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1. I N T RO D U C TI ON  

1.1 SCOPE 

This Modification Report has been prepared by RW Corkery & Co. Pty. Limited on behalf of 

Tomingley Gold Operations Pty Ltd (the Proponent) to support the application to modify 

Project Approval (PA) 09_0155 for the Tomingley Gold Mine (the Proposed Modification). 

The Tomingley Gold Mine (the Mine) is located immediately to the south of the village of 

Tomingley in central western NSW. The Mine is operated by Tomingley Gold Operations Pty 

Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary of Alkane Resources Ltd (Alkane).  

PA 09_0155 has been modified three times previously as follows. 

• MOD 1 (November 2013) - to adjust a range of commitments made during the 

original application which were no longer appropriate.  

• MOD 2 (April 2015) – to permit enhancement of the approved and constructed 

amenity bund and a cut back of the approved Caloma 1 Open Cut. 

• MOD 3 (July 2019) – to permit establishment of the Caloma 2 Open Cut, 

underground extraction from the Caloma 1 and 2 deposits and amendments to 

waste rock, surface water and soil management. 

The Proposed Modification seeks consent for the construction of Stages 7 to 9 of the Residue 

Storage Facility. This would require the following. 

• An increase in the capacity of the Residue Storage Facility from approximately 

6.57Mt to approximately 8.93Mt. 

• An increase in the approved maximum elevation of the Residue Storage Facility 

of 6m from 280.5m AHD to 286.5m AHD. 

• An increase in the approved footprint of the Residue Storage Facility from 

approximately 50ha to approximately 55ha.  

The Proposed Modification also seeks consent for the importation of waste rock and a bulk 

sample from the proposed underground exploration drive to the south of the Mine Site, and use 

of the Mine Site and associated infrastructure to support underground exploration operations 

south of the Mine Site. 

No other changes to the approved Mine are proposed. 

The application to modify PA 09_0155 was made under Section 4.55(2) of the Environmental 

Planning & Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act). The Modification Report was placed on public 

exhibition until 10 March 2020. 
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1.2 DOCUMENT FORMAT  

This document has been compiled generally in accordance with the draft document Preparing a 

Submissions Report - Guidance for State Significant Projects dated June 2019 and includes in 

six sections with three appendices.  

Section 1: Introduces the scope and format of this document and the assessment process to 

date.  

Section 2: Presents an analysis of submissions categorised according to the issues raised. 

Section 3: Provides a summary of the actions undertaken since the exhibition period to 

address the issues raised in submissions.  

Section 4: Provides a detailed response to the issues raised in submissions. 

Section 5: Presents an evaluation of the merits of the Project, drawing upon the relevant 

responses to the issues raised in submissions.  

Section 6:  References.  

A single appendix is attached to this document presenting a copy of all submissions received 
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2. A N A LY SI S  O F S U B MI SSI O NS  

Table 1 presents a summary of the submissions received during the exhibition period and the 

issues raised in each submission. A full copy of all submissions received in relation to the 

Proposed Modification is provided in Appendix 1. 

During the exhibition period, nine submissions were received. Of these, four agencies indicated 

that they had no comment on the Proposed Modification and one indicated support.  

There were no submissions from the public regarding the Proposed Modification. 
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Dams Safety NSW SE-122168 - - 1 - - - - - - - - 

DPIE   -  - - 1 - - - - - - - - 

DPIE - Water and NRAR SE-121857 - - - - 1 - - - - - - 

Environment Protection Authority SE-121855 - - - - 1 - - - - - - 

Division of Resources & Geoscience SE-121813 - 1 - - - - - - - - - 

Biodiversity and Conservation Division  SE-121731 1 - - - - - - - - - - 

DPI - Agriculture SE-121814 1 - - - - - - - - - - 

DPIE - Crown Lands SE-121807 1 - - - - - - - - - - 

Narromine Shire Council SE-122814 1 - - - - - - - - - - 

Total 4 1 2 - 2 - - - - - - 
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3. A C T I O N S TA KE N  S I N CE  EX HI B I T I ON  

No actions in relation to the Proposed Modification were undertaken during or since the 

exhibition period. It is noted, however, that the Proponent has continued to progress the 

following Projects (see also Section 1.2.3 of the Modification Report). 

• Surface mineral exploration – Drilling has continued on the San Antonio Prospect, 

with the Maiden Mineral Resource expected to be made available in late March or 

early April 2020.  

• Underground mineral exploration – An application for approval under Part 5 of 

the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 was submitted to the 

Resources Regulator in November 2019. The Resources Regulator requested 

additional consultation in late December 2019 and the Proponent, having 

completed that consultation, resubmitted the Review of Environmental Factors on 

8 March 2020. A determination of that application is awaited. 

• SAR Project –design and environmental studies for this project are ongoing. 
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4. R E SP O NS E TO  S U B MI S SI ON S  

4.1 DAMS SAFETY NSW  

Recommendation 

Tomingley Mine notifies Dams Safety NSW of the proposed significant change to the RSF in 

writing before any significant change to the configuration of the dam. See Dams Safety 

Regulation 2019 Part 6 — 21. 

Response 

The Proponent will notify Dams Safety NSW of the proposed significant change to the RSF in 

writing before any significant change to the configuration of the dam as per Dams Safety 

Regulation 2019 Part 6-21.  

Recommendation 

Tomingley continues monitoring the safety of the RSF: 

• Monitoring blast vibration (PPV) at the dam embankment 

• Limit blast vibration (PPV) at the RSF embankment to < 50mm/s 

• Monitoring seepage from the RSF 

• Monitor ground movement of the embankment 

Response 

The Proponent will continue to monitor blast vibration (PPV) at the dam embankment, seepage 

from RSF and ground movement of the embankment. Blast vibration (PPV) at the RSF 

embankment will continue to be limited to < 50mm/s.  

4.2 DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, INDUSTRY AND ENVIRONMENT – 
RESOURCES ASSESSMENTS 

Representative Comment(s) 

Please provide an updated Figure 2 of the Modification Report to reflect all the currently 

approved infrastructures, and include all the surface water structures (for both processed water 

and mine water) 

Response 

Figure 1 presents the approved site layout, including water management structures. 
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Figure 1 Approved MOD3 Site Layout 

A4 / Colour 

Figure dated 23/3/20 inserted on 23/3/20 
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Representative Comment(s) 

Please confirm if the rehabilitation plan map included in the project approval is still current. 

Response 

Appendix 6 of PA 09_0155 displays the approved indicative final landform and land use 

following rehabilitation of the Mine Site. The rehabilitation strategy outlined in this plan 

remains current. Figure 2 presents a revised version of this plan taking into account the slightly 

increased footprint of the Residue Storage Facility. 

Representative Comment(s) 

The RSF area in the original application was 42 ha. Please clarify when it was increased to 

50 ha and why the GHD (2019) RSF concept design refers to 40.5 ha for the RSF area 

(section 2.1). 

Response 

Modification 3 included an extension to the approved Residue Storage Facility to permit a 

downstream lift for Stage 3 of the Residue Storage Facility. The 40.5ha area identified in 

Section 2.1 of GHD (2019) refers to the aerial extent of the tailings, not to the overall footprint 

of the Residue Storage Facility itself. Aerial survey dated May 2019 identifies that the as 

constructed footprint of the Facility is approximately 50ha. 

Representative Comment(s) 

Section 2.2.2 of the Modification Report: ‘The approved Residue Storage Facility includes six 

lifts or Stages, with each constructed using upstream lifts, namely construction of the 

subsequent lift on previously deposited residue’. However, MOD3 approval involved 

downstream construction. Please clarify why the Modification Report referred to upstream 

method in the previous stages of the RSF lifts. 

Response 

Reference to all lifts being upstream lifts in the Modification Report was an error. Stage 3 

included the use of a downstream lift. The construction methods of previous stages is not a 

matter that is relevant to the current application. 

Representative Comment(s) 

The Modification Report states that material within the project’s WREs or on-going mining 

operations would be used for construction of the modified RSF. Please clarify about the 

‘mining operation’ and the type of material that would result from this operation. 

Response 

The ongoing mining operations referenced in Section 2.2.3 is the approved mining operation 

and the material that would be produced is waste rock, the composition of which is consistent 

with existing waste rock with the Mine Site. 
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Figure 2 Revised Final Landform and Land Use  

A4 / Colour 

Figure dated 23/3/20 inserted on 23/3/20 
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Representative Comment(s) 

Please provide the capacities/volumes of the Wyoming central dam and processed water pond 

(individually). 

Response 

The capacities of water management structures within the Mine Site are detailed in the 

approved Water Management Plan as follows.  

• Wyoming Central Dam North – 17.4ML. 

• Wyoming Central Dam South – 162.5ML.  

• Process Water Dam – 9.2ML.  

Representative Comment(s) 

Section 2.2.5 of the Modification Report: ‘In summary, GHD (2019) determined that even 

under 95th percentile wet rainfall years, the volume of water within the process water system 

would remain very substantially under the maximum capacity of approximately 575ML’. Please 

provide the reference for the 575 ML, which was not stated in the GHD (2019) RSF concept 

design report. 

Response 

As indicated, Section 2.2.5 of the Modification Report refers to a maximum capacity of 

approximately 575ML. This approximate maximum capacity is based on Figure 5-1 in 

Section 5 of GHD (2019) which indicates (via dashed pink line) that the total combined 

physical water storage capacity of the Residue Storage Dam (110ML) and the Residue Storage 

Facility.  

Representative Comment(s) 

Section 7.1 of the GHD (2019) RSF concept design report: ‘Any excess water would be pumped 

to the Residue Storage Dam (RSD), previously known as Wyoming Central Dam (WCD), or to 

one of the unfilled open pits in an emergency situation’. The Modification Report does not make 

reference to the emergency plan. Please provide background information about the emergency 

plan. 

Response 

Emergency procedures relating to water management at the Mine Site are detailed in the 

approved Water Management Plan. Table 8-4 of the Plan provides a Trigger Action Response 

Plan for the management of water with regards to RSF operation. Table 2 provides a summary 

of the relevant water level management triggers and responses.  
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Table 2 
  

Summary – RSF Water Levels – Trigger Action Response Plan  

Stage Trigger Action Response 

Normal - 1. Captured water is decanted 
back to Process Water Dam.  

- 

Stage 1 Volume of water 
on RSF surface is 
greater than 50% 
of total capacity.  

1. Increase pump rate of transfers 
to Process Water Dam or 
transfer water to Wyoming 
Central Dam – South. 

1. Increase inspection frequency.  

2. Undertake a round of 
groundwater monitoring.  

Stage 2 Volume of water 
on RSF surface is 
greater than 80% 
of total capacity.  

1. Alert Mine and Operations 
Manager. 

2. Dewatering to any suitable 
open cut pit or available 
storage. 

1. Undertake round of water 
quality assessment.  

2. Increase inspection frequency.  

3. Notify Dam Safety Committee.  

4. Undertake a round of 
groundwater monitoring. 

 

Representative Comment(s) 

Please confirm that no changes would be made to the current surface water structures and 

management methods following this modification application. 

Response 

No significant changes to existing surface water structures and management methods are 

currently proposed. Changes to surface water structures and management methods may be 

required following the preparation of the Erosion and Sediment Control Plan (ESCP) for the 

Proposed Modification (see Section 4.1.5). The ESCP would be submitted to the Department 

for approval prior to the commencement of works.  

Representative Comment(s) 

Section 2.2.6 of the Modification Report refers to sections 3 and 4 of GHD 2019 report. Please 

clarify is this is the GHD (2019) RSF concept design report. If so, sections 3 and 4 are not 

relevant to the seepage analysis; this analysis is presented in section 6. 

Response 

The Proponent acknowledges this error and confirms that Section 6 of GHD (2019) presents the 

relevant information regarding seepage analysis which was relied upon in the Modification 

Report.  

Representative Comment(s) 

Please clarify about the ‘tonnage’ that is referred to in a number of places in the GHD (2019) 

RSF concept design report. For example: LOM tonnage and reduced tonnage. 
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Response 

Life of Mine (LOM) tonnage refers to the expected tonnage of tailings material generated by 

the Mine based on the mine schedule and anticipated extraction and processing rates. The 

cumulative storage requirements for LOM tailings are detailed in Table 7-1 of GHD (2019) and 

Table 5 of the Modification Report. It is anticipated that the proposed stages 7 to 9 lifts would 

increase the capacity of the RSF to permit storage of an additional 2.36Mt of tailings residue.  

The term “reduced tonnage” in Section 10 of GHD (2019) should be read as ‘reduced rate of 

tailing production” associated with the fact that underground mining rates, and therefore 

processing rates, would be lower than during open cut mining operations. 

Representative Comment(s) 

Please clarify about the total number of residences in Tomingley Village. Modification Report 

refers to 30 residences, but it is not clear what this number is (i.e. whether it is the total number 

of neighbours, sensitive receivers or the total residences in the village). How many of the 

residences are sensitive receivers or adjoin the project site? 

 

Response 

Section 6.7.1 of the Modification Report indicates that the Proponent understands that 

approximately 30 people live in the village of Tomingley. This number refers to the total 

number of residents rather than the total number of sensitive receivers. The project site is 

located immediately south of Tomingley Village and therefore all residences within the village 

are considered to be sensitive receivers.  

As outlined in Section 6.2.1 of the Modification report, a noise assessment (SLR, 2011) was 

prepared for the original Project Approval. As shown in Figure 9 of the Modification Report, 

this assessment grouped all residences in Tomingley Village within groups C and D for noise 

impact assessment purposes. Monthly noise monitoring undertaken at the Mine assesses 

compliance with the relevant noise impact criteria for all residences in Tomingley.  

4.3 DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, INDUSTRY AND ENVIRONMENT – 
WATER AND NATURAL RESOURCES ACCESS REGULATOR (NRAR) 

Representative Comment(s) 

The proponent should ensure that potential impacts due to the proposed ground disturbance 

are managed within the requirements of the guideline, Managing Urban Stormwater: Soils and 

Construction (Landcom 2004) and the current Water Management Plan for the project.  

Response 

The proponent commits to the preparation of an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan specific to 

Stages 7 to 9 and ground disturbance associated with the Proposed Modification. In addition, as 

required by Condition 5 of Schedule 5 of PA09_0155, the Water Management Plan would be 

reviewed and if necessary revised within 3 months of determination of the application. 
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4.4 ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY  

Representative Comment(s) 

Prior to starting construction of the Stage 7 TSF wall lift, the applicant must develop an 

erosion and sediment control plan specific to the stage 7 to 9 TSF wall lifts. 

Response 

The Proponent commits to preparing an Erosion and Sediment Control specific to stage 7 to 9 

TSF wall lifts and surface disturbance associated with the RSF. The ESCP will be submitted to 

the Department and to the EPA for approval prior to the commencement of works associated 

with the proposed Modification.  

Representative Comment(s):  

The proponent must: 

a) Minimise the waste generated by the project.  

b) Ensure that all waste generated by the project is appropriately stored, handled and 

disposed of,  

c) Ensure that all waste accepted at the premises is wholly permitted by the issued 

Environment Protection License; and  

d) Manage on-site sewage treatment disposal in accordance with the requirements of 

Council, to the satisfaction of the Secretary. 

Response 

Consistent with current practice, the Proponent would minimise waste generated by the Project 

and manage all waste in accordance with the relevant site management plans, approvals and 

licences. As the purpose of the Propose Modification is to increase the capacity of the approved 

RSF, it is in the financial and ongoing interest of the Proponent to minimise waste generation in 

order to maximise the utility and longevity of the RSF.  

The Proponent would also ensure that EPL 20169 would be amended to permit acceptance of 

waste rock from the proposed exploration decline. 

Finally, the Proponent notes that there no modifications to the proposed sewage management 

systems proposed. 
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5. U P D ATE D EVAL U ATI O N O F M E RI T S  

5.1 NEED FOR THE PROPOSED MODIFICATION  

The Proponent anticipates that up to approximately 2.96Mt of ore may be processed between 

1 July 2019 and 31 December 2022. The approved Residue Storage Facility had at 1 July 2019, 

a remaining capacity for approximately 1.02Mt of residue, a shortfall of approximately 1.94Mt. 

The Proposed Modification would provide additional storage for approximately 2.36Mt of 

residue. 

In the absence of the Proposed Modification, mining operations would cease in mid-2020, 

approximately two and a half years prior to the approved end of Mine life. This would result in 

the loss of economic and other benefits described in Table 4 of the Modification Report ceasing 

at an earlier date than necessary.  

5.2 ECOLOGICALLY SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  

The assessment of Ecologically Sustainable Development presented in Section 7.2 of the 

Modification Report remains unchanged in light of the submissions received. 

5.3 STATUTORY CONSIDERATION  

There are no additional statutory considerations arising out of the submissions received. 

5.4 OTHER CONSIDERATIONS  

With the exception of the responses provided in Section 4, all other considerations outlined in 

Section 7 of the Modification Report remain unchanged as a result of the submissions received. 

5.5 ADDITIONAL COMMITMENTS  

The EPA and DPIE – Water & NRAR requested that an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan 

covering Stages 7 to 9 of the RSF and associated ground disturbance associated with the 

Proposed Modification be prepared. The Proponent has committed to the preparation of the 

requested Plan in accordance with Managing Urban Stormwater and would provide a draft 

copy of that Plan to the Department and the EPA for approval prior to the commencement of 

work associated with the Proposed Modification.  
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27 March 2020 

 

 

Mandana Mazaheri Submitted via the Planning Portal 

Team Leader 

Resource Assessments 

Planning Services 

Department of Planning and Environment 

GPO Box 39 

Sydney NSW 2001 

 

  

 

 

Dear Mandana 
 

Re: Tomingley Gold Mine MOD4 

 MP 09_0155 

 

Thank you for providing the submission from the Resources Regulator dated 26 March 2020 in 

relation to the above application to modify MP 09_0155.  The following provides a response to each 

of the matters raised by the Resources Regulator. Text drawn from the Resources Regulator 

correspondence is presented below in italics.   

 
 

The Mining Act Inspectorate within the Resources Regulator has responsibility for providing 

strategic advice for environmental issues pertaining to the proposed project in so far as they relate 

to or affect rehabilitation. Based on the review of the EIS, the Regulator advises the Department of 

Planning, Industry and Environment that it has no specific comments. 

 

Noted 

 
 

The proponent has acknowledged that a revised Mining Operations Plan (MOP) is required to be in 

place prior to the commencement of the activities nominated in the Modification. As part of the 

submission of the MOP, the Resources Regulator will seek clarification of the aspects outlined below 

in relation to the construction, operation and rehabilitation of the Residue Storage Facility. 
 

• Characterisation of geochemical and physical properties of embankment construction material. 

Controls to be implemented to ensure embankment construction material is suitable from a 

geochemical perspective and to achieve the required permeability. 

• Deposition strategy to maximise consolidation during operation. 



 

 
27 March 2020 - 2 - 

 

• Further information on final capping material performance and consideration of risks specific 

to the use of capping for the final landuse. 

• Further information on the final landform design performance requirements and consideration 

of risks specific to final land use. 

 

Noted.  The requested information will be presented with the amended MOP. 

 

 

I trust that this provides you with the information that you require at this stage.  Please do not hesitate  

to contact me should you require additional information. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mitchell Bland 

Managing Director/Principal 
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