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1. INTRODUCTION

This report has been prepared for Meriton Apartments to accompany a Part 3A

Application to the Department of Planning for a new residential apartment 

development on Lots 101 and 102 Walker Street, Rhodes (Figure 1). 

The Rhodes Peninsula Development Area comprises a number of large former 

industrial sites occupying the western side of the peninsula extending between the 

railway line and Homebush Bay.  The area has provided a unique opportunity to 

establish a new urban ‘enclave’ which has regard for the natural waterside attributes 

and the benefits of excellent road and rail accessibility.

The provision of residential development at Rhodes accords with State Government 

policies/strategies and development on the peninsula involves a number of precincts 

which will contain residential, retail/showroom and commercial office elements in close 

proximity to the railway station and bus services.  The proposed ‘staged’ development 

will be consistent with the new Rhodes West Masterplan and will comprise 583

residential apartments in 4 buildings with 1 retail unit and basement carparking.

The purpose of this report is to: 

� describe the site and the proposed development scheme

� describe the road network serving the site and the prevailing traffic conditions

� assess the adequacy of the proposed parking provision

� assess the potential traffic implications

� assess the suitability of the proposed vehicle access, internal circulation and 

servicing arrangements.
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2. PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT SCHEME

2.1 SITE AND CONTEXT

The development site is generally a rectangular shaped consolidation of Lots 101

and 102 occupying a total area of 15,091m2.  The site is bounded by Walker Street, 

Meredith Avenue, Shoreline Avenue and Nina Gray Avenue being in the northern 

part of the Rhodes Peninsula.

The site is part of remediated former industrial lands lying between Homebush Bay 

and the railway line.  The lands to the south have been developed in recent years for 

residential apartments, a shopping centre and commercial buildings.  The 

surrounding uses comprise:

� the residential dwellings to the east of the railway line

� the developing Meadowbank area on the northern side of Parramatta River

� the Sydney Olympic Park precinct on the western side of Homebush Bay.

2.2 MASTERPLAN FOR REDEVELOPMENT

Development of the Rhodes Peninsula was undertaken under the Renewing Rhodes 
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29.  In 2009 the City of Canada Bay prepared a new masterplan largely for the 

northern part of the peninsula.  The Rhodes West Masterplan reviewed the dwelling 

targets in line with the State Governments Metropolitan Strategy which set a target of 

an additional 10,000 dwellings in the City of Canada Bay by 2031.

The Masterplan provides for an additional 787 apartments (over and above that of 

the previous planning) with a new multi-purpose community centre as well as 
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upgrading of provisions for pedestrians, cyclists and open space.  The Masterplan is 

supported by a Traffic Report1 which concluded that:

� the public transport network would be able to accommodate the anticipated 

public transport trips as a result of the additional development

� the impact of the additional traffic generation on the road system would be 

moderate and intersections would essentially maintain their existing levels of 

performance.

Details of the Masterplan and particularly that of Precinct C (Meriton site) are 

provided in the extracts reproduced overleaf.

1  Rhodes Peninsula – Traffic and Transport Analysis
  Masson, Wilson and Twiney – March 2009
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2.3 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

The proposed staged development scheme will comprise four building elements with 

a substantial central open space area.  The development will comprise: 

Stage 1 Stage 2  
    Block A Block B Block C Block D Total 
Studio 8 22 10 17 57 

One-bed 28 49 31 51 159 

Two-bed 140 22 145 16 323 

Three-bed 22 - 22 - 44 

Total 198 93 208 84 583 

A total of 694 parking spaces will be provided in 4 basement levels with vehicle 

accesses located on the Meredith Avenue and Nina Gray Avenue frontages. 

Architectural details of the proposed scheme are provided on the plans prepared by 

Meriton Apartments which accompany the Application and are reproduced in part 

overleaf.
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3. ROAD NETWORK AND TRAFFIC CIRCUMSTANCES

3.1 ROAD NETWORK

The existing external road network serving the peninsula (Figure 3) comprises:

� Concord Road – Homebush Bay Drive - a State Road and arterial route being 

part of Metroad 3 linking across the metropolitan area and the important Ryde 

Bridge crossing of Parramatta River

� Concord Road South - a State Road and sub-arterial route linking to 

Parramatta Road at Strathfield

� Averill Street – Blaxland Road  - a collector road route with a link under the 

railway to Walker Street

� Oulton Avenue  - a short collector road.

The internal road network serving the Rhodes Waterside precinct comprises:

� the access ramp connections to/from Homebush Bay Drive

� the ‘spine’ collector road route of Oulton Avenue, Rider Boulevarde, Mary 

Street and Walker Street

� the collector road route of Shoreline Drive

� Meredith Avenue and Nina Gray Avenue are local access roads connecting 

between Walker Street and Shoreline Avenue.
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3.2 TRAFFIC CONTROLS

The traffic controls on the road system serving the site (Figure 5) includes:

� traffic signals at the Concord Road and Averill Street intersection

� traffic signals at the Homebush Bay Drive and Oulton Avenue intersection

� traffic signals at the Oulton Avenue and Rider Boulevarde intersection

� traffic signals at the Concord Road and Mary Street intersection

� roundabout at the Blaxland Road and Leeds Street intersection

� marked footcrossing across Rider Boulevarde at Shoreline Drive

� Bus Zones on Rider Boulevarde and Walker Street. 

Further afield the controls include traffic signals at the Homebush Bay Drive and 
Oulton Avenue intersection.

3.3 TRAFFIC CONDITIONS

The existing morning and afternoon peak hour traffic flows on the arterial road 

system are provided on the extract from the Masterplan traffic study reproduced 
overleaf.  These indicate flows on the Averill Street – Leeds Street – Walker Street 

access route of some 400 to 600 vph (two-way).  The operational performance of the 

access intersection for the peninsula as assessed in the Masterplan Traffic Study are 

summarised in the following:

AM PM
LOS AVD LOS AVD

Concord Road/Averill Avenue B 18 A <10
Concord Road/Mary Street B 16 C 27

Homebush Drive/Oulton Avenue A <10 A <10


