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A.2

Project brochure

EED IR

Eaa CIEEnNE

S

compstithve pricing and chaoles for consumera inthe
MEW snargy market. Once built, the pipeine could
provide gas for regional powar gereration and coud
alen provids the meana to commercialiss codl ssam
gas resounces undar Inveatigation in northerm MEW.

About the corridor

The pipsline cormdor has bean refined taking into
conaideration land use, accisl, anvironmental,
technicsl, end sconomic fectors. The mep in this
leafiet (lustratas the propesed comidarn the main
road creasinga and the regiona cantres that it
pemesa nean Whis the comidor is about 200 metres
wide, consultation with affected stekehalders,
inciuding lendownera, environment bodies,
Aboriging communities, local councils ard others,
has commenced to help refine this comidar to s
target 30 metres in width,

Some pipaing facts

Tha pipsline wil be approximatsly 820km in length,
with 220km in Cusensiand and the baance in NSW
A& zmall latarsl around 10km in length will aleo extand
from the misin comidor to the Maitlend aea.

as near =2 practicsbls to it curment condition.

ADproval pr
The NEW Goverrment Departrment of Planning

ia tha approving authority for the NEW ssction of

tha pipsine (approva has almady been given in
Quesnsland). Tha project is complex, croesing @ atate
bourdary, a rumber of rivers, esiating infrestructurs
ard numanoua landroldinga. Interaction with

ather key govemiment, reguiatony snd commaunity
stakahaoldera ia an important part of the procees to
ansure &l mkevant isuss are considersd a3 part of
the environmentsl assasamants.

=58

Consuitatian

Curing the planning and spproval stages, conasuttation
with etskesholdars wil be comprehensive. It wil
cantinus for the durstion of the project. To support
thia program, & website weaw.ghgp.com.au has been
astablishad, and will develop gradually sa the project
progreasss and mons informaticn becomes available.
ttwill alea provida & mesns for people to contact the
project with any arquinss. We plan o work clossty
with local councis along the pipsine camidor to heip
I the dissemination of information about the project.
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A.3 Project website homepage

féueensla nd Hunter

Gas Pipeline

Search

P
_Submit )

Media release - $850 Million
Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline
moves forward on back of new
gas fired power station

to view
Date Added: 2B/05/2008

Privacy policy
to view
Date Added: 06/02/2008

Project background for the

Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline
to view

Date Added: 20/12/2007

Map showing the proposed
pipeline corridor

to view
Date Added: 20/12/2007

Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline

Environmental Assessment

The project has been gazetted as critical
infrastructure under Part 3A of the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act
1873, The QHGP Is considered to be a critical
energy service, which will provide greater
security of gas supply to NSW. It also has the
potential to deliver gas to areas where itis
currently not available. The project will be
privately funded.

The proposed pipeline would provide gas supplies to
the Newcastle region, helping to create more
competitive pricing and choice for consumers in the
MNSW energy market. The pipeline also has the
potential to stimulate industry and employment.

In May 2008, a trade agreement was reached
between the Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline and
Queensland Gas Company (QGC). As a result of this
agreement QHGP will also be taking gas from
Berwyndale South.

C-54



Project background

The Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline (QHGP) project will deliver an alternative natural gas supply to the
Hunter region by providing the conduit connecting the gas transmission grid between Queensland and NSW.
The significant Bowen and Surat Basin coal seam gas reserves in both Queensland and northern NSW will
provide an alternate gas source to ensure greater security for natural gas supply to the region. The pipeline
also aims to increase competition within the NSW natural gas market.

The pipeline will give NSW direct access to the rapidly expanding Queensland gas fields and encourages
exploration and development of gas fields in regional NSW.

The Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline is being funded by Hunter Gas Pipeline Pty Ltd. This is a joint venture
between three leading NSW based gas users in NSW and an infrastructure planning consultancy in
Queensland. These include:

* Duncan J Hardie (Hardie Holdings) — Chairman.

* Garbis Simonian (Weston Aluminium) — Managing Director.
* Hilton Grugeon (Hunter Lands) — Director.

* Ross Skerman (RLMS — Queensland) — Director.

The primary project objective is to deliver reliable and competitively priced gas to the Hunter region of NSW.

Planning approval

Under the provisions of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the NSW Department of
Planning is the approving authority for the NSW section of the pipeline (approval has already been given for the
Queensland section of the pipeline). The project is involved, crossing a state boundary, a number of rivers,
existing infrastructure and numerous landholdings.

The project will be assessed under Part 3A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. Under
the provisions of this Act, the project will first be assessed conceptually (Concept Plan environmental
assessment) and then in detail (Project Application environmental assessment).

Interaction with other key government, regulatory and community stakeholders will play an important part in the
process to ensure all relevant issues are considered as part of the environmental assessments.

There is a link to the planning process on this website which provides a schematic diagram, and indicates the
progress of the project.

Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline
Environmental Assessment
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Yes. The Commonwealth Department of the Environment and Water Resources (DEW) will be made aware of
the project through a formalised referral process, under the provisions of the Environment Protection
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. The DEW will consider the project to determine if it is likely to have a
significant impact on matters of national environmental significance. This includes a consideration of potential
impacts on areas such as World Heritage properties, national heritage places, wetlands of international
importance (Ramsar Wetlands), listed threatened species, ecological communities and migratory species. It is
likely that any requirements of DEW will be incorporated into the environmental assessment requirements at
the Project Application environmental assessment stage.

Specifics about the pipeline

It is anticipated that construction will start in late 2009, subject to approvals. Gas flow is expected to commence
in the first quarter of 2011.

The total construction cost is expected to be around $800 million.

The pipeline will be around 820km long with 222km in Queensland and the balance in NSW.

About the pipeline route

The Study Area starts at Wallumbilla in Queensland (450km west of Brisbane), it crosses the
Queensland/NSW border near Boomi, and continues in a southeasterly direction to Newcastle. The major
towns that Study Area passes include Surat (Queensland), Boomi (just south of border crossing), Moree,
Narrabri, Boggabri, Gunnedah, Quirindi, Murrurundi, Scone, Muswellbrook, Singleton, Maitland and terminating
in Newcastle.

At this stage of the project the final pipeline route is still being confirmed. Start and end points have been
identified and a number of routes considered. A 200m wide Study Area has been identified for further research.

The Study Area will be subject to a comprehensive assessment process from environmental studies to
stakeholder negotiations.

The Study Area has been carefully selected to minimise impacts on the natural and built environment and local
communities. Issues that have been taken into account include:

* The topography and geology along the alignment.
* Existing land use.
* Minimising impact on flora and fauna, in particular endangered ecological communities.

* Avoiding urban areas.

Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline
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* Minimising the number of affected landowners.

* Minimising the impact on indigenous and non-indigenous heritage.
* Minimising impacts on agriculture and mining.

* Minimising the number of creek and river crossings.

* Minimising the number of road crossings.

* Avoiding interference with existing utilities.

The Study Area is currently about 200 metres wide, however through consultation with affected stakeholders
including landowners, environment bodies, Aboriginal communities, local councils and others, we are refining
this Study Area to a target 30 metres in width, which will then be known as the pipeline route or ROW
alignment.

No. When the Study Area has been refined through the social and environmental assessment work, the only
land required will be 30 metres in width. Initially, all landholders within the Study Area will be notified of the
pipeline. Then further discussions with landholders will be undertaken with those who own land within the final
30m ROW alignment to select the final route.

No. The pipeline will be buried for its entire length. Factors such as the depth to which it is buried are controlled
by Australian Standard 2885 and vary depending upon the land use, soil type, and the presence of rock.

Once the pipeline is completed above ground facilities such as isolation valves, meters, scraper stations,
cathodic protection pest posts and other safety features will be the only pieces of infrastructure located on the
surface. Line of sight markers will also be clearly visible on the pipeline easement.

The pipeline will have an external diameter of up to 500mm.

Transportation of natural gas through a pipeline is a very safe way of transporting energy because the
infrastructure is fixed and located underground.

Gas pipelines are checked regularly to make sure they are structurally sound. This is done both through visual
inspections on the surface and by use of special equipment known as ‘pigs’. Pigs (thought to have been given
this name because they make a squealing sound) are devices that move through pipelines to clean and inspect
them. They are used to test for pipe thickness and roundness, identify signs of corrosion and find tiny leaks so
that they can be repaired.

Pipelines are well marked to show their location so that machinery operators will avoid them.

Pipeline construction typically takes place in the following stages:

* Environmentally sensitive areas, identified through the impact assessment process, are marked in the field.

Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline
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* The path of the pipeline is cleared of obstacles such as boulders, shrubs and trees to allow the construction
equipment access to the site.

* Topsoil is scraped from the construction area and stockpiled for use during reinstatement.
* The sections of pipe are laid out end to end along the ROW.
* Trenches are dug next to the laid out pipe.

* The sections of the pipe are welded together. Some sections may need to be bent slightly to fit the path of
the pipeline.
* The welded string of pipe is lowered into the trench.

* The trench is filled in carefully to make sure the pipeline is not damaged.

* The pipeline is tested using water under very high pressure to make sure there are no leaks or cracks. The
water pressure is higher than what will eventually be used to transport the gas to ensure that the pipe can
withstand the necessary pressure.

* Different methods such as boring or open cutting may need to be used for crossing waterways or roads.

* Once the pipeline has been buried the disturbed land is rehabilitated, replanted if necessary, and returned to
a condition as close as possible to its original state.

During the pipeline’s construction phase, a corridor of around 30 metres in width will be used. Additional areas
of up to 50 metres in width will be required at intervals along the ROW for soil storage (particularly near
watercourses) and for truck turn around areas. These will be agreed with landowners as required.

The proponent will be seeking a 30-metre easement from the landowner for the life of the project. The
easement allows for the installation and management of the pipeline. Whilst there will be some restrictions on
activities within the easement (eg. deep digging, erection of structures) most land uses, particularly agricultural
ones, are able to continue over the easement.

Once the pipeline has been completed the only visible impact will be isolation valves, scraper stations and
marker posts.

Isolation valves are a safety device installed to enable rapid isolation and shutdown of sections of the pipeline
whilst scraper stations are used to launch and receive equipment for cleaning and monitoring the inside of
the pipeline.

Marker posts are about 1.2m high and installed to warn people of the presence of the pipeline. They are
located at crossing points of all fence lines, watercourses, roads, powerlines and railway lines and at other
locations so that they can be clearly be seen.

There are a number of measures that will be put in place to ensure that the pipeline is protected and
maintained. The pipeline will be:

* |dentified by warning markers to prevent damage by third party operators such as excavators.
* Protected and monitored to prevent corrosion damage.

* Patrolled routinely from the ground and air.

Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline
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* Maintained and operated in compliance with a specific safety and operating plan (SAOP).

It is possible that the pipeline route may be located within a flood-affected area. Protection measures will be
installed during construction, including for example, rock protection over the pipe in a streambed to prevent
potential scouring during flood conditions or concrete coating to weight the pipeline to prevent flotation. In
addition to regular inspection trips, specific inspections will be carried out after heavy rainfall or flash flooding to
ensure that the structural integrity of the pipeline is maintained.

About the gas
Gas for the Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline will initially be extracted from Surat and Bowen basins in

Queensland. The proposed pipeline route has been selected to provide opportunities for transport of emerging
coal seam gas reserves in regional NSW.

Initially, the gas will be delivered via the pipeline to the Hunter Region for power generation and industry usage.

Potential connection points (off takes) may also be built into the pipeline at construction, or added to the
pipeline system during operation. This however is dependant on future market opportunities.

Initially the pipeline will carry 60 petajoules (PJ) per annum with the possibility of increasing to 120PJ or more.

About natural gas

Natural gas is a fossil fuel that is formed when organic material, such as plants and animals, are subjected to
extreme heat and pressure over thousands of years. Natural gas, comprised mainly of methane, also contains
a variety of other compounds, gases, oils and water that need to be removed before the gas can be used.

Natural gas reserves are often in the same location as coal or oil reserves. In most natural gas reservoirs the
gas is trapped in the void spaces of rocks such as sandstone. Coal seam gas is usually trapped on the
surfaces of the coal and held in place by water and pressure — the gas is removed before mining and used in
the mine or sold or alternatively released as the coal is mined. Alternately, for deeper coal seams, such as in
southern central Queensland and regional NSW, the gas is recovered by drilling into these seams — producing
the adsorbed water and releasing the gas. Coal seam gas typically contains less other compounds than
conventional natural gas and requires little or no processing before use.

The purified gas is transported through pipelines to end-users where it is combusted (burned) to generate
electricity, heat homes or provide energy feedstock for industrial processes. The main by-products are carbon
dioxide and water vapour.

Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline
Environmental Assessment
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As well as generating electricity, natural gas can be delivered to homes and businesses where it can be used
for cooking and heating and can be used as a feed stock for a number of manufacturing processes such as
fertilisers and petrochemicals.

The traditional areas for on-shore domestic gas production in Australia are the central desert regions of NE
South Australia and SW Queensland. These areas service the high-pressure conventional gas streams piped
into Adelaide and Sydney from the early seventies. The Roma area in Queensland (adjacent to where this
pipeline starts) provided the earliest gas in Australia via a pipeline to Brisbane, which is now approaching 40
years old. Bass Strait, between Victoria and Tasmania, delivers gas to Melbourne from the Gippsland and
Otway Basins. In the past ten years both Adelaide and Sydney markets have been connected to this region by
similar high-pressure transmission gas grids.

Western Australia’s domestic gas is provided in the main by gas fields to the north of Perth. Offshore WA, the
North West Shelf region extending from Broome to Darwin hosts some of the most prolific (and remote) gas
provinces on the planet. Australia is a world leader in gas production and gas technology.

Closer to this proposal to ship gas from the Queensland coal seam methane fields there are significant gas
reserves in northern NSW extending down to the Hunter Valley. This pipeline will provide a vital conduit for that
gas to reach the industrial hub of NSW. In their own right the Sydney, Newcastle and Wollongong areas are
home to large coal reserves and are potentially a source of coal seam gas.

Project benefits

It is anticipated that there would be up to 600 jobs during construction and around 25 direct jobs once the
pipeline is operational. The majority of these jobs would be highly specialised and would be undertaken by
experienced pipeline workers with specific skills.

The overall investment in the pipeline project is about $1billion. This will result in around $600 million of direct
investment into NSW. There is likely to be much greater economic benefit realised from the expansion of
industry and job creation throughout the region.

This pipeline will create greater supply security and cost-competitive gas to industry in the Hunter region. This
will greatly assist local industries that rely on gas and energy supply. Possible developments include the
expansion of aluminium smelting and the construction of gas-fired power stations.

There will be short term jobs and expenditures generated during the pipeline construction. Over the longer
term, there are likely to be more jobs created as industries develop as a result of access to a new energy
source. Industries, for example, might include aluminium smelting and power generation. There is also the
potential flow-on effect to local businesses to support the workers and operations of these growing industries.

Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline
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The Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline aims to make the NSW gas market more competitive. By importing gas
from QLD more efficiently, opening up the possibility of gas production within NSW and ensuring a choice of
suppliers, it is likely gas prices may become cheaper and more secure for end-users over time.

One of the benefits of using natural gas to generate electricity is that it is a cleaner fuel because it produces 30
percent less greenhouse gases and pollutants than coal.

Coal contains more carbon, nitrogen and sulphur than natural gas. This means that when it is combusted coal
releases higher amounts of carbon emissions, nitrogen oxides and sulphur dioxide as well as ash particles.
Combustion of natural gas releases very small amounts of sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, virtually no ash
and lower levels of carbon dioxide and carbon monoxide.

Natural gas combustion produces about 56 per cent of the carbon dioxide emissions of coal combustion for the
same energy output. When compared to a coal-fired power station, an 800MW gas fired power station would
reduce the emission of carbon dioxide emissions by 3 million tonnes per annum.

Impacts of construction

Each crew works at about 3—4km each day depending on the terrain (ie if there are more trees or the ground is
very rocky progress may be slower). To enable the crews to work safely and efficiently, there is often a delay
between the arrival dates of each crew. Typically it would take about 12 weeks for all the crews to pass through
an area and complete their tasks (ie from the land clearing crew through to the finish of reinstatement).

Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline will only be seeking an easement over the land. This means that ownership
of the land remains with the landowner. The proponent will however have rights over what can be done on the
easement. For operational safety reasons, restrictions would apply to prevent building over the area, limiting
activities that require deep digging or ploughing, impounding water and limiting growing trees over the pipeline.

All other activities (eg grazing, routine cultivation and general agriculture) can be carried out on the land once
construction is complete.

In these cases the pipeline may be buried to a greater depth to allow the existing practices to continue. This
would be negotiated with the landowner during the easement acquisition process.

The proponent will have Land Agents working in the area who will contact all potentially affected landowners.
The Land Agents will discuss the project needs and negotiate appropriate routes, easement and construction
compensation with the landowner/holder. The proponent will use the services of a third party valuation firm to
determine appropriate compensation offers to affected landowners in relation to the acquisition of

the easement.
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During construction you can expect:

* An intermittent increase in traffic in the area.

* Potential alterations to speed limits in proximity to construction activities.
* Construction activity in phases over about 3 months.

* Moving equipment and machinery.

Highly skilled work crews who specialise in welding and testing of high-pressure transmission pipeline
construction will be employed. However other activities such as land preparation, vehicle supply and
maintenance, food supply and cleaning services are typically sourced locally.

The operational workforce for a pipeline is quite small but there may be opportunities for skilled workers such
as mechanics and technicians in monitoring and maintaining the pipeline and its facilities.

The pipeline is a high-pressure transmission pipeline to transport gas from one location to another. Distribution
of gas to residential users would take place through specialist providers where local councils and industries
identify a feasible market. This is yet to be determined for regional locations and does not form part of the
proponent’s plans.

If your land is directly affected by the proposed route you will be personally contacted by the project team to
discuss any potential impacts. If you are interested in more general information you can contact the project
team through the following means.

Phone: (02) 9411 4294
Web: www.ghgp.com.au

Email: contact@ghgp.com.au

Post: Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline
PO Box 5523
West Chatswood NSW 1515
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A.5 List of media contacted in relation to the QHGP

Newspapers

Tamworth Times

Radio

ABC New England North West NSW

Northern Daily Leader

2MO Gunnedah Pty Ltd

Armidale Independent

2NM

Maitland Mercury

NX FM Newcastle

Newcastle Herald 2T™M
Hunter Post 2VM
Bingara Advocate Now FM
Namoi Valley Independent FM 92.9
North West Magazine FM 92.9

Border News

Triple G 97.5 FM

Moree Champion

Gem FM

Narrabri Courier

16 NTC

Quirindi Advocate

1233 ABC Newcastle NSW

Scone Advocate 105.3 NEW FM
Warialda Standard 2HD
Country Leader KO FM

Wee Waa News

Radio 2NM/ Power FM

Warren Weekly

NX FM Newcastle

Lightning Ridge News

2NUR FM

Lower Hunter Star

ABC Upper Hunter NSW

Hunter Valley News

Power FM Hunter Valley

Muswellbrook Chronicle

Rhema FM 99.7

Newcastle Star

Sea FM 101.3 Central Coast

Singleton Argus

Sydney Morning Herald

Pipeline Plant Offshore
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A.6 Examples of local and regional news coverage

Newcastle Herald 4 December 2007
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ABC local radio 20 December 2007
m' Gas fired power station for Tamworth?

Last Update: Thursday, Decamber 20, 2007. 4:15om AEDT
By Richard Standley, Kelly Fuller, Anna Moulder

Last weekend, Tamworth was the subject of an intensive telephone market research program designed to sound out
local attitudes to a gas fired power staton.

The Perth based Nation Wide Market Research group conducted the phone survey on behalf of an unnamed group
o assess community reaction to a proposal to bulld a gas fired power station.

A researcher Indicated the complex would be built on a 10 hectare site around seven or e:ght kidometres from
Tamworth. It's believed the power station would generate around 200 megawatts of power that would be fed Into the
state grid. As many as 200 people would be employed during the construction phase, reducing to a permanent staff
of up to 15 people once (t's operating. It would cperate at peak use times to suppiement existing power reserves,
supplying electricity to 10 thousand people.

Talkback on ABC New England North West revealed that several residents in the region had received letters from
Tne Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline group requesting consultation in relation to land access. Al this stage there is
no confirmed link between the two projects.

Tne Queensland company Is bullding a gas pipe from Queensland to the Hunter Valley and says North West
property owners who're likely to be affected should have received a letter explaining details of the plan.

The exact route has not yet been determined, but the company expects the line to run through the Moree Plains
Shire south to the Boggabn, Gunnedah, Quirindl and Murrurundi districts.

Tne Project manager for the Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline Bob Oten says over a thousand letters have been
sent out,

“In the end we are not sure of the exact number because of the route selection process that is going on - | can tell
you that right now approximately 1200 people have received letters - not all of those peogple will actually have gas
pipeline on their property," Mr Otien says.

Tne Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline Is one of three potential gas suppliers In the New England North West region
of NSW. The Central Ranges company already provides gas to Tamworth, while Eastern Star Gas operates a power
station in the Narrabri area.

Last Updated: 201122007 4:19:48 PM
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ABC local radio 4 February 2008

M| ABC Ne

Landowners consulted about gas pipeline
plans

Posted Mon Feb 4, 2008 10:08am AEDT

The company bullding a gas pipeline between Queensland * Map: Tamworth 2340
and Newcastle through the New England and north-west New
South Wales has begun meeting with affected landholders.

The $700 million pipeline will cross the borcer near Boomi ang cross through the Moree Plaing, Gunnedah ang the
Liverpool Plains shires.

Project director Bob Otjen says the company has written to affected langholders to make appointments for meetings
and ask permission to survey their properties.

"Hopefully that we can come on 10 certain properties (n areas where there is the gotental for environmental things out
there that we snould know about in regard to putting a pipeling there, whether they need 1o be missea and things like
that," he said.

The Courier 7 February 2008
Gas pipeline coming
through by 2009 -10

It will be about two
vears before construc-
tion begins on & new gas
plpeline, which will pass
through Narrabri on its
way from Queensland
to the Hunter Valley,
but consultations with
local land owners and
various suthorities are
well under-way.

“We're looking to have
all approvals in hand by
the end of 2008" says
Bob Otjea Project Diree-
tor for Hunter Energy -
a privately owned com-
pany who are belind the
project

The actual laying of
the pipe 5 10 commence
by cither end of 2009 oc
the beginning of 2010,

One of the main rea-
sons for the wait s the de-
lay in getting the pipe
manufactured to order -
2 job for which Austral-
izn and international
companies are currently
bidding.

Mr Otjen says that they
will take advantage of
this time to conduct fur-
ther consultation with
“every local governmen-
tal suthority, all sons of
other siake holders in-
cluding land-care groups
and any one with nearby
infrastructure”,

These various stake-
holders have already

been notified and asked
for comment.

During this process the
exact route of the pipeline
will be finalised as well
as the location of outlet
valves to feed local indus-
try zlong the way.

There is 2lso potential
for cooperation with

New, and not so new.

Eastern Star Gas, which
operates NSW's first
commercial gas ficld just
outside of Narrabri.
“They know us and we
know them, and we
would love to do that for
them," said Mr Otjen, but
no agreement  has been
reached.

G &y

St Franeis Xavier's School has welcomed a new
Origlnally from Coffs Harbour, Miss Didlick gradu:
year. Mr Michael Falkiner has returned to St Xavie

schools in the UK.
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North West Magazine 11 February 2008

NO RTH WEST February 11, 2008, Vaol. 35, No. 38
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Queensland gas
in the pipeline

| Naural gas piped from
Queensland to Newcastle
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Maitland Mercury 13 February 2008

Wednesday, 13 February 2008 Print | Close

$300 million added to gas pipeline bill

PATRICK MAY

An interstate gas pipeline involving prominent Hunter businessmen is two years behind schedule and will
cost and extra $300 million.

The 820km Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline has secured approval from the Queensland Government, but
changes demanded by the State Government and environmental bodies have created a frustrating delay,
despite planning minister Frank Sartor declaring it a critical infrastructure project.

The privately funded pipeline, which would run through Maitland anc extend 10km to Kurri Kurri, is guided
by a board including Hunter business heavyweights Hilton Grugeon, Duncan Hardie, and Weston Aluminium
founder Garbis Simonian.

Project director Bab Otjen said the route of the underground pipeline was heavily medified to meet
environmental requirements and avoid stock and read reserves. [t will run from Wallumbilla in South-East
Queensland to Hexham.

“The various environmental authorities of NSW were saying you really shouldn’t put it here. We had to go
back and restart that process,” Mr Otjen said,

“We moved it to an area and made it a little shorter, a little easier to build, and environmentally, a lot
better.”

Mr Otjen hopes to secure ultimate planning approval and acquire the raw materials for the pipeline to begin
construction in 2010, The pipeline should take at least a year to build, creating 600 jobs.

It was mooted in 2006 and costed at $550 million, but the heralded "missing link" in the Eastern Australia
gas network will cost about $300 million more thanks in part to rising prices in steel, fuel and labour, Mr
Otjen said.

But he was confident the pipeline, and a lateral line running from the main corridor to Maitland and Kurri
Kurri, would eventually be built.

“It really makes sense for NSW, It would |lessen the cost of gas and give greater security of supply.”

“It's a major infrastructure project being funded by a number of individuals meeting the objectives of gas
electricity generation and greenhouse gas concerns,

“Some companies have had their supply cut off in very hot or very cold weather, and it’s certainly
expensive to stop a plant and start again.”

The pipeline corridor is projected to range from 200m te 30m in width, Hunter Energy claims it will help
create competitive pricing and could provide gas for regional power generation.

Capyright @ 2008. Rural Press Limited
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Maitland Mercury 19 February 2008
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Gas pipe

for

industry

By AN KIRKWOOD

TIT. hicfrers of a  plaonad
$400 million gas nipeline
between Bexbam snd Wallum-
billa in south-east Gueensland

ect directar Bob Otjen sald the
mipeling would rely mainly o
gas from the Bowen and Surst
basms in Queensland, which it
nelieved could be sold in the
Hunter and elsewlere alisy
the line at compeddne males,
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possible of the 570 Idicenele: of
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Much of the pipz will b laid
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company hid started
with Jandowners abouz eesass,
Mr Ogen said

Thre line would 1un frn
Texham to Muswellbrook

through Gunnedeh, Narzebrd
awd Mares, erussing the bor
dJer al Boomi and ending at
Watiuembillu, near Roma.

Abaul. 630 people would be
emplayed fur ) yaar or more In
brlldlag e pipeling, and then
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aperale and maintam it

“The main employment bern
efit iz in the industy creatlon
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spid

Soma of the share
bolders hed sold ouwt byt
founding permer Ro Sker-
map, & Queensiand meolngist,
hid sttrected Huntar business
idootitiss Duncan Hardie,
Garbis Simonian and Hilton
Grugeon,

An ANZ Bank subsldiary,
ANZ. Tofrastrucorre Services,
also has a stales in the project.

Tr Ohao ssaid the 220 kilo
inetres of Quaenslend pipeilna
il buan Eiven environmental
approval by the Queensland
Goyrmnmen:

Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline

Environmental Assessment



Scone Advocate 20 February 2008
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gas pipeline to cross two states
Nikki Taylor

A PRIVATELY funded gas pipeline proposal has been initiated by Hunter Energy to provide greater security
of gas supply to NSW.

The underground pipeline would be approximately 820km in tength and stretch fram Wallumbilla in
Queensland to Newcastle, New South Wales passing beneath a number of rural towns including Murrurundi,
Scone and Muswellbrook.

The pipeline will supply coal seam methane gas to industry, potential gas fired power stations and
communities along the pipeline route, creating more competitive pricing and choice for consumers in the
NSW energy market.

The proposed corrider measures about 200 metres in width, however ongoing consultation with affected
stakeholders, including landowners, environment bodies, Aboriginal communities, local council and others
has commenced to help refine the corridor to a target of 30 metres in width,

Approval for the project has already been given by the Queensland Government, but compliance by the
NSW Government Department of Planning is still required.

Project Director Bob Otjen for Queensliand Hunter Pipeline, told The Advocate it is a complex project due to
the fact it crosses two states, a number of rivers, existing infrastructure and numerous landholdings.

“It's not only for that, but also because of the amount of money the project is worth and the involvement
of approximately 2000 land parcels across NSW alone, owned by 600 or more land owners.”

The $800 million dollar project involves the company making face to face contact with all stakeholders.
“We are in that process now, and hope to have NSW approval by end of the year,” Mr Otjen said.

Potential benefits include additional supplies of what Mr Otjen hopes will be less expensive gas across the
Hunter, as well as supply to areas that currently cannot handle high demand during extreme weather
conditions.

Mr Otjen said towns directly above the pipeline could possibly have a side valve installed leading off the
main pipe which would meet future gas requirements.

“Most local government bodies have stated they would be interested in having a gas sideline for their area,”
Mr Otjen said.

At this stage installation of the pipeline could begin in 2011, and become responsible for the creation of up
to 600 jobs during construction.

“There will be a large number of local job opoortunities during that phase, Some of these will be directly on
the line, others will come about as spin offs, anything from supplying fue!l, hardware and cold beer,” Mr

Advocate
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Moree Champion, 26 February 2008
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Economic boost in the pipeline
By Cady Andersen

Moree will receive an economic boost and job offers when the Queenslang Hunter Gas Pipeline begins
construction.

The billion dollar and 850km project will run through 370 parcels of land in the Moree Plains Shire.

There are 75 landholders in the Moree Plains Shire, fram the Boomi border, near Moree, and on further
towaras Narrabri, who could potentially have the line run through their property,

Construction is proposed for 2010 and project director Bob Otjen said there would be jobs available for
excavators, cooks and repairers alike.

The town will also receive an economic boost with out of town construction workers spending money in
Moree.

The pipeline could also potentially offer household gas usage.

“We are glad to supply a retailer with the gas who would potentially provide it to the community,” Mr Otjen
said.

Agents are currently in the field meeting with landholders who would be potentially affectec by the pipe.
The pipeline will run from Wallumbilla in Queensland to Newcastle.
“We are taking gas from inexpensive fields in Queensland to the high demand area of Newcastle,” he said.

The concept for the project approval will be put forward next month, with approval hoped for the end of
the year.

The project is hoped to be completed by late 2010 early 2011,

CrHAMPioN
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Survey starts for gas line through city

Land surveys of the route of an $850 million underground gas pipeline from southern Queensland to Newcastle
were well advanced, Maitland City Council was told in a briefing last night.

Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline general manager Bob Otjen updated the council on the project after its
meeting last night, with particular focus on its progress with the Department of Planning.

The privately-backed project for a second supply of natural gas to the region is seen as “critical infrastructure”
by the State Government ahead of the determination of a concept plan for the project.

The pipeline will pass through Maitland, close to homes in Maitland Vale, Bolwarra Heights and Morpeth, if it is
approved by the State Government.

It has been described as the “missing link in the east Australia gas network”.
Mr Otjen said the backers of the project would seek finance next year, with construction to start in early 2010.

“We're in the middle of a two-step process, firstly identifying where we want to put the pipeline and going out to
talk to property owners to ask if we can do survey work,” he said.

“We've had a very good response up and down the pipeline.
“Then we'll go back to the landholders and negotiate an easement.”

The project is expected to create 600 jobs in construction and up to 30 jobs when the pipeline is operational.

Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline
Environmental Assessment
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Council, Chamber briefed
on gas pipeline progress

Narrabri Shire Coun-
cillors and the Narrabri
Chamber of Commerce
were given an update
on the proposed
Queensland Hunter Gas
Pipeline (QHGP) on
Tuesday.

QHGP General Man-
ager Bob Otjen said the
$850 million pipeline
project was progressing
well.

“Members of our team
will be bringing Narrabri
Shire community leaders
up to speed with the lat-
est developments,” Mr
Otjen said. "

“The local community
has been extremely en-
thusiastic about the
project and I'm pleased to
say it is rapidly moving
towards becoming a real-
lty."

Mr Otjen said QHGP
planned a public informa-
tion stall at Narrabri next

month, by which time it
was anticipated the
project will be on public
display.

Mr  Otjen  said
stakeholders, including
local land holders, tradi-
tional owners, local gov-
ernment authorities, land
care groups and other in-
terested parties were be-
ing consulted.

The privately-funded
project will transport coal
seam gas collected in the
southern central Queens-
land gas fields to New-
castle through an 820km
underground natural gas
pipeline, which will pass
through the Narrabri re-
gion. .

Mr Otjen said the po-
tential existed for com-
munities and industry
along the pipeline route to
tap into the pipeline, sub-
ject to local councils and
industries identifying a

feasible market.

“There will be short
term jobs and expendi-
tures generated during the
pipeline construction.
Over the longer term,
there are likely to be more
jobs created as industries
develop as a result of ac-
cess to anew clean energy
source.

“The proposed pipeline
also provides opportuni-
ties for the transport of
emerging coal seam gas
reserves in regional NSW,
encouraging exploration
and production along its
route, including the gas
rich Gunnedah basin,
which includes Narrabri.”

Mr Otjen said the NSW
Government had gazetted
the project “Critical Infra-
structure” and the project
is going through a rigor-
ous environmental ap-
proval process.

“Subject to approval,

construction of the pipe-
line is anticipated to start
late next year.

Gas flow is expected to
commence in the first
quarter of 2011.”

Mr Otjen said the
project was the missing
link in the east Australian
gas network and an agree-
ment had already been
signed to transport gas for
a proposed major gas
fired power station in the
Hunter Valley.

“At a State level the
project will help to create
more competitive pricing
and choice for consumers
in the NSW energy mar-
ket, a greener energy
source and a greater secu-

rity of supply.”

Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline representatives briefed the Chamber of Commerce meeting on the
project’s progress on Tuesday night. Left, Land Agent Tom Lingard, Communications Manager Barbara
Campany, and Environment Manager Marcus Sainsbury.

Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline
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QHGP’s update on
$850m gas pipeline

QUEENSLAND Hunter
Gas Pipeline last night gave
Gunnedah Shire Council an
update on the company’s $850
million pipeline project.

The company’s Communica-
tions Manager Barbara Campa-
ny, Environment Manager Mar-
cus Sainsbury and Land Agent
Tom Lingard, brought council-
lors up to speed on the project
which will see an underground
pipeline built from the Queens-
land natural gas fields of Surat
to Newecastle, via Gunnedah,
covering a distance of 820kms
and passing through Moree,
Narrabri, Boggabri, Gunnedah
and Quirindi before crossing the
Range at Murrurundi.

In her presentation Ms Cam-
pany outlined where the project
stood and outlined the economic
benefits that would be available
to those communities on the
pipeline’s proposed route.

Being privately funded, the
project would create greater
security of gas supply and invest-
ment in regional NSW, Ms Cam-
pany told last night’s meeting.

“The broader effect on employ-
ment will be significant with the
development of new industries in
the region, increased economic
activity and the potential to
develop a coal seam gas indus-
try locally, as evidenced by the
presence of Santos,” said Mrs
Campany.

She said 600 jobs would be cre-
ated in the construetion phase
with 25 positions needed in the
operational stage.

Queensland Hunter Gas Pipeline
Environmental Assessment
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THE proposed route of the
pipeline will see it come directly
through Gunnedah.

“The potential. for spin-off
employment is also significant,”
she added.

Ms Campany said that wherev-
er possible QHGP would source
material and supplies from local
producers and suppliers, includ-
ing food, fuel and parts.

“It should be remembered
we're in the business of mov-

ing gas, not selling gas, so this
project will enable otheir play-
ers in the industry to become
involved.

“In fact we encourage other

industry players - the more cus-
tomers who utilise our pipeline
the better.”

Ms Campany told the meeting
that the signing of Queensland
Gas to a 20-year, $850 million
contract would see the Queens-
land Gas initially take 60 per
cent of the available gas.

Queensland Gas has heen
signed on by the NSW State
government to provide gas for
the proposed $850 million gas-
fired power station ear-marked
for Newcastle.

Bob Ofjen, general manager of
QHGP said his company planned
to put the project model on dis-
play at a public information stall
in Gunnedah next month.

“Theé local community has
enthusiastically embraced the
project and I am pleased to say
it is rapidly moving towards
becoming a reality.”

Mayor of Gunnedah, Council-
lor Gae Swain, said Gunnedah
was presently experiencing sig-
nificant economic development
and the pipeline would com-
plement a number of develop-
ment initiatives currently on
the drawing board as well as
providing opportunities for exist-
ing businesses to expand their
operations. }

Construction is expected to
begin in 2010 with the first gas to
be pumped south by 2011.
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