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Our ref: DOC22/811296-10 
Your ref: SSD-9351535 
 

Ms Megan Fu 

Principal Planner, Social and Infrastructure 
Assessments 
Infrastructure Assessments 
Planning and Assessment Division 
Department of Planning and Environment 
megan.fu@planning.nsw.gov.au  

 

 

  

 

Dear Ms Fu 

 
John Hunter Hospital Health and Innovation Precinct  Project (SSD-9351535 MOD 2) – 
Vegetation Clearing – Review of the Response to Sub missions Report  

I refer to your e-mail dated 12 September 2022 in which the Planning and Assessment Division 
(P&A) of the Department of Planning and Environment (the Department) invited Biodiversity and 
Conservation Division (BCD) of the Department to provide advice in relation to the John Hunter 
Hospital Health and Innovation Precinct Modification 2 Tree Clearing Project (SSD-9351535 MOD 
2). Advice was sought in relation to the Response to Submissions, including BCD’s advice in the 
letter dated 2 September 2022. Your request included a letter by Umwelt (Australia) Pty Limited 
dated 9 September that dealt specifically with BCD’s recommendations. Umwelt (Australia) Pty 
Limited also contacted BCD directly on 9 September 2022 and provided a link to background data 
to the revised Biodiversity Development Assessment Report (BDAR) for the project. 

BCD has reviewed the new data provided by the proponent in relation to the biodiversity assessment 
and save for two matters is satisfied with the additional information provided. BCD recommends that: 

• Figure 2.1 ‘Biodiversity Features’ in the ‘John Hunter Health Innovation precinct Project: 
Biodiversity Management Plan’ (dated 7 April 2022) by Umwelt (Australia) Pty Limited is 
updated to include the new record of Corybas dowlingii, and that 

• further details are provided of the relevant experience of the staff involved in the BDAR are 
provided in order to meet all of the requirements of Table 24 of the BAM 2020. BCD 
recommends that the format in Section ii ‘Details and experience of author/s contributors’ in 
the BDAR template - https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-
publications/publications-search/guidance-for-the-biodiversity-development-assessment-
report-template is followed.  
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If you have any questions about this advice, please contact Robert Gibson, Senior Regional 
Biodiversity Conservation Officer, via huntercentralcoast@environment.nsw.gov.au or 02 4927 
3154. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

KAREN THUMM 
Acting Senior Team Leader Planning 
Hunter Central Coast Branch 
Biodiversity and Conservation Division 

23 September 2022 


