
Submission Report 
Young to Wellington Gas Pipeline 

Ref. No. BRRK4317.002 LandPartners Limited 
43 

3. Revised Statement of Commitments 
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3.1 Final Statement of Commitments 
 
Objective Ref. No. Commitment Project Stage EA Section 

Reference/s 

Strategic Planning and Project Justification 

To ensure a strategic and 
justified use of the gas 
resource and pipeline 
easement 

SP1 Investigate possible connections along the pipeline route for 
individual or community users 

Pre-
construction 

Section 5.1 

SP2 Investigate potential connections to other gas pipeline networks 
in NSW and Australia 

Pre-
construction 

SP3 Consult with Councils and other providers to determine the 
potential for use of the pipeline trench by other utilities 

Pre-
construction 

Land Use Planning 

To minimise land use 
conflict between the 
pipeline and land 
owners/ users 

LU1 Effective and inclusive negotiation of easement agreements to 
ensure all future uses and restrictions are known and agreed to 

Pre-
construction 

Section 5.2 

LU2 Implement a thorough program of ongoing stakeholder 
consultation to acquire relevant information and identify any 
issues of concern 

All 

LU3 Work with landowners, management agencies and the 
community to resolve any identified conflict and reduce impacts 

All 

LU4 Manage, via the CEMP and CMP, any environmental impacts 
that may negatively affect existing land uses 

Construction 

LU5 Ensure that the RoW is reinstated as soon as practicable after 
construction and in accordance with landowner requirements 

Construction 



Submission Report 
Young to Wellington Gas Pipeline 

Ref. No. BRRK4317.002  LandPartners Limited 
45 

Objective Ref. No. Commitment Project Stage EA Section 
Reference/s 

Ecology 

To minimise impacts on 
native flora and fauna 

E1 A geomorphic and ecological assessment will be undertaken 
of all waterway crossings prior to construction.  The 
assessment will be undertaken by suitably qualified 
professionals and will address a range of issues as identified 
by NOW.  The assessment will be forwarded to NOW, I&I 
NSW, DECCW and Councils for review. 

Pre-
construction 

Section 5.3 

E2 The Blakely’s Red Gum – Yellow Box open woodland located 
at Scenic Road (KP2.5) will be retained 

Pre-
construction 

E3 A pre-clearing survey will be undertaken by a suitably 
qualified ecologist.  The need for the establishment of offset 
areas to maintain or improve biodiversity values will be 
determined following survey 

Pre-
construction 

E4 The RoW will be limited to 30m and HDD work areas to 50m 
if possible 

Construction 

E5 Open cut construction across watercourses will be completed 
during dry periods where possible.  Use of a reduced RoW 
construction width, specialist crews and techniques will also 
minimise time and disturbance 

Construction 

E6 All vegetation clearing will be supervised by a fauna spotter/ 
catcher to prevent impacts on resident fauna 

Construction 

E7 Trenches to be closed as quickly as possible.  Fauna ramps at a 
distance of no greater than 200 metres apart.  The length of 
trench left open at any one time will be minimised wherever 
possible 

Construction 

E8 Fauna spotters/handlers will be present to inspect trenches at the 
start and finish of each day, with the task of removing any fauna 
from the trench and seeking treatment if any animals are injured 

Construction 
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Objective Ref. No. Commitment Project Stage EA Section 
Reference/s 

E9 Mature trees which may contain hollows, and isolated mature 
paddock trees will be retained within the RoW wherever possible.  
These will be located and flagged prior to construction.  If 
hollow-bearing trees are felled they are to be laid on the RoW 
post construction.  Nest boxes are to be installed as close as 
possible to each felled hollow-bearing tree 

Construction 

E10 Appropriate dust control measures to be employed during 
construction  

Construction 

E11 Appropriate noise and vibration control measures to be 
employed during construction  

Construction 

To minimise impacts on 
waterways 

E12 Preparation and implementation of a Sediment and Erosion 
Management Plan (SEMP) prior to, during and post construction 
of the pipeline.  Detail will need to be provided on specific 
methodologies including, but not limited to managing erosion in 
watercourses requiring open cutting, heavily eroded watercourses 
requiring bank re-instatement and works on steep slopes.  The 
Plan is to be provided to DECCW for review 

Pre-
construction 

E13 Stockpiling of soil to be completed in compliance with current 
best practice guidelines 

Construction 

E14 Works will not commence during periods of heavy rain Construction 

E15 Areas of bare soil following construction (other than cultivated 
croplands) will be sown with non-invasive grass seed to 
prevent erosion 

Construction  

To prevent the spread of 
weeds, pests and disease 

E16 A Biosecurity Management Plan (BMP) will be developed prior to, 
during, and after construction to minimise the potential for the 
spread of known weeds, pest and diseases.  Implementation of 
the BMP will remain the responsibility of the Principal Contractor, 
and eventually the Pipeline Operator 

All 

To encourage natural E17 Any dead timber or debris within the construction area will be 
stockpiled and re-scattered post construction 

Construction 
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Objective Ref. No. Commitment Project Stage EA Section 
Reference/s 

regeneration and 
undertake appropriate 
revegetation of the RoW 

E18 Any vegetation requiring removal will be mulched and 
stockpiled to be re-spread over the works area post 
construction.  Weedy vegetation will be removed from the site 

Construction 

E19 Liaison with property owners will be completed prior to works 
to discuss appropriate areas for revegetation where tree 
planting projects are disturbed 

Pre-
construction 

E20 Regeneration of the RoW post construction to be monitored 
and seeding and/or enhancement planting undertaken if 
natural regeneration is not successful 

Post-
construction 

E21 A Rehabilitation Plan will be prepared as part of the CEMP.  
Rehabilitation is to be undertaken in accordance with current 
best practice and landowner requirements and ensure that the 
works identified on page 16 of the EA are undertaken. Where 
a net loss of native riparian vegetation results due to 
construction activities, ERM Power will attempt to work within 
the relevant legislative requirements and guidelines such as 
“Degradation of native riparian vegetation along NSW water 
courses” (NSW DPI, June 2005) and “Policy and Guidelines 
for Fish Friendly Waterway Crossings” (NSW DPI, undated). 

Post-
construction 

Heritage 

To minimise impacts on 
sites and objects of 
Aboriginal heritage values 

H1 All identified Aboriginal sites to be avoided Construction Section 5.4 

H2 Further consultation to be undertaken with relevant stakeholders Pre-
construction/ 
construction 

H3 Monitoring of the construction RoW to ensure site protection and 
identify any additional sites or objects where present 

Construction 

H4 Survey and impact assessment of land to which access was not 
granted prior to construction commencing 

Pre- 
construction 

H5 Contingency plans for unexpected events Pre-
construction/ 
construction 
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Objective Ref. No. Commitment Project Stage EA Section 
Reference/s 

To minimise impacts on 
sites and objects of non-
Aboriginal heritage values 

H6 Work to commence within 25 metres of heritage items if 
observed during construction and the relevant heritage specialist 
and government authority to be contacted 

Construction 

Human Amenity 

To minimise impacts from 
noise and vibration 

HA1 Regular contact with affected individuals during construction to 
provide progress updates and notify of any particularly noisy 
activities 

Construction Section 5.5 

HA2 All construction workers (and any other relevant project 
employees) must be briefed at induction on relevant 
environmental management procedures.  A comprehensive 
CEMP will be prepared and it will be mandatory for all pipeline 
personnel including the Principal, Principal Contractor, Sub-
contractors, consultants and visitors to abide by and implement 
the CEMP 

Pre-
construction, 
Construction 

HA3 Noise and/ or vibration monitoring either in response to 
complaints or as part of a regular monitoring program 

Construction 

HA4 Scheduling of particularly noisy activities for less sensitive times of 
the day e.g. not early morning, late afternoon, or outside of 
standard work hours 

Construction 

HA5 Undertake condition surveys prior to commencement of 
construction where required 

Pre-
construction 

HA6 Consider use of respite times, where no noisy activities are 
undertaken, if construction is located in one place for longer 
periods 

Construction 

HA7 Site noisy plant or machinery behind existing barriers such as 
earth mounds, vegetated screens etc. 

Construction 

HA8 Operate noisy machinery separately rather than concurrently Construction 

HA9 Maintain all plant and equipment regularly Construction 
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Objective Ref. No. Commitment Project Stage EA Section 
Reference/s 

HA10 Avoid excessive idling of machinery or vehicles and minimise 
reversing of vehicles (reduce use of or use substitutes for 
reversing beeper) 

Construction  

HA11 Locate access roads and ancillary facilities away from residences 
to minimise traffic noise 

Construction 

HA12 Restrict use of heavy vehicles on existing roads to standard work 
hours wherever possible 

Construction 

HA13 Use mufflers or quiet technology wherever possible Construction 

HA14 Construct noise enclosures or barriers for particularly noisy 
activities or plant where applicable 

Construction 

HA15 Consider temporary relocation or architectural treatments for 
particularly affected landowners 

Construction 

HA16 Implement a real time complaints system for noise and other 
complaints.  A telephone number to be provided to all affected 
residences.  All noise complaints are to be investigated within 12 
hours of receipt and mitigation measures implemented within 24 
hours 

Construction 

HA17 Discuss construction activities and impacts such as noise and 
vibration as early as practicable once the project commences 
with affected landowners 

Pre-
construction 

HA18 Blasting, if required, will be undertaken in accordance with 
specific procedural guidelines and with reference to the 
Guidelines to Minimise Annoyance due to Blasting Overpressure 
and Ground Vibration (ANZECC 1990) 

Construction 
 



Submission Report 
Young to Wellington Gas Pipeline 

Ref. No. BRRK4317.002  LandPartners Limited 
50 

Objective Ref. No. Commitment Project Stage EA Section 
Reference/s 

HA19 If work is required within recommended buffers outside of 
standard work hours the following will be undertaken: 

 Tonal reversing alarms on vehicles and plant are 
removed; 

 Noisy plant is not used in the early morning period 
between 6-7am; 

 Rock breaking is not undertaken at night; 

 An audit of the noise emissions from the selected 
plant items once the detailed methodology is 
finalized is conducted and the assessment of buffer 
distances revised accordingly; 

 Agreements are negotiated with landowners within 
the buffers to conduct noisy works outside the 
standard construction hours with the trade off being 
that the duration of exposure will be decreased; and 

 A detailed, real-time complaints handling system is 
implemented with the commitment to investigated 
noise levels and stop work if required when 
complaints are received. 

Construction 
 

To minimise impacts on 
air quality 

HA20 Air quality monitoring near sensitive receptors either in response 
to complaints or as part of a regular monitoring program 

Construction 

HA21 Regular watering of the RoW, any relevant stockpiles and 
unsealed roads 

Construction 

HA22 Road sweeping of dust accumulating on sealed roads Construction 

HA23 Disturbed areas to be revegetated and/ or stabilised as soon as 
possible after construction complete 

Construction 

HA24 Clearing, grading and excavating to be avoided wherever 
possible in windy conditions i.e. when wind speeds over 40 km/h 
are experienced or predicted 

Construction  
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Objective Ref. No. Commitment Project Stage EA Section 
Reference/s 

HA25 Speed limits to be imposed for all traffic on the RoW and access 
roads 

Construction 

HA26 Grids and/ or wheel wash facilities at RoW and ancillary facility 
exits 

Construction 

HA27 All loose material loads eg sand, mulch, spoil etc., to be covered Construction 

HA28 Vehicles and machinery to be regularly maintained and cleaned Construction 

HA29 Reduce vehicle and machinery idling and revving Construction 

HA30 Vehicles and machinery to be fitted or purchased with emission 
reduction technology wherever possible 

Construction 

HA31 Encourage car pooling by employees to work and to site Construction 

To minimise impacts on 
visual amenity 

HA32 The RoW to be reinstated and revegetated as soon as practicable 
after completion of construction 

Construction 

HA33 The RoW and ancillary facilities to be kept orderly and clean at 
all times 

Construction 

HA34 Final cleanup to ensure all rubbish, construction materials, 
flagging tape etc. is removed from the easement 

Construction 

Socio-economic Impacts 

To minimise impacts on 
the socio-economic 
environment of the 
locality 

SE1 Local and regional publicity regarding construction timeframes 
and works 

Construction Section 5.6 

SE2 Fair compensation to landowners for easements acquisition or 
associated losses  

Pre-
construction 

SE3 Negotiation with landowners regarding access to private property Pre-
construction 

SE4 Provision of local employment opportunities and purchase of 
local materials wherever possible 
 

Construction 



Submission Report 
Young to Wellington Gas Pipeline 

Ref. No. BRRK4317.002  LandPartners Limited 
52 

Objective Ref. No. Commitment Project Stage EA Section 
Reference/s 

SE5 Accommodate workers in town and villages instead of 
construction camps wherever possible 

Construction 

Hazards and Risks 

To identify and manage 
all risks associated with 
construction, operation 
and decommissioning of 
the pipeline 

HR1 A FHA to be prepared prior to construction to further define the 
risks and management required once detailed pipeline design is 
finalised.  The FHA will consider a number of issues including; 
decommissioning requirements, deliberate damage to the pipe, 
fire risk, site specific agricultural activities, ageing infrastructure, 
lack of funds for reparation, host geology, monitoring data 
interpretation and management etc.  The FHA will be forwarded 
to Councils and recommendations incorporated into the CMP 

Pre-
construction 

Section 5.7 

HR2 A geotechnical assessment of the entire proposed route will be 
undertaken prior to construction.  The assessment will identify 
any construction, operation and decommissioning risks 
associated with the host geology.  Design specification and 
construction methodology will be prescribed accordingly. 

Pre-
construction 

To minimise risk to public 
safety 

HR3 Restrict access to construction areas Construction 

HR4 Effective communication to landowners and the general public 
regarding potential safety issues 

Construction 

HR5 Adequate management of increased traffic Construction 

HR6 Easement agreements to address any safety issues and 
requirements 

Pre-
construction 

HR7 Marker signs and tape to be installed as per AS2885 to locate 
the pipeline position.  Hard and soft copies of the pipeline 
location can be provided to Councils and landowners 

Post-
construction 

Surface and Ground Water 
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Objective Ref. No. Commitment Project Stage EA Section 
Reference/s 

To minimise impacts on 
waterways 

W1 A geomorphic and ecological assessment will be undertaken of 
all waterway crossings prior to construction.  The assessment will 
be undertaken by suitably qualified professionals and will 
address a range of issues as identified by NOW.  The assessment 
will be forwarded to NOW, I&I NSW, DECCW and Councils for 
review.   

Pre-
construction 

Section 5.8 

 

 

W2 Following assessment, detailed designs and procedures will be 
prepared for each waterway crossing (or type) in accordance with 
all relevant policies, guidelines and legislation.  Designs, 
methodologies, mitigation and rehabilitation to be included in 
the CMP forwarded to NOW, I&I NSW and DECCW for review.  
Contingency plans for loss of equipment (including notification of 
the appropriate I&I NSW officer) during directional drilling also to 
be included 

Pre-
construction 

W3 I&I NSW, NOW and DECCW to be notified of the construction 
and removal (program of works) of all waterway crossings.   

Construction 

W4 Hydro-test water will not be discharged directly to natural water 
bodies 

Construction 

W5 The quality of hydro-test water will be determined prior to its 
disposal and if appropriate the discarded water will be supplied 
for beneficial use in consultation with landowners.  Water quality 
will be tested against Waste Classification Guideline: Part 1-4 
(DECC 2008).  Where water is not suitable for beneficial use it 
will be disposed of to land typically through a settling basin with 
erosion control.  This will be determined in consultation with 
landowners 

Construction 

W6 Requisite licenses under Water Sharing Plans and/ or the 
Water Management Act 2000 will be sought prior to 
construction 

Pre-
construction/ 
Construction 

W7 No vehicle access over waterways during pipeline operation Operation 
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Objective Ref. No. Commitment Project Stage EA Section 
Reference/s 

To minimise impacts on 
groundwater 

W8 Where significant groundwater hosted by a permeable lithology 
is encountered, i.e. a discharging spring, the trench immediately 
downslope from the discharge zone should be backfilled and 
sealed using bentonite or equivalent to prevent change in the 
groundwater flow 

Construction 

W9 Areas of unconsolidated sediment found during trenching should 
be directionally drilled from points outside the unconsolidated 
unit to avoid disturbance of groundwater systems potentially 
present 

Construction 

W10 The trench to be filled with material matching the 
porosity/permeability of the unit found in the section of trench. 
Ideally this material would be the spoil from the trenching 
operations in the affected section. If the trenched materials are 
layered (topsoil, subsoil, clays, gravels) efforts should be made to 
replace the different materials back in the trench in their original 
order 

Construction 

To ensure access to an 
adequate and equitable 
supply of water for 
construction 

W11 Ongoing liaison to be undertaken with relevant agencies 
regarding access to water supplies 

Pre-
construction/ 
construction 

Infrastructure 

To minimise impacts on 
existing infrastructure 

I1 All infrastructure crossings buried and above ground will be 
surveyed and located during detailed route survey and design.  
Consultation will be undertaken with Councils to assist with 
location 

Pre-
construction/ 
construction 

Section 5.9 

I2 Prior to construction all buried services will be physically located 
by pot holing or by controlled excavation 

Pre-
construction/ 
construction 

I3 Provide Councils with works as executed plans Post-
construction 

Traffic and Transport     
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Objective Ref. No. Commitment Project Stage EA Section 
Reference/s 

To minimise impacts on 
traffic and transport 
networks in the locality  

T1 A Traffic Management Plan will be prepared prior to work 
commencing.  This plan will provide all personnel involved in 
management and construction of the pipeline with systems 
and procedures for managing traffic including: 

 Traffic route selection 

 Hours of operation 

 Scheduling movements of oversized vehicles, 
including specialised heavy machinery and pipes, to 
avoid peak times 

 Reinstatement of excavated road surfaces and road 
shoulders 

 Management of noise impacts and complaints 

 Safe work practices 

Pre-
construction 

Section 5.10 

To reduce impacts from 
increased traffic and 
transport as a result of the 
project. 

T2 Construction noise and vibration management measures, 
where relevant, to be employed to minimise impacts from 
traffic noise (see commitments HA1-HA17 above) 

Construction 

T3 Publicity in local communities will increase local driver 
awareness of construction and the temporary increase in 
vehicle movements 

Construction 

T4 Road crossings will be under-bored in the Cowra and Young 
Shires in accordance with relevant Council policy.  Where 
under-boring is not possible in the Cowra LGA, a report 
outlining justification will be provided to Council.  The 
requisite permits will be sought from all Councils prior to 
construction.  Vehicle access details also to be provided to 
Young Council as requested. 

Pre-
construction/ 
Construction 

 

Waste and Hazardous Materials 

To ensure all waste 
material is managed 
appropriately 

WH1 All waste to be classified as per the Waste Classification 
Guidelines (DECCW 2009) and managed in accordance with the 
general principles for management of each class (refer Section 
5.11.3).  The Waste Management Plan, in the CEMP, will be 
forwarded to the DECCW for review 

Construction Section 5.11 
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Objective Ref. No. Commitment Project Stage EA Section 
Reference/s 

To minimise the risk of 
pollution 

WH2 The WMP will outline specific procedures and the emergency 
response for spills of any liquid or hazardous wastes or the 
uncovering of any potential or actual contaminated site 

Pre-
construction/ 
construction 

Community and Stakeholder Consultation 

To ensure effective and 
ongoing consultation over 
the life of the project 

CC1 Community and Stakeholder Consultation Plan to be 
prepared prior to construction.  The Plan to be implemented 
before and during construction 

Pre-
construction/ 
construction 

Section 5.12 

Ancillary Facilities 

To minimise 
environmental and social 
impacts from construction 
of temporary ancillary 
facilities 

AF1 Temporary ancillary facilities will be established, maintained 
and decommissioned in accordance with approval 
requirements, landowner requests, cultural heritage issues 
and environmental conditions 

Pre-
construction 

Section 2.4.1 

Route Realignment     

To minimise 
environmental and social 
impacts from any 
required route 
realignments 

RR1 If realignment of the route is required outside of the corridor 
assessed for this application, appropriate investigation, 
assessment and management of any cultural heritage, 
ecological, landowner or construction issues will be 
undertaken.  Similarly, assessment of the appropriate route 
across properties where access has not yet been granted will 
be undertaken in consultation with landowners 

Pre-
construction 

Section 2.3.2 
 
 
 
 

Maintenance Period     

Enable an adequate 
period of maintenance of 
the pipeline post 
construction 

M1 The pipeline construction contractor (or other relevant 
organisation) will be liable for a 24 month maintenance 
period after construction is complete. 

Post-
construction 
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Appendix A – Public Submissions 













Phone: 02 6392 3247 
THE GENERAL MANAGER 

POST OFFICE BOX 17 
MOLONG 2866 

Doc ID: 192537 

Fax: 02 6392 3260 Your Ref: HN:DW 

Contact: Heather Nicholls Website: www.cabonne.nsw.gov.au ABN: 41992 919 200 

Date: 23 July 2010 Email: council@cabonne.nsw.gov.au

Director
Infrastructure Projects 
Dept of Planning 
GPO Box 39 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Exhibition of Environmental Assessment – Young to Wellington Gas Pipeline 
Application Reference Number MP 09-0143 

Cabonne Council has given consideration to the proposal for the gas pipeline 
between Young and Wellington and generally supports the proposal. 

It is noted that there may be property owners of rural land within proximity to the 
proposed pipeline who currently have subdivision approvals that are yet to be 
enacted upon.  Hence there may be additional subdivision patterns to be identified 
beyond those identified by use of land mapping systems.  This relates in particular 
to the creation of life style lots known as concessional lots.  Further investigation 
of this matter may be required as part of the assessment of the proposal. 

Council has noted the close proximity of the proposed gas line to the townships of 
Canowindra, Cudal, Manildra, Molong and Cumnock and is keen to identify and 
discuss any potential for junctions to be provided at each of these locations 
should there be any potential for future servicing of those communities, and in 
particular the major industrial businesses presently established at Manildra. 

It is noted the pipeline crosses or is in proximity to road infrastructure, as well as 
creek crossings.  A preliminary examination of the proposed location of the route 
does not raise any initial concern and Council looks forward to further discussions 
with the proponent to ensure minimal impact upon the environment and 
infrastructure.  

Yours faithfully, 

HJ Nicholls 
Director Environmental Services 


































