










                                                                                                6 Ellem Close 
                                                                                                Arrawarra NSW 2456 
                                                                                                30 January 2012 
Department of Planning 
Major Projects Assessment 
GPO Box 39 
Sydney NSW 2001 
 
Attn: Andrew Beattie 
 
Re: MP 06_0293 MOD 6 – Arrawarra Rest Area 
 
Dear Andrew 
Further to my submission made to Lisa Chan in response to the Arrawarra Rest Area EA 
Report in December 2011, I am writing to you in the hope that the Department is able to 
intervene in the approval process of the above Proposed Modification of the Project 
Approval, submissions which are currently being reviewed by the proponent. 
 
On Wed/Thursday 26 January 2012, Arrawarra Village and surrounds received 274 mms 
of rain over the 2 day period. While that in itself is not unusual, what did occur was an 
unprecedented level of flooding of residential properties and drains along Arrawarra 
Beach Road and further up towards the intersection with Eggins Drive, dangerously high, 
muddy water inundated the entire intersection and Arrawarra Beach Road causing a 
number of vehicles to have to park on higher ground between the intersection and the 
Pacific Highway. On 26 January, my husband and I had to take a friend to Coffs Regional 
Airport for a 4.15pm flight but we decided to leave at approx 1pm as the rain was 
torrential, the high tide (1.6m) was at around 11.30am and the Arrawarra & Yarrawarra 
Creek systems were dangerously high and the RTA website had warnings of water 
crossing the highway at Corindi and between Emerald Beach and Moonee Beach. We 
managed to get through in our 4WD but approximately 8 vehicles were parked on higher 
ground unwilling to risk driving through. 
According to the 27 January 2012 local paper The Advertiser, it reported that “cars were 
submerged in floodwaters on Eggins Road between Arrawarra & Corindi Beach near 
Darlington Park”. 
 
I have lived in Arrawarra for 25 years and have never experienced this amount of 
flooding before in both the residential part of the village and further up Arrawarra Beach 
Road to the Eggins intersection. 
 
In my additional comments to the Department in December as part of my submission, I 
mentioned the heavy rain event on 13 & 14 June 2011 in which 312mms of rain fell over 
2 days. While Arrawarra Beach Road did flood then, it was not what could be considered 
a dangerous situation though it did prevent a few small vehicles from being able to get 
through for approx 1 and a half hours. The residential properties and drainage systems 
did not flood significantly during that 2 day period. 
 



Work on the highway upgrade had not commenced at Arrawarra in June 2011 and 
therefore I and many of the residents here can only put the increased and unprecedented 
flooding levels and fast moving muddy water which occurred on 26 January down to the 
earthworks/landform modification and extensive tree removal which has taken place in 
the last few months. 
 
This serious situation needs to be addressed as a matter of urgency before the 
approvals are granted to begin work on the Rest Area. We have a number of elderly 
residents living in Arrawarra and the last thing they need is to be faced with major 
flooding issues in the future after the drama of 26 January. 
 
I look forward to your response. My phone contact number is 0266492825. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Lorraine Boyd 
 
 
 
 
 
PS  I note on your Planning website that my 19 May 2011 submission to the RTA 
objecting to  the Rest Area EA Report done by Aurecon Aust P/L which I emailed to 
Lisa Chan, is shown as an attachment however the document does not open so I am 
concerned that you didn’t get my 4 page submission which I had requested be 
included along with my additional comments shown on the website. Could you 
please confirm with me that you did receive the submission as I did have a problem 
sending it though I do have an email from Lisa dated 5 Dec saying she did receive it 
in word format. Please advise. 























Page 1 ofl

Andrew Beattie - FW: Serious flooding Arrawarra

From: "Rod */ Pat McKelvey" <mckelvey@internode.on.neÞ
To: <andrew.beattie@planning.nsw.gov.au>
Date: l/311201210:50 PM
Subject: FW: Serious flooding Arrawarra
Attachments: 2072-01-29 DoP Arrawarra Rest Area EA Further Info Rod McKelvey.docx

This has bounced twice using my Yahoo address so perhaps this one will work.

From : Rod McKelvey fma i lto : rod mckelvey@ya hoo.com,a u]
Sent: Monday, 30 January 2012 10:02 PM
To:'andrew. beattie@plan ning. nsw. gov.au'
Subject: Serious flooding Arrawarra

Hello
Attached is a letter describing the flooding event experienced here at Arrawarra Thursday January
26. Weather conditions at the time were not extreme as has been suggested, and in fact you'll read
that just 7 months ago we experienced more rain in the same period that didn't result in flooding that
could in any way be described as being even close to that which we experienced last Thursday.

Residents of Arrawarra feel their ongoing discussions and comment about possible flooding once
the S2W Upgrade got undenruay have never been adequately addressed. Their worst fears were
realised Thursday and the work has only just begun... heaven knows what we can expect when all
the planned hard surfacing is completed in a couple of years.

Regards
Rod McKelvey
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10 Ellem Close 
Arrawarra, NSW 2456 

Australia 
Phone: (02) 6649 2549 

Mobile: 0429 457 138 
Email: rodmckelvey@yahoo.com.au 

Mr. Andrew Beattie 
Department of Planning & Infrastructure 
GPO Box 39, 
Sydney NSW 2001 
 
29 January 2012 
 
RE: Arrawarra Rest Area further important information 
 
Dear Mr Beattie, 
 
In the light of our recent flooding event, we would ask that you please urgently take this 
information into consideration before completing the assessment of the Arrawarra Rest 
Area EA, because we don’t believe localised flooding issues have ever been adequately 
addressed. 
 
Several of us who made submissions referenced the risk of additional flooding in the 
area as the result of the Highway Upgrade.  
 
The flooding that occurred in Arrawarra on Thursday, January 26, was quite extreme 
when compared to anything previously experienced here.  The rainfall recorded locally 
over two days was 274mm, resulting in water levels reaching dangerous levels for 
residents in the village and making Arrawarra Beach Rd and Eggins Drive trafficable by 
only the bravest residents in 4WD vehicles for several hours. A number of vehicles were 
stranded. The water reached up to 600cm deep and covered 100’s meters of Arrawarra 
Beach Rd, Eggins Drive and surrounds for as far as the eye could see. 
 
Danielle Wallace at No 1 Arrawarra Beach Rd had contacted Leighton several times 
recently after locals noticed changes in the last couple of months in the frequency and 
volumes of very turbid water from relatively minor rainfall events, causing numerous 
small floods to overtop Arrawarra Beach Road and additional flows their properties. 
Leighton’s representative was rather dismissive, claiming nothing had changed.  
 
In spite of those claims, recent history proves there has been considerable change, and 
the timing coincides with S2W Upgrade work starting in earnest locally. A similar rainfall 
event over the same 2 day time-span graphically demonstrates our concerns. On 13 & 
14th June 2011 we had two days of heavy rain with a total of 312mm being recorded in 
Arrawarra.  
 
At that time we experienced a small amount of water over Arrawarra Beach Road up 
near Eggins Drive, (approximately 50m of road overtopped by less than 100/150mm of 
water) preventing some drivers especially in smaller cars from being able to drive 
through for a very short time. The dish drains in the residential area filled, but no houses 
were under threat from floodwaters. But that was the normal outcome after experiencing 
high rainfall totals like those of just 7 months ago. 
 
In June 2011, the Highway Upgrade had barely started in our area. Activity was limited to 
surveying and some test drilling only. It wasn’t until around October/November that 
vegetation removal and landform modification started seriously, the melaleuca forest was 
mulched and the existing wetlands were back-filled. That’s when locals noticed changes 
in the amount and quality (turbidity) of water following rain events. 
 
Feeling as though she had not been given a fair hearing by Leighton’s representative, 
Ms Wallace finally contacted the Grafton office of the RTA to voice her concerns and 
report the changes in the number of times minor flooding was evident since the S2W 
Upgrade work started in the area.  



 

 

 
The Grafton office said they would pass the message onto operational staff involved in 
the S2W Upgrade. On Friday January 27, Matthew Francisco visited Ms Wallace’s 
property to hear her concerns and have a look around. He left saying he would have a 
look at the worksite and get back to her. 
 
Arrawarra resident Bob Piper is a veteran member of the RFS and past member of the 
SES for 30 years. He wrote a report of the flooding events, some of which follows below. 
 

Some notes and Observations, Arrawarra Flooding Thursday January 26, 2012 
 
I agree with older locals many of these events were normal weather patterns that 
have occurred over the past 25/30 years, but unlike this time little flooding has 
been experienced. 
  
Arrawarra Village was flooded, Arrawarra Beach Road (ABR) was impassable 
due to depth of water over it (a first time), water then continued east overflowing 
drains within the village causing local flooding to houses. 
 
After a thorough inspection of the highway [S2W Roadwork] with only a portion 
of the construction carried out (and no action on the rest area) it is so blatantly 
obvious the works to date are directing huge quantities of water to the village 
and surrounds. 
 
Water from construction on west of present hwy is directed through 3 culverts. 
 1.  Into Arrawarra creek greatly raising its level to overflowing (at full tide creek 
is a banker) 
2.  Culvert approx. 200 mtrs south of ABR.  (As can be seen by water gush and 
debris) ran 3 ways, some to creek some through native forest area eastward and 
to ABR. and some directly to ABR. 
3.  Culvert approx 100 mtrs north of ABR Volume directed 2 ways through 
flooding of rural allotments and homes in Ellem Cl. plus again to ABR. 
  
From item 2 (above) water overflowed the creek area and drains in front of 
homes in ABR. This backup of water from 2 angles created major flooding in the 
APZ and rose to people’s back doors (flooding some garages) and prevented 
any drainage taking place.  
 
These levels of water have never previously been experienced (It was high tide 
but that cannot be an excuse). 

Bob Piper 
  
I realise it’s unusual to wish to add information to submissions that have closed back in 
December, but we feel in this instance it is warranted, and that further investigations and 
consultation take place with the residents affected by last week’s flooding.  
 
Given that recent upgrade works at Blackadder Creek, Corindi, failed, resulting in Corindi 
Park Estate being flooded and leading to RTA acknowledging responsibility to residents, 
we want to avoid a repetition of that situation. With the amount of hard surface planned 
in the area, we are concerned for the future when all major works are completed. 
 
Unless a review is taken now to properly address the flooding issues, the future for 
Arrawarra residents will be very bleak indeed. 
 
Regards 

 
Rod W McKelvey 
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Lisa Chan - Sapphire to Woolgoolga upgrade - selection of Arrawarra for service centre -
objection

From: "Prue Mitchell" <prudence.mitehell@westnet.com.au>
To: <lisa.chan@planning.nsw.gov.au>
Date: 1611212011 4:33 PM
Subject: Sapphire to Woolgoolga upgrade - selection of Arrawara for service centre -

objection
CC: "'Peter Murphy"' <peter.murphy@westnet.com.au)
Attachments: Further objection to truck stop at Arrawarra.docx

I attach a copy of another objection to the selection of the above site for a service centre. Please
acknowledge receipt of th¡s by return.

Yours sincerely,

Prue Mitchell

fi1e:/lC:\Documents and SettingsVchan\Local Settings\Temp\XPGrpWise\4EEB72F4S... 19ll2l20II



16 December 2OLL

Dear Sir/Madam,

Woolgoolga to Sapphire upgrade of the Pacific Highway - "proposed" service
centre at Arrawarra

I am writing to object to the selection of Arrawarra as the preferred site of the truck stop and to
comment on the EA as belately invited to do by the RTA. I strongly object to the site being selected at all
and theinsidiousplanoftheRTAtopaveparadiseandputupaparkinglot. Thebasesforthat
objection include the following:

a There is no need to have a truck stop or any facilities of that nature in the location at all. There is
already one at Half Way creek, and plenty of like facilities at Woolgoolga (x2) and a ready made
industrial estate where another could be put, if necessary and many in Coffs Harbour. All
existing facilities are withing 40 mins of each other and Arrawarra would be yet another stop
within that 40 minute zone. I do not think that truckies or anyone else will be having their 3
meals a day at 5 locations (minimum)within a 40 minute driving zone.

The environmental impact on endangered species, too numerous to mention, such as the
squirrel glider, feathertail, yellow bellied glider and bird and other fauna corridors is such as to
wipe out their habitat completely. These have all been adequately described in previous
submissions by other objectors and you can take it that they are repeated here. Unbelievably,
fauna corridor crossings have been removed from the plans for the Sapphire to Woolgoolga
upgrade. No crossings are proposed for the established site, despite an acknowledgement that
the environmental impacts on native vegetation and fauna at this site will be extensive. This is
nothing short of environmental vandalism.
Hydrology and soil management -the area is on a creek. lt is on the junction of a number of
creeks and rivulets. Arrawarra is regularly flooded which will only be exacerbated by the
proposed truck stop. Again this has all been dealt with in previous submissions and the problem
is well known. Many parts of Arrawarra are not curbed or guttered and there is nowhere for run
off to go. Council, if requested, may come and suck the water out from the ditches in front of
out houses, if they feel like it. Even if the additional run-off created by the truck stop was to be

run out to sea, this would pollute the Solitary lslands Marine park and jeapardise aquatic life in
the park and surrounding areas. Especially as it would contain contaminates from the highway
and truck stop such as petrol and other by-products. Building the truck stop site will simply
ensure that Arrawarra becomes a swimming pool or sink for the run-off from the highway and
the truck stop. The Aurecon report addresses none of these issues adequately, if at all, Again,
there is absolutely no need for a truck stop at this location at all, let alone one that
compromises the environment and the value of our houses as a result of the natural hydrology
of the area. No adequate consideration of this is in the Aurecon report. Any diminution in the
value of our properties as a result of increased innundation of our land will be the direct result

a

o



a

of the RTA's clear decision to build an unnecessary truck stop ¡n an area of outstanding natural

beauty, when so many other sites are more appropriate, already cleared and proffer a better
drainage outcome.

Noise - the Aurecon report does not adequately address this issue. There is no protection

whatsoever for the ingress and egress to the "proposed" site. Already, truck noise and

decompression of their brakes can be heard at night, particularly of trucks proceeding south

from Grafton past Arrawarra. The noise will only be compounded by stopping at a truck stop.

A small mound restricted to around the site is hardly going to deal with that issue in any sensible

way.

ln summary, the RTA has clearly made a decision to select this site for the service centre, although

they are coy about admitting to have done so. This no doubt is so that they do not have list the
reasons for the basis of their decision so that no application can be made to challenge the so-called

process under administrative law or under any other law dealing with the environmental
implications of the decision, which they are reluctant to admit has been made. The entire process

has been one of deliberate obfuscation and a strategy of exhausting the objectors so that we give up

at some critical moment of which we are not aware.

I request that the RTA state categorically, when they made the decision to select Arrawarra as the
service centre and provide copies of the documents that were generated to document that
decision. I also request that the reasons for that decision be categorically stated and again,

provide me with copies of the documents that were generated to evidence such reasoning. I

expect a written response in a timely fashion to these requests.

I am tired of RTA's pretence of consultation when it has already made up it's mind. lt is a waste of
everybody's time and energy about something that is so important to the environment, the value of
our houses and our lives. lt is effectively a compulsory acquisition of our community without any,

let alone fair or reasonable compensation. What for? So that the RTA can make a few more bucks

from renting the site to the well known gourmands of Kentucky Fried Chicken, MacDonalds and the
like. Again, there is no need for a service centre here at all or anywhere near here. lt is only a 40

min drive from Half Way Creek to Coffs Harbour. Let alone Woolgoolga or Moonee Beach which

sites are already developed and provide numerous and adequate facilities.

I look,forward to receiving the informátion in bold requested in the penultimate paragraph of this
letter.

Yours faithfully,

Prudence Mitchell and Peter Murphy

47 Arrawarra Beach Rd, Arrawarra.

0

I












	Submissions 1 to 14_redacted.pdf
	Submissions 1 to 14zzz.pdf
	Lorraine Boyd Submission2_300112
	Submissions 1 to 14.pdf
	Subs 1-28.pdf
	Sub 13
	Sub 14


	1190_001
	2012-01-29 DoP Arrawarra Rest Area EA Further Info Rod McKelx

	CHCC submission



