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On 7 August 2020, the Department published its recommendations on the Ardmore Park Quarry Modification 3 

application. The Department advised that its recommendations would be available for a minimum of seven days 

prior to the application’s determination.  

The Department received representations from two members of the public in response to its recommendations. The 

issues raised in these representations are considered below. 

Issue Consideration 

Water Resources 

• Concerns regarding the quarry’s 
impact on domestic bores 
surrounding the site. 

 

• Clarification that only Basalt will be 
extracted from the ‘Extended Basalt 
Extraction Area’. 

 

• Request to delay the determination 
of Modification 3 until the Phil’s 
Spring Independent Review dispute 
resolution process is completed. 

 

• Requested changes to the site’s 
Water Management Plan. 

 

Assessment  

• Initially, the Environmental Assessment identified that extraction in the 
‘Extended Basalt Extraction Area’ would include sand underlying the basalt 
resource. This matter was raised by the Department’s Water Group and 
Multiquip subsequently advised that no sand extraction would occur within 
this area (refer to Multiquip’s Response to Submissions report – Section 
4.34 – page 113). Nonetheless, an additional condition has been included 
to specify that only basalt can be extracted from the ‘Extended Basalt 
Extraction Area’. 

• The Phil’s Spring Independent Review and subsequent dispute resolution 
process is a matter related to the approved Project. The proposed 
modification is not expected to cause additional groundwater interference 
as the basalt rock within the ‘Extended Basalt Extraction Area’ is 
unsaturated.  

• Additionally, water usage would remain within the existing water licence 
allocation. The construction and use of the quarry’s production and 
monitoring bores are activities regulated under the Water Management Act 
2000 by NRAR.  

• NRAR is conducting a separate investigation into the potential offsite water 
impacts of existing bores. 

• The proposed modification is being considered separately to existing 
investigation processes associated with the approved project, and the 
landowner complaint and ongoing investigation is not a relevant 
consideration for this modification application.  

• Within three months of the determination of a modification, the project 
approval requires the review and revision of relevant management plans, 
strategies and programs. As such, Multiquip will be required to review and 
update the site’s Water Management Plan and resubmit to the Planning 
Secretary for review and approval. Feedback received on the Water 
Management Plan will be considered upon its next review. This process is 
separate from the assessment of the proposed modification. 

Conditions  

• An additional condition has been included to specify that only basalt can be 
extracted from the ‘Extended Basalt Extraction Area’. 

 

Existing amenity impacts 

• Existing commitments regarding 
visual screening remain unfulfilled. 

 

• Concerns regarding non-compliance 
with existing noise limits, particularly 
during unfavourable weather 
conditions. 

 

• Noise and dust monitoring should 
be undertaken by an independent 
party. 

Assessment  

• Issues with approved operations to be considered under the existing 
provisions of the project approval. These matters have been referred to the 
Department’s Compliance branch.  

• The predicted noise and air quality impacts of the proposed modification 
are acceptable, subject to the recommended conditions.  

Conditions  

• The Department has recommended contemporary noise and air monitoring 
requirements, including: 

▪ noise limits set in accordance with the Noise Policy for Industry; 



Issue Consideration 

▪ contemporary updates to the site’s Noise and Air Quality Management 
Plan, including the use of a high-volume air sampler for at least three 
years following the determination of the modification. 

 

Conditions 

• Requested changes to Condition 3 
of Schedule 2 regarding existing 
rights and liabilities. 

 

• Requested updates to the Water 
Management Plan condition, 
including: 
- separating the requirement to 

prepare and implement the plan 
to the satisfaction of the 
Planning Secretary; and 

- updating the compensatory 
water supply conditions. 

 

• Voluntary Land Acquisition rights to 
be afforded to the owners of the 
Inverary Park property for impacts 
associated with noise, dust and 
water loss. 

 

Assessment  

• The proposed modification will not inhibit existing processes in place under 
current conditions (ie Phil’s Spring Independent Review dispute resolution 
process). 

• The Department has revised the Water Management Plan condition to 
clarify the preparation and implementation requirements. It is also agreed to 
replace the existing compensatory water provisions contained within the 
Water Management Plan condition with contemporary compensatory water 
supply conditions applied for mining and extractive industries. 

• In accordance with the Department’s Voluntary Land Acquisition and 
Mitigation Policy for State Significant Mining, Petroleum and Extractive 
Industry Projects, no acquisition or mitigation rights are required to be 
afforded to the Inverary Park property.  

• There is no NSW government policy that facilitates acquisition rights to be 
afforded to the Inverary Park property in relation to water loss. 
Compensation related to water loss is managed under compensatory water 
supply conditions. 

Conditions  

• Updates made to the Water Management Plan condition. 

• Insertion of contemporary compensatory water supply conditions  

 

Product Transport 

• Impact of trucking on local 
infrastructure. 

 

Assessment  

• The proposed modification will allow for a greater number of daily truck 
movements (ie 124 movements per day). However, Multiquip has 
committed to retain the existing annual average number of truck 
movements (ie 88 movements per day).  

• Multiquip and Council have agreed to enter into a Voluntary Planning 
Agreement which would facilitate required upgrades to the haulage route 
and ongoing maintenance over the life of the Project. 

Conditions  

• Voluntary Planning Agreement commitments and Road Safety Audit 
findings to be implemented prior to any increase in trucking from the site. 

• Daily and hourly truck movement limitations. 

 


