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Landscape Notes              Orchard Hill 
Tree, shrub & groundcover species selected for this project, were taken from NPWS 
documents specific to the Cumberland Plain Woodlands Community. It is assumed that a 
maintenance plan will be in place to ensure the successful establishment of these species. 
Due to the nature of the site, the size of planting areas and their location, it is recommended 
that tube stock and direct seeding be used for all species where practicable. Tube stock has 
the highest rate of success during establishment, compared with larger pot sizes. Where tube 
stock is not available for particular species, it is recommended that seed is collected and 
tubestock grown . For the groundcover stratum, it would be acceptable to use hydromulching 
as a cheaper option. 
 
Hydromulching of mounds and project site faces in the initial stage is recommended, to aid in 
slope stabilisation and erosion control. Application of the hydromulch will occur before any 
planting work begins, with trees, shrubs and groundcover species being added at later stages. 
A schedule has been provided for hydromulching species, which include cover crop and native 
grass species. The cover crop species have the fastest strike rate, making them ideal for initial 
slope stabilisation and erosion control. The native grass mix will strike at a slower rate, but will 
eventually take over the cover crop, providing a natural pasture land effect. 
 
During the establishment period (initial 12 months after planting), it is expected that a certain 
amount of plant failure will occur in all planting areas. This is normal and is dependent on the 
maintenance regime and other environmental factors. Due to occasional plant failure during 
establishment periods, it is necessary to ‘over plant’, to allow a satisfactory canopy cover, not 
only for tree stratum, but shrub and groundcover stratum as well. It is recommended that tree 
guards be used to protect tree plantings from animals and wind damage. Weed control matting 
is also recommended to improve the success rate during establishment. 
 
The sketch below depicts the typical planting matrix for the Orchard Hills Project. This initial 
planting density is necessary to ensure plant failure during the establishment period, does not 
affect the visual screening capacity of planting areas at 8 years and 25 years. It is 
recommended that tree, shrub and groundcover species are evenly distributed through the 
matrix, to give a natural landscape quality to all planting areas. Planting areas shown on the 
Schematic Landscape Plan: Final Landform includes ‘Managed Vegetated Areas’. These 
areas will have plant stock added when the land is returned to pastureland. Plant stock for 
these areas will be sourced from the ‘New Informal Plantings of Cumberland Plain Woodland 
Species’ planting schedule. 

 


