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WELLINGTON 
POWER PROJECT

JUNE 2007

Background
ERM Power proposes to build a gas-fi red power station 
and associated gas supply pipeline near Wellington, NSW. 
ERM Power has extensive experience in the construction 
and operation of gas-fi red power stations, including the 
Braemar and Oakey power stations in Queensland. Work 
is well underway on the NewGen Kwinana Power Station 
in Western Australian and the NewGen Uranquinty Power 
Station near Wagga in New South Wales.  ERM Power 
is an electricity generation developer and wholesale 
electricity supplier with a strong community focus and a 
proven track record in the dynamic electricity industry in 
Australia.

Consultation with the community commenced in 
March 2007 and included preliminary discussions with 
Wellington Shire Council and key stakeholders, meetings 
with landowners, mail-outs and information days. Details 
of these consultation activities and the responses 
provided by the community can be viewed online at 
www.ermpower.com.au.

The NSW Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Act 1979 (the EP&A Act) provides a framework for 
environmental planning and assessment in NSW. Under 
Part 3A of the EP&A Act a detailed environmental 
approval process must be followed before a project will 
be considered for approval by the Minister for Planning.

ERM Power is in the initial stages of following this process 
and has engaged Parsons Brinckerhoff (PB) to undertake 
the environmental assessment, including environmental 
studies and further community consultation. 

Project description
The proposed power station would be located off Goolma 
Road approximately 4km north-east of Wellington (see 
Figure 1). The proposed power station would operate as 
a peaking plant, supplying electricity at short notice during 
periods of peak electricity demand such as hot summer 
and cold winter days. The power station would comprise 
four 150MW turbines with a combined generating 
capacity of approximately 600 MW. The power station 
would utilise clean natural gas fuel and will be eligible for 
certifi cation under the Governments Greenhouse Gas 
Abatement Scheme.

The gas supply would be transported via a new 100km 
long underground pipeline between the proposed power 
station site and the Central West Pipeline at Alectown 
West, connecting to the existing Sydney – Moomba gas 
pipeline.

Proposed site of Wellington Power Station.
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FIGURE 1  PROPOSED POWER PLANT LOCATION AND GAS SUPPLY PIPELINE ROUTE



Project need
The power station would be constructed adjacent to the 
existing Wellington 330/132kV substation, which is the 
major electricity hub for central and western NSW. The 
power station would be developed as a peaking plant to 
meet the current and future demand for peak electricity. 
The power station would operate to supplement base load 
power at times of peak electricity demand generally in the 
mornings and evenings and on hot summer and cold winter 
days when there is a high demand for cooling or heating.

Community Feedback
Community Consultation commenced in March and 
included meetings with Wellington Shire Council, key 
stakeholders, near neighbours and property owners likely to 
be affected by the proposed gas pipeline. The consultation 
included advertising, letters to residents, information days, 
fact sheets, and feedback forms including the establishment 
of a 1800 telephone number and email address.  A total 
of 140 feedback forms were received and more than 250 
people attended the open days. Of the feedback received 
30% raised no particular concerns. Nonetheless, ERM 
Power realise there is community opposition regarding the 
proposed power station and pipeline. The key community 
concern is air quality and pollution from the power station. 
Other issues include, noise, visibility, water usage, and general 
environmental impacts. The major concerns associated with 
the pipeline relate to the construction activity and its impact 
on land management. The community has also recognised 
benefi ts including employment opportunities and general 
economic spin-offs.

ERM Power and PB will be working with the community 
during the environmental assessment to address issues 
raised.

Where are we up to?
PB is in the early stages of preparing the environmental 
assessment. Initial consultation with the NSW Department 
of Planning and local stakeholders indicated environmental 
impacts on air quality, noise, Aboriginal heritage and 
visual amenity to be the main environmental issues for 
consideration at the power station site. Environmental 
investigations that have commenced include:

• preliminary review of air quality issues

• noise monitoring at a number of properties in proximity 
to the proposed power station site to assess the existing 
noise levels within the area and determine the noise 
impact of the proposed project 

• initial investigations into the Aboriginal heritage signifi cance 
of the site

• investigation of gas pipeline route through Goobong 
National Park and crossing of Macquarie river

The outcomes of the investigations will be used to provide 
early responses to the  community on these key issues. More 
detailed work will then start on the other environmental 
issues and will include property owner discussions on the 
alignment of the gas pipeline.
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FIGURE 2  PLANNING AND APPROVAL PROCESS

Noise logger used to assess existing noise levels.



Part 3A approval process
The Wellington Power Project is classifi ed as a major 
infrastructure project under the State Environmental Planning 
Policy (Major Projects) 2005. As such, an environmental 
assessment of the project is required to be undertaken under 
Part 3A of the NSW Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Act 1979 for which the NSW Minister for Planning would be 
the consent authority. The planning and approvals process is 
shown in Figure 2.  The three main stages of the environmental 
assessment process are:

• preparation of the environmental assessment

• lodgement, exhibition, consultation (including statutory 
opportunity for public comment) and review 

• assessment and decision by the Minister for Planning. 

Consultation
There will be numerous opportunities for the public to 
comment during the environmental assessment. Consultation 
activities will include meetings, briefi ngs, community 
newsletters, advertisements and displays. Feedback from the 
initial consultation has been reviewed and addressed. Feedback 
obtained throughout the entire approval process will be used 
to further identify and discuss the community’s concerns, and 
to obtain and tap into local knowledge and information which 
can be used to improve the project design. 

During exhibition of the Environmental Assessment Report 
the public will be invited to submit written comments on the 
proposal. The Minister for Planning will consider the approval 

of the project based on the details of the Environmental 
Assessment Report, the written submissions made by 
the community and ERM Power’s responses to the issues 
raised.

Contact details
Your involvement and feedback during the environmental 
assessment phase of the project is important. ERM Power 
wants to ensure that community comment is considered 
during the environmental assessment. Your comments will 
be taken by PB and relevant members of the environmental 
assessment team will provide you with responses to 
your comments and questions. Comments made will be 
considered during the environmental assessment.

Further information on the Wellington Power Project and 
the environmental assessment process can be obtained by 
contacting the project consultation team.  We look forward 
to your involvement in the project.

Phone: 1800 445 546

Email: wellington_power@pb.com.au

Fax: 9272 5101

or

Wellington Power Project
Attention:   Mary Diab
Consultation Team
GPO Box 5394
Sydney  NSW  2001

A weather station used during preliminary investigations at Wellington.
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Delegation at Oakey Power Station.
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Project overview
ERM Power proposes to build a 600 MW gas-fi red power 
station and associated natural gas supply pipeline. The 
proposed power station would be located off Mudgee 
Road (Gulgong Road), adjacent to TransGrid’s Wellington 
substation, and the proposed underground pipeline would 
connect to the Central West Pipeline near Alectown, 
approximately 100 km to the south-west. 

The proposed power station would operate as a peaking 
plant, supplying electricity at short notice during periods 
of peak electricity demand, such as hot summer days. 

A newsletter was issued to the Wellington community 
in June 2007, which provided project information and 
outlined the environmental assessment process that is 
currently underway.  This newsletter provides an update 
of project progress and an indication of where the project 
will be moving to from here.  

Project progress since June 2007 
newsletter

Proposed power station location
PB has conducted noise modelling and visual assessments 
to determine the best siting and layout to minimise impacts 
on the surrounding community (see map over page).
This layout will determine the location of the main 

plant, including turbines and stacks, while the position of 
associated plant may change through detailed design.

Pipeline route development
A route alignment workshop was held with representatives 
of ERM Power and specialists in GIS mapping, ecology, 
cultural heritage, environmental planning, and land use 
and property to comprehensively assess the 100 km 
route for the proposed gas supply pipeline between the 
proposed power station site and the existing gas supply 
at Alectown West. Using aerial imagery and topographic 
maps, the pipeline alignment was developed to avoid 
residences, dams and native vegetation, as well as to 
minimise road, rail and watercourse crossings. Consultation 
with landowners was also undertaken to further refi ne 
the proposed pipeline route to minimise any impacts on 
localised farming practices. 

Oakey Power Station visit
On Friday 2 November 2007, ERM Power took a delegation 
of community and stakeholder representatives to visit its 
Oakey Power Station in south-eastern Queensland – a 
power station similar to that proposed for Wellington. 
During the visit, the plant was started to demonstrate 
how such a power station would operate. The visit to the 
power station was considered to be very worthwhile.
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INDICATIVE OPERATIONAL LAYOUT OF THE PROPOSED WELLINGTON POWER STATION
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Findings of environmental studies

Noise
Results of the noise impact assessment indicate that 
construction and operation of the proposed power 
station would meet the Department of Planning (DoP) 
and Department of Environment and Climate Change 
(DECC) noise guidelines except under extreme operating 
and worst case climatic conditions, when tonal noise levels 
may exceed benchmark levels at the nearest property. 
Discussions with the potentially-affected owners about 
the implementation of reasonable and feasible mitigation 
measures are ongoing. 

Air
Investigations have found that operation of the proposed 
power station would have minimal impact on air quality any 
where in the region. Strict measures would be implemented 
to minimise impacts during construction and operation of 
the project.

Traffi c
Operation of both the proposed power station and 
gas pipeline would have minimal impact on local roads. 
Construction of the proposed power station would be 
expected to take approximately 20 months, with an 
estimated maximum workforce of 75 light vehicles and 12 
trucks per day. Construction of the proposed gas pipeline 
would be expected to take 12 months, with an approximate 
maximum workforce of 6 light vehicles and no more than 
30 trucks per day, moving progressively along the 100 km 
alignment. Initial studies have indicated that construction of 
the project would not lead to traffi c congestion.

Visual
A visual assessment was recently undertaken for the 
proposed power station. A crane was used to replicate the 
position and typical height of one of the stacks. A further 
site assessment will be conducted early in the new year 
for a maximum stack height of 35 m to accommodate 
for variations between different plant manufactures. Initial 
observations indicate that the visual impact created by 
the proposed power station would be minimal due to 
its positioning within a depression of the land and the 
undulating nature of the surrounding environment enabling 
the proposed power station to be ‘absorbed’ in the 
landscape. However, some nearby and distant landowners 
would have direct views of the power station. Mitigation 
measures would be implemented to minimise this impact 
such as appropriate colour-selections for the infrastructure 
and vegetation screening. It is not expected that the stacks 
would need to be painted red and white nor have beacons. 
Following the completion of the studies, 3D graphics will 
be developed for the fi nal environmental assessment 
report to show what the power station would look like in 
the landscape. 

Biodiversity
A fi eld survey of the entire proposed pipeline route and 
power station site identifi ed several threatened fauna 
species and two threatened ecological communities. 
However, the small-scale impact of the project is such that 
it would not have a signifi cant impact on threatened fauna 
species or ecological communities, due to the abundance 
of important habitats and the minor extent of vegetation 
clearance required for construction of the project. 

Cultural heritage
Following a six–week Aboriginal consultation period, a 
cultural heritage survey of the proposed pipeline route 
and power station site was recently undertaken with 
representatives of the local Aboriginal community groups 
to identify sites or objects of signifi cance. Measures 
implemented to minimise impact on identifi ed sites or 
objects may include diversion of the proposed pipeline 
route or removal and preservation of signifi cant objects. 

3

Bird and mammal callback surveying.

Chocolate Wattled Bat found and released during investigations.



Phone: 1800 445 546

Email: wellington_power@pb.com.au

Fax: 9272 5101

or

Wellington Power Project
Attention:   Romina Cavallo
Consultation Team
GPO Box 5394
Sydney  NSW  2001

Website: www.ermpower.com.au

Crane set up on site for the visual assessment.

4

Indicative land through which the gas pipeline would pass.

 Where to from here

The next key stages of the environmental assessment process, 
and their anticipated timing, are summarised below.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
APPROVAL STAGE

ANTICIPATED TIMING

Finalise environmental assessment for 
initial review by NSW Department of 
Planning (DoP)

Early February 2008

Public exhibition of environmental 
assessment document

Public open days• 
Public submissions• 

March – April 2008

Assessment and determination by DoP Mid–late June 2008

Contact details
Your involvement and feedback during the next phase and 
during public exhibition of the environmental assessment  
is important. ERM Power wants to ensure that community 
comment is considered as part of the environmental 
assessment process. Your comments and submissions will be 
taken by PB and relevant members of the environmental 
assessment team will provide you with responses to your 
comments and questions.

Further information on the proposed Wellington power 
station project and the environmental assessment process 
can be obtained by contacting the project consultation team. 
We look forward to your continued involvement in the 
project.

Local business and other interested parties can now register 
their interest to assist with the construction or operation 
of the proposed power station through a link on the ERM 
Power website (www.ermpower.com.au). 




