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PO Box 323 Penrith NSW 2751
Level 2,311 High Street
Penrith NSW 2750
Tel 1300722 468 Fax02 4732 3666
Email info@sca.nsw.gov.au
Website www.sca.nsw.gov.au

Ref: 02006/04372

Mr J. Flood
Project Manager
Australian Gas Light Company
72 Christie Street
ST LEONARDS NSW 2065

Dear Mr Flood

Proposed AGL Leafs Gully Gas Power Project - Campbelltown

I refer to your letter of 12 May 2006, enclosing a brochure and CD-ROM in relation to
the abovementioned project.

The Sydney Catchment Authority (SCA) notes that the project falls within Part 3A of
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. A Part 3A project application
requires an Environmental Assessment and consultation with the relevant Authorities
nominated by the Department of Planning. The SCA is an "Authority" for the purpose
of the requirements.

The project is located in the vicinity of the Upper Canal, and I note that you will seek to
draw water from the Upper Canal for the operation of the plant.

The Upper Canal is a critical part of the Sydney drinking water supply system under
the ownership, care, control and management of the SCA. It is used to transfer
untreated raw water from the Upper Nepean dams to the Prospect Water Filtration
Plant. The Upper Canal transfers up to 30 per cent of the raw water supplied to this
filtration plant.

For the majority of its length, the Upper Canal is an open channel. In most situations
stormwater entering the canal lands from adjacent areas is prevented from entering
the canal by a system of drains, culverts, pipes and flumes. This stormwater is
directed to adjacent downslope land.

The Upper Canal is generally bound by a strip of land approximately 50 to 100 metres
wide. This land is classified as controlled land as defined in the Sydney Water
Catchment Management Act 1998. The Sydney Water Catchment Management
(General Regulation) 2000 contains provisions which restrict persons entering these
lands or polluting the waters.

For the above reasons the SCA requires the proposed development to address the
following issues in the Environmental Assessment:

1. The development has the potential to affect the quality and quantity of water
entering the Canal land. This is particularly important where stormwater may
enter the Canal land. There must not be any additional pollutants entering this
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system as a result of the proposal. There must also not be an increase in the
rate or volume of water entering this system;

2. The development may result in air pollution during the construction and
operation stages. The Environmental Assessment should assess the potential
for air borne pollutants to enter the Upper Canal. If there is a potential,
appropriate mitigation measures must be proposed;

3. The Upper Canal was constructed in the 1880s and is listed on the State
Heritage Register. The proposed development should take into account the
need for approval of works relating to the infrastructure - see
www.heritage.nsw.gov.au for details;

4. Due to its age the Upper Canal is structurally fragile. The SCA has concerns
regarding the structural integrity of the Upper Canal in the event of construction
activities and associated earthworks, movements of heavy vehicles and
machinery, which are likely to cause ground vibration or displacement. It is
essential that appropriate measures be undertaken to eliminate or mitigate this
risk;

5. The SCA notes that the Site includes Lot 103 located to the west of the Upper
Canal. Details are required of the access proposed from the east across the
Upper Canal to this lot. The details include type and frequency of access and
any changes or additions required to access infrastructure.

The SCA requests subsequent discussions with you and/or your representatives to
consider appropriate responses to the above prior to finalisation of the Environmental
Assessment document.

With regard to the project's proposal to draw water from the Upper Canal, the SCA
advises that it has no issue with the volume involved. However, as the Upper Canal is
subject to frequent and irregular outages for operations and maintenance, continuity of
supply and quality of water cannot be guaranteed. The SCA currently supplies other
users under licence agreements which do not guarantee continuity nor quality and
would be willing to enter into a similar agreement for supply to AGL. This will be
subject to AGL demonstrating that they have exhausted all avenues for connecting to
Sydney Water's supply main.

If you wish to discuss any matter raised in this letter please do not hesitate to contact
Mr Malcolm Hughes, Principal Environmental Planner on 4725-2139 (regarding
environmental assessment) or Mr Ramen Charan, Stakeholder Relations &
Compliance Group Manager on 47252122 (regarding access to water).

Yours SinC§tely. »> $0- .
/;/ <.. ­
~ ...r

~{ IAN TANNER b,lt/o6
General Manager Bulk Water

Cc Mr Chris Wilson - A/Executive Director
Department of Planning
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St Leonards
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The Australian Gas Light Company
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Locked Bag 1837
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Mr Malcolm Hughes
Principal Environmental Planner
Sydney Catchment Authority
PO Box 323
Penrith NSW 2751

28 July 2006
Re: Proposed AGL Leafs Gully Power Project

Dear Malcolm

I refer to the letter from the Sydney Catchment Authority dated 6 June 2006 (your ref
D2006/04372) and our subsequent meeting on 6 July 2006.  As discussed, AGL has
considered the issues raised by the Authority and provide the following responses.

Issue Response
Affect quality and
quantity of water

There will be no direct drainage from the power plant site to the canal.
Natural drainage of the plant area is to Leafs Gully which flows under
the canal.

The area of AGL’s property which drains to canal lands will be left as
cleared grazing land or revegetated with species indigenous to the
area. 

All construction works will be undertaken in a manner to minimise the
potential for soil erosion and sedimentation.

No additional
pollutants. No
increase in the
rate or volume of
water entering the
system

As above – no direct drainage from plant site to canal lands.

The plant will be designed to maintain zero wastewater discharge from
the site except for natural surface flows following rain events to Leafs
Gully.

Air pollution
during
construction and
operation

Any emissions of particulates (dust) during construction would be
specifically controlled through the implementation of dust control
measures, which would be incorporated into an environment
management plan (EMP) for the works.  

Operation of the plant is not predicted to result in carbon monoxide,
nitrogen dioxide, particulate (PM10) nor sulfur dioxide ground-level
concentrations in excess of relevant ambient air quality guidelines.  

Stack emission concentrations are predicted to be below relevant
emission criteria.

 



Issue Response

Approval for works
relating to
infrastructure

Approval to be followed should the connection be made at this
location. The water source is still yet to be determined as discussions
are being held to connect to the water main on site. 

Construction
activities and
associated
earthworks,
movements of
heavy vehicles
which are likely to
cause ground
vibration or
displacement.

In terms of vibration sources identified during the construction stage,
likely plant would include rollers, dozers and like.  All rotating plant
items of the power station will be required to be correctly aligned and
balanced.  For intermittent vibration on heritage structures, the
German Standard DIN4150 Part 3 1999 provides a lowest possible
criterion of 3mm/s at low frequencies up to 10Hz.  A roller at 30m
would be around 1 to 1.5mm/s. Levels to be experienced on this
structure are likely to lead to a negligible risk of any damage.

Details of access
proposed across
the Upper Canal to
Lot 103. 

No access is required to this part of the property for the purpose of
operating the gas power plant. Access is only required for the general
maintenance of property condition similar to the existing situation.

The above measures are been incorporated into the Environmental Assessment being
prepared for the proposed gas peaking power station at Leafs Gully.  Should the above
measures be considered inadequate by the Sydney Catchment Authority I would appreciate a
response by 11 August 2006 so that we may be able to include any comments in the
Environmental Assessment.

Kind regards,

Justin Flood

Project Manager
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