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Eveleigh Gasworks - Site History 

The State Rail Authority of NSW engaged the Environmental Services of 
Rail Services Australia to prepare a report on the site history of the area 
known as the Eveleigh (sometimes incorrectly referred to as the 
McDonaldtown) Gasworks as part of a Phase 1 Preliminary 
Contamination Assessment of the site. 

In 1878 the then Railway Commissioners entered into an agreement with a 
Mr. John Louis Castner to fit and maintain gas lights in carriages and to 
supply gas from his works at Redfern for a five year period. 

Mr Castner went on to operate gasworks for the railways at Redfern, 
Newcastle, Bathurst, and Junee. 

The Railway Commissioners took over Mr. Castner’s works in 1884, and 
subsequently established works at Werris Creek, a second works at Junee, 
two further works at RedfernSydney, and one at Eveleigh (the subject of 
this study). 

Railway gasworks are also reported to have been operated at Goulburn, 
Harden, Cootamundra, Wallerawang, and Blayney *. 

Both railway yards and gasworks are potentially likely to be 
contaminated 2. 

The objectives of this site history report are to identify any past or present 
potentially contaminating activity on the site, so providing a basis for a 
more detailed site investigation. 

’ Clark. L. 1972. Passenger Cars of the NSWR, a review of locomotive-hauled coaching stock. 
Traction Publications, Canberra. 
* DUAP. 1998. Managing Land Contamination, Planning Guidelines SEPP 55-Remediation of 
Land. DUAP, Sydney. 
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Eveleigh Gasworks - Site History 

The scope of this work was to prepare a site history report on the former 
Eveleigh Gas Works located in the Macdonaldtown triangle shown 
highlighted on Figure 1. 

All work was to be carried out according to the EPA Guidelines 3 as 
amended by the offer of service. 

The land is currently zoned “20A Railways” 4. 

Previously - railway gasworks. 
Presently - vacant railway corridor land. 

The land was acquired by the railways from 
‘Trust J. Wilson’ on 2 July 1888 5. 
The land has been in railway ownership ever 
since. 
None of the original parcel of land has been 
sold ! 

3 EPA. 1997. Contaminated Sites, Guidelines for Consultants reporting on Contaminated Sites. 
EPA, Sydney. 
4 DUAP. Nd. Sydney Regional Environmental P/an No. 26, City West - Eveleigh Precinct. 
5 Plan 350. SRA. Rail Estate. 
6 SRA. Rail Estate GIS Plan MacDonaldtown. 
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Eveleigh Gasworhs - Site History 

1891 - Plans signed-off on the sth of January 
(Appendix A) 7. 

1892 - Completion of the Eveleigh gasworks 8. 
The Eveleigh gasworks were erected to meet the 
increased demands for lighting of carriages and 
yards 9. While the location and overall form of 
the works was built as designed, the detailed 
layout of the various components that 
comprised the works as finally built was slightly 
different to that as originally proposed. 

About 1942 - Two tar wells in use, and 
proposed connection of the ‘Aeration Cylinder 
for Waste Water’ to the sewer (Appendix A) I*. 

1943 - Two tar tanks in use (Appendix A) ’ I, 

During 1944, 1945, 1949, 1950, and 1952, 
minor modifications were made to the works 12. 

1950s - U$ng inferior coal damaged the 
machinery , 
ceased 14. 

and on-site production of gas 

1950s - Tanks were used to store gas that was 
piped from the Mortlake gasworks 15. 

About 1958 - Plant demolished 16. 

1962 - Only the southern gas holder (for storing 
gas for station lighting) is shown as extant 17, 

Mid 1970s - Closed down as a pumping and gas 
storage plant 18, 

Current - Vacant railway corridor land with the 
southernmost gas holder still extant. 

7 Plans NSWR, New Gas Works, Eveleigh. SRA Archives. 
’ NSWGR&T. Annual Report 1892. 
’ NSWGR&T. Annual Report - Supplement 1894. 
lo Plan 1011 - 33,065. RSA Plan Room. 
” Plan 170-50. RSA Plan Room. 
I2 MacDonaldtown. Large Station Card. SRA Archives. 
I3 Don Godden & Associates. Nd. Eveleigh Railway workshops, Heritage Sfudy. 
I4 Don Godden & Associates. Nd. 
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Eveleigh Gasworks - Site History 

See Appendix B. 

The site has not been used as a gasworks for 
some time, though coal, shale, retort ash, tar, 
tarry oils, water, ammonia, sulphuretted 
hydrogen, lime, native oxide of iron, sawdust, 
coal-gas, shale-gas, would have been found on- 
site in the past. No chemicals or wastes are 
knowingly stored on the site now. Residual 
chemicals and wastes are addressed under 
‘Possible Contamination Sources’ and should be 
addressed in Stage 2 Detailed Site Investigation. 

Areas of fill around the works (possibly boiler 
ash), coal and shale raw material stockpile 
areas, retort house, scrubbers, condensers, tar 
wells, tar tanks, purifier boxes, buried pipe- 
work, gas-holders . 

See Appendix C. 

The gasworks consisted of two separate but 
parallel works. One works produced gas from 
coal for lighting nearby stations and signals, and 
the other works produced a much richer gas 
from shale for carriage lighting. The 
manufacturing process used in both works is 
described in detail in the two articles in 
Appendix D 20. 

Gas holders (see Appendix C), 
Tar wells (see Appendix A), 
Tar tanks (see Appendix A). 

I5 Don Godden & Associates. Nd. 
‘6 Don Godden & Associates. Nd. 
I7 Plan 184-195. RSA Plan Room. 
I8 Bruce J. Personal interview. 25 October 1999. 
I9 Turczynowicz L. 1993. The assessment and management of gasworks sites. In. Langley A. & 
van Alphen M. Eds. The Health Risk Assessment and Management of Contaminated Sites. SA 
Health Commission, Rundle Mall. 
2o Anon. 1898. Railway Gas Works. In. The NSW Railway Budget. 20 October 1898., and 
Brooks H. 1917. Railway Gasworks and Gasmaking, MacDonaldtown. In. N.S. W. Railway and 
Tramway Magazine. December 1917. 
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Eveleigh Gasworhs - Site History 

Not available. 

Gas to air, tar, and waste to ground, wastewater 
to sewer. 

None identified in located records. 

Not available. 

None found. 

See articles on the manufacturing process. 

Not available (probably predated the need for 
such). 

*’ Chapman G. & Murphy C. 1989. Soil Landscapes of the Sydney 7.700 000 Sheet. SCS, 
Sydney. 
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North - Carriage sheds, MacDonaldtown 
Railway Station, and multi track Main Western 
railway line. 

East - Railway corridor, and temporary 
materials storage site. 

South - Multi track Illawarra railway line. 

West - Residential terrace housing. 

The site is on the ‘Blacktown’ soil landscape, 
which comprises a gently undulating 
topography over Wianamatta shales (dark grey 
siltstones, shales, calcarious claystones, 
laminite, and coal) 21. 

High. 



Eveleigh Gasworks - Site History 

The above site history has confirmed that a railway gasworks operated on 
the site between 1892 and about 1958. 

The Eveleigh railway gasworks site is likely to have been contaminated by 
both organic and inorganic residuals. 

The remaining gas holder is listed as “gasometer at McDonaldtown end 
as an item within the Eveleigh Railway Worksho s Precinct on the SRA 
Section 170 Heritage and Conservation Register 8 . 

** SRA. Heritage and Conservation Register, State Rail Authority of N.S. W. October 1993. 
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