Appendix F: Archaeological Report

Advanced Waste Treatment Facility - Elizabeth Drive
June 2007 Page f



. Fax fron 1 612 47749385 e7-85-/094  13:24 Pg: 2

i o o -
of<, ‘2 K06 00,06, 2

Lot 2 Elizabeth Drive, Badgerys Creek

? .»‘[‘%’_”/CV’;(} C. s’:“'\‘f@ﬁf{?‘ d}’\i
L, Working Paper Number Two
" An Archaeological Survey at
7
S )
]
!
g
”1’

Prepared by: Dr James Kohen, Macguarie University



CFax From

1 612 47749385

B7/65/84

13124

Py:

SN

T

e T I

Volume Twa:  Working Papers

An Archaeslogival Survey at Lot 2 Elizabeth Drive, Badgerys Creek

Cantents

L Intreduciion
1.1 Background

1.2 Aims
1.3 Methods

2, The Study Area

2.1 Description and Land Use

2.2 Geology, Hydrology and Soils

3 Arehaeslogical Setting

3.1 Regional Archaeclogy

3.2 Previous Archaeological Surveys

33 Prabable Site Types
4. Sorvey Results
4.1 Sites Identified

472 Site Fvaluation

N Aberiginal Comment

@, Recommendntions
Attachments

Figwre 2.1 Incéﬁon Plan

2.2: Known Aboriginal Sites in the Vicinity of the Landfill
23: Location of Site KC/1

Page No.

2.1
2-1
241
2.2
22
22
23
24
2+4
2.4
2.5
2-6
2-6
2%

28



. Fax #£rom @ B1Z 47749385 87,8584 13:124 Py: 4

g e ey, b e ;

% WORKIHG PAPER WUMBER TWS
AN ABCHAECLDGICAL - SURYEY-A
| LOT £ ELIZARETH DAIVE, BADGERYS GREEK %

#

Working Paper Number Two
An Archaeclogical Survey at '
Lot 2 Elizabeth Drive, Badgerys Creek

1. Imtroduction

i1 Bac_kgronnd

This repor details the results of an aschaeclogical survey conducted over a
pmper&y at Lot 2 Elizabeth Drive, Kemps Creek, sonthwest of Sydney. The
area is proposed for 3 landfill development by Pacific Waste Management Lid,
and ane of the candmcns ypecxﬁed by Penrith Councll in the Development
Notice (Neo. 451/8D) was as fanws' h

43, Archaeological site momwrmg iy o continue :hroughaut alf excavation
phases and if any archaeological deposits are revealed, work i that
patticuiar areq &5 to cease.and the National Parky and Wildlife Sepvice and
Council are 1o be noiified immediately.

As the first step in this process, Pacific Waste Management commissioned me

to undertake an archaeological sirvey to identify any sites which may oecor in

the proposed development area, and to make recommendations regarding the
appropriate action fo be taken,

The survey was undertaken on 24th and 23¢th Avgust 1591 prior to the start of

any activities associated with landfilling.

1.2 Aims:
The aims of this inspection We}é-gs follows:

s Identify any Aboriginal artefacts which may be present in the proposed
development area.

s Ascertain the local and.reginnai sipnificance of sites located during the
survey.

i James Kohen -S| Pacific Waste Management
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The only other possible site. ?ype‘ which may exist iz 5 burial, bur these ave
exceedingly rave now in the greeter Sydney area, with probably only one or
two surviving (Kohen et al 1984; Kahen 1986b).

The Incation of the sites shows clear evidence of clustering along the creeks.

Rhoads (1984) concantrated his investigations in Penrith on deflated surfaces,
and noted that sites do cluster towards seasonal streams (Rhoads 1984; 20), He
went on to suggest that The survey has resulted in the expected discovery of mnost
sites alowg streams or pullied vives (ibid: 26). In relation to Wiapamatia Hill
country, he cancluded The witer of this disirict are characteristically low intensiyy,
specialised aerivity foci, of an indeserminate age.

On the basm of the previous archawlng:m( mvesﬁgations, it can be predicted
that sites will tend to occur along creek lines and rises, and will be exposed
where there is some form of surface disturbance. Most sites ace likely 10 be
low density scatters of stone arefacts, dominated by sﬂcrate, with the
possibility of scarred 1ree alsci ’o:emg present

p

Survey Results

Sites Tdentified

Only one archaeolopical site was identified during the survey. 'This was a
surface scatter of stone artefacts located near the northwestern commer of the
development area, adjacent to Badgerys's Creek. It has been coded KC/1
(Kemps Creek 1), and the [ocation i is shawn on Fzgure 2.3

At this point, the creek farmed & meander and created a small bilisbong, an
ares cut off from the main charmel. This is immediately south of a slight rise,

and the site is sitwated on this yise, appmmnat&ly 30 metres east of Badgerys -
Creek.

The total of 22 stone ariefacts were found exposed over an atea 35 metres
long and 20 metres wide, This rise ‘had been cleared, and three shallow
excavalions a few centimetres deeg and approxirnately three meres wide had
been carried out, almost certainly by a front end loader or some similar piece
of machinery. Artefacts were found in these shallow excavations, on a small
track, and on the eroding slopa on the south side of the site, immediately
beside the billabong. The first actefacts were found 20 metres east of a white
marker peg labelled STN B which rarks the fence line runping parallel with
the creek. Eighteen of the 22 arefacts were made on the red silcrete which
dominates sites in ‘this fegion, t6w small chips were yellow chert, probably

Pacific Waste Management
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from the Nepean River, and there were abso two small goariz fragments. Only

- four of the silcrete pieces retained all the characteristics of human

menufactuce; flakes, striking platform and bulb of percussion. One of these
was 2 transversely snapped blade, and the others were non-descript flakes.
None of the artefacts showed any sigo of secondary retonch or usewear, and
all would fall inio the categary of waste Fakes and debitage.

- Most -of the artefacts were tiny Zhips less thad ané centimétes Tng and could

therefore be classified as micro-debitape. In any svent, none of the ariefacts
are diagnostic, with the possible exception of @ snapped blade. The blade
suggests that the site probably belongs to the technological complex know as
the Australian Small Tool Tredition, which, in this ares; spanned the period
from about 4,000 years, sgo. unil possibly as recent as the last five hundred
years, One site in the City of Blacktown has microblade technology dating to
650 yéars BP (Kohen 1984c).

Although the site had been cleared of trees in the past, a number of food
plants are still o be fmmd in the area. The gmund berry, Asroloma
humifusum, was common and ‘widespread, and was in fruit when the survey
was conducted, Another plant with a abundant tubers, tentatively identified as
Gymnaostachys anceps (Settler’s flax), was found growing only in the immediate
vicinity of the site. Both of these plants have been recorded as being eaten by
Aboriginal people in mutheastem Australin (Kohen 156862),

Site Evaluation

The arzefacts scatter found at KC/1 iz typical of other Aboriginal sites in the
region. The number and type of artefacts is as would be expected for a
surface campsite close to 2 permanent creek in this area. There is potential
for more artefacts to be buried, but the shallow nature of the deposit and its
relatively small size indicates that it unlikely to be of great scientific or
educational value. However, | shml!d the site be under threat, it would certainly
require forther investigation by'tést excavation to determine its full potential.

Under the proposed plan far the development of the landfill project by Pacific
Waste Management, the site would lie outside the development area, between
the boundary fence and Badgerys Creek. As a result there is no threat to the
site.

Under the National Parks and Wildlife Act (1974), it is an offence to remaove,
disturb or destroy any Aboriginal relic without ;err consent of the Director,
National Parks and Wﬂdllfﬁ Service,

The survey identified a singl;:l ‘Aboriginal site adjacent to Badgerys Creek.
This 18 the area most likely to contain sites, an the basis of both the present

Dr James Kohen ‘ 2.7 Pacific Waste Management
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- suevey results an based on other surveys in the region. Thé other parts of the

proposed development acea are concenwated on the nﬁge dlope, where it is

highly unlikely that any sites exist. Most of the area is grosdly disturbed, and

even those undisturbed areas appear to have been ploughed al some time in
the past, ,

R

5.  Aboriginal Comment

The developmens at Kemps Creek falls within the boundaries of the
Gandsngara Local Abaoriginal Land Council, which has its offices at 15
Delamere Street, Canley Vale. After making several unsuccessful attempis to

contact the Gandangata Land Council, I contacted the State Land Connml,
wheo directed me to Warren: Carmll.

Mr Carzoll expressed the view that the Gandanga:ra Local Aboriginal Land
Council members would probably. wish te inspect the site, in order to decide
that action is appropriate. He requested a copy of the report which he will
present to the next meeting of the Laad Council, and artange a svitable time
to conduct an inspection. of‘:ha area

Once the sita has been exammed, the Land Council will decide whether the
site needs further investigation, or whether the devehpmen: can proceed,
praviding the site is not disturbed.

&
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6.  Recommendations
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Under the National Parks and- Wﬂdhfe Act (19’7'3), it is an offence to remove,
disturb ar destroy any Aberiginal relic without prmr consent of the Director,
National Parks and Wﬂdﬁfe Servme :

The survey identified a sinple- Abongmal gite adjacent to Badgerys Cresk.
This is the area most likely to contain sites, on the basis of both the present
survey results and other: suweys in the region. The other parts of the
proposed development area are concentrated on the ridge slope, where it is
highly unlikely that any sites exist. Most of the area is grossly disturbed, and

even those undisturbed areas appear 1o have been ploughed a1 some time in
the past,
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The site KC/1 falls in an areas which will not be affected by the development.
The closest impact will be the construction of the fence line on the western
boundary of the site, which will be 20 metres to the 2ast of the western
houndary of the site. 1 would therefore make the following recommendations:

_ s No further archaeological investigation is’ ﬁécessar? The hkalihmd cf
oo = =m0 idemtifying undistusbed archaeclogical sites during the construction of

the landfill pm}ect is 5o slight as to make it impractical to carry out
further monitoring. :

o  The site which was identified during the survey should be protected from
further disturbance. When the wire fence is constructed in this area,
care should be taken to avoid any unnecessary activity close to the site.
The site will be left on a thin strip of land between the fence and the
creek. Since this is the atea most likely to comain sites, this procedures
should ensure that any unidentified sites ave protected.

@ Should the development plan change so that there is a threat io this site,
further investigation by a gualified archaeclogist wﬂl be requirad.

e Three copies of this reporr should be forwarded to National Parks and
Wildlife Service for their recards, along with 3 site card for site KC/1.

»  One copy of the report should be forwarded 1o Gandangara Local
Aboriginal Land Council for their information.

¢ ¥ during the construction of the development, any Aboriginal relic or

site is identified, the National Parks and Wildlife Service archaeolagist
for the region, Bronwyn Conyers, should be notifisd immediately.

Dy James Kohen 28 Pacific Waste Management
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Location Plan S
Known Abariginal Sites in the Vicinity of the Landfill
Location of Site KC/1 '
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