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1. Exploration Summary 

1.1 Exploration 

In 2023, surface exploration included drilling1 of 7 partly-cored boreholes at Ulan Underground, 15 

boreholes (8 partly-cored and 7 open) at Ulan West, 40 boreholes (16 partly-cored and 24 open hole) 

at Bungaba (EL8687/9363) and 3 partly-cored boreholes within EL9419 (Table 1-1) for mine design 

characterisation, geotechnical and coal quality purposes.   

Of the 11433m drilled, 5097m was open hole drilling and 6336m was core drilling. Cored holes were 

chipped down to approximately 20m above the Ulan Seam, and then cored to total depth.  The core 

is logged in the field and stored in the Ulan core shed.  Exploration holes were geophysically logged, 

surveyed by site surveyors and then sealed and rehabilitated consistent with the requirements of the 

Exploration Code of Practice: Rehabilitation2.  Coal quality testing results are positive to mining and 

the geological model was updated.  No prospecting operations were undertaken in environmentally 

sensitive areas of state significance or exempted areas as defined by the Mining Act 1992. 

Table 1-1 - Summary of 2023 Exploration Drilling 

 Ulan 
Underground 

Ulan West Bungaba EL9419 Total 

Tenement ML1468 ML1468 EL8687 EL9419  

Core Boreholes 
7 x Partially 

cored 
8 x Partially 

cored 
16 x Partially 

cored 
3 34 

Meters Drilled 1874m 1511m 2340m 609m 6336m 

Non-Core 
Boreholes 

Nil 7 24 0 31 

Meters Drilled 0m 1499m 3598m 0 5097m 

Total Meters 
Drilled 

1874m 1842m 5938m 609m 10265m 

Boreholes 
Grouted 

7 boreholes 
grouted 

15 boreholes 
grouted 

40 boreholes 
grouted 

3 65 

Boreholes 
Rehabilitated 

7 15 40 3 65 

 
The proposed 2024 exploration program is outlined in Figure 1-1; this program is subject to change 
based on operational requirements. There are 92 boreholes (25 UWW, 32 Cliffdale, 19 ULW & 16 UUG) 
planned to be drilled within the next Reporting Period. These boreholes will be drilled to characterise 
areas of geological and geotechnical concern and to monitor ground water.  
  

 
1 Authorised Surface Disturbance Notification (SDN) is required from the DPIE-RR for drilling in exploration licence areas outside of the 
mining lease. 
2 NSW Department of Planning and Environment, Division of Resources and Geoscience (2015) Exploration Code of Practice: Rehabil itation 
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Figure 1-1 - 2024 Proposed Exploration Areas 
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Figure 1-2 - Exploration Notice & Community Information (Mudgee Guardian 16/12/2022) 
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Figure 1-3 - Exploration Notice & Community Information (Gulgong Gossip December 2022 issue) 

 

Figure 1-4 - Exploration Notice & Community Information (Mudgee Guardian 11/08/2023) 
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Figure 1-5 - Exploration Notice & Community Information (Mudgee Guardian 18/08/2023) 
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Figure 1-6 - Exploration Notice & Community Information (Gulgong Gossip September 2023 issue) 

 

Figure 1-7 - Exploration Notice & Community Information (The Coolah District Diary 16/8/2023) 
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Figure 1-8 - Exploration Notice & Community Information (The Dunedoo District Diary 23/8/2023) 
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Table 1-2 2023 Borehole Details  

Ulan West 

Site ID Description Depth (m) 

DDH729 Partly Cored HQ3 170.90 

DDH640 Partly Cored HQ3 172.50 

DDH637 Partial Core 185.7 

DDH637A Partial Core 182.7 

DDH634 Partial Core 185.7 

DDH636 Partial Core 197.8 

DDH639 Partial Core 173.8 

DDH638 Partial Core 242.7 

R1266 Open Hole 176.50 

R1267 Open Hole 206.00 

R1268 Open Hole 206.00 

R1269 Open Hole 206.00 

R1270 Open Hole 244.00 

R1271 Open Hole 229.50 

R1272 Open Hole 231.00 

Cliffdale 

Site ID Description Depth (m) 

UUGN_25 Partially_Cored 228 

UUGN_38 Partially_Cored 151 

UUGN_43 Partially_Cored 230 

Ulan Underground 

Site ID Description Depth (m) 

DDH730 Partly Cored HQ3 300.20 

DDH731 Partly Cored HQ3 240.16 

DDH732 Partly Cored HQ3 188.90 

DDH733 Partly Cored HQ3 191.80 

DDH735 Partly Cored HQ3 341.84 

DDH736 Partly Cored HQ3 200.84 

DDH737 Partly Cored HQ3 410.87 

Bungaba 

Site ID Description Depth (m) 

UWW_101 Open_Hole 131.87 

UWW_104 Open_Hole 113.78 

UWW_105 Open_Hole 109.52 

UWW_106 Open_Hole 109.41 

UWW_107 Open_Hole 108.29 

UWW_110 Open_Hole 93.21 

UWW_111 Open_Hole 161.37 

UWW_114 Open_Hole 183.33 

UWW_115 Open_Hole 126.06 

UWW_116 Open_Hole 123.67 

UWW_118 Open_Hole 176.42 

UWW_119 Open_Hole 184.25 

UWW_120 Open_Hole 187.27 

UWW_121 Open_Hole 186.89 

UWW_123 Open_Hole 177.15 

UWW_124 Open_Hole 131.55 

UWW_125 Open_Hole 129.44 

UWW_126 Open_Hole 118.99 

UWW_127 Open_Hole 175.05 

UWW_24 Open_Hole 146 

UWW_96 Open_Hole 161.93 

UWW_97 Open_Hole 183.55 

UWW_98 Open_Hole 196 
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UWW_99 Open_Hole 183 

UWW_02 Partial_Core_HQ 124 

UWW_100 Partial_Core_HQ 135.42 

UWW_117 Partial_Core_HQ 175.94 

UWW_122 Partial_Core_HQ 184.58 

UWW_128 Partial_Core_HQ 110 

UWW_129 Partial_Core_HQ 110 

UWW_32 Partial_Core_HQ 172 

UWW_33 Partial_Core_HQ 168 

UWW_34 Partial_Core_HQ 120 

UWW_35 Partial_Core_HQ 124 

UWW_47 Partial_Core_HQ 136 

UWW_48 Partial_Core_HQ 146 

UWW_49 Partial_Core_HQ 138 

UWW_50 Partial_Core_HQ 175 

UWW_52 Partial_Core_HQ 133 

UWW_53 Partial_Core_HQ 189 



 

 

 

 


