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1. introduction 

Terras Landscape Architects was commissioned by ADW Johnson on behalf of 

Northbank Enterprise Hub Pty Ltd to provide landscape design services for the 

Northbank Enterprise Hub. 

 

This work has involved undertaking initial site investigations, assisting in the 

development of the master plan and addressing specific landscape design issues to 

ensure that environmental and site amenity considerations were integrated into the 

design process.  

 

The overall aim of the project is to create an industrial subdivision of high quality to 

serve the growing needs of the local economy and to address the objectives of the 

Lower Hunter Regional Strategy (DoP, 2006). 

 

This design statement seeks to give a brief overview of the landscape design features 

of the master plan and to demonstrate compliance with the Director-General’s 

Requirements for Northbank Enterprise Hub (20/10/2010). 

 

2. existing site description 

The site occupies Lot 1001, DP 1127780, Tomago Road, Tomago and has an 

approximate area of 239 hectares. 

 

The site is located between the Hunter River, to the west and the new Westrac Facility 

to the east. The proposed master plan also incorporates an area of land which was the 

subject of a previous Project Application, referred to as the Redlake Site.  

 

A section of the Tomago Road frontage is taken up by Tomago House, a property 

owned by the National Trust of Australia (NSW) and which has been listed on the State 

Heritage Register including an associated chapel and surrounding lands and 

landscape elements. 

 

The majority of the site is low lying and is described as being an estuarine flat 

associated with the Tomago Coastal Plain (Matthei, 1995).  It once would have been 
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covered by a Casuarina/Melaleuca Swamp, however, the vegetation has been 

substantially removed initially to create improved pastures for grazing and some limited 

market gardening, although now much of the property has been left without proper 

management allowing a range of weeds to take over. In addition to clearing, drainage 

channels were also constructed, many of which still remain, albeit overgrown and 

congested with grass and weeds. In its current state, this land is subject to inundation 

arising from its proximity to the Hunter River and the presence of a high water table. 

There is also a risk of acid-sulphate soils occurring within this area.  

 

The remainder of the site, running parallel to Tomago Road, is elevated being a 

remnant of a beach ridge and is comprised of free-draining sands.  This area contains 

scattered development and remnant native vegetation and exotic plantings. 

 

3. landscape master plan  

The proposed landscape treatment for the site is addressed in Drawings L01-L06 

(Terras Landscape Architects, 2012).  

 

The site has been broken into a number of co-ordinated landscape components 

seeking to provide a cohesive treatment for the subdivision with the aim of creating a 

strong landscape character that unifies with site and forms an attractive environment 

for future property owners and users of the site. 

 

entrances 

Three entrances have been created off Tomago Road. These will be 

required to accommodate the turning movements of large vehicles.  In 

addition to the use of entry features, which will be the subject of future 

approvals, avenues of Agathis robusta (Queensland Kauri Pine) have been 

used to designate the entries and create a sense of arrival.  The trees have 

been set back from the intersectioins to allow for essential visibility.  The 

trees will also have supplementary planting of Doryanthes excelsa (Gymea 

Lily) and  Lomandra spp. (Mat Rush) at ground level to increase the 

landscape presence at these locations. Agathis robusta, although an 

Australian native, will be the only tree species used that is not locally 

occurring. (Refer Dwgs L01, L05 and L06.) 

 

street trees 

Street trees have been used to designate a road hierarchy within the subdivision 

with tall, gum trees (e.g. Eucalyptus robusta, E. punctata) used for the major ring 

roads and smaller gums and paperbarks (e.g. Corymbia gummifera, Melaleuca 

quiquenervia) being used for the internal roads.  In some instances, street trees are 

located within designated power easements and as such smaller, alternate species 

such as Corymbia ficifolia (Red-flowering Gum) and Tristaniopsis laurina (Water 

Gum) are proposed to reduce log-term maintenance and address statutory 

requirements. (Refer Dwgs L02, L05 and L06.) 
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northbank riverside park 
This reserve, located between building lots and the Hunter River, is intended to be 

the major open space for the subdivision providing a range of spaces for active 

(e.g. soccer, touch football, cricket) and passive (e.g. picnics, reading, sitting) 

recreational activities. Two major open spaces are created through the use of 

scattered tree plantings that gradually become more formal forming radiating rings 

as they move towards the river.  To assist in defining these spaces, concrete paths 

are used to set the limits to these spaces and so encouraging others to keep to the 

edges when moving from one space to the other and so allowing the activities to 

remain uninterrupted. 

 

A floating pontoon and connecting ramp is used as the focus for the park enabling 

visitors to gain access to the Hunter River whilst protecting the fragile riverbank and 

regenerating mangroves. These structures will be the subject of future engineering 

and other technical investigations. 

 

Tree species will be a continuation of those used as street trees and along the 

drainage corridors so as to create a strong link to the more developed parts of the 

site. 

 

Access to the park is either via a road leading from the first western roundabout or 

connecting paths that are located along the drainage corridors allowing pedestrians 

and cyclists traffic-free routes through the subdivision. (Refer Dwgs L03 and L06.) 

 

gunner heritage park 
The treatment of this park is governed by the constraints arising from the need to 

conserve and interpret the significance of the heritage items.  To this end the 

treatment within the park has been kept simple to reflect how the spaces between 

the gun emplacements and command post would have been established. 

 

The actual treatment of the heritage items and their respective curtilages will need 

to be developed as part of a conservation management plan for the area, however, 

it is anticipated that tree planting will be required to the edges to screen views of 

modern development whilst improving the amenity of the park.  If possible, water 

within the nearby creek will be held to create a water feature further increasing the 

recreational benefits of the reserve. 

 

As existing levels will need to be 

maintained, a retaining wall and stairs 

are proposed which will lead people 

down and into the park from the ring 

road. The wall will offer an opportunity 

to incorporate interpretive material and 

so conveying the purpose and 

appearance of the former structures 

and artillery. (Refer Dwgs L04 and L06.) 

 
SUGGESTED TREATMENT FOR THE WALL 
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drainage corridors 
Generally, the drainage corridors have been located where existing drains have 

been previously constructed.  Their widths have been increased to handle peak 

flows to cater for 1 in 100 year storm events.  This has created an opportunity  to 

provide landscaping to these areas that assists in improving the appearance of the 

subdivision whilst creating a network of traffic-free, circulation paths for pedestrians 

and cyclists.  It is proposed that local wetland species will be planted in the base of 

each corridor using rocks to create a creek-like appearance with the low-flow path 

varying in width and direction.  Tree planting will be incorporated into the upper 

embankments so as not to impede flows and to create a green-belt between 

allotments. A two metre wide shared cycleway will be provided to one side and 

located above the 1 in 100 year storm level. Tree and shrub planting will be kept 

clear of the shared cycleway to enable maintenance vehicles to use the tracks on 

an occasional basis. (Refer Dwgs L05 and L06.) 

 

4. conclusion 
The proposed subdivision should make an important contribution to the local and 

regional economy providing large areas of developable land for industrial development 

that is well-located to existing infrastructure and developing markets. 

 

Street landscaping, public reserves and drainage corridors have been designed such 

that the landscaping integrates all areas and improves the amenity of the development 

whilst providing a connection to the adjoining natural areas of the Hunter River and 

Kooragang Wetlands. 
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STREET TREES

PARK TREES

Melaleuca quinquenervia
Broad-leaved Paperbark

Angophora costata
Smooth-barked Apple

Carex appressa
Tall Sedge

Dianella caerulea ‘Little Jess’
Dianella Little Jess

Lomandra longifolia
Mat Rush

Ficinia nodosa
Knobby Club Rush

Lomandra ‘Shara’
Dwarf Mat Rush

Pennisetum alopecuroides ‘Nafray’
Swamp Foxtail

Corymbia citriodora
Lemon Scented Gum

Melaleuca quinquenervia
Broad-leaved Paperbark

Eucalyptus robusta
Swamp Mahogany

Lophostemon confertus
Brushbox

Agathis robusta
Queensland Kauri Pine

Eucalyptus robusta
Swamp Mahogany

Eucalyptus punctata
Grey Gum

Corymbia gummifera
Red Bloodwood

CORRIDOR

LANDSCAPE PRINCIPLES & CIRCULATION DIAGRAM
PRIMARY LINK ROAD: Eucalyptus robusta

Estate entries to include signage and feature 
landscaping (Eg. Agathis robusta)

LEGEND

WESTERN ENTRY

MIDDLE ENTRY

EASTERN ENTRY

WESTRAC

CHAPEL

TOMAGO 
HOUSE

KOORAGANG WETLANDS 
PROJECT

WWII AAG 
EMPLACEMENTS

SECONDARY LINK ROAD: Eucalyptus punctata

INTERNAL ROAD: Corymbia gummifera

MINOR INTERNAL ROAD: Melaleuca quinquenervia

2m wide recreational cycleway/pedestrian path.

1.2m wide pedestrian path.

Heritage Walk: Linking items of European & natural 
heritage including directional markers & interpretive 
signage.

NOTE: All street trees are locally occurring except for entry trees.

To Paci�c Highway

To Williamtown












