
Subject: Application for Modifications to Luna Park ‐ Restaurant Development, as submitted to NSW 
Planning & Environment 

 
Dear Natasha, 
 
As per our brief discussion, I am now puzzled why this application has been submitted to 
NSW Planning & Environment, with consultation initiated with neighbours, such as 
ourselves.  According to the recent published news, as well confirmation from the State MP, 
Ms Jillian Skinner, the restaurant development originally planned by Luna Park is not going 
ahead.  Instead, the NSW government has paid Luna Park $3.2 million, and has confirmed 
that the clifftop will become a public park.  Please see the initial newspaper article from 
August 5, 2016 as well as the letter confirming the news from Ms Skinner. 
 
Perhaps the Application was made prior to newer arrangements being made?  Appreciate 
your checking into this, as you may find that work on the Application is now redundant. 
 
Best regards, 
Irene Bennett 
Phone 0499400701 
 



il{inisterstares
donryril{ultiplex

. BRAD HUNTER
Luna Park entrance

pressur€ on Mr Perrottet from
Multiplex to proceed with what
was known as the "umbrella deed"
rnemorandum signed in March
20ll under then lands rninister Mr
Kellythatwould have notonly ex-
tended Multiplexs Iease - on
which 25 yea$ remain - but re-
duced its rental.

In December 2011, Mr Kelly
was fo_undto be comrptbythe In-
dependent Commission Against
Comrption forbackdating a letter
to approve the $12 million pur-
chase of a former union-owned
property, Currawong, also in the
[,abor govemment's last days.

Multiplex sought the extended
lease after a deal to sell its Luna
Park interests to an Asian investor
fell through in 2010, with observ-
ers saying a longer Iease would
make it more attractive to poten-
tial purchasers

The umbrella deed never re-
ceived ministerial sign-off, but a
source close to recent negoti-
ations said Multiplex had thieat-
ened to take the govemment to

court daiming it was enforceable.
Over a decade, Multiplex has

made hundreds of thousands of
dollars in political donations,
weighted to [.abor when it was in
power in NSW and later weighted
tothe Liberal Partv. Thatincluded
$22,000 to the Millennium
Forum, a fund that a comrption
inquiry heardw.as often used by
NSW Liberal Party flgures to
avoid state laws banning develop-
ers from political donations be-
foreelections.

Multiplex and the Liberals
maintained all the donations were
Iawful and fu lJy disclosed.

As part of the new agreement,
a clifftop section of the site over
which,Multiplex has a 99-year
lease and development approval
to build a restaurant - which
never eventuated - will refurn to
direct govemment conffol, in ex-
changefor$3.2m.

Multiplex will then proceed
with an earlieragreementto land-
scape another adjacent section,
and the whole cliftop area will be
integrated into a new part.

Ian Mutton, who led a resi-
dents'campaign against the um-
brella deed deal, praised the
outcome: "An agreerhent that en-
sures that this land, providing a
spectacular view of Sydney Har-
bour, becomes a public area for all,
is something the govemment
should be congratulated for."

A Multiplex spokeswoman
said the company was "commit-
ted to securing a long-term sus-
tainable fufure for Luna Park so as
to ensure its attractiveness and
viabilif for the people of Sydney,
NSW and the tourism industry."

EXCTUSIVE

E{N *iIGG,NS

NSW property minister Dominic
Perrottethas stared down Brook-
field Multiplex's demand that he
honour a backroom deal struck
under his corrupt Labor prede-
cessor Tony Kelly and refused to
extend the big developer's lease
overSydney's iconic Luna Park.
' .'The movefollowsThe Austra.

Iian a year ago exposing that state
government officials were mov-
ing to finalise the secret deal,
prornpting a community cam-
paign involving prominent locals,
induding architect Harry Seid-
ler's widow, Penelope, and artist
Brett Whiteley's widow, Wendy.
'' ,. -he state govemment :will

today announce a new agreement
in:,*hich Multiplex willl give up
any" rights it had under the in-
principle agreement signed in the
final weeks ofthe KenealJy Labor
government.

That would have extended its
tenure at the amusement park by
another40years.

The 3ha Sydney Harbour site
is crown land, but the state gov-
ernment will pay Multiplex
$3.2 million to buy out a separate
lease over a small clifrop section,
to create a new publicpark.

Govemment sources said the
ovbrall deal would provide legal
certainty over lease arrange-
ments, as the prelude for further
discussions on upgrading the ,

amusemeRt park and keeping it
commercially viable.
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