
 

1 
 

 

 

 

 

6 August 2025 

 

 

Andrew McIntyre 

Principal Planning Officer 

Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure 

4 Parramatta Square, 12 Darcy Street 

Parramatta NSW 2150 

 

 

Response to Submissions for Sundown Solar Farm (SSD-8911) – DPHI Requests for 
Information July 2025 

 

Dear Andrew 

Thank you for your review of our Response to Submissions (RtS) package issued by Recurrent 
Energy to Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI) for the Sundown Solar Farm 
Project (SSD-8911) in June 2025.  

On 17 July 2025, DPHI requested additional information on a few aspects related to the RtS to 
which clarifications are provided below. 
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DPHI’s request for additional information  
(July 2025) 

Response 

1. Evidence that water is available and 
can be provided for the project. That is, 
confirmation from Water NSW that 
existing or proposed bores are able to 
be used for construction/operation, or 
alternatively, confirmation from other 
water source operators that water can 
be transported to the site.  

Availability of water 
The Groundwater Supply Options and Impact Assessment that was appended to the RtS 
confirms (with standard limitations) that the existing onsite bore (GW971316) has the 
capacity to provide ~50% of the project’s water needs during construction. The use of this 
bore for these volumes would not impact other bores or the aquifer. The Assessment also 
identified that the remaining water could be provided by additional bores or via off site 
resources.  
 
Recurrent Energy has received written confirmation from Inverell Shire Council that 50% of 
the water required for the project can be sourced from Council’s standpipe supplies 
(Attachment A).  
 
Approvability  
It is understood that Water NSW is the issuing authority for permit approvals and DCCEEW is 
the authority for assessment approvals against water sharing plans. 
 
From discussions with DPHI, it is understood that the EIS would have been referred to Water 
NSW as part of the exhibition of the document in 2023 and the RtS would have been referred 
to Water NSW in 2025. Recurrent Energy are not aware of any submissions from Water NSW 
in relation to the EIS or the RtS. 
 
It is expected that the change of use of the existing bore from stock and domestic purposes 
to commercial use (as well as any new bore) will be via normal application process.  
 
For further assurance that the bore can be for commercial use, Recurrent Energy’s 
consultant (EMM Consulting) is currently engaging with Water NSW and DCCEEW to confirm 
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DPHI’s request for additional information  
(July 2025) 

Response 

that proposed change of use application would be approvable. The outcomes of this 
consultation will be forwarded to DPHI as soon as it becomes available.  

2. Copies of response from each Council 
regarding use of on-street parking 
spaces for OSOM movements.  

Recurrent Energy confirms that each of the four Councils has provided written confirmation 
that they accept the proposed OSOM movement through their LGAs including the use of 
parking spaces: 
 

• Upper Hunter Shire Council 
• Warrumbungle Shire Council 
• Moree Plains Shire Council 
• Gwydir Shire Council 

 
This confirmation is provided as Attachment B. 
 
In addition to this correspondence, the OSOM movement will require an application with the 
National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) which will include additional consultation with 
these Councils and road authorities (e.g. TfNSW). 

3. Evidence of land owners consent for 
the Crown land acquisition required for 
the Gwydir Highway/Spring Mountain 
Road intersection upgrade. 

Recurrent Energy has received land owners consent from Crown Lands in relation to the 
acquisition required for the Gwydir Highway/Spring Mountain Road intersection upgrade 
(Attachment C). 
 
It is noted that this correspondence mentions that the preferred option for acquiring the 
small sections of Crown land needed for the intersection upgrade would be under the Land 
Acquisition (Just Terms Compensation) Act 1991. 
 
It has been confirmed that Inverell Shire Council will be the road authority that acquires this 
Crown Land. Recurrent Energy will undertake this acquisition on behalf of Council.  
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DPHI’s request for additional information  
(July 2025) 

Response 

4. Evidence of consultation with local 
Council/land owner(s) and their 
support for local shuttle bus pick 
up/drop off locations. 

Recurrent Energy have corresponded with Inverell Shire Council and Glen Innes Severn 
Council to clarify that the Sundown Solar Farm shuttle bus will pick up and drop off workers 
from their accommodation.  
 
Therefore, no dedicated shuttle bus pick up/drop off location as a ‘park and ride’ system will 
be required.  
Recurrent Energy has received written confirmation from Glen Innes Severn Council that it 
accepts this proposal (Attachment D).  
 
Recurrent Energy will forward similar correspondence from Inverell Shire Council when 
received -(expected week commencing 11 August 2025 due to staff leave).  

5. Detailed confirmation that the traffic 
count data taken over two days meets 
the objectives of section 5.3 of the 
TfNSW's Traffic Modelling Guidelines. 

The Traffic Engineer from EMM Consulting who completed the Traffic Impact Assessment 
has confirmed that the intersection traffic survey was undertaken in accordance with the 
objectives of Section 5.3 of TfNSW's Traffic Modelling Guidelines.  
 
The survey dates and times were selected to represent baseline traffic during peak times on 
a typical weekday. Specific details confirming that these meet the requirements of Section 
5.3 of TfNSW's Traffic Modelling Guidelines are as follows: 

Event Date Time Weather Within 
School 
Holiday 
Period? 

During a 
Covid 
lockdown? 

During a 
public 
holiday? 

Any traffic 
incidents?  

Survey Day 1 
– afternoon 
peak 

Wednesday 
2 June 2021 

1600 - 
1800 

Typical June 
weather for the 
region. 
Rain with a 
maximum of 6oC. 

No No No None observed  

Survey Day 2 
– morning 
peak 

Thursday  
3 June 2021 

0700 – 
0900 

Typical June 
weather for the 
region. 
Rain with a 
maximum of 7oC. 

No No No None observed  
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DPHI’s request for additional information  
(July 2025) 

Response 

 
In line with the modelling guidelines, the survey sample for morning and afternoon peak (as 
used above) is sufficient for analysis in the SIDRA model. It should be noted that as a 
conservative approach, the SIDRA model also automatically adds additional volumes as a 
contingency to the input traffic volumes in the model to calculate the result. The traffic 
modelling for Sundown applied the default value 5% and so has added a buffer to the traffic 
count data.  
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We believe that above provides adequate clarification to the issues raised by DPHI, noting we will 
forward the two remaining items requested as soon as we receive them:  

• Confirmation from Water NSW and DCCEEW that the proposed change in use would be ap-
provable 

• Confirmation from Inverell Shire Council that it accepts the shuttle bus proposal.  
 

Please contact me if you require any further details.  

 

Best Regards 

 

Angus King 
Senior Manager – Planning  
 

 

• Attachment A - Correspondence from Inverell Shire Council confirming availability of water.  

• Attachment B - Correspondence from four Councils confirming acceptance of proposed 
OSOM movement through their LGAs. 

• Attachment C - Land owners consent from Crown Lands 

• Attachment D - Confirmation from Glen Innes Severn Council that it accepts the shuttle bus 
proposal  
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Attachment A: 
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Attachment B: 
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Attachment C: 
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Attachment D: 
 

 
 
 










