note that commentary from Heritage NSW on the EIS regarding test excavations remains
relevant.

Section 7.1 of the ACHA provides additional information on the determination of a previously
recorded hearth site within the Hartwood Weir access track and culvert survey area as being of
non-Aboriginal origin, but does not include similar discussion for two previously identified hearth
sites in the Wanganella Weir southern access track survey area. As previously requested, please
update the assessment to include additional information on the assessment of these two sites.

Based on a review of the updated mapping provided in the ACHA, it appears that a number of
sites may be recorded more than once on the AHIMS register. Where this has occurred, please:

a. Update sections 9 and 10 of the assessment to clearly identify which sites have duplicate
recordings, with any relevant AHIMS site numbers included, to ensure that there is clarity
regarding the impacts of the proposed works.

b. Update AHIMS site cards as relevant to identify any duplicate site recordings.

Mitigation measures

8.

10.

Update the assessment to include a clear and consistent approach to sites identified in close
proximity to the study area. For example, it is noted that Forest Creek Block Bank Scarred Tree 3
/ AHIMS # 54-3-0034 is identified and assessed in sections 9 and 10 of the assessment, but that
AHIMS # 54-3-0026, AHIMS # 54-3-0029, AHIMS # 54-2-0251, and AHIMS # 54-2-0252 are not
included in this assessment, despite being in similar proximity to the study area.

Please update mapping in Section 10 of the ACHA to differentiate between proposed exclusion
zones and proposed salvage areas.

The Updated Mitigation Measures provided in Appendix A of the Submissions Report do not
match the recommendations of the ACHA regarding the management of Forest Creek Block
Bank Scarred Tree 4 (AHIMS # 54-3-0057) and Wanganella Weir Scarred Tree 3 (AHIMS # 54-2-
0264). Please review and update these mitigation measures to ensure consistency in the project
documentation.
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