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          dsca 
dominic steele consulting archaeology 

21 Macgregor Street, Croydon, NSW 
E: dsca@outlook.com.au 

M: 0411 88 4232 

25 February 2026 

Raymond Raad 
2A Gregory Place Pty Ltd 
E: raymond@raad.com.au 

2A Gregory Place Rosehill Updated Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment 

Heritage NSW – detailed Aboriginal cultural heritage advice 

Dear Raymond 

Please find below our response to the detailed Aboriginal cultural heritage advice that has been provided 

by Heritage NSW (January 2026) from their review of our Updated Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment 

Report (June 2025). 

Aboriginal Community Consultation 

1. Heritage NSW notes that the last recorded consultation with the Registered Aboriginal Parties 

(RAPs) was in 2022. Heritage NSW requires that consultation with RAPs is continuous and under 

our policy and guidelines, breaks in consultation of over six months may not constitute 

continuous consultation. Please outline how continuous consultation has been maintained 

with RAPs throughout this assessment. 

2. In accordance with the Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation requirements for proponents 

2010 (Consultation Guidelines), please provide all consultation records (including all letters 

and email correspondence and a consultation log ) undertaken for the project. 

We have developed our Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report (ACHAR) in consultation with 

Aboriginal people in accordance with current guidelines (National Parks and Wildlife Regulation 2019; 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for Proponents 2010. Part 6 National Parks & 

Wildlife Act 1974 [DECCW 2010]). Our ACHAR recommends the following proposed management of the 

potential Aboriginal archaeological resources at the site and these management recommendations have 

been reviewed by and endorsed by the Project RAPs. 

o The findings and recommendations of future contamination assessment and building demolition 

planning for the 2A Gregory Place site be provided to the project RAPs.  
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o An archaeological research design and test excavation methodology for the 2A Gregory Place site 

will be developed in consultation with the projects RAPs that is based on the results of 

contamination assessment and consideration of demolition planning.  

The Updated ACHAR (June 2025) was not sent to the Project RAPs at this time, as it accompanied a request 

to the Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure to Amend the project. This request to Amend 

the project was granted in December 2025. Due to this, we have subsequently provided each of the Project 

RAPs an outline of the current development planning status of the project and a copy of the Updated 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report. We have also advised the RAPs of what HNSW have 

recently requested (as per this detailed Aboriginal cultural heritage advice) and our commitment to 

keeping the Project RAPs more regularly informed of project developments, given the considerable time 

delays that are inherent in the SSD design review and approval process.  

A summary of the Aboriginal community consultation we have undertaken with the Project RAPs to develop 

the project ACHAR, a consultation log, and copies of the Aboriginal community correspondence we have 

received to support the ACHAR are appended (Attachment A). 

Archaeological Assessment 

3. Please provide an updated Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS) 

search. AHIMS searches are only valid for a period of 12 months. 

Updated AHIMS searches for the 2A Gregory Place site and updated maps showing previous site locations 

have been completed and are appended Attachment B (Client Services ID 1087864, 2 February 2026). 

4. Heritage NSW understand that the level of subsurface disturbance within the project area is 

currently not fully understood, and that additional detailed contamination assessment is 

recommended to inform an updated assessment of archaeological potential. To inform the 

management of Aboriginal cultural heritage within the project area however, a preliminary 

assessment of archaeological potential is required, as informed by current understanding of 

disturbance and contamination. 

Accordingly, please update the ACHAR to include a map of areas of Potential Archaeological 

Deposit. The preliminary archaeological assessment should be updated following completion 

of additional contamination assessment and testing, with any PAD registered on AHIMS. 

We agree that the ACHAR is to be updated following the completion of additional assessment and 

testing. The draft map of known disturbance and preliminary areas of PAD (Attachment C). This will be 

updated following the completion of additional contamination assessment and archaeological testing 

at the site, and registration of any PAD identified onto AHIMS. 
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5. Based on the findings of the additional contamination assessment, the ACHAR should specify 

mitigation measures for areas with minimal or no disturbance and contamination, as well as 

tailored mitigation for areas identified as contaminated. 

When the findings of the additional contamination are available, we will consult with the Project RAPS 

to develop an archaeological research design and test excavation methodology that updates the 

ACHAR and outlines mitigation measures for areas with minimal or no disturbance and contamination 

and for contaminated area. 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan 

6. Please update the ACHAR to include a recommendation for preparation of an Aboriginal 

Cultural Heritage Management Plan (ACHMP) to guide the management of Aboriginal cultural 

heritage within the project area, including any future archaeological investigations. 

When the findings of the additional contamination are available, we will update the ACHAR in consultation 

with the project RAPs with a recommendation that an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan 

(ACHMP) be prepared to guide the management of Aboriginal cultural heritage at the site, including future 

archaeological investigations. 

Sincerely 

 

_____________ 

dominic steele 
dominic steele consulting archaeology 

25 February 2026 
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Attachment A 

Aboriginal community consultation summary, consultation log, and correspondence 
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2A Gregory Place Aboriginal community consultation summary 

The DPE in administering its statutory functions under Part 6 of the NPW Act requires that the Proponent 

consult with Aboriginal people about the Aboriginal cultural heritage values (cultural significance) of 

Aboriginal objects and/or places within any given development area in accordance with Clause 80c of the 

NSW National Parks and Wildlife Regulation 2019.  

Aboriginal community consultation aims to ensure that Aboriginal people have the opportunity to speak 

about the cultural significance and values of Aboriginal objects and/or places  and by (DECCW 2010a): 

o Influencing the design of the method to assess cultural and scientific significance of Aboriginal 

objects and/or places  

o Contributing to the development of cultural heritage management options and recommendations 

for any Aboriginal objects and/or places within the proposed subject area 

o Commenting on draft assessment reports before they are submitted by the Proponent to the DPE 

The Aboriginal community engagement and consultation for this ACHAR have followed the Aboriginal 

Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for Proponents 2010 (DECCW 2010) that outline a four-stage 

consultation process.  

o Stage 1 – Notification of project proposal and registration of interest 

o Stage 2 – Presentation of information about the proposed project 

o Stage 3 – Gathering information about the cultural significance 

o Stage 4 – Review of draft cultural heritage assessment report 

The approach and outcomes of the Aboriginal community consultation that has been undertaken for the 

development of this ACHAR. 

Stage 1 Consultation 

Notifications and registrations of interest 

At the initiation of the project (May 2022) a public notice for the proposal was placed in the Koori Mail) and 

a list of Aboriginal people and government agencies to notify of the project was also sought from and was 

provided by Heritage NSW.1 Government agencies notified of the proposal included the Office of the 

Registrar, Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983, National Native Title Tribunal, and Native Title Services Corp. 

Ryde is situated within the administration boundaries of Deerubbin Local Aboriginal Land Council (DLALC). 

We also notified Metropolitan and Gandangara Local Aboriginal Land Councils. We also wrote to each of 

the sixty-four (64) groups and individuals on an Aboriginal consultation list provided by HNSW and invited 

expressions of interest from people about helping develop the Project ACHAR. Expressions of interest were 

received from nineteen (19) groups and individuals that are tabled in the consultation log. 

 
1 Received 21 April 2022.  
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Acknowledgement emails were sent to all respondents to confirm registration had been received. Each 

respondent was thanked for their expressions of interest and each were invited to attend a meeting to be 

convened by the Proponent to talk about the proposed development and the potential opportunities and 

constraints that development may have for Aboriginal cultural heritage.  

Prior to convening an on-site meeting with the Aboriginal community, the Proponent provided the Project 

RAP’s with information about the proposed redevelopment.  This included concepts for future built form 

and communal open-space, landscape design and character concepts, and an environmental strategy for 

the site and its interface with Clay Cliff Creek.   

Stage 2 and 3 Consultation 

ACHAR consultation meeting 

An on-site meeting with the Project RAP’s to discuss the redevelopment project and start the dialogue 

about the Aboriginal cultural heritage values of the place was held on 12 May 2022.   

This meeting gave the Proponent an opportunity to meet the community and to present to them the vision 

for the project and for the project team to overview their respective roles and to invite discussion around 

design and operational elements of the project.  

Yerrabingin gave an Acknowledgement of Country to pay respect to the traditional custodians of the land 

and to recognise the continuing connection of Aboriginal people to Country.  Yerrabingin also talked to the 

community about the future design framework for the land.  The Fulcrum Agency talked with the 

community about their role in assisting in the projects response to the Connecting with Country Draft 

Framework which is a government initiative and its aims to increase awareness and understanding of the 

value of Aboriginal knowledge in the design and planning of places.  The Fulcrum Agency also developed 

and invited discussion on design frameworks opportunities and Forward Thinking talked to the community 

about the social impact of the project.   

DSCA talked with the community about the Aboriginal history and heritage of Parramatta and Harris Park 

and the Aboriginal heritage landscape position of the 2A Gregory Place site on the back plain of the 

Parramatta River and on the alignment of Clay Cliff Creek. The potential archaeological sensitivity of the 

site was discussed using geotechnical bore-logs that show the types of deposits that occur below ground 

across the site, and which also illustrate the nature of subsurface disturbance that occurred when the 

factory was built.  The findings of preliminary contaminations assessment of the site were also discussed. 

Key messages received from the Aboriginal groups during these discussions included: 

Following the meeting, the project team compiled the notes summarised below into themes to capture 

conversations that were held during the discussions.  Meeting minutes were provided to each of the Project 

RAP’s following the meeting and provided to each of the RAPs who did not attend the meeting. 
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Key discussion points were: 

• Housing affordability 

• Project governance  

• Economic development opportunities 

• Design opportunities 

• Caring for Country 

• Cultural landscape and archaeology  

Housing affordability 

• Consensus on the importance of providing affordable housing for Aboriginal residents.   

• Agreement that housing supply that caters for single man and women, and young families, and 
older generations on fixed incomes is an important initiative of the proposed redevelopment. 

• Commitment sought for Proponent to enable development to provide percentage of affordable 
housing for Aboriginal people, to continue to work with Deerubbin Local Aboriginal Land Council 
on issue and consider partnerships with Aboriginal housing providers. 

Project governance  

• RAP’s asked how best to ensure Aboriginal community input occurs across the project life cycle.  
Proponent confirmed decision making will occur at several points, including determination of 
housing mix as well as design decisions, use of Aboriginal Language, and cultural interpretation. 

• Proponent to establish project task group that includes Aboriginal community representatives 
with decision-making capacity, and to resource group appropriately with administration support 
and with renumeration. 

Economic development opportunities 

• The project life cycle includes concept design, future construction and delivery, and ongoing care 
and maintenance and the RAP’s expressed interest in training and employment opportunities that 
may be available to Aboriginal enterprises. 

Design opportunities 

• Develop a framework for inclusion of public art in design, landscape with planting to connect back 
with Country, and embed and tell cultural history and heritage stories within development. 

Caring for Country 

• When buildings are constructed, opportunities for ongoing care and maintenance of development 
by Aboriginal people be explored to facilitate access and care to Country. 

Cultural landscape and archaeology  

• RAP’s noted site covered by buildings with no natural ground exposed, and unresolved 
contamination issues needed to be addressed. 
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• RAP’s expressed consensus view that there was potential for proposal to impact Aboriginal 
objects protected by the NPW Act, and site should be test excavated. 

• The Aboriginal history and heritage of the land should be acknowledged and respected. 

• Aboriginal community request to be shown how the future open space within the development is 
to be designed and will appear when constructed.  

• There should be opportunities in the new development to tell Aboriginal stories pertinent to the 
local area, and opportunities for the use of Aboriginal art in storytelling. 

ACHAR review and outcomes 

A draft of this report was provided to each of the Project RAPs for review and comment prior to finalization.  

The table below summarizes the key cultural advice and recommendations that were shared by the Project 

RAP’s and the correspondence that has been received for this report is appended along with a schedule of 

the Aboriginal community stakeholder consultation that has been completed while preparing this ACHAR. 

Aboriginal community group Aboriginal cultural heritage values and advice 

Corroboree Aboriginal Corporation 

 

Corroboree Aboriginal Corporation believe soils under factory may contain 
Aboriginal artefacts and should be archaeologically tested.   

Develop with Project Raps test excavation methodology. 

Integration of Aboriginal recognition and interpretation into future design to 
acknowledge and respect our heritage. 

Explore opportunities in new development to display Aboriginal art with Aboriginal 
stories relevant to local area. 

Corroboree Aboriginal Corporation support ACHAR and its cultural heritage 
management recommendations. 

Darug Custodian Aboriginal Corporation  

 

Darug Custodian Aboriginal Corporation advise many researchers present 
Aboriginal history from colonial perspective and/or solely from archaeological 
evidence.  These histories lack peoples stories and parts of important events and 
connections of Darug and other peoples that now call this area home. 

Parramatta is significant to Darug people because of evidence of continued 
occupation shown by significant archaeological sites in proximity. 

Landscapes and landforms are significant to Darug people because they hold 
information about how Aboriginal people’s movement through country. 

Darug sites are all connected and hold knowledge about or heritage and past 
history. Many of our sites are thousands of years old but many have also been 
destroyed by historical land use since colonisation. 

Parramatta/Harris Park and surrounding areas are significant to Darug people, 
and by doing testing and salvage archaeological investigation, we get filling of 
gaps in knowledge about out past. 

Darug Custodian Aboriginal Corporation agree with the recommendations set out 
in the ACHAR. 
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Deerubbin Local Aboriginal Land Council 

 

Deerubbin Local Aboriginal Land Council agrees and supports the ACHAR and 
recommendations for test excavation following resolution of contamination 
issues and demolition plans. 

Didge Ngunawal Aboriginal Clan 

 

Didge Ngunawal Aboriginal Clan support the ACHAR and for testing below factory 
with method developed with RAPs. 

Ginninderra Aboriginal Corporation 

 

Parramatta area has rich Aboriginal history and many culturally significant places; 
our history and heritage should be acknowledged and respected.  Protection and 
preservation of cultural heritage of great value to whole community and education 
and awareness key step towards reconciliation. 

Ginninderra Aboriginal Corporation support ACHAR and recommendations. 

Recommend restoration of habitat and planting after development. 

Acknowledge this is Aboriginal land. 

Tell stories of the area as a culturally important place and use Aboriginal art and 
Language in storytelling. 

Ensure Aboriginal  pep[le are involved in the decision making and their input is 
values throughout project. 

Kamilaroi Yankuntjatjara Working Group 

 

Tangible, intangible, and aesthetic aspects of culture need to be considered when 
assessing land.  By acknowledging Aboriginal stories of land, we continue our 
connection to country through passing on knowledge.  

Water ways play big part in cultural history and we have lost many due to 
European land use. Parramatta River - where fresh water meets salt water, is 
resource rich environment and nearby swampy wetlands used by Aboriginal 
peoples for food, medicine, and drinking water.  

Flora and fauna would have been thriving and Aboriginal people strategically look 
after land and plants and animals in a way that coexisted with the environment 
around them.  

Consider Aboriginal cultural practices to care for country, fire management a 
well-known tool to manage landscape, create ecosystems.  Aboriginal people 
have knowledge of land and how ecosystems work.   

Our modern history - has affected Aboriginal people dramatically (and we are 
thriving despite this). Aboriginal cultural groups come from all over NSW, as 
Aboriginal people were moved due to stolen generation.  Stolen generation at 
Parramatta was first where Aboriginal children away from families and placed in 
native institute and female factory to be raised like white people of time and is 
significant to our history of Parramatta.   

We recommend a cultural interpretation plan for project to educate community 
and continue passing down knowledge to younger generations achieved by native 
landscaping, edible gardens, art, digital displays, sound scape, water features.  

Kamilaroi Yankuntjatjara Working Group support ACHAR and recommendations.  

Muragadi Indigenous Heritage Corporation 

 

Muragadi Indigenous Heritage Corporation support ACHAR and 
recommendations for test excavation method to be developed with community to 
investigate and identify if Aboriginal objects are present. 
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Murrabidgee Mallangari Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Murrabidgee Mallangari Aboriginal Corporation support ACHAR and 
recommendations. 

Tocomwall Tocomwall has taken the position with all projects that they do not support 
reports or methodologies that have not been involved them in field assessment 

Woka Aboriginal Corporation 

 

Woka Aboriginal Corporation recommend following demolition of structures 
Aboriginal artefacts may be present in underlying soils and archaeological test 
investigation is recommended to ascertain this.  

Request for findings of future contamination assessments and demolition 
planning to be provided to Project RAPs for feedback. 

Development with Project Raps an archaeological research design and test 
excavation methodology based on results of contamination assessment. 

Woka Aboriginal Corporation support ACHAR and approach for testing method to 
be developed with RAPs. 

Stage 4 Consultation 

A draft of this report was provided to each of the Aboriginal community groups and individuals for review 

and comment. Advice and recommendations provided by the RAPs were incorporated into a final iteration 

of the ACHAR and this was distributed to all RAPs for final review. 

 



dsca●0411 88 4232●dsca@outlook.com.au 

2A Gregory Place Aboriginal community consultation log 

Consultation Stage Notifications, Expressions of interest & Consultation 

Stage 1: Notification & Registration of 
Expressions of Interest (April 2022) 

 

Public Notice Public notice in Koori Mail 

(No expressions of interest received from advert) 

Agency Notifications 

 

Department of Premier and Cabinet (Heritage NSW) 

Office of the Registrar, Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 

Native Title Services Corp 

Parramatta Council Aboriginal Advisory Committee 

Holroyd City Council Advisory Committee 

Aboriginal Community Notifications 

(HNSW Stakeholder List received 21 April 
2022, Doc22/323384))  

Sixty-four (64) Aboriginal community groups and 

individuals on the consultation list were notified of the 

project and invited to participate in consultation and 

to develop an ACHAR for the proposal 

Expressions of interest received from: 

AI Indigenous Aboriginal Corporation 

Amanda Hickey Cultural Services 

B N Heritage Consultants 

Corroboree Aboriginal Corporation 

Darug Custodian Aboriginal Corporation 

Didge Ngunawal Clan 

Deerubbin Local Aboriginal Land Council 

Clive Freeman 

Gunya Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Services Pty Ltd 

Kamilaroi Yankuntjatjara 

Mundawari 

Muragadi Heritage Indigenous Corporation 

Murra Bidgee Aboriginal Corporation 

Thoorga Nura 

Tocomwall 

Waawaa Awaa Aboriginal Corporation 

Widescope Aboriginal Corporation 

Woka Aboriginal Corporation 

  

Stage 2: Presentation of Project & Proposed 
ACHAR Methodology (May 2022) 

ACHAR consultation meeting held at 2A 
Gregory Place 12 May 2022 

Expressions of interest received from: 

AI Indigenous Aboriginal Corporation 

Amanda Hickey Cultural Services 
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 Corroboree Aboriginal Corporation 

Darug Custodian Aboriginal Corporation 

Didge Ngunawal Clan 

Deerubbin Local Aboriginal Land Council 

Kamilaroi Yankuntjatjara 

Muragadi Heritage Indigenous Corporation 

Murra Bidgee Aboriginal Corporation 

Widescope Aboriginal Corporation 

Woka Aboriginal Corporation 

Stage 3: Gathering & Sharing Information on 
Cultural Significance and Management (May 
2022) 

Distribution of meeting minutes and Draft ACHAR to all RAPs 

Cultural advice sought on research findings 

Ditto on approach for testing following contamination assessment 

Stage 4: Review of Draft Cultural Heritage 
Assessment Report (June 2022) 

Distribution of final version of  ACHAR to RAPs 
and completion of Final ACHAR  

Final ACHAR iteration with RAP advice and recommendations 
included distributed to all RAPs for review 
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2A Gregory Place Aboriginal community correspondence  
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Attachment B 

AHIMS data (Client Services ID 1087864 – 2 February 2026) 
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Attachment C 

2A Gregory Place Harris Park - Preliminary Aboriginal Archaeological Disturbance and PAD Plan 
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2A Gregory Place Harris Park - Preliminary Aboriginal Archaeological Disturbance Map and Potential 
Archaeological Deposit Plan 

 

 


