
Department of Planning, Housing & Infrastructure (Parramatta)
Locked Bag 5022,
PARRAMATTA NSW 2124
Australia

Your reference: SSD-50972718
Our reference: DA20240904003634-EIS & DA 
Exhibition-1 
                        

ATTENTION: Thomas Bertwistle Date: Friday 20 September 2024

Dear Sir/Madam,

Development Application
State Significant Development – EIS & DA Exhibition – Warehouse or Distribution Centre
Wallgrove Business Hub 97 Wallgrove Road Cecil Park NSW 2178, 25/4/DP2954, 24//DP1152887

I refer to your correspondence regarding the above proposal which was received by the NSW Rural Fire Service
on 04/09/2024.

Asset Protection Zones
The intent of measure is to provide sufficient space and maintain reduced fuel loads to ensure radiant heat 
levels at the buildings are below critical limits and prevent direct flame contact.
 
1. At the issue of a subdivision certificate and in perpetuity, the entire site with an exception of the area 
identified as 'Woodland' within the proposed lot 3 in Figure 4: Bushfire Hazard Analysis and Bushfire Attack Level 
(BAL) of the submitted bush fire report prepared by Peterson Bushfire (dated: 27 February 2024 and Ref: 23050) 
must be managed as an inner protection area in accordance with the requirements of Appendix 4 of Planning for
Bush Fire Protection 2019.
When establishing and maintaining an inner protection area, the following requirements apply:

● tree canopy cover should be less than 15% at maturity;
● trees at maturity should not touch or overhang the building;
● lower limbs should be removed up to a height of 2 m above the ground;
● tree canopies should be separated by 2 to 5 m;
● preference should be given to smooth-barked and evergreen trees;
● large discontinuities or gaps in the shrubs layer should be provided to slow down or break the progress 

of fire towards buildings;
● shrubs should not be located under trees;
● shrubs should not form more than 10% ground cover;
● clumps of shrubs should be separated from exposed windows and doors by a distance of at least twice 

the height of the vegetation;
● grass should be kept mown (as a guide, grass should be kept to no more than 100mm in height); and
● leaves and vegetation debris should be removed regularly.

 

1

Postal address 

NSW Rural Fire Service
Locked Bag 17 
GRANVILLE  NSW  2142

Street address 

NSW Rural Fire Service
4 Murray Rose Ave
SYDNEY OLYMPIC PARK  NSW  2127

T (02) 8741 5555
F (02) 8741 5550
www.rfs.nsw.gov.au



2. Landscaping within the required asset protection zone must comply with Appendix 4 of Planning for Bush Fire 
Protection 2019. In this regard, the following principles are to be incorporated:

● A minimum 1 metre wide area (or to the property boundary where the setbacks are less than 1 metre), 
suitable for pedestrian traffic, must be provided around the immediate curtilage of the building;

● Planting is limited in the immediate vicinity of the building;
● Planting does not provide a continuous canopy to the building (i.e. trees or shrubs are isolated or located

in small clusters);
● Landscape species are chosen to ensure tree canopy cover is less than 15% (IPA), and less than 30% 

(OPA) at maturity and trees do no touch or overhang buildings;
● Avoid species with rough fibrous bark, or which retain/shed bark in long strips or retain dead material in 

their canopies;
● Use smooth bark species of trees species which generally do not carry a fire up the bark into the crown;
● Avoid planting of deciduous species that may increase fuel at surface/ ground level (i.e. leaf litter);
● Avoid climbing species to walls and pergolas:
● Locate combustible materials such as woodchips/mulch, flammable fuel stores away from the building;
● Locate combustible structures such as garden sheds, pergolas and materials such as timber garden 

furniture away from the building; and
● Low flammability vegetation species are used.

 
Access - Public Roads
The intent of measure is to provide safe operational access to structures and water supply for emergency 
services, while residents are seeking to evacuate from an area.
 
3. Access roads must comply with the following general requirements of Table 5.3b of Planning for Bush Fire 
Protection 2019 and the following:

● traffic management devices are constructed to not prohibit access by emergency services vehicles;
● maximum grades for sealed roads do not exceed 15 degrees and an average grade of not more than 10 

degrees or other gradient specified by road design standards, whichever is the lesser gradient;
● dead end roads are not recommended, but if unavoidable, are not more than 200 metres in length, 

incorporate a minimum 12 metres outer radius turning circle, and are clearly sign posted as a dead end;
● where kerb and guttering is provided on perimeter roads, roll top kerbing should be used to the hazard 

side of the road;
● one way only public access roads are no less than 3.5 metres wide and have designated parking bays 

with hydrants located outside of these areas to ensure accessibility to reticulated water for fire 
suppression;

● the capacity of perimeter and non-perimeter road surfaces and any bridges/causeways is sufficient to 
carry fully loaded firefighting vehicles (up to 23 tonnes); bridges/causeways are to clearly indicate load 
rating;

● hydrants are located outside of parking reserves and road carriageways to ensure accessibility to 
reticulated water for fire suppression;

● hydrants are provided in accordance with the relevant clauses of AS 2419.1: 2021 - Fire hydrant 
installations System design, installation and commissioning; and

● there is suitable access for a Category 1 fire appliance to within 4m of the static water supply where no 
reticulated supply is available.

 
4. Non-perimeter roads must comply with the general requirements of Table 5.3b of Planning for Bush Fire 
Protection 2019 and the following:

● minimum 5.5m carriageway width kerb to kerb;
● parking is provided outside of the carriageway width;
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● hydrants are located clear of parking areas;
● curves of roads have a minimum inner radius of 6m;
● the road crossfall does not exceed 3 degrees; and
● a minimum vertical clearance of 4m to any overhanging obstructions, including tree branches, is 

provided.
 
Water and Utility Services
The intent of measure is to provide adequate services of water for the protection of buildings during and after 
the passage of a bush fire, and to locate gas and electricity so as not to contribute to the risk of fire to a 
building.
 
5. The provision of water, electricity and gas must comply with Table 5.3c of Planning for Bush Fire Protection 
2019.
 
General Advice – Consent Authority to Note

● The proposed lots are assessed to be capable of accommodating Asset Protection Zones to locate future 
warehouses outside potential flame contact. As such, it is recommended that the future warehouses are 
located outside potential flame contact.

● The above advise is for the subdivision of the land only. Any further development application may be 
subject to separate application under section 1.14 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 and address the requirements of Planning for Bush Fire Protection 2019.

● The NSW RFS was not able to verify the slope assessment set out in the bush fire report submitted with 
the application. The NSW RFS has therefore undertaken an independent assessment of the proposal to 
determine compliance with Planning for Bush Fire Protection 2019.

For any queries regarding this correspondence, please contact Surbhi Chhabra on 1300 NSW RFS.

Yours sincerely,

Kalpana Varghese
Supervisor Development Assessment & Plan
Built & Natural Environment
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