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15 July 2010 

 
Sydney Adventist Hospital (Hornsby) 
c/- Morris Bray Architects 
186-188 Willoughby Road 
CROWS NEST   NSW   2065 
 
Attention:  Messrs Terry Morris and Sam Thomas 
 
 
Dear Sirs 
 

RESULTS OF COUNCIL RECORD SEARCH 
ADDENDUM TO PHASE 1 CONTAMINATION ASSESSMENT 

55-57 PALMERSTON ROAD AND 106 BALMORAL STREET, HORNSBY 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTION  
 
This letter provides a summary of the results obtained from a search of Hornsby Shire Council’s 
documents pertaining to 55-57 Palmerston Road and 106 Balmoral Street, Hornsby (subject 
site).   
 
Information was requested from Hornsby Shire Council for access under the Freedom of 
Information Act (NSW) Section 17 and 35 relating to land use, development activities, 
construction or relation to potentially polluting activities, such as underground storage tanks.  
The information was requested by Douglas Partners Pty Ltd (DP) as part of a Phase 1 
Contamination Assessment conducted on the subject site, but was not made available at the 
time of reporting.  The findings of the Council records search therefore, have been reported 
separately in this letter as an addendum to the Phase 1 Contamination Assessment already 
submitted to the client.   
 
The works were commissioned by Morris Bray Architects on behalf of Sydney Adventist 
Hospital (Hornsby).  The proposed development of the property is for the redevelopment of the 
Sydney Adventist Hospital (SAH) Surgery Hornsby.  
 
 
 
2. RESULTS 
 
DP was informed by Council staff that part of the files relevant to the subject site could not be 
accessed by Council Staff as they are held in the Council’s Document Archive, with areas of the 
archive being sealed and access prohibited under OH&S regulations.  As a result, the 
documents viewed were dated from 1978 at the earliest.  A summary is provided below for 
documents reviewed on each of the properties. 
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Results of Council Records Search    Project 71814 
55-57 Palmerston Road & 106 Balmoral Street, Hornsby July 2010 

 
• 55 Palmerston Road 
 

The earliest Council record viewed regarding this property was a development application 
received by Hornsby Council on 19 June, 1980, proposing a change of the site from domestic 
use to professional consulting rooms. 
 
A Town Planner’s Report (228/80) dated 28 July, 1980, addresses the application, which also 
included the demolition of a garage located at the south western end of 55 Palmerston Road.  A 
copy of the Town Planner’s report and site drawing is included in the attachments. 
 
Development Consent 147/80 was given by the Shire Clerk to Dr Washington dated 31 July 
1980, with a report provided by the Chief Town Planner in January 1984 starting that the 
proposed development was approved under DA under 171/80. 
 
An occupation Certificate was provided to a Mr and Mrs Pearce (81/2005) for alterations and 
additions to existing health consulting rooms under DA 2369/03.  A construction certificate was 
also viewed, referenced as 1677/03.  
 
An application for rezoning of the property on 24 December 2003 was reviewed from Mr & Mrs 
Pearce to convert part of the site from its current use as consulting rooms, (which were being 
renovated at the time), into a café.  The current building was identified as a Californian 
Bungalow, which was believed to have been of heritage importance.  These types of buildings 
were generally built in Australia between 1915 and the 1940s.   
 
Further documents regarding alterations and additions to existing health rooms (DA 2363/03) 
were viewed, dated 11 February, 2004. 
 
 

• 57 Palmerston Road 
 

The earliest Council record viewed regarding this property was a town planning application for 
the permission to carry out the proposed development of a medical clinic, dated 31 August 
1978. 
 
A Town Planner’s Report (number 328/78) was submitted to the Shire Clerk on 11 September 
1978 regarding the application, with owner consent, to construct a medical clinic at 57 
Palmerston Road.  The development was stated as being permissible with consent from 
Council as a single-storey medical centre. 
 
A document dated 4 June 1979 from the site proprietor at the time, addressed to the Shire Clerk 
consenting to the application for the use of a separate shop building at 57 Palmerston Road as 
a business (gift or coffee shop) until the building may be demolished and a medical centre be 
constructed.  Development applications dated June 1979 stated that the previous land use of 
the site between July 1946 and 1977 was that of a ‘shop and dwelling’.  The proposed 
development for these applications was that of a gift or coffee shop. 
 
A Town Planner’s report (number 245/79) was submitted to the Shire Clerk on 13 August 1979, 
addressing the approved construction of a medical clinic and also disapproving an application to 
reopen a former shop at the front of the property.  A copy of the document is located in the 
attachments. 
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Background information on the property was obtained from a document (reference 6950/57) 
written by the proprietor (an urologist) on 2 February, 1988 addressed to the Shire Clerk 
regarding the small building at 57 Palmerston Road.  Dr Wilson wrote that ‘it used to be a small 
corner store and was subsequently converted into a small minor operations theatre’, and that 
the building had been empty for some time.  The letter had been written as an enquiry about 
setting up a pharmacy in the building. 
 
Development Application 673/01 was found on file for the proposed medical centre, alteration to 
the existing medical centre and demolition of an existing dwelling at 53 and 57 Palmerston 
Road.  The DA was subsequently withdrawn, as referenced in a letter dated 9 January 2002 
from the Senior Town Planning to Health Projects International. 
 
 

• 106 Balmoral Street 
 

A document dated 6 November 2001 from the Senior Development Planner addressed to 
Ebsworth & Ebsworth Lawyers provided a summary on past DAs since 1984.  A copy of the 
document can be found in the Attachments.  The earliest DA cited was submitted on 8 
December 1984 and involved ‘the demolition of an existing dwelling and the erection of a 
medical centre above a basement car parking area’.  The document also stated amended plans 
submitted for the relocation of the car parking area ‘from the basement to the rear of the 
dwelling at 106 Balmoral street, proposing also an increase in the basement size and provision 
of a linen area, laundry, additional amenities and plant room… An amended development 
consent was issued on 8 August 1985 acceding to the applicant’s requests’.  
 
 
A Chief Town Planner’s Report (186/85) to the Shire Clerk is also included in the Attachments, 
and provides information of the basement being amended to include an ‘oxygen and garbage 
store’.  Information regarding a Central Sterilising Department as well as services of an on site 
Laundry facility are also mentioned as the reason for the amendments. 
 
A letter from the Hornsby Day Surgery Centre (HDSC) to the Shire Clerk dated 19 June 1986 
stated that the construction of the Day Surgery Centre was nearly completed. 
 
A letter from the HDSC to Council’s Environment Branch dated 29 March 1994 stated the 
medical services, doctor’s consulting rooms and the Day Surgery Centre at 106 and 108 
Balmoral street used one large industrial sized bin for garbage which was collected weekly. 
 
The files recovered for the property included numerous fire safety reports, Section 732A and 
121ZP Certificates as well as Certificates and investigations into testing water samples from 
water cooling systems within the property in the 1990s. 
 
DA regarding alterations and additions to the existing day surgery to include a recovery ward 
were dated 1997, as well as a DA for additional internal alterations and refurbishments to the 
existing surgery (DA 1063/03 approved 27 August 2003), were also located in the files. 
 
 
3. CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the review of available Council Records it is considered that the conclusions and 
recommendations provided in the Phase 1 Contamination Assessment remain unchanged. 
 





 
   
   

 

 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS
Copies of Selected Council Documents 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
























