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Wharf 19, 20 & 21, Bayview St, Pyrmont, NSW

Class: Historic
Legal Status: Registered (27/10/1998)
Place ID: 100728
Place File No: 1/12/036/0696
Statement of Significance:
This wharf, built between 1911 and 1920, is one of a collection of wharves around Sydney
Harbour which are all the result of the first government period of control and design of the
commercial port areas of Sydney. During this period, international shipping was the only form
of trade and tr5insport to the rest of the world and Sydney's finger wharves were built in
recognition of the economic importance of waterfront facilities (Criterion A.4) (Historic Theme:
3.7 Moving goods and people). The operation of the large wharves in Pyrmont had a major
physical and social impact upon the surrounding area. The labour intensive wharves were
central to the development of working class politics and their economic importance gave
considerable influence to the labour unions associated with the dock workers. This character
has been central to the development of Pyrmont in the twentieth century and the demise of
these wharf workplaces has led to a corresponding loss of population and social cohesion in
the vicinity. Further, the design of the wharves reflects
the form and size of the shipping of the period as well as the nature of the goods and their
packaging (Criterion B.2). Wharf 19-21 Pyrmont, like the other similar wharves around Sydney
Harbour (of which this one is amongst the largest and most sophisticated), demonstrates
innovative design in its engineering and use of materials and proved to be efficient and
practical facilities until changes in shipping and goods handling equipment led to its
progressive obsolescence. In its day it was equipped with the most modern equipment
available and represented the most advanced wharfage layout and
construction. The group of early twentieth century wharves built by the Sydney Harbour Trust,
including Wharf 19-21 Pyrmont, are an early example of the innovative use of modular design
units to create similar but varied facilities appropriate to their location and intended purpose
(Criterion F.1).

Description:

History:

Initially Pyrmont was isolated from the city and early development in the area was
generally related to waterfront industries, such as shipyards. The establishment of the
Australian Steam Navigation Company shipyard on Darling Island, plus several other industrial
enterprises such as Charles Saunders' stone quarry, brought a residential population of
workers, though anyone of means tended to travel to the area from somewhere more
desirable. The opening of Pyrmont Bridge across Darling Harbour in the 1850s facilitated
development in both industry and population. Several large businesses established
themselves in Pyrmont in the late nineteenth century, including the Colonial

Sugar Refinery (CSR) and the wool industry moved here from the 1880s. A new bridge in
1901, the opening of the power stations (Ultimo in 1899 and Pyrmont in 1904) and the
extension of wharfage around the waterfront from Darling Harbour cemented the industrial
character of the peninsula and it remained this way until after the end of World War Two. With
only a few notable exceptions, though, residential development remained largely working class



and in fact progressively reduced in size as the new industries demolished housing to
accommodate larger premises. After World War Two though, most of the main industries either
ceased operating or moved to other locations. Since the 1970s, redevelopment of the area has
moved slowly, with numerous schemes and proposals. Many of the industrial buildings have
been demolished or converted to other uses. The Sydney Harbour Trust was formed in 1901 to
take over control and management of the commercial port areas of Sydney Harbour and it
immediately set about removing old, formerly private, wharfage around the waterfront and
building large modern, well equipped wharf and storage structures which were then either
leased to private concerns or
operated as general wharves. This was the era when shipping was the one means of travel
and transport to the rest of the globe. Over two decades the Trust developed a design for
wharfage based on the best overseas ideas but adapted to the materials, topography and
conditions available locally. The design consisted of modular building units which could be
varied in size and in combination to produce structures appropriate to the particular site and for
the particular goods to be handled. Innovations were constantly tested at different sites and the
collection of wharves together show progressive development of the general form. This wharf
was built between 1911 and 1920 and was
one of the last of the very large wharves built by the Trust. It incorporated a combination of
features seen at other wharves, including a central road built on fill and upper level
vehicular access. Excavation of the adjoining escarpment commenced in 1911 but work was
sporadically interrupted by material and labour shortages during World War One. In 1916 the
railway goods line was extended to the wharf and lines were built along the aprons on either
side of the wharf. Originally six electric capstans were provided for manual shunting of rail
trucks, but these were removed in favour of small shunting engines. In 1970, the jetty shed for
No 20 wharf was altered by the insertion of a
passenger terminal. The wharf has been little used since the 1970s. Pyrmont's large wharves
had a major impact on the surrounding area. They were labour intensive and were central to
the development of working class politics. The wharves' economic importance gave
considerable influence to the labour unions associated with the dock workers. These themes
have been central to Pyrmont's development in the twentieth century and the demise of wharf
workplaces has led to a corresponding loss of population and social cohesion in the locality.
Description:
Wharf 19, 20 and 21 is a timber pile finger wharf with a two level central concrete roadway
largely based on fill, with two storey timber jetty sheds on either side. It measures 1 ,200ft
(c 380m) long and 263ft (c 80m) wide, with concrete encased timber piles laid on a 12ft (c 4m)
square grid. It has vehicular access to both levels via a substantial steel arch bridge over
Jones Bay Road and light wells in the centre of the upper roadway allow natural light to the
lower road. The two storey jetty sheds use steel posts and beams on the lower level and
timber on the upper level. The sheds to Wharf 21 still contain wool handling equipment on the
upper levels.
Condition and Integrity:
The wharf is unused and in dilapidated condition, though apparently structurally sound. There
has been a collapse of the seawall at the land end of Wharf No 19. Renovation of the wharf is
underway as part of the redevelopment of Pyrmont Point. (1996)
Location:
Bayview Street, on the north-east side of Pirrama Road, north of Darling Island and projecting
into Jones Bay, Pyrmont.

http://www .ahc.gov .au/cgi-bin/ahdb/search.pl?mode=place_detail;place_id= 100728
12/09/200



Wharf 19, 20 & 21

View the Australian Heritage database listing for this Place: Place ID 100728

Barcode No: rt56069

Holdings: RT56069

Location: Pyrmont Point, NSW

Date Taken: Unknown

Photographer: Nominator
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Copyright Owner: Copyright AHC
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JONES BAY WHARF
MAINTENANCE INSPECTION PLAN – HERITAGE FABRIC

 O:\Projects\2000\20043_JonesBay\CMP\CMP in SMS\Maintenance Plan.doc

INTRODUCTION

This Maintenance Inspection Plan provides a strategy for the ongoing maintenance and
management of heritage fabric and structure for the Jones Bay Wharf.  The carrying out
of regular inspections and maintenance prevents undue deterioration of the heritage
fabric and is a requirement of the Jones Bay Conservation Management Plan (Policy
Actions 8.5.9 to 8.5.17).

SCOPE OF THIS PLAN
The scope of this plan is limited to non-structural components of the wharf building as set
out in the Maintenance Inspection Plan Schedule below.

Inspection and maintenance of the substructure (thoses areas below the concrete apron
including piles and timber members at the apron edge) and superstructure (roof trusses,
storey posts, steel girders etc) is covered in the document Structural Maintenance and
Management Plan prepared by Robert Bird & Partners P/L.

RESPONSIBILITY FOR MAINTENANCE

The management and maintenance of the heritage fabric at the Jones Bay Wharf is the
responsibility of the Strata Plan Building Management Committee.

The following principles shall apply to the carrying out of maintenance:

• Maintenance shall be recognised as being of prime importance in the conservation
process.

• A regular cycle of inspection and maintenance must be followed to ensure that major
deterioration of the heritage fabric does not occur.

• Funds shall be allocated to ensure ongoing inspection and maintenance by the
lessee.  The actual sum of money will be agreed to and written into the lease.

• The fabric should be inspected according to the time intervals shown in the
Maintenance Inspection Plan Schedule.  Inspections should be carried out by a
person skilled in conservation of heritage fabric. Every five to seven years inspections
should be carried out by a Heritage Conservation Architect so as to properly assess
the condition of all the heritage fabric.  Personnel inspecting and reporting on
heritage fabric must be able to demonstrate their skills prior to carrying out the work.

• Following inspections, records shall be kept of the condition of the building fabric.
Copies of these records shall be kept with the owners, the lessee, the NSW Heritage
Office and other elevant authorities.  A yearly report shall be issued by the owner to
the NSW Heritage Office summarising the condition reports for that year including
any maintenance works carried out.

• As a result of the inspections funds from a strata body fund will be allocated towards
the required maintenance.  All expenses are to be agreed upon at strata body
meetings.  The money allocated for general maintenance must include a set
percentage for the maintenance of heritage fabric. Funds for the cost of inspection
shall be pre-set (see  Cost column in Maintenance Schedule below).

This Maintenance Inspection Plan covers heritage fabric as follows:

Roof Covering Steel roofing
Cappings and flashings

Roof Drainage Steel downpipes, gutters & CI downpipes
Timber eaves



JONES BAY WHARF
MAINTENANCE INSPECTION PLAN – HERITAGE FABRIC

 O:\Projects\2000\20043_JonesBay\CMP\CMP in SMS\Maintenance Plan.doc

Fabric Brickwork & associated flashings
Rendered brickwork in parapet walls and around central fire
walls
Timber including weatherboards, timber sills, plinths,
associated mouldings, timber door stops and door guards
Corrugated steel cladding, including associated flashings

Joinery Windows
Doors

Metalwork Includes items such as steel roller shutters, steel guards, door
and window hardware and sundry non-structural fixings

Painting All timber generally including window sills, doors and frames

Internal Heritage Items Lifts, timber stairs and associated screens, slatted screens etc.

The following Maintenance Inspection Schedule sets out items of the wharf structures
and at what intervals they should be inspected together with comments on the inspection
process.
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