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1. INTRODUCTION &  
DEVELOPMENT OVERVIEW 

 
This report has been prepared to provide a summary and outline of consultations undertaken with 
regard to the redevelopment of the Hanson Sand Quarry at Somersby.   
 
Consultations have been required as part of the preparation of the various specialist reports and 
undertaken in accordance with the Guidelines for Major Project Community Consultation 
(Department of Planning October 2007).  The purpose of undertaking consultations in accordance 
with the Departments guidelines is to: 
 

 Ensure that factual information about the proposal is widely available to people with an 

interest. 

 Allow the community and relevant stakeholders to have their say in the assessment process. 

 Bring new information and ideas to a project. 

 Avoid unnecessary delays by addressing stakeholder concerns prior to lodgement. 

 Provide an opportunity for the negotiation of outcomes acceptable to both the proponent and 

community. 

 Build long term relationships in the local community. 

 Enhance a proponent’s reputation in the community. 

 
In the preparation of the submission consultations have been undertaken by the following: 
 
Consultations have generally been positive with all stakeholders and issues raised have been 
incorporated into the design of the proposal and surrounds, or will be assessed as part of the 
application process.  In this report, consultations are presented as either meeting minutes or as a 
summary sheet of the various consultations and discussions undertaken as part of the 
development process. 
 
Furthermore, correspondence related to the consultations is included in following sections of this 
report and as Attachment where appropriate. 
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1.1 Background 
 
The Development 
The consultation report relates to the proposed expansion of Hanson Sand Quarry, located in 
Reservoir Road, Somersby.   The existing quarry is located on Lot 33, DP 755246 Reservoir Road, 
Somersby.  The proposed extension is to take place on Lot 10 DP 1090880, Keighley Road, 
Somersby.  The outline of the proposed development is: 
 

 An addition of 8 hectares to the quarry footprint through boundary adjustment between the 
two lots. A proposed plan of subdivision is shown below; 

 The proposed boundary adjustment will include the provision of appropriate easements for 
access from Reservoir Road and Keighley Road to the balance of Lot 10, DP 1090880.  
This will provide this residue lot with legal access to both roads;  

 The proposal will not require any additional plant or equipment, and will largely utilise the 
existing administration buildings, plant, equipment, loading facilities etc which are located 
on the existing quarry site;  

 The addition of 8 hectares will not increase the annual quarry output, but rather, will extend 
the life of the quarry operation; 

 The lifespan of the quarry will be extended by approximately 17 years as a result of the 
proposal; 

 The number of employees will not alter (from 10 full time staff) as a result of the quarry 
extension; 

 Haulage routes and traffic volumes generated by the site will remain the same as current 
routes/volumes. All quarry operations will utilise the existing access points on Reservoir 
Road; and 

 The total resource for the quarry extension is approximately 5 million tonnes. The existing 
quarry has a remaining resource of approximately 4.8 million tonnes (total resource of 
approximately 9.8 million tonnes). 
 

1.2 Existing Quarry Operations 
 
The existing quarry has operated on the adjoining site for nearly fifty (50) years.  Specific 
characteristics of the existing quarry are as follows: 

 The quarry is situated wholly on Lot 33 DP 755246, Reservoir Road, Somersby which has an 
area of approximately 48.6 hectares as well as an additional lease area to the west of the 
main quarry; 

 The quarry has an annual production of approximately 310,000 tonnes with a total remaining 
resource of around 4.8 million tonnes; 

 The quarry has a current maximum working depth of approximately 55-60m below the 
natural ground level; 

 The quarry currently employs ten (10) full time staff and one contractor.  In addition, there is 
a sales manager that shares his time between 3 quarries (including this one). 
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2. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
As part of the development of the Environmental Assessment, a range of community engagement 
initiatives have been undertaken.  These are outlined below:  
 

2.1 Preliminary Environmental Assessment, Planning Focus Meeting and Government 
Agency Comments 

 
A detailed Preliminary Environmental Assessment (PEA) has been previously prepared and 
submitted for the consideration of the Department of Planning as well as government agencies. 
This PEA was accompanied by detailed preliminary reports including: 
 

 Preliminary Contamination Assessment 
 Preliminary Traffic Assessment 
 Preliminary Ecological Assessment 
 Visual Impact Assessment; 
 Preliminary Noise/Acoustic Report 
 Preliminary Air Quality Assessment 
 Preliminary Surface and Groundwater Assessment; and 
 Preliminary Aboriginal Archaeology Assessment. 

 
In accordance with the requirements of the SEPP (Major Development), a copy of the full 
Preliminary Environmental Assessment & all supporting documents was provided to relevant 
Government Agencies and Gosford Council. Agencies who were provided with a copy of the PEA 
included: 
 

 Department of Environment & Climate Change (DECC); 
 The Department of Primary Industries (incorporating the Department of Mineral 

Resources); 
 The Department of Water & Energy;  
 The NSW Roads & Traffic Authority; and 
 Gosford City Council 

 
Each of the Government Agencies and Gosford Council staff where invited to attend the Planning 
Focus Meeting and Site Visit/Inspection which was held on Wednesday September 24, 2008. 
 
Attendees at the meeting included: 
 

 Representatives of the applicant (Hansons Construction Materials Pty Ltd), their agents, 
planning consultants and specialist consultants; 

 Representatives from the Department of Planning; 
 Representatives of the Department of Primary Industries 
 Representatives of the Department of Water & Energy; and 
 Representatives from Gosford City Council; 

  
Subsequent to the Planning Focus Meeting, the Director General’s Requirements (DGR’s) for the 
project were received in addition to specific letters from: 
 

 Department of Environment & Climate Change (DECC); 
 The Department of Primary Industries (incorporating the Department of Mineral 

Resources); 
 The Department of Water & Energy; and 
 The NSW Roads & Traffic Authority. 

 
A copy of the Director General’s Requirements is included in Attachment 1 and letters from 
Government Agencies are included as Attachment 2.  
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2.2 General Consultations with Gosford City Council 
 
General consultations/discussions have been held with Gosford City Council’s town planning staff.  
These consultations have taken place over a period of several months during late 2008 and 
throughout 2009.  Consultations include general discussions with customer services staff, town 
planning ‘duty’ officers and senior planning staff. Many of these consultations have taken place 
either in person, or via telephone and relate primarily to clarification of Council’s planning 
requirements and policies.  In addition, Council’s planning staff have provided a series of maps to 
assist in the preparation of the Environmental Assessment (including bushfire mapping, zoning 
plans, and extracts from Agricultural Capability mapping). 
 

2.3 Consultations – Traffic & Access Issues 
 
Consultation with the Roads & Traffic Authority  
As part of the preparation of the Traffic Impact Assessment, written consultations where directed to 
relevant senior staff from the NSW Roads & Traffic Authority.  Consultations where held with Mr 
Scott Stapleton (Senior Road Safety and Traffic Officer, Network Management - Central Coast 
Office). 
 
These consultations revealed that the Roads and Traffic Authority do not raise any immediate 
concerns with traffic and transportation issues associated with the proposed development, and 
commented that a full assessment would be made once the Environmental Assessment was 
presented to the Department of Planning.  
 
Consultations with Gosford Council  
As part of the preparation of the Traffic Impact Assessment, written consultations where directed to 
relevant senior staff from Gosford City Council.  These consultations related specifically to road 
capacity issues. Mr Jim Mahoney (Acting Manager, Development, Gosford City Council) advised 
that he was not aware of any capacity issues for the relevant road junctions.  However, Mr 
Mahoney reserved the right to make a more formal review of the application and details once the 
Environmental Assessment was submitted to the Department of Planning. 
 

2.4 Aboriginal Community Consultation 
 
In terms of Aboriginal Consultation, DECCW issued their Interim Community Consultation 
Guidelines for Applicants (ICCG) in 2004 which provides the requirements for consultation with 
Local Aboriginal Community. 
 
Aboriginal Community Stakeholders for the Gosford LGA were consulted and participated in the 
archaeological field survey. The survey was conducted on Tuesday 28th July 2009 by: 
 

 Gillian Goode, Field Archaeologist for RPS HSO,  
 Sharon Hodgetts, Sites Officer representing Darkinjung Local Aboriginal Land Council 

(DLALC); and  
 David Pross the Sites Officer for Guringai Tribal Link Aboriginal Corporation (GTLAC). 

 
At the conclusion of the survey, the Aboriginal Community Sites Officers in discussions with the 
archaeologist from RPS HSO, concluded that there was no evidence of any Aboriginal cultural 
heritage sites within the immediate study area for the proposed quarry extension and associated 
access easements.  
 
The Aboriginal Community Representatives made a review of the Draft Archaeology Impact 
Assessment and have made comments as appropriate – their comments are incorporated into the 
Archaeology Impact Assessment which is attached to the main Environmental Assessment.  
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2.5 Social & Economic Impact  
 
In the preparation of this SEIA there have been numerous consultations undertaken.  All 
consultations have been undertaken in line with the Guidelines for Major Project Community 
Consultation (NSW Department of Planning, 2007).  The specific stakeholders that have been 
consulted with (and the purpose of the consultation) are listed below. 
 

Person/organisation Purpose 

Andrew Driver – Hanson To understand the operation of the quarry and purpose of 
the proposal. 

Neil Catt – Hanson To understand the operation of the quarry and purpose of 
the proposal. 

Residents along Reservoir Road, 
Keighley Road 

To inform of the proposed extension and to identify any 
social and economic impact and the extent of these 
impacts. 

Helen Eaves - GCC Social Planner To clarify and confirm the scope of the SEIA and identify 
specific areas of enquiry. 

GCC Strategic Land Use Planner To clarify the progress of the Draft LEP and to commence 
discussions regarding land use post quarry operations. 

Jane Young – Principle Somersby 
Public School 

To inform of the proposed extension and to identify any 
social and economic impact and the extent of these 
impacts. 

Lyn Daniel – Somersby Action 
Group 

To inform of the proposed extension and to identify any 
social and economic impact and the extent of these 
impacts. 

Darrell Rigby – Harper Somers 
O’Sullivan 

To identify progress of the Aboriginal Archeologically 
Survey and outcomes. 

Andrew Norris – Martins and Assoc. To discuss SEIA and specific concerns identified by 
residents along Keighley Road. 

Jason Watson – Heggies To discuss SEIA and specific concerns identified by 
residents along Keighley Road. 

Andrew Roach – Insite Planning To monitor progress of consultants, in particular, noise, 
dust, water and archaeology.  

 
Consultations have been undertaken to identify the social and economic impacts of the proposed 
quarry extension.   The consultation process did not identify any concerns regarding impacts on 
the broader community.  This was because the quarry has been operating for many years and that 
the proposed extension was to increase the life of the quarry, rather than an increase in 
production.  
 
The areas where concerns were identified are with the surrounding neighbours which are identified 
as being the primary area of affectation (those residences located along Keighley Road).  These 
concerns related to noise, dust and water.  The management of the social and economic impacts 
are detailed in the Environmental Assessment and specialist reports where appropriate.   
 
Consultation with Gosford Council 
 
As part of the preparation of the Social & Economic Impact Assessment, consultation with Gosford 
City Council’s Social Planner (Ms Helen Eaves) was undertaken. This consultation was to identify 
particular areas of enquiry and any potential social and economic impacts from the point of view of 
the Local Authority. 
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2.6 Neighbour & Community Consultation  
 
In addition to the specific consultation processes undertaken (above), a number of consultations 
with the community/neighbours were also undertaken, including: 
 
Update Newsletters Sent to Neighbours 
Early in the development process, Hanson’s Construction Materials & Insite Planning Engineering 
Economic & Social entered into a process of ensuring that neighbours and nearby residents were 
kept well informed of the proposed development and the process of the application to extend the 
quarry. 
 
An initial newsletter was distributed to around 29 neighbours and nearby property owners during 
late 2008. The newsletter was to give neighbours an understanding of the proposed development, 
as well as providing them with an early opportunity to contact Hanson’s or their representatives, to 
note any concerns or issues. 
 
A follow up newsletter was distributed to 29 nearby properties during early December 2009, in 
order to provide an update on the process of the application and works to date. 
 
Copies of these newsletters are included as Attachment 3. 
 
Specific Community Consultations 
In addition to the general newsletter provided to neighbours, more specific consultations were 
undertaken by personal visits and provision of information to neighbours/community groups. This 
included general ‘door-knock’ or neighbours and informal discussions during 2009 as well as 
written correspondence to specific neighbours where specific issues were raised. 
 
In addition, more structured meetings were held on two occasions with neighbours to discuss 
specific concerns. 
 

 The first meeting was held on November 24, 2009 to discuss a range of issues and the 
impending completion of specialist reports and the lodgement of the application with the 
Department of Planning.  This meeting was held at the home of a neighbouring property 
owner where around half a dozen interested neighbours attended to discuss issues such as 
water, traffic, noise, dust and visual impacts. In addition to neighbours, attendees included 
the project manager from Insite Planning (note that no specialist noise, air, water or traffic 
consultants where in attendance). Notes from this meeting are included as Attachment 4; 

 
 A second meeting was held on Monday December 14, 2009.  This meeting was with the 

immediate neighbour to the east of the proposed quarry extension and was aimed at 
specifically discussing issues relating to surface and groundwater.  Attendees at this 
meeting included the property owner (Mr Katrakitis), representatives of Hanson’s 
Construction Materials and their planning consultant, as well as staff from Marten’s 
Consulting Engineers who have specialist expertise in groundwater and surface water 
aspects of the proposal.  A copy of the notes from this meeting are included as Attachment 

5. 
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3. ADDRESSING ISSUES AND MONITORING 
SOCIAL IMPACTS 

 
The social and economic impacts identified above need to be determined by the specialist studies 
being undertaken by other consultants.  The outcome of these reports must be able to identify that 
there is no increase in any risk.  This means that the quality of life experienced by residents must 
not be adversely affected, nor should the commercial viability of the chicken farm or orchards, 
particularly in the primary area of affectation.   
 
To progress the social impact assessment’s finding, the sub consultant’s reports have been 
reviewed and the summaries / conclusions are listed below: 
 
ISSUE - Noise The increase in noise will have a negative impact on the 

quality of life of residents.  This will be particularly evident 
on weekends. 

Management Action Preparation of acoustic / noise report by Heggies Pty Ltd. 
 

Report Findings Heggies was commissioned by Insite Planning Services 
Pty Ltd on behalf of Hanson Construction Materials Pty Ltd 
(the proponent) to undertake a Noise Assessment for the 
extension of Central Coast Sand Quarry, Somersby NSW. 
 
It was identified that numerous residential receivers are 
potentially susceptible to noise impacts. The sensitivity of 
these receptors is a reflection of their distance from the 
quarry and the attenuating effects of topography and local 
meteorology (wind direction and strength). Receptors A, B 
C and D which are in close proximity (less than 60m) from 
the proposed extraction areas potentially the most 
affected. 
 
This report has identified the following noise mitigation 
requirements and recommendation for the Somersby Sand 
Quarry existing and proposed extension operations: 
 
Existing Quarry Operation 
Predicted noise levels show that full quarry operations will 
comply with the DECCW project specific noise goals under 
calm, prevailing winds and under temperature inversion 
weather conditions. However, it is recommended at that all 
mobile plant onsite are fitted with quacker type reversing 
alarms. 
 
Proposed Quarry Extension Operation 
Predicted noise levels show that the proposed quarry 
extension operations will comply with the project specific 
noise levels with the following restrictions and 
recommendations: 
 

• A 5m high earth bund will need to be constructed 
around the proposed extension area boundary. 
This bund is a permanent fixture and will remain 
there for the duration of quarry operations. 

• Only 1x Excavator or 1x 480 loader, 1x Haul truck 
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and 1x Water Cart may operate in the proposed 
extension area once the 5m high earth bund is 
constructed. 

• 1x Dozer can operate once the proposed extension 
area ground level reached a depth of 5m below the 
existing ground level. We note that if the dozer 
operates in the proposed extension area, only the 
water cart may operate at the same time. 

• All mobile plant onsite be fitted with quacker type 
reversing alarms. 

 
Road Traffic Noise 
The existing noise measurement results which include the 
quarry vehicles and local traffic indicate a marginal noise 
level increase of 1dBA above the project specific noise 
goals shown in Table 12 for both the day and the night 
time periods. However, the ECRTN states that in all cases 
(where criteria are already exceeded), traffic arising from 
the development should not lead to an increase in existing 
noise levels of more than 2 dBA. Since the proposed 
development isn’t altering their production output or traffic 
volumes the project specific road traffic noise criteria has 
been satisfied. 
 
Sleep disturbance 
The predicted noise levels show that all nearest affected 
residential receivers comply with the sleep disturbance 
noise goals. 
 
Construction Noise 
The predicted noise levels at the nearest residential 
receivers during bund construction are between noise 
goals for noise affected and highly noise receivers. 
Locations A to E, & G exceed noise affected goals by 5 
dBA to 17 dBA but are below those of high noise affected. 
All other residential locations comply with project specific 
criteria. 
 
It is likely that noise levels will be of a short duration during 
the construction of the bund wall. It is recommended all 
potentially impacted residents will need to be informed of 
the nature of works to be carried out, the expected noise 
levels and duration, as well as contact details for the site 
representative responsible for the construction works. 
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ISSUE - Dust The increase in dust has raised concerns regarding the 

impact of silica and the impact of dust generally.  This 
concern is twofold – being 
1. Impact on residents – both from a health and lifestyle 

perspective 
2. Impact on industry, in particular the nearby chicken 

farm and contamination of sheds and also water 
supply. 

Management Action Preparation of air quality and green house gas report by 
Heggies Pty Ltd 
 

Report Findings Heggies Pty Ltd (“Heggies”) has been commissioned by 
Insite Planning Services Pty Ltd (“Insite”) on behalf of 
Hanson Construction Materials Pty Ltd (the proponent) to 
undertake an Air Quality Impact Assessment for the 
extension of Central Coast Sand Quarry at Somersby, 
NSW. 
 
Modelling of PM10, deposited dust and silica emissions 
concentrations was undertaken using the Ausplume 
Gaussian Plume Dispersion Model software developed by 
the Victorian EPA. 
 
The following finding were made from the modelling 
exercise: 
 

• Particular Matter (PM10) concentrations are 
predicted to be below the NSW DECC air quality 
goal at all surrounding receptors. 

• Dust deposition levels are predicted to be below 
the current NSW DECCW air quality goal at all 
surrounding receptors. 

• Silica concentrations are predicted to be below the 
EPA air quality goal at all surrounding receptors. 

 
The total estimated annual emissions of CO2-Equivalent 
as a result of operations at the site are likely to be of the 
order of 220t of CO2-Equivalent per annum. 
 
Greenhouse gas estimated are estimates are assessed 
relative to 1990 baseline levels for reporting purposes. The 
AGO (AGO, 2009) estimates that in 1990, Australian 
greenhouse gas emissions totalled 1116t CO2-Equivalent. 
A comparison of the predicted emissions with the 1990 
national estimate demonstrates that operations would 
represent an annual emission of approximately 0.00006% 
of the total baseline Australian emissions. 
 
Emissions of greenhouse gases in NSW during 2005 
amounted to a total of 158.2Mt CO2-Equivalent 
(AGO,2007). A comparison of the predicted emissions due 
to the proposed operations with NSW emissions in 2005 
demonstrated that operations would represent an annual 
emission of approximately 0.0002%. 
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Social Economic Impact - Water Impact of the quarries operation on the water supply.  This 
relates to both ground water and also sub surface water. 

Management Action Preparation of hydrology, geo-tech and groundwater report 
by Martens Consulting Engineers.   

Report Findings A groundwater assessment was undertaken to assess the 
impacts of the proposed boundary readjustment and 
expansion of the resource extraction operations of the 
existing Somersby Quarry (Central Coast Sands) into the 
proposed expansion site. 
 
Potential impacts were assessed using a calibrated 
steady-state numerical Modflow groundwater flow model. 
Primary objectives of the model were to assess drawdown 
and groundwater ingress rates into the extraction pit for 
existing-approved and proposed-development scenarios. 
 
Aquifer testing on the site including slug tests and a pump 
test produced a median K test value of 0.08 m/d. The final 
calibrated K value used in the groundwater model was 
0.017 m/d. This value is in line with typically cited K values 
for the aquifers in the Somersby region.  Recharge was 
determined to be 125 mm/yr following calibration of the 
groundwater model. The groundwater model was 
calibrated to existing-development conditions / 
observations. 
 
Results indicate that the steady-state groundwater inflow 
into the extraction pit is currently of the order of 80 KL/d, 
under the currently approved-development groundwater 
inflows shall be of the order of 957 KL/d. Groundwater 
inflows for the proposed-development shall be of the order 
of 233 KL/d. 
 
The proposed lateral expansion of the quarry will result in 
reduced impact when compared to the ultimate approved-
development due to the following: 
 
Groundwater extraction rates are modelled as 
approximately 75% lower. 
 
Drawdown levels will be lower at all bores. Modelling 
indicates that the proposed development will result in a 
reduction to median drawdown (i.e a final groundwater 
surface higher under the proposed development than 
under the presently approved development) of 
approximately 9.5 m. 
 
Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems (GEDs) will 
experience less impact based on drawdown results. 
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ISSUE - Visual What the visual impact would be to residents along 

Keighley and Grant Road 
Management Action Visual impact assessment completed by Insite Planning. 

 
Report Findings The location of the proposed quarry extension is visually 

enclosed as a result of topography and existing vegetation 
in the locality (including mature hedge rows, orchards and 
remnant vegetation stands).  
 
There are limited properties and public places that have 
direct view of the land and these are limited to very small 
section of Keighley Road (where these views are currently 
dominated by the existing poultry sheds situated less than 
10 metres from the northern boundary of the subject land). 
 
The enclosed nature of the locality and extensive use of 
hedge rows creates a circumstance where the use of 
relatively narrow vegetated buffers around the site will be 
entirely consistent with the visual characteristics of the 
locality. 
 
Quarries and extractive industries are generally 
surrounded by long, narrow vegetation buffers/screens 
which, in some instances, detract from the amenity of the 
locality.  In the case of the subject land, use of vegetated 
buffers and earth bunding along boundaries and in other 
suitable locations will be entirely in keeping with the 
existing hedge-row plantings and the visual amenity of the 
area. 
 
As a result of the visually enclosed nature of the site, it is 
considered that the proposed development will have 
minimal impact in terms of visual impacts.  
 
Providing that the mitigation measures previously 
described in this report are maintained or put in place, the 
development of the quarry extension will have a very 
minor impact on existing views or vistas. 
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4. CONCLUDING COMMENTS 
 
A range of consultations have been undertaken throughout the preparation of the Environmental 
Assessment and specialist reports. 
 
The formal process has involved the preparation of a Preliminary Environmental Assessment, 
discussions with the Department of Planning, a Planning Focus meeting and the subsequent 
receipt of the Director General’s requirements in addition to written correspondence from relevant 
Government agencies. 
 
Specialist consultants have undertaken a range of discussions with key Government agencies, 
including the Aboriginal Community, Roads and Traffic Authority, DECCW and Gosford Council. 
 
In addition, an extensive consultation process has been undertaken to include neighbours and 
nearby property owners in the process – this has included newsletters delivered to nearby land 
holders to advise of the relevant stages of the process as well as a general door-knock alongside 
meetings with relevant members of the community to discuss specific issues of concern. 
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Mr Howard Reed 
A/ Manager - Mining and Extractive Industries 
Department of Planning 
GPO Box 39 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 
 
 

Your Ref: S08/00532 
Our Ref:08/7183 

  
Dear Howard, 

Director General’s Requirements 
Hanson Central Coast Sand – Quarry Extension 

 
I refer to the planning focus meeting held on 24th September 2008.  Comments on key 
issues that should be addressed in the environmental assessment (EA) to be prepared 
for the proposed sand quarry are provided below. This is a coordinated response 
incorporating comments from the Department’s Mineral Resources and Agriculture 
Divisions. The Fisheries Division and Forests NSW have no key issues to raise. 
 
MINERAL RESOURCE ISSUES 
Construction sand is not a prescribed mineral under the Mining Act, 1992. Therefore, 
the Department of Primary Industries has no statutory role in authorising or regulating 
the extraction of this commodity, apart from its role under the Mines Inspection Act, 
1901 for ensuring the safe operation of mines and quarries.  
 
The key issues that need to be addressed in the EA are the size and quality of the 
resource. The proponent must be able to demonstrate that the size and quality of the 
resource have been adequately assessed and provide details of methods used to 
assess the resource.  The proposal should aim to maximise the extracted resource 
subject to the requirements of a free draining final landform. 
 
The Department of Primary Industries–Mineral Resources collects data on the quantity 
and value of construction materials produced annually throughout the State. Forms are 
sent to all operating quarries at the end of each financial year for this purpose. The 
statistical data thus collected is of great value to Government and industry in planning 
and resource management, particularly as a basis for analysing trends in production 
and for estimating future demand for particular commodities or in particular regions. In 
order to assist in the collection of construction material production data, it is requested 
that a commitment to provide annual production data to the Department of Primary 
Industries be included in the proponent’s Statement of Commitment. 
 
For further information regarding mineral resource issues please contact – Cressida 
Gilmore, Senior Geologist - Land Use, ph 49316537. 



AGRICULTURAL ISSUES 
The EA needs to demonstrate; 
• That the area proposed for extraction fits with the current legislation mapped out 

through a public consultation process to modify the SREP 8 by Gosford / Wyong 
LEP 2001 which notates the preferred areas of sand extraction and in particular the 
removal of prime agricultural land (Figure 1: Somersby Agricultural Land Class). 

• That extraction below known aquifers is consistent with best sand extraction 
practices. 

• The measures proposed to 'make good' any loss of ground water to surrounding 
ground water users, taking into account uncertainties of finding water of usable 
volume and quality at depth and any extra costs for pumping from deeper bores. 

• Impacts from blasting will not disturb nearby commercial poultry. 
• Dust generated during construction and operation does not adversely impact 

nearby orchards. 
• The final landform and rehabilitation on previously identified prime agricultural land 

to enable the opportunity to use the land for agricultural investment once extraction 
ceases, in particular, ensuring there is road access, water resources and a well 
drained sub-soil. 

 

 

2

Ag Land 
Class 2 & 3 
Suitable for 
growing 
fruit, 
vegetables, 
crops & 
pasture

Figure 1 Somersby Agricultural Land Class 
 

 
For further information regarding agriculture issues please contact – Andrew Docking, 
Resource Management Officer, ph 45882128. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
Iain Paterson 
A/Team Leader, Land Use 
07/10/08 
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UUPPDDAATTEE  NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERR  
The Future of the Somersby Sand Quarry

 
The Somersby Sand Quarry is one of the oldest 
working quarries in the area, having operated 
on its current site since the early 1960’s. The 
quarry provides high quality construction 
materials to local and national markets as well 
as ensuring valuable local employment.  
 
Hanson is currently investigating options for the 
continued operation of the quarry.  This 
includes options for minor extensions to the  

     
quarry onto adjoining land. This adjoining land 
currently contains poultry sheds and other 
agricultural uses. 
 
The support of the community is paramount in 
ensuring that Hanson’s operations are in keeping 
with the expectations of neighbours.  For this 
reason, a series of newsletters will be sent to 
neighbours to ensure that they are kept informed 
of proposals for expansion of the quarry.

 

 

Existing Quarry 
 

 The existing quarry occupies an area of 
approximately 33 hectares and has an annual 
production of approximately 300,000 tonnes. 

 
Expansion Details 
 

 The expansion of the quarry would add 
approximately 8 hectares of land to the quarry 
area; 

 
 The area that would be used for the 

expansion is currently used for the purposes 
of a poultry farm and other agricultural 
purposes. The poultry farm would be 
relocated; 

 
 The proposal would not see any additional 

plant or equipment used on the site and 
would rely on the existing administration 
buildings, plant, equipment, loading 
facilities etc which are located on the 
existing quarry site;  

 
 The additional land area would not result 

in any alteration to traffic haulage routes 
and would not increase the number of 
vehicles; and 

 
 The quarry expansion would not increase 

the operating hours or the annual 
production rates for the quarry, but rather, 
will extend the life of the quarry operation. 

Proposed Quarry Expansion 



Investigations so far 
 
Hanson is at the very preliminary stages of 
planning for expansion to the quarry. Letters have 
been sent to the Department of Planning to 
confirm whether the project will be a ‘major 
project’ as defined under the Environmental 
Planning & Assessment Act.  The Department of 
Planning is likely to be the approval authority for 
any application for quarry expansion. 
 
Once the Department of Planning confirms that 
the proposal is a ‘major project’ a preliminary 
report will be prepared to determine any major 
issues with expansion of the quarry. 
 
Hanson has engaged Insite Planning Engineering 
Environmental to assist in the preparation of 
relevant documents and to facilitate the 
preparation of the preliminary report. 
 

 
 
 
How will we keep the public 
informed? 
 
We will, over the coming months, issue a series 
of newsletters keeping our neighbours up to date 
with any plans for expansion and the process 
involved.   
 
In due course, the Department of Planning will 
undertake formal consultation processes as 
required by planning law. 

 
 
 
Our neighbours are important to us 
 
Hanson prides itself on maintaining excellent 
relationships with our neighbours. The fact that 
the existing quarry has operated for more than 
4 decades without complaint or incident is  
testament to the excellent relationships that 
have been established.  Hanson now aims to 
maintain these relationships throughout the 
planning for this minor quarry expansion. 
 
If you have any questions or comments, please 
feel free to make a submission, in writing, to 
either of the addresses below. 
 
Hanson looks forward to working 
with you in making continuing 
improvements to the Somersby Quarry 
and surrounding environment. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Mr Andrew Driver 

Hanson Construction Materials Pty Ltd 
Locked Bag 5260 

PARRAMATTA  NSW  2124 
 
 

 
 

Mr Stephen Leathley 
Insite Planning Engineering Environmental 

PO Box 93 
CESSNOCK  NSW  2325 



Community update
The future of the Somersby Sand Quarry
(December 2009)

This newsletter provides an update for local residents on Hanson’s plans to extend the 
Somersby Sand Quarry.

Our goal is to ensure the local community remains well informed of any developments at the 
quarry, as your support and the ability of Somersby to uphold community expectations, is 
critical to its ongoing success.

Somersby Sand Quarry is one of the oldest working quarries in the area. Since the early 
1960’s, it has provided both high quality construction materials to local and national markets 
and a valuable source of local employment. 



The Somersby Sand Quarry
The existing quarry occupies an area of approximately 33 hectares 
and has an annual production of approximately 300,000 tonnes.

Our expansion plans
Expanding the quarry will add approximately eight hectares of 
land to the quarry area.

Because it aims only to extend the life of the quarry operation, 
the additional land area will not alter traffic haulage routes or 
increase the number of vehicles on-site.

The quarry’s operating hours and annual production rates will 
also not change and the proposal will not see additional plant 
or equipment used on site. Instead, it will rely on existing plant, 
equipment, loading facilities and the administration building 
already being used at the quarry.

Progress so far
Following preliminary investigations, the Department of Planning 
has confirmed in writing that the proposed quarry extension will 
be a ‘major project’ as defined under the Environmental Planning 
& Assessment Act.  The Department of Planning is the approval 
authority for any application for quarry expansion.

The Preliminary Environmental Assessment
Hanson has engaged Insite Planning Engineering Economic 
& Social who has prepared a Preliminary Environmental 
Assessment which was submitted to the Department of  
Planning in July 2008.

It is available for viewing on the Department of Planning website at 
www.planning.nsw.gov.au.

Following a review of the Preliminary Environmental Assessment 
and a Planning Focus Meeting with the Department at the quarry 
(along with other key government agencies), the Department of 
Planning set out the Director General’s Requirements for the 
proposed quarry extension.

The Director General’s Requirements (DGR’s)
The Director General’s Requirements (DGR’s) sets out all of 
the important matters that must be addressed in any application 
prepared for the extension of the quarry.  It is a comprehensive 
list of all matters deemed by the Department of Planning and 
other Government agencies as requiring attention.

The impact of the global recession
The global economic crises resulted in delays to the project between 
late 2008 and early 2009 and a significant time lapse between when 

the Preliminary Environmental Assessment was prepared and the 
current round of works.

Insite Planning Engineering Economic & Social is currently preparing 
the Environmental Assessment and collating all of the documents for 
the formal approval.

Preparing the Environmental Assessment (EA)
The Environmental Assessment is currently being prepared, including 
specialist reports dealing with all important matters, such as:	  
•	 Traffic	 •	 Air quality and dust
•	 Acoustics and noise	 •	 Ecology
•	� Groundwater and	 •	 Aboriginal archaeology 

surface water impacts		  and heritage

It is anticipated that the Environmental Assessment and all 
associated reports will be completed within the next few weeks and 
the application will be submitted to the Department of Planning.

Community consultation
Hanson has already discussed the proposed development with 
many neighbours living around the quarry and all feedback will be 
incorporated into the Environmental Assessment. 

Once submitted to the Department of Planning, a formal round of 
consultation through the Department will be undertaken, giving 
all residents the opportunity to review all documentation and 
provide further feedback.

Our neighbours are important to us
Hanson prides itself on maintaining excellent relationships with 
our neighbours. The fact that the existing quarry has operated very 
successfully for over four decades is testament to this. Hanson 
now aims to maintain these relationships throughout the planning 
process for this minor quarry expansion.

If you have any questions or comments, please submit a written 
submission to either of the addresses below.

Hanson looks forward to working with you in making continuing 
improvements to the Somersby Quarry and its surrounding 
environment.

Mr Andrew Driver
Hanson Construction  
Materials Pty Ltd
Locked Bag 5260
PARRAMATTA  NSW  2124

Mr Stephen Leathley
Insite Planning Engineering 
Environmental
PO Box 93
CESSNOCK  NSW  2325
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Notes from Meeting to Discuss  
Somersby Quarry Extension 

 
 
 Date:   Tuesday November 24, 2009 @ 6pm 
 
 Location:  Keighley Avenue (adjacent to subject land) 
 

In attendance: James Marshall (Insite), Andrew Roach (Insite), Mr Geoff Gaye 
(Neighbour), Mr & Mrs Katrakitis (Neighbour), Mr Shane Britten 
(Neighbour), Mr Phil Smith (Neighbour) 
 

 
 
Notes: 
 

• Informal meeting structure  with loose agenda. Aim is to inform residents of progress to 
date, project details and to address residents concerns now that many of the specialist 
reports are approaching completion. 

 
• Meeting opens with discussion about the background of Insite and the project. 

 
• Discussion regarding the current Somersby quarry operations and existing approvals – 

note made that there is currently no maximum quarry depth.  Discussion of current 
works on site, extraction rates, number of staff etc.  Details provided from PEA to 
attendees to give outline of current operations 
 

• Discussion regarding the proposed development – ie Hanson’s to acquire 8 hectares via 
boundary adjustment, extraction in new area to add to life of mine, number of staff to 
remain unaltered, location of plant and equipment to remain unaltered, vehicle 
movements to remain unaltered etc. Details of proposal (extract from PEA) provided to 
attendees along with some aerial photographs and broad details of the proposal 

 
• Discussion of the Part 3A process and the application processes to date  

 
o Confirmation from the Department that the proposal is a Part 3A application 
o Preliminary Environmental Assessment (PEA) has been completed and 

submitted to Department of Planning 
o PEA tabled at meeting for review by attendees, also copies available online for 

viewing 
o Planning Focus Meeting has been held on site with DoP have issued the Director 

General’s Requirements 
o Preparation of the Environmental Assessment underway. 

 
• Discussion of consultation process to date – neighbours have been contacted by James 

Marshall over past few months, issues raised have been noted. 
 



• Specialist reports are approaching completion – including those issues that were raised 
by the neighbours as being significant: 
 

o Traffic – Traffic Impact Statement  
o Noise – Acoustic/Noise Report  
o Dust/Silica – Air Quality Assessment Report 
o Visual – Visual Impact Assessment 
o Ground and Surface Water – Relevant Geotechnical and Hydrology Reports 

 
• Discussions regarding next steps in the process – ie completion of specialist reports, 

submission to DoP, public consultation, consultation with government agencies/Council 
and DoP making a thorough assessment in conjunction with relevant Government 
agencies. 

 
• Discussion of Key Issues separately: 

 
Traffic 
 

• Neighbours raise minor concern over traffic and safety, including traffic along Grants 
Road, Questions whether any access will be required along Keighley Avenue. 

 
• AR & JM explain that traffic will not alter as part of the proposal, same productive 

capacity and same number of vehicle movements – this will remain unchanged 
 

• Neighbours raise safety concerns from existing truck movements along Grants Road 
although  
 

• No traffic to use Keighley Avenue, access to the new extraction area will be from within 
the existing quarry, staff and trucks will continue to access the site from Reservoir Road 
as is the current situation 
 

• Traffic Report has been completed in either case to ensure that these matters are dealt 
with. 
 

• Outcome:

 

  Generally comfortable that no additional traffic will be created from the 
proposed development and that no traffic will use Keighley Avenue.  

Noise 
 

• Neighbours raise concern over noise impacts, particularly if the quarry working area 
moves closer to homes. 

 
• Particular concerns relating to reversing alarms on vehicles which area already 

disturbing on quiet/still days. 
 

• AR explains that a noise assessment report is underway and that initial findings are that 
the proposal will be within relevant standards. No blasting required to remove the 
resource. 
 



• AR notes that reversing alarms are an issue and comments that this has been dealt with 
by the noise report which will recommend that the alarms be replaced with ‘quackers’ to 
prevent disturbance to neighbours. 
 

• A 5 metre bund is proposed to assist in arresting any noise issues.  Neighbours seem 
satisfied with this approach provided that the bunding is vegetated with appropriate 
species and appropriately maintained. 
 

• JM points out that noise impacts will become less and less as the quarry gets deeper. 
 

• Outcome:

 

 neighbours satisfied that noise concerns taken into account, but want to see 
the final noise assessment which will be included as part of the Environmental 
Assessment and reserve the right to make comment at that stage 

Air Quality/Dust/Silica 
 

• AR comments that dust modeling is being carried out and specialist reports prepared. 
Provides basic summary of process of collecting background noise data and modeling 
impacts. 

 
• Results from modeling (Ausplume) show compliance with relevant criteria for dust and 

silica. 
 

• Draft Air Quality Report makes recommendations regarding methods of further mitigating 
impacts, including use of designated machinery only, watering exposed areas etc. 
 

• Outcome:

 

 Some concern from neighbours regarding potential for dust deposition on 
roofing etc.  Also concern regarding Silica.  Express some level of comfort that reporting 
is being undertaken and that the initial results show compliance with relevant standards.  
Reserve the right to comment once the Environmental Assessment is completed. 

Visual Impact  
 

• Limited discussion on visual impact, neighbours appear comfortable that there will be 
limited impact.  Support expressed for bunding around site to protect views from 
Keighley Avenue. 

 
Ground and Surface Water 
 

• Neighbours expressed concern over impact from groundwater and also surface water.  
Particular concerns relate to existing bores and potential loss of water from those bores 
due to lowering of the water table.  Bores used by neighbours range from approximately 
30 metres deep to 120 metres deep.  Concerns relate particularly to loss of water for 
poultry operations which will result in lost productivity for neighbours.   

 
• AR and JM point out that engineers with geotechnical and hydro-geological expertise 

have been engaged to undertake reporting to determine impacts. 
 



• Summary of reporting so far is that there will be an impact on groundwater compared to 
current situation.  However, this impact will be less than what would be experienced if 
Hanson’s continued to deepen the existing quarry (for which they have development 
consent). 
 

• Neighbours are concerned over loss of water – particularly Mr Katrakitis who relies on 
water for operation of his poultry farm. 
 

• Water quality is discussed – if any bore extensions or receipt of water from the quarry 
site was used as a solution (if needed) then the water would need to be of a suitable 
quality for the intended use. 
 

• AR and JM point out that there are a number of potential solutions that can be 
employed.  These include: 
 

o Monitoring of existing neighbor bores over the life of the quarry extension to 
ascertain impacts; 

o Hanson’s could potentially assist neighbours be deepening bores/providing new 
bores in the event that there are impacts 

o The opportunity to pump water from the quarry site up to the neighbouring 
quarries could be investigated to supplement water supply 

 
• Outcome:

 

  neighbours expressed concern over loss of water, AR and JM pointed out 
that there are some potential solutions.  Neighbours reserve the right to discuss the 
matters and raise further comment.  In addition, neighbours want the chance to view 
specialist reports as part of the Environmental Assessment and make further comment. 
Impact mitigation needs to be in perpetuity.  

Final Matters 
 

• AR and JM leave contact details and request that neighbours provide any comment they 
feel necessary within the next week or so. 
 

• AR advises that the application (Environmental Asssessment) will be completed within 
the next few weeks and submitted to the Department of Planning along with all specialist 
reports. 
 

• Potential for these matters to be addressed by ‘Statement of Commitments’ from 
applicant. 
 

• Neighbours reserve the right to comment on the finalised specialist reports and make 
objections as part of the 3A community consultation process. 
 

• AR and JM will keep neighbours informed of progress of the application and will advise 
when documents are submitted to the Department of Planning 
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Notes from Meeting to Discuss  
Somersby Quarry Extension 

 
 
 Date:   Monday  December 14, 2009 @ 10.30am 
 
 Location:  Keighley Avenue (adjacent to subject land) 
 

In attendance: James Marshall (Insite), Andrew Roach (Insite), Mr & Mrs 
Katrakitis (Neighbour), Bill Rutlidge (Neighbours Solicitor), Andrew 
Driver (Hanson), Andrew Norrris (Marten’s Consulting Engineers), 
Anthony Clarkson (Hanson). 

 
 
Notes: 
 

• Informal meeting structure with loose agenda. Aim is to inform residents of progress to 
date, project details and to address residents concerns – specific concerns with regard 
to surface water and groundwater impacts. 
 

• Meeting opens with discussion about the background of the project. 
 

• Discussion regarding the current Somersby quarry operations and existing approvals – 
note made that there is currently no maximum quarry depth.   
 

• Mr Katrakitis, and his solicitor, point out main concerns regarding water. Essentailly, the 
poultry farm operated by Mr Katrakitis uses an extensive amount of water.   Currently 
water is stored in a form dam on the western side of his property (adjacent to subject 
land).  Dam is filled from his property and roofing of poultry sheds acting as a catchment 
for dam.  Water is pumped from the dam and used on poultry shed operations. 
 

• Mr Katrakitis also has a bore on the site which is used primarily for domestic purposes 
and also for some stock watering. 
 

• Concern over potential for proposed quarry extension to ‘leach’ water from the dam and 
reduce water supply for chicken operations.  Second concern that the quarry extension 
will lead to reduced water in bore. 
 

• Mr Norris provided comment (from hydrogeological engineering point of view) as follows: 
 
 

Dam/Surface Water/Runoff/Leaching of Dam Water 
 

• Mr Norris advised that, from a technical point of view, the quarry would have no impact 
on the dam in terms of loss of water through the dam wall.  He commented that if a dam 
leaks/is not sealed properly, it will leak, most dams leak at least a small amount.  The 
quarry extension and works downstream of the dam will not impact on the extent to 



which the dam leaks.  Likewise, the works are downstream of the site and will not affect 
the catchment or run-off from the dam 

 
 
Bore water 
 

• Mr Norris advised that modeling undertaken to date indicated that the proposed quarry 
extension would lead to a drawdown of around 9 metres in the existing bore located on 
the property.  Whether this would impact on the productivity for the bore would be 
determined by how deep the bore is in relation to the water level. 

 
• If the bore’s showed reduced productivity the options would include deepening the 

current bore, a new bore, or obtaining water from another source (such as from, the 
water in the existing quarry which could be pumped up to the property) 
 

• Mr Norris pointed out that the proposed development actually had less of an impact that 
if Hanson’s continued to quarry the existing site under their existing approval by which 
the maximum depth would be determined by pit design. 
 

• Options for monitoring were discussed, including how Hanson’s would know if there was 
any impact.  Mr Katrakitis’ legal representative discussed options for establishing some 
type of legal agreement between Mr Katrakitis and Hanson’s to monitor the bore and 
remedy any impacts resultant from the quarry extension.  They will consider this further 
and provide Hanson’s with some form of wording. 

 


	DPI_08~1.PDF
	SYDNEY NSW 2001


