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Our reference:  P-341924-Q9N1 
Contact:  Kathryn Saunders 
Telephone:  (02) 4732 8567 
 
 
10 August 2022 
  
 
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
Attn: Giles Bloxham 
 
Email: giles.bloxham@dpie.nsw.gov.au 
 
Dear Giles, 
 
Eastern Creek REP Throughput Increase – Environmental Impact Statement 
– SSD-11606719 
 
Thank you for providing Council with the opportunity to comment on the 

proposed State Significant Development (SSD) application.  The following advice 

is provided for your consideration. 

 
1. Planning Considerations 

The Project Site is located within the Blacktown Local Government Area. 

 

The development site shares its catchment with areas of Penrith and 

impacts from the development including those related to water and air 

quality, noise and traffic have the potential to impact residents and services 

within Penrith LGA. 

 

As part of its assessment the Department of Planning and Environment 

(DPE) is urged to review and respond to any environmental outcomes of the 

development which may result in negative regional impacts. 

 

Architectural Plans 

Any extension of car parking shall be provided with canopy tree planting in 

sustainable locations (such as with in 1.5m wide blister islands) placed to 

increase amenity, and to reduce heat loading and heat island impacts.  

Canopy planting shall be at 6 car parking space intervals and shall be 

staggered. 

 

A significant area of hard surface is being introduced and this must be offset 

with significant volumes of tree, shrub and ground cover plantings 

throughout the development site. 

 

Landscaping 

The Landscaping plans are to be amended to increase the areas proposed 

for planting at the site.  Landscaped blisters shall be no less than 1.5m in 

width. 
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Clustering of trees, shrubs and native grassed are to be included along the 

frontages and existing plantings including street tree planting refreshed and 

supplemented where required. 

 

Sustainability and Ecologically Sustainable Development (ESD) 

The application shall result in the delivery of sustainable design measures 

such as solar panels, WSUD features, water storage and re-use facilities 

and Council recommends that DPE seek the lodgment of an ESD Report 

which lists the measures delivered by the project and that conditions of 

consent are included to ensure installation. 

 

It is mentioned at 3.3.10 of the Environmental Impact Statement that the 

development may provide solar panels. This is to be confirmed and 

conditioned to ensure installation and connection.  

 

Opportunities for rainwater harvesting and re-use are to be realised. 

 

Amenities 

The EIS includes that the proposal will require an additional 20 full time 

equivalent (FTE) employees within MPC1 and MPC2 and 50 FTE for the 

Maintenance and Manufacturing Workshop taking the total number of staff 

up to 254 people (160 staff on site at any one time), with staffing dispersed 

across the site as is indicated in the EIS excerpt below. 

 

 
 

Given this significant increase in staff, it is recommended that greater detail 

is to be provided to DPE in relation to the staff amenities and facilities.  This 

is to ensure that minimum standards/requirements are achieved and can be 

maintained.   

 

The proposed staff amenities areas appear to be undersized and suboptimal 

in design. 

 

Staff areas and amenities must be high quality, clean and conveniently 

located (including for heavy vehicle drivers, dock office and maintenance 

staff).   

 



 

3 
 

Staff areas are to be provided with hand wash facilities outside the 

wc/lunch/break room doors.   

 

High amenity areas for changing, lockers, break rooms, first aid, showering, 

and hand and face cleaning including emergency eyewash facilities are to 

be provided in proximity to where workers operate and are to be sufficient in 

their scale and design to accommodate the volume of staff and any access 

needs.   

 

It is recommended that DPE inspect the current operations including staff 

lunch/break areas/amenities, to enable an understanding of what the current 

situation is. 

 

Signage and wayfinding 

Signage is to be installed which will clearly direct staff and visitors, including 

emergency services to various areas of the site. 

 

2. Environmental Considerations 
 

As the assessing and Appropriate Regulatory Authority (ARA), NSW EPA 

will independently review the submitted noise impact assessment to verify 

these findings and ensure compliance with applicable criteria and 

Environment Protection License (EPL) requirements and as such, close 

consultation with the NSW EPA is required. 

 

In recent years there has been significant odour impacts from the Project 

Site.  In 2021 an event had widespread and significant impact upon 

residents within both Blacktown and Penrith LGA’s (St Clair and Erskine 

Park particularly).   

 

The odour impact was reported in media outlets at the time and extensive 

consultation between all stakeholders, including Penrith City Council, 

occurred.  The odour was attributed to the impact of extreme wet weather 

upon the landfill facility at the site and, in consultation with DPE and NSW 

EPA, the facility has secured approval for the installation of a permanent 

landfill gas flare system to mitigate odour emissions.   

 

The EIS informs that the proposed increased throughput is, among other 

considerations, intended to ‘enhance operational efficiency’ and ‘optimize 

current operations to increase throughput’.  Given the recent history of the 

site, increased operational capacity should not be supported until such time 

as NSW EPA and DPE are fully satisfied that site activities and infrastructure 

(existing as well as implementation of approved modifications) are 

demonstrably operating in accordance with best practice, as well as in 

compliance with established consent and EPL requirements, to ensure 

offensive odours are not emitted from the site.   
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In consultation with the NSW EPA, DPE is to ensure that operations which 

manage any additional leachate and landfill gas are sufficient to manage 

anticipated loadings and any impact of severe weather. 

 

The existing consent requires ongoing monitoring and independent site 

auditing of the facility, and it is assumed that these requirements will be 

captured by any future consent issued. 

 
 

 
Should you require any further information regarding the comments, please 
contact me on (02) 4732 8567.  
 
Regards, 
 
 
Kathryn Saunders 
Principal Planner 


