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Centennial is an Australian owned and operated coal mining 
and marketing company listed on the Australian stock 
exchange in 1994. Centennial supplies thermal coal to 
domestic and export markets.

As the major fuel supplier to the New South Wales energy 
industry, Centennial helps fuel approximately 46% of the 
State’s coal-fired electricity.

Centennial is the largest underground coal producer in 
NSW, and has a workforce of 1,700 people with over 
800 employees at the four Lake Macquarie operations 
(Mandalong, Mannering, Myuna and Awaba).

A W A B A
MINE L IFE  CONTINUATION PROJECT

THE PROJECT	

Centennial Coal supports activities, events and organisations 
in the communities where we operate.

Awaba recently worked with the local Awaba Public School 
to install a rainwater tank, construct a fenced in vegetable 
garden and establish a compost bin. 

The school has planted tomatoes, corn, cucumbers, herbs, 
chillies and spinach.  While they have become experts at 
growing herbs, they are still working toward a successful 
vegetable patch. The garden is used to teach the students 
the natural process of how plants grow, while the fruits of 
their labour are used in class to learn the benefits of eating 
healthy foods. 

The compost bin is a practical tool teaching recycling and 
waste reduction with food scraps now being composted 
rather than being thrown in the rubbish.  The installation of a 
water tank which collects rainwater from one of the buildings 
is being used in the garden rather than going to storm water.   

Awaba Public School has 31 students who now have a school 

garden to learn the value of healthy food and recycling waste 
and water.  

This project has given Awaba the opportunity to actively 
engage with the local school to deliver practical and tangible 
educational outcomes. 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Awaba Colliery (Awaba) is a coal mine operated by 
Centennial Newstan Pty Ltd (Newstan), a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Centennial Coal Company Ltd (Centennial).  
The mine is located within the Newcastle Coalfield, south of 
the Awaba village on the western side of Lake Macquarie. 

An application for a Part 3A Project Approval has been 
lodged by Centennial for the Awaba Colliery Continuation 
of Mining Project (the “Project”), which will seek approval 
from the Minister for Planning to allow ongoing underground 
mining and associated surface operations.

Whilst it is well known that Awaba has almost reached the 
end of its coal reserves and has been slated for closure, a 
development approval under Part 3A of the NSW EP&A Act 
(1979) is required.  A renewal of the current planning consent 
will ensure Awaba is in a position to finalise its operations at 
the site in the most productive and effective manner.

With a history in the local area spanning over 75 years, Awaba 
is a small operation, with approximately 100 employees, 
producing approximately 850,000 tonnes of thermal coal 
annually.

C O L L I E R Y

ABOUT CENTENNIAL	

For further information on this project please contact:

Jeff Dunwoodie
Environment and Community Co-ordinator

(02) 4956 0206

For information on Centennial Coal visit: www.centennialcoal.com.au

Awaba Public School’s little green thumbs looking 
after their veggie gardens



CONSULTATION

LOCATION

CONTACT
For further information on this project further 
please contact:

Jeff Dunwoodie
Environment and Community Co-ordinator
(02) 4956 0206

On the 4th of March 2010, Awaba submitted a Preliminary 
Environmental Assessment (PEA) to the Department of Planning 
seeking a continuation of mining and approval from the Minister of 
Planning under the provisions of Part 3A of the EP&A Act to:

•	 Undertake bord and pillar development and pillar extraction 
within the narrow panels by continuous miners within  the 
proposed East B Area

•	 Produce approximately 880,000 tonnes of Run of Mine coal 
per annum (financial year)

•	 Expand the final pollution control dam

An Environmental Assessment (EA) is being prepared to support 
this application. The EA is being prepared by GSS Environmental 
and will include detailed environmental impact assessments from 
relevant specialists on surface and groundwater, air quality, traffic 
generation, subsidence, ecology, archaeology and heritage.

Detailed and conservative mine planning considerations have 
been undertaken in the preparation of mine designs including:

•	 Providing for pillar supports to remain in place under surface 
infrastructure

•	 No secondary extraction under creeks of 2nd order or higher
•	 Providing minimum depths of cover exceeding 20m (first 

workings) and 25m (secondary workings) to avoid potential for 
surface impacts 

•	 Specialist subsidence assessment
•	 A risk-based approach to subsidence impact assessment and 

management

The PEA will be made available on the Department of Planning’s 
website. The flow chart below provides a summary of the process.

APPROVAL PROCESS	
Centennial is committed to establishing and maintaining 
open and two-way communication with neighbours and 
stakeholders. There will be opportunities for the community 
to provide input into the Environmental Assessment (EA) 
process.

These opportunities include:

•	 Individual meetings with adjacent neighbours as 
required;

•	 Public exhibition of the EA (following finalisation) 
where any individual or group is able to make a formal 
submission to the Minister on the proposal.

A primary purpose of the community consultation is to 
provide the local community with an opportunity to comment 
on the proposal, so that Awaba can consider community 
opinions in the planning and assessment process.

We are here

Prepare community consultation strategy

Proponent lodges a project application

Director-General provides requirements to 
be addressed in an 

environmental assessment of the proposal

Preparation and submission of an 
environmental assessment

Minister decides to approve or 
disapprove the project

Commence community consultation

Public exhibition of 
environmental assessment

Review of environmental assessment 
and submissions
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Director-General’s Requirements 

Section 75F of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

Application Number 10_0038 

Project The Awaba Coal Project, including: 

• extending the life of the Awaba Colliery until 2015; 

• extracting coal from existing approved mining areas, extending the Stage 
3 mining area and developing the East B mining area to produce up to a 
total of 880,000 tonnes of run-of-mine coal per annum; 

• continued coal delivery to the Eraring Power Station and Newstan 
Colliery; 

• continued use of the mine’s surface infrastructure, including processing 
and transport systems; 

• expanding the mine’s existing pollution control dam; and 

• rehabilitating the site. 

Location 1.5 kilometres south of Awaba, in the Lake Macquarie City LGA 

Proponent Centennial Awaba Pty Limited 

Date of Issue 22 April 2010 

General Requirements The Environmental Assessment of the project must include: 

• an executive summary; 

• a detailed description of the project, including: 

− need for the project; 

− alternatives considered, including justification for the proposed mine 
plan; and 

− various stages of the project. 

• a risk assessment of the potential environmental impacts of the project, 
identifying the key issues for further assessment; 

• a detailed assessment of the key issues specified below, and any other 
significant issues identified in the risk assessment (see above), which 
includes: 

− a description of the existing environment, using sufficient baseline 
data; 

− an assessment of the potential impacts of the project, including any 
cumulative impacts, taking into consideration any relevant guidelines, 
policies, plans and statutory provisions (see below); and 

− a description of the measures that would be implemented to avoid, 
minimise and if necessary, offset the potential impacts of the project, 
including detailed contingency plans for managing any significant 
risks to the environment;  

• a statement of commitments, outlining all the proposed environmental 
management and monitoring measures; 

• a conclusion justifying the project on economic, social and environmental 
grounds, taking into consideration whether the project is consistent with 
the objects of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979; and 

• a signed statement from the author of the Environmental Assessment, 
certifying that the information contained within the document is neither 
false nor misleading. 

Key Issues • Subsidence – including: 

− accurate predictions of potential subsidence effects (both systematic 
and non-systematic, paying particular attention to the long term 



stability of final pillars and the avoidance of pillar runs and to areas of 
limited cover depth) including potential cumulative effects and a 
sensitivity analysis; 

− identification of sensitive receptors potentially affected by subsidence 
(such as environmental features, and infrastructure) and an 
assessment of significance and sensitivity of those receptors; 

− assessment of the potential impacts of subsidence effects on the 
natural and built environment, with particular reference to sensitive 
receptors; 

− identification of how mine design has been or will be used or adapted 
to manage and mitigate subsidence impacts; 

− identification of how predicted and unpredicted subsidence impacts 
would be rehabilitated, including methodologies and response times; 
and 

− identification of further research required to address any uncertainties 
or information gaps. 

• Soil and Water – including: 

− a detailed site water balance, including a description of site water 
demands, water supply and disposal methods; 

− detailed modelling and assessment of potential impacts on: 
o the quality and quantity of existing surface water and 

groundwater resources; 
o groundwater dependent ecosystems; 
o affected licensed water users and basic landholder rights; and 
o the riparian, ecological, geomorphological and hydrological 

values of watercourses; 

− a detailed description of the proposed water management system 
(including all infrastructure and storages) and water monitoring 
program;  

− a detailed description of measures to minimise all water discharges, 
and  

− a detailed description of measures to mitigate surface water and 
groundwater impacts. 

• Biodiversity – including: 

− a detailed assessment of the potential impacts on any terrestrial and 
aquatic threatened species, populations, ecological communities or 
their habitats; and 

− a detailed description of the measures that would be implemented to 
avoid or mitigate impacts on biodiversity. 

• Noise & Vibration – including a quantitative assessment of potential 
operational and transport noise impacts. 

• Air Quality – including a quantitative assessment of potential air quality 
impacts. 

• Traffic & Transport – including a detailed assessment of potential 
impacts on the safety and performance of both the road and rail network, 
and any railway crossings.

• Rehabilitation & Mine Closure - a detailed description of the proposed 
rehabilitation and mine closure strategies for the project, having regard to 
the key principles in Strategic Framework for Mine Closure, including: 

− rehabilitation objectives, methodology, monitoring programs, 
performance standards and proposed completion criteria; 

− decommissioning and management of surface infrastructure; 

− nominated final land uses, having regard to any relevant strategic 
land use planning or resource management plans or policies; and 

− the potential for integrating the rehabilitation strategy with any other 
offset strategies in the region. 

• Heritage – both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal;

• Greenhouse Gases – including:



− a quantitative assessment of the potential scope 1, 2 and 3 
greenhouse gas emissions of the project;

− a qualitative assessment of the potential impacts of these emissions 
on the environment; and

− an assessment of all reasonable and feasible measures that could be 
implemented on site to minimise greenhouse gas emissions and 
ensure the project is energy efficient.

• Hazards - including bushfires.

• Waste - including:

− accurate estimates of the quantity and nature of the potential waste 
streams of the project; and 

− a detailed description of the measures that would be implemented to 
minimise, handle and dispose of waste on site. 

• Social & Economic – including a detailed assessment of the costs and 
benefits of the project as a whole, and whether it would result in a net 
benefit for the NSW community.  

References The environmental assessment of the key issues listed above must take into 
account relevant guidelines, policies, and plans. While not exhaustive, the 
following attachment contains a list of some of the guidelines, policies, and 
plans that may be relevant to the environmental assessment of this project. 

Consultation During the preparation of the Environmental Assessment, you should consult 
with the relevant local, State or Commonwealth Government authorities, 
service providers, community groups and affected landowners.   

In particular you must consult with the: 

• Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water, including the 
NSW Office of Water; 

• Industry and Investment NSW; 

• Mine Subsidence Board; 

• Land and Property Management Authority; 

• Department of Transport and Infrastructure; 

• Lake Macquarie City Council; and 

• Hunter-Central Rivers Catchment Management Authority. 

The consultation process and the issues raised must be described in the 
Environmental Assessment. 

Deemed Refusal 
Period 

90 days 



Policies, Guidelines & Plans     

Risk Assessment 

AS/NZS 4360:2004 Risk Management (Standards Australia) 

HB 203: 203:2006 Environmental Risk Management – Principles & Process 
(Standards Australia) 

Soil & Water 

Australian and New Zealand Guidelines for the Assessment and Management 
of Contaminated Sites (ANZECC)

Rural Land Capability Mapping (DLWC) 
Soil 

Agricultural Land Classification (DPI) 

National Water Quality Management Strategy: Australian Guidelines for Fresh 
and Marine Water Quality (ANZECC/ARMCANZ) 

National Water Quality Management Strategy: Australian Guidelines for Water 
Quality Monitoring and Reporting  (ANZECC/ARMCANZ) 

National Water Quality Management Strategy: Guidelines for Sewerage 
Systems – Effluent Management (ARMCANZ/ANZECC) 

National Water Quality Management Strategy: Guidelines for Sewerage 
Systems – Use of Reclaimed Water (ARMCANZ/ANZECC) 

Using the ANZECC Guideline and Water Quality Objectives in NSW (DEC) 

State Water Management Outcomes Plan 

NSW Government Water Quality and River Flow Objectives (DECC) 

Approved Methods for the Sampling and Analysis of Water Pollutants in NSW 
(DEC) 

Hunter-Central Rivers Catchment Action Plan (Hunter-Central Rivers CMA) 

Managing Urban Stormwater: Soils & Construction (Landcom) 

Managing Urban Stormwater: Treatment Techniques (DECC) 

Managing Urban Stormwater: Source Control (DECC) 

A Rehabilitation Manual for Australian Streams (LWRRDC and CRCCH) 

Technical Guidelines: Bunding & Spill Management (DECC) 

Surface Water  
  

Environmental Guidelines: Use of Effluent by Irrigation (DECC) 

National Water Quality Management Strategy Guidelines for Groundwater 
Protection in Australia  (ARMCANZ/ANZECC) 

NSW State Groundwater Policy Framework Document (DLWC, 1997) 

NSW State Groundwater Quality Protection Policy (DLWC, 1998) 

NSW State Groundwater Quantity Management Policy (DLWC, 1998)  

Groundwater 
  
  
  Guidelines for the Assessment & Management of Groundwater Contamination 

(DECC, 2007) 

Water Sharing Plan for the Hunter Unregulated and Alluvial Water Sources 
2009 

Biodiversity 

Draft Guidelines for Threatened Species Assessment under Part 3A of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) (DEC) 

NSW State Groundwater Dependent Ecosystem Policy (DLWC)

Policy & Guidelines - Aquatic Habitat Management and Fish Conservation 
(NSW Fisheries) 

Policy & Guidelines - Fish Friendly Waterway Crossings (NSW Fisheries) 

State Environmental Planning Policy No. 44 – Koala Habitat Protection 

Noise & Vibration

NSW Industrial Noise Policy (DECC) 

Environmental Noise Management – Assessing Vibration: a technical guide 
(DEC) 



Environmental Criteria for Road Traffic Noise (NSW EPA) 

Interim Construction Noise Guideline (DECC) 

DIN 4150 Part 3 - Structural Vibration: effects of vibration on structures (ISO, 
1999) 

Air Quality   

Protection of the Environment Operations (Clean Air) Regulation 2002 

Approved Methods for the Modelling and Assessment of Air Pollutants in NSW 
(DEC) 

Approved Methods for the Sampling and Analysis of Air Pollutants in NSW 
(DEC) 

Rehabilitation & 
Mine Closure 

Mine Rehabilitation – Leading Practice Sustainable Development Program for 
the Mining Industry (Commonwealth of Australia) 

Mine Closure and Completion – Leading Practice Sustainable Development 
Program for the Mining Industry (Commonwealth of Australia) 

Strategic Framework for Mine Closure (ANZMEC-MCA) 

Traffic & Transport 

Guide to Traffic Generating Development (RTA) 

Heritage 

Aboriginal 
Draft Guidelines for Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment and Community 
Consultation (DoP and DEC) 

NSW Heritage Manual (NSW Heritage Office)
Non-Aboriginal The Burra Charter (The Australia ICOMOS charter for places of cultural 

significance) 

Greenhouse Gases

National Greenhouse Accounts Factors (Australian Department of Climate 
Change (DCC)) 

Guidelines for Energy Savings Action Plans (DEUS) 

Hazards 

State Environmental Planning Policy No. 33 – Hazardous and Offensive 
Development 

Applying SEPP 33 – Hazardous and Offensive Development Application 
Guidelines (DUAP) 

Hazardous Industry Planning Advisory Paper No. 6 – Guidelines for Hazard 
Analysis 

Waste 

Waste Classification Guidelines (DECC) 

Social & Economic 

Draft Economic Evaluation in Environmental Impact Assessment (DoP) 

Techniques for Effective Social Impact Assessment: A Practical Guide (Office 
of Social Policy, NSW Government Social Policy Directorate) 
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Mining Projects
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ILllllIIllll|llllllll IIlIIIIIIIIIIIIPCU003970 Your Ref: S04/01377
Our Ref: A351991

Dear Mr Reed

Subject: Request for provision of details of key issues and assessment
requirements − Awaba Coal Project.

l refer to your request seeking endorsement or addition to the Director−General requirements for
the full Environmental Assessment for the above project, under Part 3A of the Environmental
Planning and Assessment Act, 1979 (EP&A Act). The Hunter−Central Rivers Catchment
Management Authority (CMA) has reviewed the preliminary environmental assessment and
provides the following comments for consideration.

Biodiversity
Whilst it is acknowledged that there is not likely to be any significant impacts to native vegetation or
fauna, the second point under "Biodiversity" could be expanded to read;
−' a detailed description of the measures that would be implemented to avoid or mitigate impacts on
biodiversity, including a strategy to ensure that the project will maintain or improve the biodiversity
conservation value of the region.'

Cultural Heritage
This section of the draft DGRs does not give a lot of detail. It is suggested that an assessment of
cultural heritage be required including the potential impacts and avoidance and mitigation
measures.

References
It is recommended that the Hunter−Central Rivers Catchment Action Plan (CAP) be included in the
list of references. The CAP is a whole−of government approach to natural resource management
which has been endorsed by the NSW Government. It is a regional plan that provides a roadmap
to ensure that natural resources are protected and enhanced for the enjoyment and viability of
future generations.

The CAP includes management targets and guiding principles. The guiding principles are
statements that outline how natural resources should be managed in the Hunter−Central Rivers
region. They provide direction for all natural resource managers to achieve ecologically sustainable
development and allow organisations to align their activities so that they are compatible with the
CAP. This will ensure that the whole community (including government) can work towards a
common goal.

The CAP is available at http ://www.hcr.crna.nsw.qov.au and can be referenced as

Private Bag 2010 PATERSON NSW 2421 − 816 Tocal Road PATERSON
Tel: 02 4930 1030 − Fax: 02 4930 1013 − ABN: 50 602 455 909

PCU003970PCU003970
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"Hunter−Central Rivers Catchment Action Plan, (2007), Hunter−Central Rivers Catchment
Management Authority, Paterson."

The most relevant section of the CAP for this project the mining and extractive industries guiding
principles (see page 68). The following is a list of those guiding principles with particular relevance
to this proposal. These appear to be covered by the draft DGRs, and are included here for your
information.

1. Every precaution should be taken to ensure that surface water flows are not lost or diverted
due to subsidence or geological cracking caused by extraction. Where surface water is lost
or diverted, offsets or mitigating actions should be provided.

2. A water management plan should be completed and approved before the commencement
of mining operations. This plan should apply to the full lifespan of the mine including after
closure. The plan would show how mining will be conducted so that water resources are
managed sustainably. Development and approval of the water management plan should be
open and transparent.

3. Monitoring should occur throughout the life of the project (planning, operation, and post
closure). Environmental monitoring procedures should be open and transparent and
reporting to the relevant stakeholders should be part of any extraction activity. Water
management audits should be regularly undertaken and results made available to the
community.

4. Rehabilitation of sites should occur progressively and before environmental degradation of
temporary landforms develop, particularly with regard to stability and ability to intercept
water (runoff and ground water) which can potentially impact on the volumes of salt
transferred from sites to surface and ground water.

5. Current best practice of mine rehabilitation should ensure that land affected by mining is
progressively returned to at least its former productive condition so that it can support
appropriate vegetation cover. An appropriate balance of agricultural landuse, a healthy
native vegetation community structure or a sustainable ecosystem that is consistent with
pre−European historical vegetation in the area should be achieved.

6. Landscape plans (e.g. mine synoptic plans) should be used to guide rehabilitation of the
biodiversity values and ecosystem services that can be provided by former mine sites.

7. Mining should be undertaken so as to minimise the destruction of culture and heritage sites
and impacts on culturally significant landscapes.

8. Off−site impacts of the mining proposal should be considered in the environmental
assessment and approval process.

9. Cumulative impact of mining should be considered during the approval processes.

If you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact Anna Ferguson, the CMA's
Regional Catchment Coordinator on 4337 1213.

Yours faithfully

"( /2
David Green
for Fiona Marshall
General Manager
26 March 2010



























































29 March 2010 
NSW Department of Planning 
Major Projects Assessment 

Mining & Industry Projects 

PO Box 39 
SYDNEY  NSW  2001 
Attention:  Mr Paul Freeman 

Dear Sir, 

 

Subject:  Awaba Coal Project (Your Ref 10_0038) 

Request for Council Comments on Draft Director Gene ral’s Requirements 

 
In response to your correspondence dated 18 March 2010 seeking Council input for the 
preparation of the Director General’s Requirements (DGRs) for the proposed Awaba Coal 
Project, the following information is provided. 

Council thanks the Department for the opportunity to provide comment on Draft DGRs.  In 
addition to those matters identified in the Draft DGRs, Council submits that the following be 
included: 

Planning Considerations 

The Environmental Assessment shall consider the following planning documents: 

Lower Hunter Regional Strategy 2006. 
the Draft Newcastle- Lake Macquarie Western Corridor Planning Strategy. 
the Draft Lake Macquarie Aboriginal Heritage Management Strategy. 
Lake Macquarie City Council’s Lifestyle 2020 Strategy. 
Lake Macquarie Local Environmental Plan 2004. 
Lake Macquarie Development Control Plan No. 1 – Principles of Development. 
Lake Macquarie Guidelines Supporting Development Control Plan No. 1 – Principles of Development. 
City of Lake Macquarie Heritage Study 1993. 
Flora and Fauna Considerations 

A flora and fauna survey and associated impact assessment shall be undertaken, having 
regard to the following: 

The Lake Macquarie Flora and Fauna Survey Guideline; 
The Lake Macquarie Tetratheca juncea Management Plan; 
The Lake Macquarie Native Vegetation and Corridors Mapping; 
The Lake Macquarie City Council Guidelines for Vegetation Management Plans and 
Councils preferred approach to amelioration and offsetting as outlined in the Lake Macquarie Council 
Planning Policy & Guideline for LEP Rezonings. 
Creeks and Watercourses 

No additional DGRs are required with regard to creeks and watercourses, however it is 
requested that the ‘sensitive receptors’ referred to under the subsidence requirements 
include watercourses and drainage lines. 

Greenhouse Gases 

At present the DGRs require a qualitative assessment of greenhouse gases, however this 
assessment should be a quantitative in nature. 



Heritage Conservation 

Both impact on Aboriginal and non Aboriginal Heritage is required to be assessed. 

The Preliminary Environmental Assessment correctly identifies provisional heritage item AW-
07 Awaba Site Mine in the City of Lake Macquarie Heritage Study 1993. 

Additional to the polices, guidelines and plans called for consideration in the Draft DGRs, the 
following additional planning documents relating to heritage need to be considered and 
should be used as a reference for this proposal: 

Statements of Heritage Impact, Heritage Office and Department of Urban Affairs & Planning 
1996, revised 2002 
Assessing Heritage Significance, Heritage Office 2001 
Heritage Interpretation Policy, Heritage Office, 2005 
Interpreting Heritage Places and Items, Heritage Office, 2005 
The above comments are made without the benefit of a detailed review of the Preliminary 
Environmental Assessment as this document was not received early enough to allow 
Council both to review the document and to respond to the Department in the allowed 
timeframe. 

Council looks forward to the referral of any formal Part 3A application to enable input into the 
assessment of the proposal, at the local level. 

Should you require further information, please contact the undersigned on 4921 0311 or by 
e-mail on cbdwyer@lakemac.nsw.gov.au. 

Yours faithfully 

Chris Dwyer 
Principal Development Planner 
Lake Macquarie City Council  
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