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Dear Megan 
 
I refer to our meeting on Thursday 15 September 2011 to discuss a new planning 
and design response to the issues raised by the City and residents for the 
Abercrombie Precinct for the proposed Business School. The City and the Lord 
Mayor has raised a number of key concerns with the project design to date. 
 
As Director of City Planning, I express my strong in-principle support for the new 
engagement and design directions that were outlined and which involve: 
 

• design workshop(s) to re-vision new urban design, built form, sustainability, 
and teaching, learning and working environments 
 

• real community engagement at the beginning and through the process rather 
than an information session at the end of the process and 
 

• collaborative and transparent methodology, with community feedback and 
updates 

 
If this is carried out well, I believe that this will help to rebuild the actual disconnect 
and sense of disenfranchisement that the community feel and have expressed in 
their submissions to the City in relation to this project. 
 
With regard to the proposed new design and planning aims of the project, the City 
stresses the importance of the following key issues (which are not conclusive and 
exhaustive): 
 

• retention of the joinery workshop building, including the roof trusses and 
parts of the floor and floor framing where appropriate, which will contribute to 
the ambience, character and sustainability of the site as well as maintaining 
a palimpsest and meaningful heritage connection to the previous uses on the 
site 
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• retention of the major Sydney Blue Gum tree and incorporate into the 
planning and landscaping strategy 
 

• provide enough aggregated publicly accessible open space to substitute for 
the corner pocket park 

 
• locate any publicly accessible open space to the outer edges of the site 

rather than in the centre of the site, so that the public can genuinely use the 
spaces and feel comfortable in doing so; the preferable location is at the 
northern edge on the corner with Abercrombie Street and minimise the 
amount of pathways that cross through any publicly accessible green open 
space so that it is not broken up into small pieces and is more flexible in its 
potential use 
 

• significantly increased setbacks to Codrington Street 
 

• significantly increased setbacks to the adjacent school which will ensure the 
retention of the substantial trees on the school site near the boundary 
 

• resolution of the car parking entry 
 
The City is also supportive of a more permeable building design that is networked to 
the site and which breaks the bulk of the project into smaller elements that are linked 
together rather than a monolithic approach. The City strongly supports the ‘market 
place of ideas’ concept and the broken down building forms that it suggests. The 
use of brick (especially recycled brick contrasted against fine glazing) and less glass 
walls overall is encouraged. How the building will read at night and during the day is 
equally important. 
 
In summary, this letter is a strong endorsement for the new direction and community 
engagement strategy that was outlined on the 15 September, a direction which will 
potentially rebuild the acceptance of the community for the university expansion into 
the suburb and produce a more interesting and integrated architectural and learning 
outcome. 
 
The City has extensive consultation strategies and practices which it would be 
willing to share with the University in relation to the community. If you have any 
queries, please contact myself on gjahn@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au or call 9265 
9945. 
 
regards 
 

 
 
Graham Jahn LFRAIA Hon AIA Hon FPIA Hon FNZIA 

Director City Planning and Regulatory Services 
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