South West Rail Link — Glenfield to Leppington Rail Line: Historic Heritage Impact Assessment

80



South West Rail Link — Glenfield to Leppington Rail Line: Historic Heritage Impact Assessment

Statement
of
Significance

Description

Current Use:
Former Use:

History

Historical Notes:

Scheme. As an element of this Scheme, the Canal has functioned as part of
Sydney's main water supply system for over 120 years. Apart from
maintenance and other improvements, the Upper Canal has changed little.

As part of this System, the Canal is associated with Edward Moriarty, Head of
the Harbours and Rivers Branch of the NSW Public Works Department.

The Canal is aesthetically significant, running in a serpentine route through a
rural bushland setting as an impressive landscape element with sandstone and
concrete-lined edges;

The Canal is significant as it demonstrates the techniques of canal building, and
evidence of engineering practice. The Canal as a whole is an excellent example
of 19th century hydraulic engineering, including the use of gravity to feed
water along the canal (BCubed Sustainability, 2/20086).

The Upper Nepean Scheme is significant because:

* In its scope and execution, it is a unique and excellent example of the
ingenuity of late 19th century hydraulic engineering in Australia, in particular
for its design as a gravity-fed water supply system.

* It has functioned as a unique part of the main water supply system for
Sydney for over 100 years, and has changed little in its basic principles since
the day it was completed.

* It represented the major engineering advance from depending on local water
sources to harvesting water in upland catchment areas, storing it in major
dams and transporting it the city by means of major canals and pipelines.

* It provides detailed and varied evidence of the engineering construction
techniques prior to the revolution inspired by reinforced concrete construction,
of the evolution of these techniques (such as the replacement of timber flumes
with wrought iron and then concrete flumes), and of the early use of concrete
for many engineering purposes in the system.

* The scheme possesses many elements of infrastructure which are of world
and national renown in technological and engineering terms.

* Many of the structural elements are unique to the Upper Nepesan Scheme.

(Edward Higginbotham & Associates, SCA Heritage and Conservation Register,
18 December 2000)

Date Significance Updated: 17 Sep 03

Note: There are incomplete details for a number of items listed in NSW. The Heritage
Branch intends to develop or upgrade statements of significance and other information
for these items as resources become available.

water supply
water supply

Aboriginal & European settler history:

The area of Prospect Reservoir is an area of known Aboriginal occupation, with
favourable camping locations along the Eastern Creek and Prospect Creek
catchments, and in elevated landscapes to the south. There is also evidence to
suggest that the occupation of these lands continued after European contact,
through discovery of intermingled galss and stone flakes in archaeological
surveys of the place. The area was settled by Europeans by 1789.

Prospect Hill, Sydney's largest body of igneous rock, lies centrally in the
Cumberland Plain and dominates the landscape of the area (Ashton, 2000).
Very early after first settlement, on 26 April 1788, an exploration party heading
west led by Governor Phillip, climbed Prospect Hill. An account by Phillip states
that the exploration party saw from Prospect Hill, 'for the first time since we
landed Carmathen Hills (Blue Mountains) as likewise the hills to the southward'.
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approached by a long drive lined with an avenue of English trees - elms (Ulmus
procera), hawthorns (Crataegus sp.), holly (Ilex aquifolium), and woodbine
(Clematis sp.) mingling with jacarandas (J.mimosifolia). It had a wide, semi-
circular front verandah supported by 4 pillars. The foundations were of

stone ,the roof of slate, and the doors and architraves of heavy red cedar. It
was richly furnished with articles of the best quality available and was the
scene of many glittering soirees attended by the elite of the colony. Honoria
Lawson died in 1845, Nelson remarried a year later, but died in 1849, and the
property reverted to his father. Greystanes house was demolished in the 1940s
(Pollon, 1988, 116, amended Read, S.,2006 - the house can't have been 'on
the crest' of Prospect Hill as Pollon states, if its site was covered by the
Reservoir).

By the 1870s, with the collapse of the production of cereal grains across the
Cumberland Plain, the Prospect Hill area appears to have largely been devoted
to livestock. The dwellings of the earliest settlers largely appear to have been
removed by this stage. By the time that any mapping was undertaken in this
vicinity, most of these structures had disappeared, making their locations
difficult to pinpeint (Higginbotham 2000).

The land was farmed from 1806-1888 when the Prospect Reservoir was built.
In 1867, the Governor of NSW appointed a Commission to recommend a
scheme for Sydney's water supply, and by 1869 it was recommended that
construction commence on the Upper Nepean Scheme. This consisted of two
diversion weirs, located at Pheasant's Nest and Broughton's Pass, in the Upper
Nepean River catchment, with water feeding intc a series of tunnels, canals and
aqueducts known as the Upper Canal. It was intended that water be fed by
gravity from the catchment into a reservoir at Prospect. This scheme was to be
Sydney's fourth water supply system, following the Tank Stream, Busby's Bore
and the Botany (Lachlan) Swamps.

Designed and constructed by the Public Works Department of NSW, Prospect
Reservoir was built during the 1880s and completed in 1888. Credit for the
Upper Nepean Scheme is largely given to Edward Orpen Moriarty, the Engineer
in Chief of the Habours and Rivers Branch of the Public Works Department from
1858-88 (B Cubed Sustainability, 2005, 7).

Upper Canal System:

In 1867, the Governor of NSW appointed a Commission to recommend a
scheme for Sydney's water supply, and by 1869 it was recommended that
construction commence on the Upper Nepean Scheme. This consisted of two
diversion weirs, located at Pheasant's Nest and Broughton's Pass, in the Upper
Nepean River catchment, with water feeding intc a series of tunnels, canals and
aqueducts known as the Upper Canal. It was intended that water be fed by
gravity from the catchment into a reservoir at Prospect. This scheme was to be
Sydney's fourth water supply system, following the Tank Stream, Busby's Bore
and the Botany (Lachlan) Swamps.

Designed and constructed by the Public Works Department of NSW, Prospect
Reservoir was built during the 1880s and completed in 1888. Credit for the
Upper Nepean Scheme is largely given to Edward Orpen Moriarty, the Engineer
in Chief of the Habours and Rivers Branch of the Public Works Department from
1858-88 (B Cubed Sustainability, 2005, 7).

Historic Themes

Australian Theme
(abbrev)

New South Wales Theme Local Theme

4. Settlement -
Building settlements,
towns and cities

Utilities - Activities associated with the provision of services, ||Providing drinking
especially on a communal basis water -

7. Governing -
Governing

Government and Administration - Activities associated with Building and operating
the governance of local areas, regions, the State and the public infrastructure -
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nation, and the administration of public programs - includes
both principled and corrupt activities.

7. Governing -
Governing

Government and Administration - Activities associated with Developing roles for
the governance of local areas, regions, the State and the government - public
nation, and the administration of public programs - includes (|water supply -

both principled and corrupt activities.

Assessment Criteria

Items are assessed against the @ State Heritage Register (SHR) Criteria to

determine the level of significance. Refer to the Listings below for the level of statutory
protection.

Procedures /Exemptions

Section - . Action
of Act Description Title Comments Date
21(1)(b) |[Conservation Plan ||Upper Canal CMP, Jun 27
submitted for Pheasant's Nest to 2003
endorsement Prospect Reservaoir,
Vols 1-3 (Aug 2002)
57(2) Exemption to allow||Standard Exemptions |[|SCHEDULE OF STANDARD EXEMPTIONS Sep 5
work HERITAGE ACT 1977 2008
Notice of Order Under Section 57 (2) of the
Heritage Act 1977
I, the Minister for Planning, pursuant to
subsection 57(2) of the Heritage Act 1977,
on the recommendation of the Heritage
Council of New South Wales, do by this
Order:
1. revoke the Schedule of Exemptions to
subsection 57(1) of the Heritage Act made
under subsection 57(2) and published in
the Government Gazette on 22 February
2008; and
2. grant standard exemptions from
subsection 57(1) of the Heritage Act 1977,
described in the Schedule attached.
FRANK SARTOR
Minister for Planning
Sydney, 11 July 2008
To view the schedule click on the Standard
Exemptions for Works Requiring Heritage
Council Approval link below.
E Standard Exemptions for Works Requiring Heritage Council Approval
Listings
Heritage Listin Listing Listing Gazette Gazette Gazette
9 9 Title Number Date Number Page
Heritage Act - State Heritage 01373 18 Nov 99
Register
Heritage Act - s.170 NSW State
agency heritage register
|Loca! Environmental Plan || Wollondilly || “ || ”
|Nat£onaf Trust of Australia register || || || || H
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Every effort has been made to ensure that information contained in the State Heritage Inventory is
correct. If you find any errors or omissions please send your comments to the Database Manager.

All information and pictures on this page are the copyright of the Heritage Branch or respective copyright
owners.

NSW Government | Site Map | Contact Us | Copyright | Disclaimer | Privacy

http://www . heritage nsw.gov.au/07 subnav 01 2.ctim?itemid=5051481 24/02/2010
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HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION:

Hurlstone Agricultural School had been established by the government near
Ashfield in 1907 to provide a practical education for boys who intended to
follow rural careers. In March 1926, it moved to Glenfield. Built at a cost of
almost 40, 000 pounds in grounds covering 100 acres (40 ha), the central
building was a two-storey block with the principal’s residence on the upper
floor and students’ dining room and assembly hall on the ground floor.

Nearby were four (4) classrooms, science rooms and a manual arts building
with carpentry and metal works facilities. The dormitory block, designed for
72 boys, was already overcrowded with 92 boarders when the school was
officially opened.

CONDITION AND USE:

Still in good condition inside and out and used as a multi-function building
within the School.

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE:

¢ The building has Historical, Social and Architectural significance

The School was the first agricultural high school established in
Australia and the first in NSW to have boarding students.

It includes elements of Art Deco Architecture

It is a notable example of Twentieth century Architecture in
Campbelltown.

HERITAGE LISTING:
LOCAL: LEP 2002
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Appendix B
Table of Correspondence:
CHL Heritage Values and SHR Significance Criteria

89



South West Rail Link — Glenfield to Leppington Rail Line: Historic Heritage Impact Assessment

Commonwealth Heritage criteria
(a) the place has significant heritage value to
the nation because of the place's importance in
the course, or pattern, of Australia's natural or
cultural history

(b) the place has significant heritage value to
the nation because of the place's possession of
uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of
Australia's natural or cultural history
(c) the place has significant heritage value to the
nation because of the place's potential to yield
information that will contribute to an
understanding of Australia's natural or cultural
history
(d) the place has significant heritage value to
the nation because of the place's importance in
demonstrating the principal characteristics of:
(i) a class of Australia's natural or cultural places;
or
(ii) a class of Australia's natural or cultural
environments

(e) the place has significant heritage value to
the nation because of the place's importance in
exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics
valued by a community or cultural group

(f) the place has significant heritage value to the
nation because of the place's importance in
demonstrating a high degree of creative or
technical achievement at a particular period

(g) the place has significant heritage value to the

nation because of the place's strong or special
association with a particular community or
cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual
reasons

(h) the place has significant heritage value to the
nation because of the place's special association
with the life or works of a person, or group of
persons, of importance in Australia's natural or
cultural history

(i) the place has significant heritage value to the
nation because of the place's importance as part
of Indigenous tradition.

State Heritage criteria (NSW)

a) an item is important in the course, or pattern,
of NSW's (or the local area’s) cultural or natural
history

f) an item possesses uncommon, rare or
endangered aspects of NSW’s (or the local
area’s) cultural or natural history.

e) an item has potential to yield information

that will contribute to an understanding of

NSW's (or the local area’s) cultural or natural
history.

g) an item is important in demonstrating the
principal characteristics of a class of NSW's
cultural or natural places or environments (or in
the local area).

) an item is important in demonstrating
aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of
creative or technical achievement in NSW (or
the local area).

c) an item is important in demonstrating
aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of
creative or technical achievement in NSW (or
the local area).

d) an item has strong or special association with
a particular community or cultural group in
NSW (or the local area) for social, cultural or

spiritual reasons.

b) an item has strong or special association with
the life or works of a person, or group of
persons, of importance in NSW's (or the local
area’s) cultural or natural history.
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